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Chu’dng].

That khé biét nén bat dau cAu chuyén nay tir dau, nhung t6i chon
khéi diém 12 bita &n trua & nhd muc st vao mdt ngdy th tu. Tuy
cudc chuyén trd hom 4y vé cd ban chang lién quan gi dén su viéc
dang dugc ndi dén, nhung nd van chira dwng vai tinh tiét ¢ anh
huéng dén nhitng dién bién sau do.

T6i mdi cat xong miéng thit bd niu k (tién thé ndi ludn 13 dai
nhach), va vira dat minh xu6ng ghé t6i vira binh luan theo cach
khong may phit hgp véi bd 4o minh dang mic, rang ngudi ndo trir
kht duoc dai ta Protheroe xem nhu lam phtic cho thién ha.

Dennis, thang chau t6i, budt miéng: “Ngdy ndo ngudi ta tim
thay 6ng 4y nam trén viing mau thi diéu bac ndi s& bt 1gi cho bac
do. €6 sé dung ra lam chitng ding khong, c6 Mary? C6 ay sé khai
bac da vung con dao lang thit 1én khong chut khoan dung nhu thé

”»

nao.

Mary, ngudi phuc vu trong nha muc vu vdi dong luong ngay
cang cao va cong viéc ngay cang thoai mai hon, ndi gon 16n: “Rau
né,” réi viing vang an chiéc dia nitt xudng trudc mat thang bé.

Vo t6i hoi giong thong cam: “Ong ta van khé chiu 1dm hé
minh?”

T6i khong dap ngay, vi Mary sau khi dan dfa rau xudéng ban, lai
tiép tuc di mén banh bao nhdo nhoét va cuc ky khdé nudt ngay



trudc mat toi. TOi ndi, “CAm on, tdi khong dung,” thé 1a c6 ta dat
dia xubng ban danh xodng réi budc ra khoi phong.

“Em quan viéc nha chang ra 1am sao minh nhi?” Giong vg téi
thoang chut an han.

vé diéu nay thi t6i san sang déng y vdi nang. Vo toi tén 13
Griselda — cai tén rat hop vdi v mot muc su. Nhung chi phtt hop
c6 chirng ay thoi. Con ra, nang tuyét doi khong phai 13 loai nhu mi
dé bao.

T6i ludn cho rang 13 muc su thi khong nén 14p gia dinh. Nhung
vl sao toi lai hoi thuic Griselda két hon vdi toi chi sau hai muai bon
tiéng dong hd quen nhau, dén by gid tdi cling khong hiéu noi
minh nita. V4i tdi, hon nhan 13 hé trong, can tim hiéu 1au dai va
dan do cAn nhic réi mdi tién tdi chuyén tram ndm, va nhat 13
phai hop nhau vé sd thich cfing nhu tinh tinh.

Griselda tré hon t6i gAn hai muoi tudi. Nang yéu kiéu dén muc
lam thién ha dién ddo, nhung lai hoan toan khong cé kha nang
lam bat c& viéc gi cho ra hon. Chuyén gi nang cling vung vé, va
song vdi nang nhiéu khi thit mét moi. Nang xem gido khu nhu
mot thi trdo dua lén phuc vu thu tiéu khién cia minh. Toi da cd
udn nan nang nhung that bai. Hon bao gid hét tdi cang tin chac
tinh trang doc than 1a diéu gidi tu hanh ao uwdc. T6i thudng tim
cach bdéng gié nhu thé vdi Griselda, nhung nang chi cudi to.

“Minh a,” t6i bao, “gid nhuw minh chiu khé tip dé tdm mot
chat...”

“Thi em van luu y ddy cht,” Griselda dap. “Nhung néi chung em
thdy minh cang c6 gang thi moi viéc cang té hon. R rang tinh em



khong quan duogc viéc nha. Vi thé em nghi tot hon hét c& giao
khodn moi viéc cho Mary va chap nhan sdng lang nhang cling
nhu dn udng linh tinh cho xong minh a.”

“con chong em day thi sao hd minh?” Téi hdi giong trach mdc,
roi nhé lai mot doan trich tir Kinh Thanh vé ngay tan ctia mot con
ngudi khon kho bat hanh, tdi ndi thém: “Ba ta da chim sdéc ngudi
than cda minh nhu thé dé...”

“Nghi xem, minh khéng bi su tir xé xac hoac bi 1én gian hda
thiéu 1a phuc bady muoi doi roi nhé,” Griselda voi ngat 15i toi. “An
udng khong vira miéng, nha ctra bui bdm hay rudi mudi thi cé gi
ghé gdm ma phai lam Am 1én co ch®! Minh ké tiép em nghe vé dai
ta Protheroe di. DU sao, Co PoOc gido khong cé ngudi trong gitt nha
thd ma dam ra lai hay.”

“L30 gid cuc suc vénh vang,” Dennis ndi. “Cha trach ba vg dau
cua O6ng ta phai bé cia chay 1ay nguoi.”

“Ba ta con biét 1am gi khac hon thé nita,” vo t6i ndi.

“Griselda, tdi khong cho phép minh an ndi thé dau nhé,” toi
xang giong.

“Cung 3, ké em nghe vé 6ng ta xem ndo,” vo tdi Au yém.
“Chuyén gi vy héd minh? cé phai chuyén tro té Hawes sudt ngay
gat ga gat gu lam dau thanh khong?”

Hawes 1a trg té mdi cia ching t6i, vira dén day chi hon ba tuan
16. cau dy theo quan diém Thuong Gido hoi* va an chay vao thw
sau hang tuan, con dai ta Protheroe lai chong d6i moi nghi 1& duéi
bat ky hinh thuc nao.

“Qua Ong ta da co dé cap chuyén ay, nhung lan nay thi khong



phai viy. Moi rac roi 13 tir t& tién mot bang clia ba Price Ridley
minh a.”

BA Price Ridley 12 mdt ngudi sung dao trong gido khu. Vao budi
16 ding ngay gid con trai minh, ba da cing t& mot dong bang vao
hom cong ditc; sau dd khi doc théng bdo téng sd tién quyén gop,
thay t0 bac 1én nhat duoc liét ké chi 1a t0 mudi shilling*,” ba rat
phién long.

BA phan nan véi tdi vé diéu nay, va toi vach ra cho ba thay han
ba di nham 1an.

‘Chting ta chang ai con tré nhu xua, va dé 1a cai gid chdng ta
phai tra cho thdi gian, tdi cd gang két thiic cAu chuyén mdt cach
lich su, nhung khong ngd 10i ndi ctia tdi chi cang choc gian ba
nhiéu hon. Ba bao viéc nay rat ky quic va hét sic ngac nhién vi
sao t6i lai khong nhan ra. R6i ba quay qua bd di vd mang chuyén
buc bdi nay ké cho dai t4 Protheroe, t6i dodn vay. Protheroe 13
ngudi hé cé dip 1a thich 1am to chuyén. bang tiéc 6ng ta lai sinh
st Am T vao ngay th tw, ma cic budi sang thi? tu tdi thudng giang
& Church Day School, nén viéc nay khién t6i hét sitc buc boi va dau
c bi roi tung sudt ngay hom do.

“A, em nghi chic han dng ta thich tht 1dm,” vo t6i néi nhu thé
cd gang néu quan diém cta minh mot cich cong bang. “Chang cé
ai xun xoe quanh dng ta ma goi 6ng ta 13 muc su kinh mén, chang
ai théu hai cho 6ng ta hay tang 6ng ta qua Giang sinh. Pén vg con
ong ta con ngan dng ta tan cd... Em cho rang chuyén vira roi khién
130 4y vui sudng vi cdm thay ta day cling cé luc quan trong.”

“Nhung cé nhat thiét phai gy sw nhu thé dau!” T6i van con doi



chtt cdu gian. “Toi nghi 6ng ta hoan toan khoéng nhan ra diéu am
chi trong 101 néi ciia minh, dng ta mudn kiém tra toan bd s sach
clla nha thd — dé xem liéu cé tham 6 hay khong — dng ta ndi
dung nhu vy d8. Tham 6 4? Ong ta nghi ngd t6i bién th1 quy cla
nha tho hay sao?”

“Khdng ai cé thé nghi ngd minh vé bat c diéu gi, minh a,”
Griselda ndi. “Minh luén d@¥ng trén moi ngd vurc mot cach qua rd
rang minh bach dén mic do cling 1a co hoi quy bau cho minh. Em
uwdc gl minh bién thit quj truyén gido di. Em ghét miy ngudi
truyén gido 1am — chang bao gid wa ndi ho.”

L& ra t6i da khién trach nang vi y nghi trén, nhung ngay lic ay
Mary lai mang vao moén banh pudding gao con chua kip chin tdi.
T6i nhe nhang phan doéi thi Griselda d3 bdo ngudi Nhat bao gid
cling an com nwa séng nra chin va két qua 1a diu éc ho thudc
hang siéu viét.

“Em cam doan néu minh ding mén pudding gao nay moi ngay
cho dén chud nhat thi minh s& c6 bai giang siéu pham day,” nang
nadi thém.

“Lay troi dung nhu thé” t6i rung minh dap. “Chiéu to6i mai
Protheroe s& dén day va s& ciing tdi kiém tra so sach. Tdi con phai
chuén bi bai gidng hom nay nita. Nhac dén mdi nhd, t6i qua mai
mé chuodng trinh Reality ctia Canon Shirley nén chua kip lam
xong. CoOn minh, chiéu nay minh lam gi ha Griselda?”

“Lam nghia vu cia em,” Griselda dap. “Nghia vu ctia v¢ muc su
quan nhiém. Tiéc tra va chuyén gau ltic bon gid rudi minh a.”

“Co nhitng ai dén du?”



Griselda dém trén dau ngoén tay, mat rang ngoi vé dirc hanh:

“CO ba Price Ridley va ba Wetherby nay, roi ba Hartnell va ba
Marple hic 4m 4y nita.”

“TOi thi lai thich ba Marple,” t6i ndi. “It ra ba 4y con biét hai
huéce.”

“Ba 4y 1a ba c6 khong chong quai chiéu nhat lang nay,” Griselda
dap. “Bat ¢ chuyén 16n chuyén nhd gi ba ta cling biét — va toan
suy ra nhitng diéu toi té nhat.”

Nhu d3 ndi, Griselda tré hon tdi rat nhidu. Con & tudi t6i bay
gi®, tdi hiéu diéu toi té nhat thudng lai 14 sy that.

“Nay, dung cé mong chiu dén dung tra nhé, Griselda,” Dennis
bao.

“Quy sul” Griselda dop lai.

“Thi sao! Nhung cho bac hay, hom nay nha Protheroe da moi
chdu chai tennis roi day.”

“Quy sul” Griselda lai noi.

Dennis khon khéo rut lui, va Griselda cung toi vao phong lam
viéc.

“Em tu hoi khong biét sé& cé ai dén dung tra day,” Griselda noi.
“Tién si Stone va cd Cram, em nghi thé, va cd thé cé ba Lestrange
nita. A, hdm qua em goi dién nhung ba 4y vang nhi. Vang, em
chac chan ba Lestrange sé dén dung tra. Ma cai cach ba ay don vé
day & va hoa hoan ldm mdi budc ra khdi nha qua 1a bi 4n phai
khong minh? Hét nhu trong truyén trinh tham ay. Minh xem nay
— ‘Ba 4y 14 ai, ngudi phu nit bi an véi khudén méit xinh dep nhot



nhat kia? Qua kh ba ta ra sao? Chang ai biét dugc. Cé chut gi
nhudém mau tai wvong quanh ba ay.’ Em nghi chic bac s Haydock
quen biét ba ta minh a.”

“Minh doc quéa nhiéu truyén trinh thadm roi, Griselda a,” toi 6n
ton nhan xét.

“Con minh thi sao ch?” nang vac lai t6i. “HOm no khi minh
ngdi day soan bai Phic 4m thi em di tim khap noi khéng ra cudn
vét ban trén ciu thang; cudi cing em phai vao hoéi xem minh cé
thay nd & dau khong, va em da thay gi minh nhi?”

TOi do mat.

“Toi chi cAm 1én xem qua thoi. Tinh c¢ thoang thay mot ciu

”

va...

“Em biét ngay cai ciu tinh c¢ ay 1a gi roi,” Griselda dap réi hung
hon trich dan. “Thé roi xay ra mot viéc hét stc la lung — Griselda
ding day bang qua phong va du yém 6m hdn 6ng chong ludng
tudi ctla nang.”

ROi nang lam dung theo cau chit vira doc.

“Chuyén nay cé gi la dau hd minh?” toi hoi.

“La chif sao khong!” Griselda dap. “Minh cd hiéu khong Len, 18
ra em da cd thé cudi mot bd trudng, mot tong nam tudc, mot 6ng
chu cong ty giau co, ba vién s quan va mot chang lang t@ banh
bao, thé nhung em lai chon minh. Pidu 4y chang 1dm minh ngac
nhién sao?”

“vao 1dc 4y thi dung 1a tdi hét sic ngac nhién va van thudng tu
hai vi sao minh lai chon to6i.”



Griselda cuoi.

“Vi viéc 4y 1am em cam thay minh cé quyén luc v6 song,” nang
tha thi. “Nhitng nguoi khac chi don thuan thay em tuyét voi va di
nhién cudi dugc em la ho vé cung sung sudng. CoOn minh thi
khong thich cfing khong hai long em vé bat c chuyén gi, va luc ay
minh c* nhu khong chiu dung ndi em vay! Con ngudi kiéu ky
trong em lam sao cd thé chip nhan diéu dé cd chi! Tha ngim
ngam lam ai dé mat &n mat ngt em thay con thi vi hon 1am binh
hoa di dong trang tri trong nha ho. Em khién minh cuc ky khé an
khé &, ltic nao ciing choc ngody, vdy ma minh van si em phat dién
dé thoéi. Minh mé em nhu diéu do, c6 dung khong minh nhi?”

“puong nhién t6i rat yéu minh, minh a.”

“Oi Len, minh mé em 3y ch. Minh ¢ nhd cdi ngay em & thanh
ph6 danh dién vé nhung minh khong nhan dugc vi hom 4y em
gai ba trudng phong buu dién chuyén da sinh doéi nén ba ta quén
bang chuyén dién di khéng? Minh cé nhé minh d3 lo 1ang ra sao
va goi cho Scotland Yard lam &m 7 thé nao khong?”

C6 nhitng viéc ngudi ta ghét phai nhd lai. HO6i 4y qua that toi
cuc ky dién ro. T6i noi:

“Cung a, néu minh khoéng phién thi t6i muon tiép tuc soan bai
giang.”

Griselda cau kinh thd dai ddnh suot, nang vo tdc tbi roi bu 1én
roi lai vuot cho muot va ndi:

“Minh khong xitng véi em dau. Thuc sy minh chang xing. Em
sé hen ho vdi anh chang hoa si, em sé lam cho ma xem — that
day. ROi s& co xi-cang-dan trong gido phan nay, minh chd nhé.”



“P3 cd nhiéu vu nhu thé roi,” t6i nhe nhang dap.
Griselda cudi pha 1én, hon gid toi roi budc qua ctra hong ra khoi
van phong.



Chu’o’ngz

Griselda 12 nguwdi rat thich choc tic ké khac. H6i ndy lic rdi ban
an, tAm trang tdi hoan toan thoai mai dé chuin bi cho bai ndi
chuyén day sic thuyét phuc & Hiép hoi ngudi Co bdc, con bay gid
thi long da t6i bon choén rdi tung.

Ngay khi tdi vira thuc sw cdm thay dé chiu hon mot chut thi
Lettice Protheroe tir ngoai dat vao phong.

Toi diing tir ‘dat’ 14 c6 suy nghi chin chan. T6i da doc nhiéu tiéu
thuyét trong dé 16p tré dugc mo ta tran tré nang luong — joie de
vivre*, 13 ngudn sinh luc tuyét voi cta tudi thanh nién... vé phan
minh, bit ct ngudi tré tudi nao tbi tinh cd gap déu cé dang dap
clia nhitng linh hén dang yéu. Budi xé truwa hom 4y tréng Lettice
cuc ky gidng hdn ma bdéng qué. €o xinh dep, trang tréo cao rdo va
hoan toan lang ding. C6 dat vio phong qua 18i c¥a hdng lang lang
16t chiéc mii béré vang trén dau va lo dang thi thao vdi vé ngac
nhién xa xam:

“O! Muc su day u?”

Cé mot con dudng mon dan tir 0ld Hall xuyén qua rirng dén gan
cong khu vudn nha muc vu chdng t6i, vi thé ngudi ndo tir hudng
ay dén déu vao 16i nay va budc qua cra héng van phong thay vi
danh mot vong xa hon trén dudng dé vao cong trudc. T6i khdng
bat ngd viéc Lettice di 16i ndy, nhung toi hoi buc vé thai dd cha cd



bé.

Néu ban dén nha muc vy, han ban phai sdn sang gip muc su
chu!

Lettice budc vao roi buéng minh xuéng mot chiéc ghé banh to.
Co bang quo gidt giat téc trén dau, mat ddm ddm nhin lén tran
nha:

“Dennis cé & day khong a?”

“Tl lic an trua dén gio ta khong gap nd. Ta nghe ndi nod sang
bén con choi tennis ma.”

“Ol” Lettice dap. “Mong 1a ciu ay khong dén. CAu ay s& khong
gap ai ¢ nha ca.”

“N6 bao con cé hen vdi nd.”

“Con nghi 1a minh c¢é hen, nhung dén th® siu kia. HOm nay
mdi thiba.”

“HOm nay la thir tu,” toi noi.

“Oil Té qua,” Lettice ndi. “Thé cd nghia day 1a 1an th& ba con
quén dung bita véi ban bé.” May thay viéc ndy chang cé vé 1am cd
lo 1ang gi nhiéu. “con Griselda cé day khong a?”

“Ta nghi con cd thé tim cd 4y & xudng vé& trong vudn — cd ay
dang ngdi mau cho Lawrence Redding.”

“P3 cd chuyén hét sitc Am 1 vé anh ay,” Lettice ndi. “Véi bd con,
muc su biét khong. BS con khting khiép 1am.”

“Lam Am — ma chuyén gi xay ra vay?” toi hoi tham.

“BO con phat hién viéc anh 4y v& tranh cho con. Ma tai sao anh
ay lai khdng dugc vé con maic do tdm kia ch®? Néu con maic 4o



tam ra bai bién thi tai sao khong thé mic 4o tm trong tranh?”

Lettice ngung mot chut roi tiép tuc:

“That v6 ly — bd con cdm c®a moi chang trai. DI nhién
Lawrence va con chi cudi x0a vao cai chuyén ay. Con sé& dén day va
ngdi mau trong xwdng vé cila muc su.”

“Khong, cb bé a,” tdi ndi. “Néu bo con ngdn cadm thi khdng duogc
dau.”

“Oi, muc su kinh meén, sao moi nguoi déu khé khan vay,”
Lettice thé dai. “Con mét mdi 1Am muc su a, mét that dd. Néu cé
tién thi con da bé di tir 1au, nhung vi khéng cé nén con danh chiu.
Gid nhw b chét di giim thi s& 6n cho con.”

“Con dirng ndi thé, Lettice.”

“A, néu bd khong mubén con ciu 6ng ay chét thi 6ng ay dung
qua riét rong vé chuyén tién nong. Con khdng ngac nhién vi sao
me con lai rdi b6 6ng ay. Muc su biét khong, 1du nay con c¥ nghi
me con d3 chét r6i. Khong biét ngudi dan ong tré ma me con chay
theo thudc loai ngudi nao, dng ta cd tr té€ khong nhi?”

“HO6i 4y bo con chua vé séng & day con a.”

“Con tu hdéi me con gid ra sao nhi. Con nghi sém muodn gi Anne
cling sé theo ngudi khac. Anne ghét con — ba ta Idc nao ciing tr té
vOi con nhung lai ghét con. Ba ay dang gia di va ba ay khong
muon thé. Cai gia c song sdc dén, muc suw thay dé.”

Chang biét Lettice cé dinh nudng hét budi chidu trong phong
lam viéc caa t6i khong nhil

“Muc su cé thdy may cai dia hat ctia con ¢ dau khong, thua



muc su?” co hoi.

“Khong con a.”

“Chan that, khong biét con dé ching & dau nita. Chu cin nha
con vira di lac, con dong ho deo tay thi khong biét nam & noi ndo.
Nhung ciing chang sao vi né da chét may roi. 0i sao budn ngi thé
khong biét, sdng nay dén tdn mudi mot gid con mdi thic giac kia
ma. Ddi todn chuyén rac r6i muc sw nhi. Oi trdi, con phai di thdi,
tién si Stone mdi con dén xem khai quat di chi khao c6 vao lic ba

o\ b1]

g10.

T6i liéc nhin déng h6 va nhin ra con ndm phut hai muoi gidy
nita 13 dén bén gio.

“That vay u? Khiép qua! Khong biét ho cd chd con khong hay da
di r6i. Con nghi du sao minh ciing nén dén cho phai phép.”

CO ding 1én va dat ra khoi phong, vira ngodi dau lai thi thao:

“Muc su nhd ndi vdi Dennis, muc su’' nhé?”

T6i may modc U mot tiéng, roi khi nhd ra khong biét minh sé
phai ndi gi vdi Dennis thi dd qua mudn. Nhung tdi nghi rat cd thé
chang cé gi quan trong. Toi lai ngdm nghi viéc tién si Stone, mot
nha khao cd litng danh mdéi dén day va ngu tai Blue Boar trong
thdi gian 6ng ta gidm sat viéc khai quat mdt ngdi md nam trén
dat nha dai ta Protheroe. Hai ngudi da nhiéu l1an 16i qua tiéng lai
vdi nhau, vi thé viéc 6ng ta moi Lettice dén xem khai quat khién
t6i thay budn cudi.

Toi chot nghi Lettice cling thudc loai d4o dé chit chang phai vira,
1am sao cd cd thé &n y véi cd Cram, thu ky clia nha khao c6 cho
dugc. €6 Cram 1a mot cd gai hai muoi 1am tudi manh khode, thich



6n 30, An mac mau mé sic s&, tinh tinh sbi ndi yéu doi va mdém
thi 16n nhon nhitng rang 1a rang.

DAn trong lang ngudi thi cho rang cd chang tot dep hay hém gi,
ngudi thi bo c6 dang rap tAm trd thanh ba tién si Stone khi cé co
hoi. Du sao thi cd vdi Lettice cling khac nhau mot troi mot vuc.

T6i cd thé hinh dung canh nhi Protheroe chang vui vé hoa
thudn gi cho 1am. Khodng ndm nam trudc, vién dai t4 tai hon. B
hai Protheroe 1a mdt phu ni rat xinh dep mang phong thai hai
khac thuong. Toi doan quan hé gifta ba ta va con gai riéng ctia
chong khong may tot dep.

Cong viéc cua t6i lai bi gidn doan, 1An nay 13 do Hawes, trg té
mdi ciia toi. Anh ta mudn biét rd cudc noi chuyén riéng giita toi va
Protheroe. T6i dap rang dai t4 phan nan vé ‘khuynh huéng than
Rome’ cia Hawes, nhung muc dich 6ng ta dén tham toi lai hoan
toan khac. Pong thoi toi cling bay té sw phan dobi cia minh va ndi
thang Hawes phai vang 1énh tdi. Néi chung cau 4y tiép thu rat tot
moi 101 phé binh.

Hawes vé r0i, t6i lai thiy hoi An han vi khdéng thé quy mén ciu
ta nhiéu hon. Viéc thich hay khong thich ai d6 mot cach vd cd
chic chan 12 diéu hoan toan trai ngugc vdi tinh than Ca boc.

T6i thé dai nhan ra kim dong ho trén ban lam viéc da chi ndm
gid kém mudi 1am (that ra chi mdi bén giv ruGi), va tdi budc ra
phong khach. Bon gido dan trong gido khu cda t6i da tu hop & do
v8i tach tra trén tay. Griselda ngdi sau ban trd, c6 gang to ra tu
nhién nhung cang 10 vé ling tiing hon moi ngay.

T6i dua tay chao mot vong roi ngdi xudng gitta ba Marple va ba



Wetherby.

Ba Marple tdc bac phad, phong thai nhe nhang va 16i cudn, con
ba Wetherby thi vira khd chiu lai vira 6n ao, nhung trong hai
nguoi thi ba Marple mdi 1a ngudi 1¢i hai hon ca.

“Ching em dang khdo chuyén vé tién si Stone va c6 Cram,”
giong cd vg t6i ngot nhw mia Iui.

Luc 4y mot cAu vé hai hudc do Dennis bia ra thoang qua dc toi:
‘Co Cram viéc 4y cha thém dé tai.’

TOi wéc gi ¢ thé doc 16n 1én cAu vé nay xem phan &¥ng cic ba ra
sao, nhung may thay tdi kip gitt mom.

“Con nha t té thi chang ai 1am thé,” bd Wetherby ndi cdc 16c
roi mim d6i mo6i mong ra vé ché bai.

“Lam cai gi a?” toi hoi do.

“Thi 1am thu ky cho mot ngudi dan 6ng ddc than 4y ma,” giong
ba Wetherby kho chiu.

“Oi ba ban than mén, t6i thi nghi lam thu ky cho dan 6ng cé vo
mdi 1a té nhat,” ba Marple néi. “Ba nhd lai chuyén Mollie Carter
khén kho xem.”

“pan 6ng ma song xa vo thi thé ndo chang sinh chuyén,” ba
Wetherby noi.

“Ngay cd mot sO ngudi co vo bén canh cling thé thoi,” ba Marple
thi thao. “T6i con nhd...”

T6i ngit ngang dong hdi tudng day xtc pham ay: “Nhung rd
rang ngay nay phu nit cling cé thé di lam nhu dan éng ma.”

“La bd nha bd cra vé qué, 1a cung vao khach san hay sao?” ba



Price Ridley gay gat.

Ba Wetherby ru ri vdi ba Marple:

“Hai phong ngu lai chung mot ting nita chit...”

ROi ho dwa mat nhin nhau.

Ba Hartnell, ddng nguoi day dan phong swong va 13 ndi khiép
hai cia dan ngheo thi cao giong vui vé:

“Cai O6ng tién si tdi nghiép kia thé nao cling nhanh chdéng sip
bay. Ong ta ngay tho nhw dita tré con chua lot 1ong me, roi cac ba

”

Xem.

Thét ky la cho cdch ndi ay. Trong so cic ba cd ngdi day, liéu ba
nao cé kinh nghiém dé biét mdt hai nhi con trong bung me ra lam
sao khong nhi?!

“That kinh tdm, t6i néi thé day!” Ba Hartnell tiép tuc vdi vé bd
ba. “Ong ta gia hon con bé kia it nhat hai muoi 1am tudi.”

Ba giong phu nit dong thdi cat 1én ban tan nhitng chuyén khong
dau vao dau, tir cudc di nghi mat ctia dodi déong ca nam dén su’ co
dang tiéc trong budi hop cic ba me vira qua, roi chuyén nha tho cé
nhiéu gid lua... BA Marple nhay mat vdi Griselda.

“Ba ¢ nghi don gidn 13 ¢d Cram chi mudn tim mot cong viéc tot
hay khong?” vg t6i héi. “va cd ay chi xem tién si Stone nhu 6ng
cht thoi?”

Lang thinh. R 1a cd bon ba khong ai dong y. B4 Marple pha v
im l3ng bang cach vd nhe canh tay Griselda.

“Phu nhan than mén, c6 con tré 1am, ma tudi tré thudng cd y
nghi ngay tho nhu thé.”



Griselda phan nd tra 10i dau 6c nang chang hé ngay ngo.

“DI nhién véi ai c6 cling nghi t6t cho ho ca,” ba Marple ndi ma
khong chd v dén phan (ng vira roi.

“cé that ba nghi rang cd Cram mudn két hon véi cai ong hoi
dau chan ngat dy khong?”

“T6i nghe ndi 6ng ta giau su,” ba Marple dap. “Phai tdi tinh tinh
hoi néng ndy. HOm no 6ng ta da cdi nhau mot tran kinh hon véi
dai ta Protheroe.”

Ai nay déu chom ngudi 1én cham chud nghe.

“Pai ta Protheroe bao dng ta 1a d6 dot nat.”

“Pbung la cai nha 6ng Protheroe, ma cling that vd ly,” ba Price
Ridley noi.

“Pai td Protheroe nhuw thé 13 dung roi, nhung chuyén ay thi
khong vo 1y dau,” ba Marple néi. “Cac ba c6 nhé ngudi phu nit dén
day tu xung la dai dién Quy phuc lgi xa hoi khong? Sau khi thu
tién xong thi chang thiy tam hoi ba ta dau nita, ma ba ta ciing
chang hé dinh dang gl dén Qu§ phuc lgi. Ta thudng dé tin ngudi
nén nghi ai cling giéng nhw minh ca.”

T6i thi chang bao gidy xem ba Marple 12 ngudi dang tin cay.

“con c6 chuyén am 1 vdi hoa si Redding nita phai khéng?” ba
Wetherby hoi.

Ba Marple gat dau.

“Pai ta Protheroe dudi ciu ta ra khéi nha. Hinh nhu ciu ta vé

Lettice mac 4o tam.”

Qua la tin giat gan dung lic!



“Tdi van nghi gitta ching phai cé chuyén gi dd,” ba Price Ridley
ndi. “Anh chang kia Iic nao cling lang vang & nha ong ta. Tdi
nghiép con bé khong cé me, con me ké thi 1dm sao bang me rudt
dugc.”

“T6i dAm chic ba Protheroe d3 hét sttc ¢d gang,” b Hartnell noi.

“Bon con gai tinh khon 1am,” ba Price Ridley phan nan.

“Chuyén tinh 1dng man nhi,” ba Wetherby von da cam hon, 1én
tiéng. “Ma trong ciu ta rat dién trai.”

“Nhung lai phong dang!” ba Hartnell ndi. “Nghé si nay! Paris
nay! PAm ngudi mau nay! N6i chung 1a thé! chac chan ludn!”

“vé con bé mic 4o tdm thi chang hay ho chut ndo,” b Price
Ridley tiép.

“Ong ay cling vé ca toi nita,” Griselda 1én tiéng.

“Nhung cd ¢d mac do tAm dau, cd minh,” bd Marple néi.

“Co khi con té hon ay ch,” Griselda nghiém nghi ndi.

“Cai c0 bé hu nay!” ba Hartnell rong lugng pha tro, nhung
nhitng nguoi khac déu cé vé hoi sirng sot.

“Lettice ¢é ké chuyén rac rdi clia né khdng thuwa muc su?” ba
Marple hoi t6i.

“N6i véi toi u?”

“Vang. T6i trong thay nd bang qua vuon va dén ctra hong van
phong ma.”

Ba Marple ludn nhin thay moi chuyén. Céng viéc lam vuon hiu
nhu chi 13 cai cd, va thdi quen quan sat 1ii chim bang éng nhom
cuc dai lic ndo ciing cé thé bién thanh viéc thu thap thdng tin.



“Vang, co bé c6 dé cip dén chuyén ay,” toi thira nhan.

“Trong trg t& Hawes cé vé rat lo lang,” bd Marple néi. “Toéi hy
vong 0ng ay khong phai 1am viéc qua vat va.”

“A, quén mat, tdi cd tin nay can bado vdi muc su!” ba Wetherby
sdi noi kéu 1én. “Toi trong thay bac si Haydock tir nha ba Lestrange
di ra.”

Moi ngudi dwa mat nhin nhau.

“Cé thé ba 4y bénh chang?” ba Price Ridley goi v.

“Néu vay chac han 1a bénh rat dot ngdt,” ba Hartnell néi. “vi
chiéu nay Idc ba gi¢ t6i con tréng thiy ba ay di dao quanh vuon
nha, trong ba ta hoan toan manh khae.”

“B3 4y va bac s Haydock chic 13 ngudi quen cii,” ba Price Ridley
noi. “Ong bac si thi qua kin tiéng.”

“Ong ta chang bao gid dd déng viéc nay, la nhi,” bd Wetherby
nai.

“That ra...” Griselda ndi nho ra vé bi mat, réi ngung bat.

Moi ngudi ham hé chdém minh vé phia trudc.

“Toi tinh cd duoc biét chong ba ay 1a mot nha truyén gido,”
Griselda hting hon ké. “That kinh khung, 6ng Ay bi dn thit, cic ba
biét khong? Bi an thit thuc s nhé. Con ba ta thi bi ép lam vo tén
dau linh. Bic sT Haydock & trong doan thdm hiém va di giai cu
ba ay.”

Trong phut choc cd phong lao xao, sau dé ba Marple vira mim
cudi vira cit giong mang mo:

“Cai c6 bé hu nay!”



ROi ba vO nhe vao canh tay Griselda ra chiéu qud trach: “Lam
vay chang khdén ngoan dau, cd ban thin mén. Néu c6 bia dit
nhitng chuyén nhu thé, thién ha cd thé hoan toan tin that, ma cd
khi tir d4 lai nady sinh rac réi.”

Dé nhan ra khong khi nhat nh&o dang bao trum gian phong.
Hai trong s6 cic ba dirng 1én cdo tur.

“Khong biét cau Lawrence Redding va Lettice Protheroe cé gi vdi
nhau khong nhi?” b Wetherby néi. “Chac phai cé chuyén gi dé. Ba
nghi sao ba Marple?”

Ba Marple ra chiéu tu lu:

“L& ra toi khong nén noi thé nay. Khong phai Lettice. Pling ra toi
muon noi tédi mot nguwoi khac kia.”

“Nhung chac dai ta Protheroe nghi rang...”

“Cai ong nay hoi bi dan don, da suy nghi sai ma con khing
khang co chap nita,” ba Marple ndi. “Ba cd nhd Joe Bucknell trudc
day quan ly Blue Boar khong? Ong dai ta cling lam 4m 1én vu cau
Bailey ve vdn con gai minh, nhung hda ra tir dau dén cubi lai 1a c6
vg tinh ranh ctia 6ng ta.” Ba ta vira ndi vira nhin lom lom Griselda
khién tdi ndi con thinh nd:

“Ba Marple a, ba ¢é nghi ching ta qua 4c mom Aac miéng
khong? Nguwdi nhan dic thi khdng nén nghi xau cho ké khac. C&
thda thich dua chuyén tdm phao cd khi sé gay tai hai khé ludng,
thwa ba.”

“Muc st kinh mén, 6ng qua rat doi thanh cao,” ba Marple dap.
“T6i e rang néu nhin thé gian ndy nhuw toi thi thién ha s& chang
nghi vy dau. Chuyén ngoi 1é déi mach rat sai lam va xau xa,



nhung nhiéu khi lai chinh xdac, t6i ddm noéi vay do.”

Sau khi nd phat dan cudi cung ay, ba ta cdo t.



Chu’o’ng3

“Mu gia nanh ac,” Griselda kéu lén khi canh ctra vira khép lai.
Nang nhin vé huéng may ba khach budc ra roi quay lai cudi vdi
tOi:

“Len &, that ra minh cd nghi ngd em dan diu vdi Lawrence
Redding khong?”

“Tat nhién 1a khong, cung a.”

“Nhung minh nghi ba Marple mudn bdong gid diéu dé nén minh
da 16ng 1én quyét liét bao vé em. H&t nhu — hét nhu con hd dit
vay.”

NOi buc bdi thodng qua trong toi. Mot gido si clia Gido hodi Anh
Qudc khdng bao git dugc phép roi vao trang thai dugc md td nhu
mot con ho dit. Tuy vay, toi tin rang Griselda chi cudng diéu ma
thoi.

“Néu toi khong phan doéi thi lam sao dep chuyén ay sang mot
bén duoc!” toi ndi. “Nhung t6i mong minh than trong hon chut
nita trong 10i an tiéng noi, Griselda a.”

“Minh muon néi cAu chuyén an thit ngudi ha?” nang héi. “Hay
viéc Lawrence v& em khda than? Gid nhu cac ba ay biét anh ta vé
em trong chiéc 4o choang cd 16ng kin cong cao tudng — khdng hd
ra mdt manh da thit ndo — hoan toan cd thé dién kién buc gido
hoang! Tuyét voi trong sach minh a. Thdm chi Lawrence cling



khong hé cé y tdn tinh em — em chang hiéu vi sao nita.”

“DI nhién, vi minh 13 gai d3 cé chéng...”

“Pirng co vo vit nhu vira & cung trang roi xuéng Len nhé. Minh
thira biét mot phu nit tré dep quyén ri lai c6 chong gia 12 mén qua
trdfi ban cho bon trai tré. Han phai cé 1y do gi khdc — chit khong
phai vi em khong hip din — em ma khong hap dan sao!”

“Chac chdn minh khéng muén anh ta tan tinh minh day cha?”

“Kh-0-0-0-0ng,” Griselda dap vdi vé ngap nging nhiéu hon toi
tuong.

“Néu anh ta dang yéu Lettice Protheroe...”

“Hinh nhu ba Marple khong nghi vay.”

“Ba Marple c6 thé nham 1an.”

“B3 4y thi chang bao gi¥ nhAm. BA khom gid 4y lic ndo ciing
ding.” Nang ngung mot Iic roi liéc trom toi: “Minh tin em ma,
ding khéng minh? Y em 13 giita Lawrence véi em chang cé
chuyén gi ay?”

“DI nhién roi, Griselda than yéu cua t6i,” téi ngac nhién dap.

Nang lao dén hon t6i.

“Em mong minh dirng cé dé dang bi Itra Len a. Minh nén tin
moi diéu em noi.”

“Toi cling hy vong thé. Nhung minh o, t6i van minh, cd ma gilt
mom gitt miéng, ndi nang phai y t&¢ mot chat. Minh nhd cho 1a
cac ba 4y khong biét dua dau, chuyén gi ho cling quan trong hda

Ca.

“Piéu cac ba ay can 1a cudc doi cac ba cling c6 dugc ti chut



phéng dang trac nét, lic 4y cac ba sé khong phai mat cong dom
ngd ngudi khac nita,” Griselda vira noi vira di ra khoi phong. Con
toi liéc nhin déng ho deo tay r6i voi va di tham vai noi ma 18 ra
hom nay tdi phai di sém hon.

Nhu thudng 18, budi 18 chiéu th® tu lac dac ngudi du. Sau khi toi
thay xong trang phuc trong phong 4o 1é va budc ra thi nha th da
vang ngat, chi trir mot phu nit dang chdm cham nhin cic 6 ca
s6. Nha th¢ cé nhiéu 6 kinh mau cd xwa kha tinh xao, qua that rat
dang dé ngdm nhin. Nghe tiéng chan t6i ba ta quay lai, va toi
nhan ra d6 1a ba Lestrange.

Ca hai déu ngin nglr mot lic, roi toi noi:

“T6i hy vong ba thich ngbi nha thd nhé ctia ching t6i.”

“T6i dang chiém ngudng bitc binh phong nay,” giong ba vui vé,
tuy nho nhe nhung rd rang. R6i ba ndi thém: “T6i rat tiéc vi hdm
qua da 18 hen vdi ba nha.”

Chung t6i néi chuyén thém vai phtt nita vé nha thd. Ba qua 13
cé ngudi hoc thitc va hiéu biét vé lich st cling nhuw kién tric clia
nha tho. Chung toi roi khéi nha thd va cung di bo, vi 16i vé nha
muc vu di ngang qua nha ba. Khi chiing t6i dén cong, ba than mat
noi:

“M0oi muc su ghé vao nha téi mot chuat, xem tdi bay bién nha
ctra c6 dugc khong.”

T6i chap nhan 101 moi. Little Gates trudc day thudc vé mot dai ta
ngudi Anh lai An. va t6i khong thé khong cdm thay nhe nhdm khi



nhitng tdim bang bang ddng thau va cic pho tugng Burma d3 bién
mat. Gio day ngdi nha dugc bai tri rat gidn don nhung cuc ky tinh
t&, thé hién vé hai hoa va yén tinh.

cang luc tdi cang ngac nhién ty hoi diéu gi da khién mot ngudi
nhuw ba Lestrange lai dén & St. Mary Mead. M6t phu nt lich duyét
lai chon vui doi minh & lang qué héo 1anh nay thi qua la chuyén la
doi.

Trong anh sang ruc rd chia gian phong khach, 1an dau tién toi
cé dip quan sat ki ba ta. b6 1a mot phu nit dong déng cao, téc vang
dnh mau hung dé. Chan may va hang mi den nhanh, 1a t6 vé hay
do tw nhién thi tdi khéng doan dugc; nhung néu do trang diém thi
qua 1a rat khéo, t6i nghi. Guong mat ba phang phat giong bic
tuong nhan su dang nghi ngoi, vd mat bd — ddi mat la lung tdi
chua tirng thay — thi hdu nhw 14p 1anh anh vang.

Trang phuc hoan hao, phong thai ung dung ctia nguoi c6 hoc,
tuy vay & ba cé gi d6 vo Iy va khé hiéu. Cé cAm giac ba ta 13 mot bi
an. T6i chot nhé dén cum t¥ mang diém g& ma Griselda tirng
dung. Tat nhién la vd ly, nhung — cé qua vd ly khong? Mot v nghi
vut dén trong dau tdi: nguoi phu ni nay di lam gi 13 lam dén
cung.

Cau chuyén chung t6i hudng vao nhitng diéu théng thuong
nhat — hdi hoa, sach v&, cac nha thd c6. Tuy vay toi van cam thay
hét sic o rét 1a con cd chuyén gi d6 — mot chuyén hoan toan
khac ma ba Lestrange mudn néi vdi tdi. Vai lan tdi bat gip ba nhin
toi v6i vé ngip ngirng ky la, nhu thé ba khdng quyét dinh dugc.
T6i nhan thay ba chi toan ndi chuyén bang quo ch® khong hé



nhic dén chdng con hay ban bé than thich gi ca. Nhung ddng thoi
dnh mat ba lai 10 rd 10i kéu goi khan thiét: ‘Téi cé nén thua
chuyén véi muc su khong? Téi mudn néi 1am. Liéu muc su ¢é gitip
toi dugc khong?’

Cudi cling cai nhin khin khoan 4y tat lim — hodc cé thé chi do
toi tudng twong ma ra. Cam thiy minh dang bi dudi khéo, tbi
ding 1én cdo tir. Khi budc ra khéi phong, toi liéc nhin phia sau va
trong thay ba dam dam nhin theo t6i, vé mat bdi roi va do du. Toi
bat ngd quay lai:

“Liéu t6i cd thé gitp dudgc gl...”

“Muc su that t6t bung...” ba ludng Iu.

C3 hai chung t6i im 1ang. R6i ba ndi:

“Udc gl toi biét. Khd qua! Khong, t6i nghi chang ai gitp dudc
dau, nhung cdm on muc su di cé y tot.”

CS vé da dut khoat, vi thé toi ra vé, nhung van 14y lam kinh
ngac. T trudc gio' lang St. Mary Mead nay chua tirng cé chuyén gi
bi an.

cang ngac nhién hon, khi tdi vira 16 ra khéi cong thi 1ap titc da
bi ngudi khac vo 1ay. Ba Hartnell rat gioi chdp bat thién ha theo 16i
tho bao nay.

“Toi trong thdy muc sw roi nhé!” ba ta kéu 1én véi giong hai
hudc chdn ngat. “sot rudt qua di thoi. Gi¥ muc su cé thé ké toi
nghe moi viéc dugc khong?”

“viéc gi kia a?”

“Thi c4i ba phu nhan bi 4n 4y day! La ba gda hay c6 chdng & dau



dé hé muc su?”

“That tinh t6i khong biét. Ba iy khong ké véi t6i.”

“La nhil T6i tudng thé nao ba ta cling ngau nhién dé cap chuyén
d4. chac cd ly do gi ba ta méi khong néi, phai khong muc su?”

“Thuc sy toi khong nghi vay.”

“A, nhung muc su kinh mén, qua nhu 16i ba Marple, 6ng qua
ddi thanh cao. Nao muc su ndi toi nghe, ba ta quen biét bac si
Haydock lau chua?”

“B3 4y khong nhac dén dng bac si nén t6i khong biét.”

“That u? vay hai nguoi da ndi gi vdi nhau?”

“Vé tranh anh, Am nhac, sach v@,” t6i thanh that tra 16i. Ba
Hartnell von chi cht v dén nhitng chuyén don thuin riéng tuw nén
cd vé ngd vuc khong tin. Thira Itic ba ta ngap ngirng tim cach hoi
tiép, t6i chuic ba ngh ngon va nhanh chan bo di.

T6i dén mot ngdi nha xa hon trong lang va trd vé nha muc vu
bang céng sau, bang qua mot diém ‘néng’, 13 vudn nha ba Marple.
Tuy nhién t6i nghi viéc minh dén tham nha ba Lestrange chua thé
dén tai ba ta, vi vay toi cam thay an toan.

vira ch6t xong canh cong, tdi chot nay ra y dén nha kho trong
vudn, noi cu Lawrence Redding dung 1am xudng vé, dé tin mat
xem bic chan dung ctia Griselda thé njo.

Pén day to6i thém vao mot tinh tiét di doi gitp soi sang cho cac
bién cO xay ra sau do, va chi phac nhitng chi tiét can thiét ma
thoi.

T6i khong hé nghi cé ngudi trong xudng vé. Khong co bat ¢t Am



thanh nao vong ra dé canh bao t6i, va chan tdi budc trén tham cod
cling khong hé gy ra tiéng dong.

TO6i m& cra va roi khung lai & bac thém. La vi trong xudng vé
dang c6 hai nguoi; ngudi dan 6ng 6m ghi nguwdi phu nit va hon co
ta say dam.

Hai ngu0i ay chinh 13 hoa si Lawrence Redding va ba Protheroe.

Toi quay qua théi lui va voi 1an vao phong 1am viéc ctia minh.
dd, t6i ngdi xudng ghé, rut tau thudc ra va nghi ngoi. Phat hién
nay qua la cd séc 16n doi véi toi. Pac biét sau khi trdo chuyén véi
Lettice chiéu nay, t6i hAu nhu tin chic gifta c6 bé va chang trai kia
cé tinh cAm dang nhen nhém. Hon thé, tdi bi thuyét phuc rang
chinh Lettice cing nghi vay. RS rang cd bé khong hé nghi anh hoa
st lai ¢ tinh vy v§i me ké cia minh.

Phuc tap kinh khtng! Toi bat dic di phai khAm phuc ba Marple.
Ba ta khong hé nham lan, va rd rang diéu ngd vuc cia ba kha
chinh xac. T6i d3 hoan toan hiéu sai cai liéc mat day ngu y clia ba
vé phia Griselda.

T6i khong bao gio nghi vé ba Protheroe nhu vay. T trudc dén
nay toi thudng vi ba véi Caesar dai dé phu nhan — mot phu nt
tram tinh, ddc 1ap ma khong ai c6 thé nghi ngd vé su doan chinh.

T6i dang mai nghi diéu ay thi co tiéng g6 vao cra hong phong
lam viéc khién tbi birng tinh. T6i budc ra va thay ba Protheroe
di’ng bén ngoai. Téi vira m@ cra 1a ba ta budc vao ngay khong doi
mdi. Ba ta thd hon hén bang qua phong va budng minh xudng ghé
sofa.

TOi cd cam giac trudc day tdi chua bao gio' gap ba ta thuc su.



Nguoi phu nit trAm tinh va doc 14p ma tdi tirng biét da bién dau
mat, thay vao dd 1 mot sinh vat dang thé hio hén trong tuyét
vong. Lan dau tién t6i nhan ra Anne Protheroe vo cung xinh dep.
Ngudi phu nit téc nau, nudc da tdi xanh va doi mat mau lam
chiéu sdu tham gi& day do6 birng mat miii, tréng nguc phap phong.
C® nhu mot bic tuong bat ngd bién thanh nguwoi khién téi nhin
khong chép mat.

“T61 nghi tot nhat 1a dén day,” ba ta ndi. “Muc su — 6ng nhin
thay hét ca r6i phai khong a?”

TO6i gat dau.

“Chung toi yéu nhau,” ba ta khé ndi.

Ngay ca gifta lic boi r6i lo du va dau khd dy, ba ta van khong
gidu dugc nu cudi hé nd trén moi. Nu cudi cia mot phu nit trudc
diéu gi d6 dep de tuyét voi.

ThAy t6i van im lang, ba ta tiép tuc:

“cé 1& muc su thay viéc nay sai quiy 1am?”

“Ba c6 thé mong tdi ndi diéu gi khac hon sao, ba Protheroe?”

“Khong — khong, toi khong nghi vay dau a.”

Toi cb diu giong hét mitc cé thé:

“Ba la phu nit da c6 gia dinh...”

BA ta ngat 101 toi:

“Oi, t6i biét — tbi biét ch®. Muc su nghi chuyén nay thudng
xuyén 13p di 13p lai hay sao? Thuc su tdi khong phai hang trac nét
— khong phai vay, ma moi viéc cling khong — khong nhu muc su
nghi dau.”



“Vay thi t6i rat mirng,” t6i nghiém trang noi.

“Nhung muc st c¢d ké véi 6ng nha tdi chuyén nay khong?” ba ta
rut re hoi.

T6i lanh nhat tra 10i:

“Hinh nhu ai cling nghi rang tu si thi khdng biét cu x¥ nhu mot
quy ong lich Iam hay sao nhi. Khong dung dau.”

Anne liéc nhin tdi vdi vé biét on.

“T6i kho qua. 0i! Tdi vd ciing bat hanh. Téi khong thé tiép tuc.
T6i hoan toan khong thé chiu dung dudc nita, ma cling chang biét
phai lam sao.” Giong ba ta véng lén vdi vé cudng loan. “Muc su
khong biét cudc sdng ctia t6i thé ndo dau. Ngay tir dau toi da khon
kho véi Lucius. Khdng ngudi phu nit ndo cd thé hanh phuc véi dng
ta. Udc gi ong ta chét di cho xong... That khing khiép, nhung toi
mong thé... T6i da tuyét vong roi. Qua tuyét vong, thwa muc su.”

Chot ba ta giat nay ngui va nhin ra cra hong.

“Gli vay? T6i vira nghe tiéng ai dd, cé thé 13 Lawrence chang?”

T6i dén chd clra hdong ma lic ndy tdi tudng minh da déng lai
roi. Toi buwdc ra ngoai va nhin quanh vuon nhung khong thay ai
ca. Tuy vay t6i hiu nhu chic chin minh ciing d3 nghe thay tiéng
ai do, hodc cé 18 do Anne khang dinh khién t6i tin nhu vay.

Khi tdi tr& vao phong, ba ta dang ngdi dd ngudi vé phia trudc,
dAu cti guc. MOt hinh anh tuyét vong.

“T6i phai 1am gi bay gio? T6i phai lam gi bay gic?”

TO6i dén ngdi canh Anne va ndi nhitng diéu ma tbéi nghi l1a
nhiém vu minh phai néi, cd gang thuyét phuc ba ta, tuy nhién



1ong tdi van thay 14n can vi sang nay t6i dd budt miéng thét 1én
rang cudc doi nay sé tot hon néu khong cd dai ta Protheroe. Quan
trong hon ca, t6i cdu xin ba ta durng lam chuyén dai dot. B6 nha
ca chong con 1a hét sitc nghiém trong.

T6i khong cho rang minh d3 thuyét phuc duwoc Anne. T6i séng
da lau trén ddi dé hiéu rang tranh cdi véi ai d6 vé tinh yéu thi chi
phi cdng, nhung t6i nghi nhitng 16i minh néi cé thé an i ba ta
phan nao.

Khi Anne dirng day cdo ttr, ba ta cAm on t6i va hira sé suy nghi
vé nhitng gl tdi néi. Tuy vay, khi ba ta di roi thi tdi rat lo 1ang, cdm
thay 1au nay minh d3 danh gia sai tinh cach cia Anne Protheroe.
Gio' day ba ta khién t6i cé An twong ba 13 mot phu nit v cung liéu
Iinh, san sang danh ddi moi thi khi cAm xdc duge danh thdc. va
ba ta dang yéu Lawrence Redding, mdt tinh yéu tuyét vong, dién
cudng mé dam, véi mot chang trai kém minh nhiédu tudi.

T6i khong thich diéu do.



Chu’o’ng4

TOi quén bang chuyén moi Lawrence Redding dung bita t6i hdm
d4, nén Iic Griselda xuat hién v mang ma toi rang chi con it phut
nita thoi 1a dén gid &n thi t6i hoan toan sing sot.

“Em hy vong moi viéc s& 6n minh a,” Griselda ndi véi sau lung
t0i. “Em da suy nghi vé chuyén minh ndi ldc an trua, va em da
tinh dén mot s6 mén ngon.”

Tién thé tdi ndi ludn, bita an t6i ctia ching t6i hoan toan xac
nhin mot diéu 1a cd vo téi tham gia thi tinh hinh lai cang toi té
hon. Vé y tudng thi thuc don rat hoanh trang, nhung dudng nhu
Mary lai to ra khoai tra khi biéu dién thanh cong viéc ndu mén
nay qua lra xen ké vdi mon kia song nhan. Mén hau ma Griselda
dat hang cé vé da vugt qua muc vung vé, rui thay chung t6i lai
khong thé dua ra 1am vi du, vi mai dén ldc dung mdi phat hién ra
trong nha khong c¢é dung cu dé mé hau!

TO6i hoi ngd vuc khong biét Lawrence c¢é dén chiéu 1é khong. Rat
c6 thé anh ta s& giti 16 cdo vang.

Tuy nhién anh ta lai dén kha dung gi¥, va ca bon chung toi
dung bita toi.

Khong thé pht nhin Lawrence Redding 1a ngudi cé tinh cach
hip dan. Anh ta khoang ba muoi tudi, t6i dd chirng. Téc den
nhung la thay d6i mat lai mau xanh sang ruc. LA loai thanh nién



xuit sac, choi thé thao gidi, mot tay thién xa, mot dién vién
nghiép du cé hang va 1a ngudi rat c6 duyén an néi. Anh ta cé kha
nang khudy déng ddm dong, va la ngudi cé dong mau Ireland
chay trong huyét quan. Anh ta hoan toan khoéng phai 13 mot nghé
sT mau muc ly tudng, tuy vay toi van nghi anh ta la mot thg vé
lanh nghé theo phong cich hién dai. Vé hoi hoa thi ban than toi
rt it hiéu biét.

Vao bubi tdi dic biét nhu thé nay, néu anh ta cd té ra dang tri
do6i chut thi cling 1a chuyén thuong tinh. Nhin chung, anh ta &ng
XU rat tot. T6i nghi Griselda hay Dennis khong hé nhan ra diéu gi
khdc la. C6 thé ban than t6i cling khong nhan ra diéu gi néu nhu
trudc dé toi khong biét chuyén.

Pac biét Griselda va Dennis vui nhu hdi — ho lién tuc bong dua
vé mot xi-cang-dan dia phuong — chuyén tién si Stone va cb
Cram! bot nhién tdi thdy nhdi 1ong khi nghi Griselda bang vai
phai 1t¥a véi Dennis hon 13 véi toéi. Thang bé goi tdi 12 bac Len,
nhung Griselda thi nd chi goi trong bang tén. Khong hiéu sao diéu
nay khién tdi cdm thay hoi lac 16ng.

T6i nghi 18 ra minh phai lo 4u vé chuyén ba Protheroe mdi
dung, chir t6i khong thudng dé v dén nhitng 10i ban tan khong
diu vao dau nhu thé nay. Griselda va Dennis lai tiép tuc budn
chuyén nhung t6i chang con long da ndo ma qud trach ho. Ti van
ludn nghi that dang tiéc khi sy c¢d mat clla mdt gido si cd thé
khién hai bac chau nha ho mat hing.

Lawrence cling vui vé gép chuyén, tuy nhién toi nhan ra doéi
mat anh ta khong ngitng huéng sang chd t6i ngdi, va téi khong



ngac nhién khi sau bita an anh ta tim cach di theo t6i vao phong
lam viéc.

Ngay khi chi con lai hai chiing toi, thai d0 anh ta hoan toan
thay doi, nét mit phd phac, day vé nghiém trong va lo 1ang.

“Bf mat cia ching toi 1am ngai bat ngd 1am phai khong, thua
ngai?” anh ta ndi. “vay ngai sé lam gi a?”

VGi Redding tdi cé thé trao d6i thang than hon nhiéu so véi ba
Protheroe. Anh ta chdm chu lang nghe roi tra 10i:

“Chac chan ngai s& néi vay, vi ngai 1a muc su, to6i néi diéu nay
khong hé cé y xtiic pham ngai. That ra t6i nghi cd thé ngai cd ly,
tuy nhién chuyén gitta Anne va t6i thi khong giong nhu vay dau.”

T6i bao Redding rang cai cAu nay van la ciu cra miéng cla
ngudi doi ngay tr thud khai thién 1ap dia, thé 1a moi anh ta nd
mot nu cudi méo xéch:

“Y ngai 1a ai cling cho truong hop ctia minh 1a duy nhat u? Cé
thé 13 vay. Nhung cd mot diéu ngai cAn phai tin.” Anh ta cam doan
véi toi rang cho dén nay ‘chua cé didu gi sai trai cd’. Anh ta bao,
Anne 13 mot trong nhitng phu ni* doan chinh va trung hiu nhat
trén doi. Con sap tdi s& nhu thé ndo thi anh ta khong biét.

“Néu chi 13 chuyén trong sach vé thi 130 gia kia phai chét,” anh
ta rau 11 ndi. “Po 1a cach giai thoat tot dep cho moi ngudi.”

T6i qud trach Redding.

“O! T6i khdng cd v néi rang tdi s& lui cho 130 ta mdt nhat tir sau
lung, nhung t6i sé v cuing caAm on bat ¢ ai 1am diéu do. Trén doi
nay chang ai cd 14y mot 10i tot dep vé 130 ca. T6i hoi ngac nhién vi



sao ba vo diu cta ldo khong khit 130 cho roi. Nhiéu nam trudc cd
1an t6i gdp ba ta, trong ba ta hoan toan cé kha ning lam viéc dé.
MOt ngudi dan ba diém tinh dén mic dang sg. L3o ta thi tinh tinh
cdu ban hiém thay, lic ndo ciing quat thdo, gdy s Am 1 hét nhu
con quy dit. Ngai khong biét Anne phai chiu dung 130 ta thé nao
diu. Gid nhu t6i co tién thi tdi dd mang nang di ngay roi.”

Sau dd, téi ndi chuyén véi anh ta hét sitc nghiém tuc. T6i ciu
xin anh ta roi khéi lang St. Mary Mead, vi con & day, anh ta chi
1am cho Anne Protheroe da bat hanh lai cang dau kho thém ma
th6éi. Thién ha ban ra tan vao, thé nao cling dén tai dai ta
Protheroe — va moi viéc sé cuc ky tai hai cho ba ay.

Lawrence phan doi:

“Ngoai ngai ra thi chang ai biét gi c3, thua ngai.”

“Redding than mén, cidu danh gia thap nang khiéu tham t& cla
dan lang roi. O St. Mary Mead nay ai cling biét nhitng chuyén
riéng tuw nhat ctia cau. Khong nha tham t& nao & Anh Quoc sanh
bang mot ba cd ddc than khé doan tudi, ma thdi gian ranh rdi thi
qua du thtra.”

Anh ta ung dung tra 10i rang chang sao c3, vi ai cling tuéng dé
la Lettice.

“Cau c6 nghi cd thé ban than Lettice cling tudng vay khong?” tdi
héi.

Lawrence hoan toan bat ngd vi y tuéng ay, anh ta bao Lettice
chang hé ngd ngang dén anh ta, chic chan vay.

“Co ay 1a mot cb gai ky quac,” anh ta ndi. “Luc nao cling mo mo
mang mang nhung that ra kha thuc té, tdi nghi vay. Cai 10i mo



mang 4y chi 1a diéu bd gia tao, ch® Lettice biét rat rd minh dang
lam gi. C6 ta dang nuodi long han thy, va la lung 1a ¢o ta ghét Anne.
Cuc ky ghét nang. Tuy vay Anne bao gi0 ciing doi x hét sitc thanh
thién vdi c6 nang.”

Tat nhién t6i khong tin 16i anh ta. V6i nhitng ké si tinh thi
ngudi yéu cuia ho bao gid cling X sw nhu thién than. Tuy vay, theo
nhan xét cua riéng t6i, Anne luén cu x v4i cd con riéng ctia chong
mot cach tdt bung va thang than. Ban than tdi chiéu nay da kha
b4t ngd vi giong diéu gay gat clia Lettice.

Chung t6i budc phai ngirng cau chuyén vi Griselda va Dennis
thinh linh x6ng vao 1am gidn doan va bao rang tdi khong nén dé
Lawrence ngoi tro chuyén nhuw mot ong gia.

“Oi troi, sao minh mong c6 chuyén giat gan vay khong biét. Mot
vu giét ngudi — hay mot vu trdm cling dugc,” Griselda vira ndi vira
ngoi phich xudng ghé banh.

“T6i khong nghi & day cé gl ddng gid dé ma trom, trit phi chdng
ta trdm ham ring gia ctia ba cd Hartnell,” Lawrence c6 gang nhap
cuoc pha tro.

“Cai ham giad 4y ma va vao nhau thi nghe gdm khiép,” Griselda
noéi. “Nhung anh bdo & lang nay khong cé gi dang gia 1a 1am to.
Nha 6ng Protheroe cé mdt s6 dd c6 bang bac dep tuyét voi. Pia va
lo dung mudi va mot chiéc tadch thuy tinh Tazza tir thoi Charles dé
nhi — toan la vat quy thoi. T6i nghi ching dang gia hang ngan
bang.”

“Coi chitng 130 ta tang cho may ngudi mot phat sing luc bay
gi,” Dennis noi. “Pung nghé cua chang ma.”



“O! vay thi chung ta s& ra tay cudp ctia,” Griselda ndi. “C6 ai cé
sung luc khéng nhi?”

“T6i cd mot khAu hiéu Mauser,” Lawrence dap.

“Anh c6 ha? 0i hoi hop qua! Sao ma anh c6 duoc?”

“Ky vat thoi chién,” Lawrence dap van tat.

“L3o Protheroe hom nay da cho Stone xem do6 bac,” Dennis xen
vao. “Cé vé gia Stone mé man may thit iy qua chirng.”

“Tudng ho da cdi nhau vé vu ngdi md,” Griselda noi.

“O, ho dan hoa véi nhau réi,” Dennis ndi. “Du sao chau cling
chang biét ngudi ta ddo x6i may ngdi mo dé tim cai gi nita.”

“Cai nha 6ng Stone nay lam tdi thay khé hiéu qud,” Lawrence
g6p chuyén. “T6i nghi chic 6ng ta phai dang tri 1am nén nhiéu khi
chang biét ti gi v& chuyén mén cila minh ca.”

“Tinh yéu la thé,” Dennis budt miéng. “Gladys Cram than yéu,
nang khong hé v& vinh. Him ring nang trang béng khién long
anh sung suwdng ngat ngdy. Nay c6 dau tuong lai, hidy dén day
cung anh bay vao cd6i mdng. Va tai Blue Boar, trong gian phong
ngl nay...”

“pul roi ddy Dennis,” tdi ngat 181 thang bé.

“A, gi0 t0i xin kiéu,” Lawrence Redding ndi. “CAm on ba rat
nhiéu vé budi tdi rat vui vé hdm nay, ba Clement.”

Griselda va Dennis tién anh ta ra vé, roi Dennis mot minh quay
lai phong 1am viéc. €4 chuyén gi dé xay ra 1am thang bé buc bdi.
NO rao budc quanh phong, cau cd da ban da ghé. b6 nodi that nha
t0i dd qua ci ki dén muc khé ma hu hong hon nita, nhung t6i



budc phai nhe nhang phan wng. “Chau xin 18i,” Dennis néi.

N6 im lang mot lic r6i budt miéng:

“Cai chuyén ngdi 16 d6i mach théi tha do ban gi dau a!”

Toi hoi ngac nhién. Dennis khong thudng té thai dd kiéu dé.

“Co chuyén gi vay?” t6i hoi.

“Chau khong biét cd nén noi vdi bac khéng niva.”

T6i cang ngac nhién hon.

“Qua stic toi té ban thiu,” Dennis lai néi. “Pi dau cling réu rao du
thi* chuyén. ThAm chi khong chi k& 1€ ma con néi béng néi gid
nita. Thoi, quy tha ma bat — chiu ma ké véi bac thi — chdu xin
16i! Chuyén tém 1am bac oi.”

T6i td md nhin thang chau nhung khong ép né néi thém. Tuy
vay toi v cung ngac nhién vi tinh Dennis xura nay khong quen gilt
kin chuyén gi trong 1ong.

Ngay luc ay Griselda budc vao.

“Ba Wetherby mdi vira goi dién thoai cho em. Ba Lestrange ra
ngoai tr tAm gidy mudi 1am ma gid van chuwra vé nha. Chang ai biét
ba ay di dau.”

“Ho can biét dé 1am gi chu?”

“Nhung ba ay khong dén bac si Haydock. BA Wetherby biét rd
chuyén 4y vi ba ta da goi cho ba Hartnell & gin nha 6ng bac si, néu
ba Lestrange dén thi ba Hartnell d3 nhin thay ba ta r6i.”

“T6i chang hiéu 1Am sao ngudi dan & day cd thé an udng dugc,”
tdi néi. “Han 13 ho phai vira ditng canh clra s6 vira dung bita méi
chac chan khéng bé sét diéu gi.”



“Chua hét dau minh a,” Griselda van sbi sing suc. “Ho da phat
hién & Blue Boar, tién si Stone va cd Cram thué hai phong ké can,
thé nhung...” nang ve vay ngdn tay to y tin s6t déo “...1ai khong cd
ctra thong nhau!”

“vay chac moi ngudi that vong 1am,” tdi néi.

Griselda pha 1én cu0i.

Mé&i dau ngay thit ndm da c6 chuyén khong hay. Hai ba trung nién
trong gido phan cta toi cdi nhau vé viéc trang hoang nha thag. To6i
dugc moi dén phan x{, ba nao ba ndy déu gian dién ngudi s6i bot
mép. Néu gidn dit khong lam tinh than con ngudi ta bi x4o tron
thi cling khién than thé bi tic dong nhiéu.

Sau dé tdi phai khién trach hai ciu bé trong doi dong ca vi da
nhai keo trong sudt budi 18, va téi buc bdi cam thdy minh da
khong toan tam toan y 1am 1é nhw 18 ra minh phai lam.

Tiép dén la ngudi choi dan ong, von rat ‘nhay cam’, lai cé diéu
phat v can v0 vé xoa diu.

Va roi bon gido dan nghéo tuyén bo céng khai chong doi ba
Hartnell khién ba ta noéi tran 16i dinh chay di tim t6i.

T6i dinh quay vé nha thi gip dai ta Protheroe. Ong ta dang rat
hé ha vi vira tém dugc ba tén san trdm vdi tu cach 1a quan chitc
dia phuong.

“Phai gilt ky cuong chir,” 6ng ta oang oang giong. Vi hoi nang tai
nén Protheroe thudng néi to. “Can phai nghiém khac — d6 14 diéu
can thiét hién nay! Phai tritng phat dé 1am guong. Cai thang



Archer x6 14 h6m qua vira mdi 10i mat chudt, tdi nghe noi né thé
sé tra thu t6i. Quan con do vo lai ldo xugc! Tuc ngit c6 cau, cang bi
tril éo thi cng séng dai. LAn sau tdi ma bat gdp nd sin trom chim
tr1 ctia toi thi né s& hiéu ra thé nio 1a chuyén né tra thu tdi. Qua
16ng 1éo! Bay gid chuing ta budong 16ng qua! To6i thi lo vach mat bon
chiing con muc su’ thi bao gi¢ cling dugc yéu ciu phai chiéu c6 dén
vg con chung nd. Cuc ky bay bal V& van, 140 toét! Tai sao mot
thang dan ong cd thé thoat toi chi vi chung dem vg con ra ma
than van cd ch? Vdi t6i thi dira nao cling nhu nhau — bac si, luat
su, thay tu, sdn trdm hay thang nat rugu ludi biéng vo tich sw —
hé bt dugc thang nao pham luat thi phai dé luat phép x& ching.
T6i chic muc su ddng y vdi tdi.”

“Ong quén rang chic phan cta tdi budc toi phai tudn thi mot
pham chéit cao hon moi thit — 14 1ong khoan dung,” t6i ndi.

“A, t0i 12 ngudi cong tAm ma. Khong ai cd thé phan bac diéu dé.”

Toi khong noéi gi, thé 13 6ng ta 1én giong gay gat:

“Sao muc su khong tra 101 t6i? Ong nghi gl ma mai mé thé?”

TOi ludng v, roi quyét dinh ndi:

“T6i dang suy nghi rang dén phut 1Am chung, t6i s& hdi tiéc néu
1au nay 16 khan ciu cta tdi chi 1a cong ly. Boi diéu dd cé nghia
cuoi cung t6i da bi cong 1y trirng phat...”

“Hu! Piéu chung ta can 1a mot chut tinh than chién dau Co Poc
gido. Toi lubn ludn hoan thanh nghia vu cia minh, hy vong thé.
C6 vay thoi. Nhuw di ndi, chiéu tdi nay tdi sé dén. Néu muc su
khong phién thi ching ta s& lam viéc vao sdu gid muodi lam thay
vl sau gio. Toi phai di thAm mot nguoi trong lang.”



“Gio’ &y hoan toan phu hop vdi toi.”

Protheroe huo gdy va sai budc, con tdi voi va dén chd Hawes.
Sang nay t6i thiy cau ay cd vé nhudm bénh. T6i dinh khién trach
nhe ciu ta vé mot s6 viéc trong phadn hanh ma ciu ta lam dd dang
hoic 16n x0n, nhung nhin guong mait trang béch cing thang cia
Hawes, t0i biét ciu ta bi bénh.

Khi toi ndi vy thi Hawes phti nhan, nhung khong kich liét. Sau
cung cau ta thd that minh khéng dugc khde, va td ra san sang
nghe 181 khuyén ctia ti 13 v& nha nam nghi.

TO6i vOi vang an trua roi di thdm mot s ngudi. Griselda thi da di
London bang chuyén tiu giad ré ngdy th nam. Pén khoang bén
gi0 kém mudi 1am t6i tré vé, dinh bung phac thao bai Phiuc Am
ngay chu nhat thi Mary ndi 6ng Redding dang ch¢ toi trong van
phong.

TOi trong thay anh ta dang bon chon di di lai lai. Mat anh ta
trang béch va phd phac. Thay tdi budc vao, anh ta dot ngdt quay
lai.

“TOi da nghi thau ddo vé chuyén ngai ndi hom qua. Pém qua toi
thitc trang suy nghi. Ngai néi ding. Téi nén doan tuyét va ra di.”

“Anh ban than mén,” toi ndi.

“piéu ngai ndi vé Anne hoan toan dung. T6i con & lai diy thi chi
thém rac réi cho ning. Nang — nang qua tot. Téi biét minh can
phdi ra di. T6i 1am khd nang nhu vay la da roi, cAu Chda phi hd
cho t6i.”

“Ta nghi anh da c6 quyét dinh duy nhat hop ly,” tdi ndi. “Ta biét
do6 1a mot quyét dinh kho khan, nhung hay tin ta di, cudi cung do



sé 1a diéu tot nhat.”

T6i c6 thé thay anh ta nghi rang dé 1a diéu dé dang ndi ra boi
mot nguoi khong biét minh dang noi gi!

“Ngai sé cham séc Anne ch¥? Nang can cé mot ngudi ban.”

“Anh c yén chi, ta sé lam moi viéc hét sitc minh.”

“Xin cAm on ngai.” Anh ta siét chat tay toi. “Ngai 1a nguoi ti té,
thwa ngai. T6i nay t6i s& gdp nang dé chio tam biét, va cd thé toi
sé& thu xép hanh 1y dé sdng mai 1én dudng. Kéo dai ndi thong khé
thi chang ich gi. CAm on ngai da cho t6i mugn nha kho 1am chd
vé tranh. Toi rat tiéc da khong kip hoan thanh bitc chan dung cda
phu nhan Clement.”

“pirng ban tadm viéc 4y, anh ban than mén. Tam biét, cAu Chua
phu ho cho anh.”

Khi anh ta ra vé, toi cd gng viét tiép bai Phic &m nhung chang
dugc. Pau dc t6i o 1an quan chuyén Lawrence va Anne Protheroe.

LUuc nam gio rudi, toi dang dung mot tach tra d& té, ngudi va
dang ngat, thi chudng dién thoai reo. Cé ngudi bao tin 6ng Abott &
Lover Farm dang hap ho6i va moi t6i dén ngay.

T6i 1ap tic goi dén 0Old Hall, vi Lover Farm cach nha muc vu dén
gin hai dim, cé thé toi s& khdng quay vé kip sau gi®d mudi 1am,
ma t6i lai khong biét di xe dap. Tuy vay, dau day kia bdo 13 dai ta
Protheroe vira 1én xe ra di, vi thé tdi cling 1én dudng sau khi nhin
véi Mary rang c¢é ngudi mdoi nén toi phai di, nhung t6i sé cd gang
quay vé khodng sau gi® rudi hodc mudn hon mot chut.



Chu’dngS

Pén qua sdu giod rudi gdn bay gid t6i mdi vé dén nha muc vu. Khi
tdi dén sat cong thi canh cdng bat ma& va Lawrence Redding budc
ra. Anh ta ding chét sitng khi nhan ra toi, con t6i nhin bo dang
anh ta ma kinh hai. Trong anh ta nhu ngudi sdp hda dién, mat
trogn trirng, mat may trang béch nhu xac chét, tay chan co giit run
ray.

Trong choc lat t6i ngd anh ta di ndc rugu say, nhung 1ap tic
bac bd y nght ay.

“Nay, anh lai dén tim ta ddy ha?” T6i hoi. “Xin 16i vi ta di vang.
Gid anh quay lai di. Ta sdp gap 6ng Protheroe vé mot s6 viéc lién
quan dén s6 sich — nhung chac chdng tdi khéng 1am viée 1au
dau.”

“Protheroe,” anh ta ndi roéi cuoi pha 1én. “Protheroe 3?2 Ngai s&
gap Protheroe sao? O, thé ndo ngai cling gap 6ng ta ngay. 0i! Lay
Chua t6i — vang!”

Toi tr6 mat nhin réi may mdc dua tay vé phia Lawrence, nhung
anh ta dot ngot tranh sang mot bén.

“Khdng,” anh ta gAn nhu hét 1én. “Tdi cAn phai di — dé suy
nghi. T6i cAn suy nghi. Toi phai suy nghi.”

Anh ta bo chay va nhanh chéng khuit dang trén con dudng dan
vé lang, dé€ lai tdi ditng chdm chidm nhin theo va trd vé véi y nghi



ban dau la anh ta say rugu.

Sau cung t6i 1ac dau va di vio nhi. Cra trudc Iic ndo cling dé
ngd, tuy nhién téi van nhan chudng. Mary vira chti tay vao tap dé
vira budc ra.

“Cudi cing muc su da vé,” c6 1én tiéng.

“Pai ta Protheroe c6 dén khong?” tdi hoi.

“Trong phong lam viéc. Tdi hoi sdu giod mudi lam.”

“Con 6ng Redding ndy gio cd vao day khong?”

“MAy phut trudc cé téi day héi thdm muc su. Tui ndi dng sip vé
va dai ta Protheroe dang ch¢ trong phong lam viéc, dng ndi vay
ong cting chd roi budc vo. Gi¥ 6ng dang & tréng.”

“Khong, anh ta khong cé trong ay,” t6i ndi. “T6i vira gdp anh ta
di ra dudng.”

“A, tui khong biét ong di. Viy 6ng chi & day cé moét hai phut
thoi. Ba cha thi 1én thanh pho chua vé.”

TOi 10 ddng git dau. Mary rat vao bép con tdi di doc theo hanh
lang va md& ci¥a phong.

Ngoai hanh lang troi nhap nhoang, khi m@ cira thi 4nh nang
chiéu roi vio phong khién tdi bi 16a mat. Toi budc mdt hai budc
vao phong va roi dirng lai chét sttng.

Trong khodnh khic t6i khong thé nio tin noéi cdnh tuong xay ra
trudc mat minh. Pai t4 Protheroe ndm séng sodi trén ban viét cta
tdi trong tu thé khtng khiép. Trén mat ban gan ché dau ong ta,
mot viing dich den ngom tir tir nho giot xudng san nha nghe tong
tong that rung ron.



TO6i tran tinh lai va budc dén gan dai tad. SO vao thi da 6ng ta
lanh ngat. Nhac tay l1én thi tay roi thdng xudéng, éng ta da chét —
mot vién dan gam vao so.

TOi budc ra clra goi Mary. Khi c0 ta vao, toi ra 1énh cho ¢ ta
chay hét toc luc di mdi bac s Haydock nha & ngay géc dudng. Toi
bao cb ta la da xay ra tai nan.

ROi toi quay lai khép ctra chd bac si dén.

May thay, Mary tim thay bac si dang & nha. Haydock la mot
ngudi tot bung, voc cao to luwc ludng, nét mat thd kéch va chat
phac. Ong ta nhuwdn may khi tdi lang 1ang chi vio phong, nhung 13
mot bac st dich thuc, 6ng khong may may to ra xic dong, ong cui
xudng gan xac chét va nhanh chéng khdm nghiém. R6i Ong ta
ding thang ngudi va nhin to6i tir dAu dén chan.

“Thé nao?” toi hoi.

“Ong ta chét that réi — phai noi 13 da chét nira tiéng dong ho.”

“Tw sat u?”

“Khdng thé nhu thé dugc. Muc su nhin vi tri vét thuong nay.
Hon nita néu 6ng ta tw ban minh thi khau sung & dau?”

“Pung vay, khong c6 dau hiéu cia bat ¢ vat gi nhu thé.”

“Tot nhat chung ta khong dugc dong dén hién truong,” Haydock
ndi. “pé tdi goi bao canh sat.”

BAc sT nhic 6ng nghe va néi chuyén, 6ng trinh bay van tat su
viéc roi gdc may va dén cho tdi dang ngoi.

“Viéc nay té hai qua. Muc su tim thiy 6ng ta nhu thé nao?”

T6i giai thich.



“MOGt viéc té hai,” dng bac si 1ap lai.

“Co phai... ¢ phai 13 giét nguoi khong?” toi rut re hoi.

“Co vé nhu vay. Y toi 12 1am sao khac hon ch®@? Quai la, khong
biét ai di ra tay vdi 6ng 130 dang thuong nay. TAt nhién tdi hiéu
chang ai wa gi 6ng ta, nhung thudng ngudi ta dau bi giét vi 1y do
dé — rai thay.”

“con mot chuyén kha ky la nita,” t6i ndi. “Chiéu nay cé ngudi
dién thoai moi t6i dén nha mot gido dan dang hap hoi, nhung khi
t6i dén noi thi moi nguoi déu ngac nhién vi nguoi bénh di kha
hon rat nhiéu so vdi may hém trudc, va ba vo 6ng ta dit khoat
pht nhan 1a khoéng hé goi cho t6i.”

Haydock nhiu may.

“pay 14 viéc cé chll y — rat cé ch1 y. Muc su di tring ké diéu ho
ly son. Ba nha dau roi?”

“Nh3 tdi di London suot ca ngay.”

“con cd hau?”

“0’trong bép — phia dau hoi bén kia.”

“0’bén ay hinh nhu cd ta khong nghe thay gi tir bén nay vong
dén. Su viéc kinh khing qud. Cé ai biét chiéu nay Protheroe dén
day khong?”

“sang nay trén dudng lang, 6ng ta da nhac tdi viéc Ay bang cai
giong oang oang c6 hitu.”

“Nghia 13 ca lang déu biét! B4t ludn thé nao ho cling biét! Vay c6
biét ké ndo cé hiém thl véi 6ng ta khdng?” Guong mit trang béch
va dnh mat nhin tran trdi cia Lawrence vut hién ra trong dc toi,



nhung t6i chwa kip tra 16i thi cé tiéng chan bén ngoai hanh lang.

“Canh sat dén,” dng ban t6i ndi roi dirng day.

Canh sat trudng Hurst dai dién cho luc luong canh sat viung
nay, ra vé rat quan trong nhung lai chang may lo 1ang.

“Xin chao quy 6ng. Chut xiu nita 6ng thanh tra sé dén. Trong
khi cho doi toi sé 1am theo chi thi ctia 6ng ay. T6i dugc biét dai ta
Protheroe d3 bi ban chét — & phong 1am viéc cia muc su.”

Ong ta dirng lai r6i ném cho toi cai nhin lanh lung diy ngo vuc
khién t6i phai co gitt thai dd binh thuong cia mot nguoi vo tdi. RoOi
6ng ta dén bén ban lam viéc va thong bao:

“Khong dugc dong vao bat c thw gi trudc khi 6ng thanh tra
dén.

Pé ddc gia tién theo ddi, tdi gan vao day so d6 can phong.*

Canh sat trudng rat s6 tay ra, nhdm wdt dau but chi rdi nhin
hai ching toi.

T6i ké lai chuyén minh phat hién xdc chét. Sau mdt hoi ghi
chép toan b0, 6ng ta quay sang vién bac si.

“Theo Ong thi dau 13 nguyén nhan giy ra cdi chét, bac si
Haydock?”

“Bi ban vao dau & cy ly rat gan.”

“con vii khi?”

“T6i khong thé ndi chinh xac mdt khi chdng tdi chua 14y dugc
dau dan. Nhung theo tdi cé thé vién dan dugc ban ra tir mot khau
sung nong nho — vi du loai Mauser.25.”

T6i lai nhd dén cudc néi chuyén tdi hom trude va 16i thira nhan



clia Lawrence Redding vé khiu stung. Vién cadnh sat givong cip
mat &c nhdi lanh ling nhin toi:

“Ong c6 ndi gi khong, thua 6ng?”

T6i 1ac dau. cho dau t6i cd nghi ngd di nita thi dé ciing chi 1a
nghi ngd khong hon khong kém, ma diéu ay thi phai git trong
long.

“Theo y kién cta Ong thi tham kich nay xay ra lic nao?” Bic si
ngan ngu giay 1at roi tra 1oi:

“Nan nhan mdi chét khoang hon nira tiéng dong ho. Chic chan
khong 1au hon.”

Hurst quay lai phia toi:

“CO nguoi hau c6 nghe thiy gi khong?”

“Theo tdi biét thi c6 4y khong nghe thay gi ca,” t6i dap. “Nhung
6ng nén hai co ta thi tot hon.”

Nhung ngay lic ay Thanh tra Slack dén, 6ng ta di 6 t0 ti* Much
Benham cach day hai dam duong.

TAt ci nhitng gi tdi c¢d thé ndi vé Thanh tra Slack* 1a chua bao
gi¢ cd ai lai mang cdi tén hoan toan trai nguoc v4i minh nhu thé.
Pd 1a mot ngudi da ngdm ngam, dang vé nang dong va manh mé,
ddi mat den linh hoat, cung cach thd bao va cuc ky hdng hach.

Thanh tra gat dau chiéu 1é dap lai 10i chao cia chung t6i, chop
14y sO ghi chép ctia thudc cip doc luwét qua roi khéd trao doi vdi
Hurst mot vai tir coc 16c, sau do sai budc dén bén t thi.

“Moi thir & day da bi xé dich va xdo tung 1én roi.”

“To1 khong hé dong dén cai gi ca,” Haydock noi.



“TOi cling thé,” toi noi.

Vién thanh tra loay hoay mot Itic sam soi moi th® trén ban
cing nhu viing mau.

“cha cha!” Giong 6ng ta dic thiang. “Th® ching ta cAn day roi.
Cai dong ho da ngung chay khi 6ng ta ngad xudng. biéu nay sé cho
chung ta biét thdi diém xay ra tdi 4c. Sdu gi® hai muoi hai phut,
6ng noi nguwdi nay chét lic may gio ha bac si?”

“Toi noi khodng nira tiéng dong ho, nhung...”

Vién thanh tra xem dong ho tay ciia minh.

“Bay gid0 nam phut. T6i duoc tin khodng mudi phut trudc, Iac
bay gio kém ndm. Xac chét duoc phat hién khoang bay gid kém
mudi 1am. Toi dugc biét dng di dugc moi dén ngay 1ap tic, nghia
la 6ng kham t® thi Itc bay gi¢ kém mudi — Thé day, vay 1a hau
nhu chinh xac tirng giay!”

“To1 khong dam bao tuyét doi chinh xac vé thdoi gian,” Haydock
noéi. “chi 1a udc tinh thoi.”

“Thé 1a tot r6i 6ng a, tot roi.”

TOi cd nodi xen vao:

“Vé chiéc dong ho 3y thi...”

“Xin 16i thua muc su, can biét diéu gi thi tdi sé& hoi 6ng nhé.
Khong cé nhiéu thoi gian diu. biéu téi mudn la moi nguwoi phai
im lang.”

“vang, nhung tdi mudn ndi véi 6ng rang...”

“Tuyét d6i im 1ang,” thanh tra trirng mat hting hd nhin t6i.

T6i lam theo yéu cau cua Slack.



Ong ta van sam soi cai ban viét.

“Ong ay ngodi vao day lam gi nhi,” vién thanh tra lau bau. “Hay
6ng ay dinh viét thw — cha — cai gi thé nay?”

Ong ta rat ra mot manh gidy véi vé dic thing, va qua hai l1ong
vOi phat hién ctia minh dén mic cho phép chung t6i dén canh
cung xem.

Po 1a loai gidy viét thu ctia nha muc vu, ngay diu trang cé ghi
sau gio hai muoi. Thu viét:

CLEMENT THAN MEN, xin 16i muc su' vi t6i khong thé cho lau
hon, nhung toi phadi...

Pén day thi nét chit trd nén ngoan ngoéo rodi két thic.

“Thé 13 d3 rd nhw ban ngdy,” Thanh tra Slack dac y. “Ong ta ngdi
day dé viét thw, ké thi rén rén budc vio qua ctra hdng rdi ban ong
ta trong khi Oong ta dang viét. Cic 6ng con can gi thém nita
khong?”

“T6i chi muén néi...” téi bat dau.

“Ong 1am on tranh ra gitm. T6i muo6n nhin xem cé dau chan
khong?”

ROi thanh tra 16m c6m bo ra theo 10i cra hong dang mé.

“Toi nghi 0ng can phai biét...” t6i ngoan cd noi.

vién thanh tra d@ng thang ngudi 1én, khong td vé néng nay
nhung rat kién quyét.

“Chung ta s& ban dén moi viéc sau. T6i rat cAm on néu quy ngai
bién di ngay cho. Vui long bién ngay 1ap tic.”



Ching t6i danh d& minh bi xuyt ra ngodi chang khac gi bon
nhai con.
C® twdng di may giv troi qua — vay ma chi mdi bay gio muoi

v

lam.

“Cha, ra thé day!” Haydock ndi. “Chitng nao con lra tu cao tu
dai ndy can t6i thi muc sw bdo han dén phong khdm nhé. Tam
biét.”

“Ba chul vé rdi,” Mary tir bép 16 ra, trdon mat noén néng td mo. “vé
dugc ndm phut roi.”

TOi sang phong khach gip Griselda. Nang t6 vé s¢ hdi nhung
day phan khich, va cham chd lang nghe tdi ké lai sy tinh.

“Thu ghi tiéu dé 13 sdu gio hai muoi,” toi két thic cau chuyén.
“con dong ho roi réi ngung chay luc sau gio hai muoi hai phut.”

“vang,” Griselda néi. “Nhung minh cé néi véi 6ng ta rang cai
dong ho ay luén luén chay nhanh mudi 1am phut khong?”

“Khdng minh a. Ong ta cé d& cho t6i m& miéng dau. To6i da cb
may 1an roi.”

Griselda bdi roi cau may.

“Nhung Len nay, chinh diéu dé khién cho toan bd su viéc trd
nén cuc ky la lung,” nang ndéi. “BGi vi khi dong ho chi siu gi¢ hai
muoi thi thuc su chi mdi sdu gid nam phuat, ma theo em thi ldc
sau gid nam dai ta Protheroe van chua dén day.”



Chu’o’ng6

Chung tdi bdi rdi hoi 1du vé chuyén chiéc déng hd nhung chang
biét 1am sao. Griselda bao t6i nén c6 gang ndi cho Thanh tra Slack
rd chuyén, tuy nhién vao lic nay t6i cam thiy minh chi cé thé
miéu ta moi mot diéu 1a ‘ngang nganh’.

Thanh tra Slack da té ra cuc ky khiém nh3 va tho 16 hau nhu
qua mutc can thiét. Toi sé chd dén 1dc cd thé dua ra chitng c& dat
gid ctla minh va cho 6ng ta thay di sai lAm ra sao. Luc ay t0i sé
nhe nhang trach 6ng ta: “Gid nhw 6ng chiu lang nghe t6i, Thanh
tra Slack...”

T6i nghi it ra ong ta cling phai ndi chuyén véi tbi trwdc khi roi
khoi nha muc vy, nhung ching t6i ngac nhién nghe Mary bao ong
ta di ra vé sau khi khéa ctra van phong va ha 1énh khéng ai dugc
buéc vao do.

Griselda ndy y dinh dén old Hall.

“That 1a kinh khuing cho Anne Protheroe — vdi canh sat va da
moi thi?,” nang ndi. “Cé thé em sé& 1am dugc chut gi d6 cho ba ay.”

T6i chan thanh ung ho y kién dd, va Griselda 1én dudng sau khi
t6i din nang phai goi dién thoai cho tdi néu thay tdi cd thé gitp dd
hoac an i nhitng ngudi phu nit § do.

ROi tdi goi cho gido vién clia 16p hoc ngdy chi nhat, ho sap dén
day Iic bay gi¢ bén muoi 1am dé chuin bi cho budi hoc hang tuin.



T6i nghi trong tinh hinh nay nén bao ho hoan lai thi tot hon.

Dennis 13 ngudi th® nhi dén hién truong, nd vira tir chd hoi
chai tennis trd vé. Viéc c6 &n mang xay ra tai nha muc vu xem ra
khién thang bé hét sttc toai nguyén. Cu ciu kéu 1én:

“Dugc & ngay hién truong mot vu giét nguoi thi that 1a qua da!
Chau luén mudn & ngay gitta trung tam su viéc nhu vay. M3 tai
sao canh sat lai khéa trai cira phong lam viéc chi? C6 chia khda
nao khac mé duoc khong?”

Vi t6i khong cho phép lam bat ¢ viéc gi nhu thé nén Dennis
phai mién cufng nhuong bd. Sau khi c6 moi & tdi moi chi tiét cé
thé, nd ra vudn truy tim cac dau chan, vira vui vé nhan xét rang
may sao chi 12 130 Protheroe, ngudi ma chang ai wa.

Cai 16i thich tht nhan tAm 4y khién tdi hoi ndi cdu, nhung nghi
lai tdi thdy cd thé minh di hoi khat khe véi thang bé. & tudi
Dennis, truyén trinh tham 13 mot trong nhitng thit tuyét nhat
trén doi; va phat hién mot cau chuyén trinh tham cé that, c6 ca tr
thi nam ch& trén ngudng cra nha ai d4, cé thé néi chac chin sé&
khién mot di¥a tré dau 6c lanh manh cadm thay lang lang hing
thi. V6i mot thang nhéc mudi sdu tudi thi cai chét chi 13 chuyén
nho.

Khoang mot tiéng dong ho sau thi Griselda vé tdi. Nang dén nha
Anne Protheroe ngay sau khi vién thanh tra bao tin cho ba ta. Khi
nghe ba Protheroe ndi ba nhin thay chéng minh 1an cudi trong
lang vao khoang sdu gi¢ kém muoi 1am, va ba cling khong cé bat
ct* manh mdi nao dé quy viéc nay cho ai, 6ng ta lién ra vé va giai
thich rang cé thé ngdy mai dng s& quay lai dé thAm vAan day du



hon.

“Ong ta hoan toan lich su theo cach cta 6ng,” Griselda mién
cuong noi.

“Ba Protheroe tiép nhin tin y ra sao?” toi hoi.

“A — b3 3y rat binh tinh — nhung ba 3y bao gio cling thé ma.”

“Phai,” tdi d4p. “T6i chang thé hinh dung Anne Protheroe lai trd
nén dién loan dugc.”

“Minh ciing thay dd, di nhién day 1a ct sbc 16n. Ba 4y cdm on
em d3 dén thim va ndi rang rat biét on, nhung em chang gitp
dudgc gi cho ba ay dau.”

“Con Lettice thi sao?”

“Co ay di choi tennis & dau dé chua vé.”

Ngung mot lic roi Griselda ndi tiép:

“Minh biét khong Len, trong ba ay thuc su rat ky quic — hét
suic ky quac, that dd.”

“La do bi sdc,” toi goi v.

“Vang — em cling nghi vay. Tuy nhién...” Griselda bdi roi nhiu
may. “Hinh nhw khong phai viy. C6 vé nhu ba dy — 3 — b3 &y
khiép hadi nhiéu hon 12 bang hoang strng s6t minh a.”

“Khiép hai uw?”

“Phai — nhung khong bdc 10 ra ngoai, minh biét day. chi it 1a
khong muodn té ra nhu thé. Nhung trong ba ay day canh giac va
dang ngd 1am. Em tuw héi cé phai ba 4y dang nghi xem ai giét 6ng
ta khong. B3 ay c hoi di hdi lai 14 ¢d ai bi tinh nghi khong.”

“Vay sao?” toi trAm ngam.



“vang. DI nhién Anne 13 nguti cuc ky tu cht, nhung cd thé thay
ba ta boi roi kinh khiing. Boi roi nhiéu hon em tuwdng, bdi 18 nodi
cho cung thi ba ta c6 tan tuy vdi chong dén muic 4y dau! Em da
tirng ndi ba Ay ghét dng dai ta 1am, cf 1& vay.”

“Cai chét doi khi 1am ngudi ta thay doi cam xuc,” t6i ndi.

“Vang, em cling nghi vay.”

Dennis budc vao va hét sitc phan khdi vi da phat hién dau chan
canh mot ludng hoa. N6 chic chin canh sat di bd sét didu nay,
diéu héa ra lai tré thanh diém mau chét cia bi an.

Toi trdi qua mot dém tran troc khong yén. Dennis thitc gidc va ra
khoi nha rat sém trudc git’ diém tam dé ‘nghién cttu nhitng dién
bién mdi nhat, nhw 10i cu cdu. Tuy nhién khéng phai né ma lai 13
Mary mang dén mot s tin giat gAn vao budi sang.

Chung t6i vira ngdi xuéng dung diém tAm thi cd ta dot nhién
xdc vao phong. M4 dé birng birng va mat long lanh, co ta bao tin
vdi chung t6i theo 16i trong trong thudng ngay:

“Biét gl chwa? Thang ban banh mi mdi ké tui nghe 13 thang cha
Redding bi tom ro6i.”

“Bat Lawrence a?” Griselda ngd vuc kéu 1én. “Khdng thé nhu vay
duoc. Nhat dinh 13 do nham 14n ngu xuin.”

“LAm gl ma 1Am ha me!” Mary té vé hé ha dac chi. “Thang cha
Redding dd, tw chd dén ndp mang ma. HOi khuya hom qua chd
dau. X6ng vd don, liéng khau stng luc 1én ban rodi ndi: ‘La tui giétl
Vay ol



CO ta guc gac diu nhin hai chung tdi r6i rut lui, hai long vi vira
gy duoc an tuong. Griselda va t6i sttng s¢ nhin nhau.

“0il Khdng dung!” Griselda ndi. “Khdng thé nhu thé dugc!”

Thay toi lang thinh, nang tiép: “Minh cling khong nghi do 1a su
that, phai khong Len?”

TOi thay khd ma trd 10i nang. Toi ngdi th nguoi im lang ma
dau oc réi tung.

“Chac anh ta dién r6i,” Griselda néi. “pién ning roi. Hodc minh
cé nghi rang hai ngudi ho dang cling nhau xem khau sung thi bat
ngo no bi cuwdp co khdng?”

“Sur viéc xay ra c6 vé hoan toan khong giong nhu thé.”

“Nhung day 1é ra phai 1a mot loai tai nan, bdi vi khong cd dau
hiéu nao cho thay dong co gy an. Lam sao nghi ra ly do khién
Lawrence phai giét dai ta Protheroe kia ch?” L& ra tdi da cd thé
trd 16i cdu hoi nay mot cach rat rd rang dat khoat, nhung toi
muén cang it dong cham dén Anne Protheroe cang t6t. C6 1& van
con chut cd may dé gift cho ba ta khong lién luy viéc nay.

“Minh nhd 1a trude day ho da cd 1an cdi nhau day.”

“Vvé Lettice va chiéc 4o tAm clia cd 4y chi gi? Vang, nhung that
v0 Iy minh a, va ngay ca khi anh ta va Lettice bi méat dinh wdc vdi
nhau di nita — 3, thi d6 chang phai 12 Iy do dé giét bd cd ay.”

“Thuc chat vu 4n ra sao, chung ta dau biét dugc hd Griselda!”

“Minh tin nhu vay a? 0il Sao minh cé thé nghi nhu vy duoc!
Em néi cho minh biét, em chic chan Lawrence khong bao gid
dong tdi mot soi toc cua ong ta dau.”



“Minh nhd lai di, toi d3 gip anh ta ngay cong nha, lic ay trong
anh ta nhu' 1én con dién.”

“vang, nhung — 6i! Khéng thé dugc!”

“con chuyén chiéc dong ho nita,” tdi ndi. “Piéu nay gidi thich vé
chiéc dong ho. Lawrence han da phai van lui kim vé siu gid hai
muoi vdi y nghi tao chitng c ngoai pham cho anh ta. Nhin xem
Thanh tra Slack roi vao bay ra sao.”

“Minh sai r6i Len. Lawrence biét chuyén cai dong ho ay chay
nhanh ma. Anh ta thudng bao 13, d& muc su ludn ddng gid!
Lawrence khong bao gid pham sai 1dm 13 chinh déng ho 1ui lai sdu
gi® ham hai phut. L& ra anh ta c¢é thé vin kim bat c gi¥ ndo —
bay gi&’ kém mudi 1am chang han.”

“Cé thé anh ta khong biét Protheroe dén day lic may gid, hoic
don gian hon anh ta quén mat déng hé chay nhanh thi sao?”

Griselda khong dong y.

“Khong dau, néu anh pham t0i giét ngudi thi anh sé& hét sic luu
y nhitng viéc nhu thé.”

“Minh a, minh khong hiéu dugc dau,” toi 6n ton ndi, “vi minh
chua bao gid’ lam nhitng chuyén nhu thé.”

Griselda chua kip tra 101 thi mot cai béng dd xudng ban an, roi
mot giong ndi diu dang cat 1én:

“Xin th 10i, hy vong t6i khong qua dudng dot. Nhung trong
tinh canh dau thuong nay — tinh canh qua doi dau thuong...”

b6 1a hang x6m cta chung tbi, ba Marple. Chap nhan 10i bd qua
phép lich su ctia chung to6i, ba ta budc qua cra hong vao phong, va



toi chia ghé ra mai ba ngobi. Trong ba rat xic dong va phan khich.

“Kinh khting qua phai khong a? Toi nghiép dai ta Protheroe. Cé
thé dng ta khong phai 13 ngudi dé chiu vui vé cho 1am va thuc ra
cling khéng dugc moi ngudi yéu mén, nhung du sao thi cling dang
budn. Nghe ndi bi ban ngay trong phong lam viéc ctia muc s phai
khong a?”

Toi d4p rang ddng nhu vay.

“Nhung ldc &y muc su khong cé nha sao?” ba Marple cit van
Griselda.

T6i gidi thich minh da & dau.

“Sang nay cau Dennis khong & day hay sao a?” ba Marple vira
hoi vira ddo mat nhin quanh.

“Dennis dang tw xem minh 1a tham t& nghiép du,” Griselda dap.
“Thang bé rat phan khai khi tim ra ddu chan ngudi & ludng hoa
trong vuon, va toi nghi nd da di bdo canh sat viéc nay.”

“Oi troi,” ba Marple néi. “Sao ma 16n xon thé nhi! Ciu Dennis
nghi ciu 4y biét ai 12 ké thu 4c u? A, tdi cho rang tit ca ching ta
déu nghi minh biét.”

“Y ba chuyén d4 1a hién nhién sao?” Griselda hoi.

“0 khong, t6i khong hé c6 y dd. T6i ddm chic rang mdi ngudi
déu nghi dén mot nguwdi khac nhau. Do vay, diéu quan trong la
phai c6 chitng ct. Chang han tdi day nay, tdi hoan toan tin chic
minh biét ai dd lam viéc dé. Nhung t6i phai thira nhin minh
khdng cé chit chitng ct ndo. O thoi diém nay, toi biét moi ngudi
phai hét sic than trong vé nhitng gl minh phat biéu — su phi



bang mang tinh hinh su, ngudi ta goi thé ding khoéng? To6i da
quyét dinh 1a v4i Thanh tra Slack thi cang phai cuc ky than trong,
ong ta da glti gidy bao cé thé 6ng ta dén gip tbi sdng nay, nhung
vira roi dng ta lai goi dién thoai bao rang xét cho cling thi chang
cin thiét.”

“T6i cho rang sau vu bat giam thi viéc 4y khong con can thiét
nita,” toi noi.

“Bat giam a?” ba Marple nhodi ngudi vé phia trudc, hai ma do
blrng vi phan khich. “Ti khong biét da cé vu bat giam.”

That hiém khi bd Marple lai ndm théng tin chAm hon ching
tdi, nén tdi cho rang chuyén ba dy mudn biét dién bién mdi nhat
la duong nhién.

“Cé vé chung ta dang hiéu IAm nhau,” tdi ndi. “Phai — da cé
ngudi bi bat giam — 13 Lawrence Redding.”

“Lawrence Redding sao?” b Marple t4 ra rat bat ngd. “Toéi chang
bao gio' nghi la...”

Griselda hling hd ngat 15i:

“Tham chi bay gio téi van khong tin. Khong, ngay ca khi dng ay
da thue su thi ti.”

“Thad t6i u?” ba Marple néi. “C6 ndi anh ta thu tdi sao? 0i troi!
TOi thdy minh qua hoang mang bdi rbi, ving, hoang mang boi
roi.”

“T6i cAm thdy chic chin diy 13 modt tai nan,” Griselda néi.
“Minh c6 nghi vy khong Len? Y em la cdi cich anh ta tu di nap
minh trong giéng nhu vay 1am.”



Ba Marple ham h& chom tdi trudc:

“Co noi sao, tu di nap minh a?”

“Pung vay.”

“O! T6i rat sung sudng — vo cung sung sudng.”

T6i ngac nhién nhin ba ta.

“piéu d6 cho thay anh ta an nan hoi han, t6i nghi thé,” toi noi.

“An nan ho6i hdn u?” Trong ba Marple hét sitc ngac nhién. “0i,
nhung thwa muc sw kinh mén, éng c6 nghi anh ta pham toi
khong a?”

Pén luot t6i nhin ba ta cham cham.

“Nhung vi anh ta da tha nhan...”

“Vang, nhung diéu do cd dugc ching minh khong a? Y toi la
anh ta chang lién quan gi dén vu nay ca.”

“Khdng,” t6i ndi. “C6 thé 12 téi ngu ddn, nhung t6i khong nghi
thé. Néu anh ta khong pham tdi sat nhan thi t6i khéng hiéu anh
ta gid vo' nhan tdi dé 1am gil”

“0, di nhién 14 phai cd ly do,” ba Marple ndi. “L& thudng tinh
ma. Bao gio cling phai cd ly do, ding khdong a? Nhitng chang trai
tré thuong nong nay bop chdp va cé khuynh hudng thién vé diéu
toi té nhat.”

Ba ta quay sang Griselda.

“pong y vdi toi khong, c6 minh?”

“TO1 — t0i khong biét nita,” Griselda dap. “Khong biét phai noi 13
minh nghi gi. T6i khong thay cd bat c 1y do nao khién Lawrence
lai hanh déng cuc ky ngoc nghéch nhu vay.”



“Néu ba trong thay vé mat anh ta toi hom qua...” tdi ma 101.

“Xin muc su ké t6i nghe,” bd Marple ndi.

BA ta cham chu lang nghe tdi thuét lai viéc minh tré vé nha
hom ay. Khi t6i két thuc, ba ndi:

“T6i biét minh ngdc nghéch, nhung thuc sy tdi khdng hiéu hét
y cila muc su. Theo t6i, néu mot thanh nién di quyét tAm gay toi
c bang viéc twdc bd mang séng clia dong loai thi anh ta s& khong
vi thé ma toé ra quan tri sau d4. chac chan dé 1a mdt hanh dong
nhan tadm cd du tinh trudc, va tuy ké st nhan cd thé doi chut bi
kich déng va c6 kha nang gy ra mot vai sai 1am nho nhd, nhung
t6i khong tin anh ta lai roi vao trang thai boi réi lo &u nhw muc sw
mo ta. Khd ma tuw dat minh vao tinh hudng tuong tw, nhung toi
khong thé hinh dung mét trang thai nhu vay.”

“Chung ta dau biét chuyén xay ra thé nio,” toi bac. “Néu ho da
cdi nhau thi vién dan cd thé bay khoi nong trong lic Lawrence
thiéu kiém ché, sau d6 anh ta mdi hoang kinh vé viéc minh da
lam. Qua that téi mudn tin rang moi viéc da thuc su dién ra nhu
thé.”

“Tdi hiéu, thua muc su Clement, c¢é nhiéu cich xem xét su viéc.
Nhung ching ta phai nhin nhin cac dit kién dung theo thuc té
phai khong a? Theo tdi, cac dit kién khong hé phu hop vdi cach 1y
gidi cla muc su. CO hau nha ta d3 ndi rd 13 déng Redding chi &
trong van phong cé mdt vai phut, chic chan thdi gian 4y khong da
cho mot cudc cidi va nhu muc sw da thuét lai. Ngoai ra toi duoc
biét éng dai td bi ban vio dau tir phia sau trong khi dng ta dang
viét thu ma — chi it d6 14 diéu con hau nha tdi ké lai.”



“Hoan toan dung,” Griselda ndi. “Hinh nhu 0ng ta dang viét
rang minh khong thé chd thém nita. Thw d@ siu gid hai muoi
phut, ma chiéc déng hod dé ban bi roi va ngirng chay lic sau gid
hai muoi hai phut, dé chinh 1a diéu khién Len va t6i cuc ky hoang
mang.”

Nang giai thich thdéi quen chung t6i vdn dong hd nhanh 1én
muoi lam phut.

“That ky la,” ba Marple néi. “Thuc sw qua ddi la lung. Nhung
theo t6i 14 thw tham chi con ky la hon. Y t6i 1a...”

Ba ta ngung bit roéi nhin quanh. Lettice Protheroe dang ddng
bén ngoai cra héng. CO6 budc vao, gt dau chao chung t6i va khé
1dm bam “Xin chao.”

CO ngodi phich xubng ghé va ndi vdi giong linh hoat hon thudng
1é:

“Ho d3 bat Lawrence rodi, em nghe néi thé.”

“Phai,” Griselda dap. “bé 1a cud s6c 16n véi chung t6i.”

“Thuc sw’ em khong bao gi¢ nght ai lai di giét bo em,” Lettice noi.
RO rang cd to ra kidu hanh khi khong dé 16 bat c¥ cam xuc dau
budn ndo. “Em chac chan nhiéu nguwdi mudn 1am diéu nay. Nhiéu
lan em cling muon tu tay két liéu ong dy.”

“CO 4n hodc udng chut gi nhé Lettice?” Griselda hoi.

“Khong a, cdAm on. Em chi tat qua xem ba cé thay cai mii béré
cua em O day khong — cdi mi be bé mau vang 4y ma. Em nghi
hom no em da bo quén trong van phong.”

“Néu cd dé trong van phong thi né van con dd,” Griselda ndi.



“Mary co bao gid' don dep gi dau.”

“Em sé vao xem,” Lettice ding 1én noi. “Xin 16i vi d& 1am phién,
nhung hinh nhu em c¢é cdi mi nao thi cling ddnh mat hét ca.”

“Ta e rang con khong vao vian phong bay gid dude,” t6i néi.
“Thanh tra Slack d3 khoa ctra phong roi.”

“Oi cha! Buc qua di. Nhung ching ta cé thé vao bang cra hong
dugc khong a?”

“Chac 13 khong, vi c¥a d3 chot tir bén trong roi. Lettice 3, cd
chac 13 m{i béré mau vang thich hop véi con 1dc nay khdng?”

“Muc st dinh néi dén tang phuc phai khong? Con chang bin
khoan gl vé viéc mic do tang ca. Theo con chuyén nay da qua 10i
thoi. Nhung that riy ra cho Lawrence — vang, that ray ra.”

C6 dirng day va lo dang cau may.

“Con nghi tat ca 13 do con va chiéc 40 tAm ma ra. Toan bod cau
chuyén that 13 ngé ngan...”

Griselda m& miéng dinh ndi nhung khong hiéu vi sao lai im
bat.

MOt nu cudi la lung hé trén moi Lettice. Co diu dang noi:

“Con nghi minh nén vé nha dé bao cho Anne biét tin Lawrence
bi giam.”

CO lai budc ra qua 10i cra hong. Griselda quay sang ba Marple:

“Sao ba lai gidm 1én chan t6i?”

Ba gia mim cuoi:

“Vi t6i nghi c6 dinh ndi diéu gi d4, c6 minh. C¥ d& moi viéc tu
dién tién theo cach cta né thi tot hon. €6 biét khong, téi khong



nghi rang con bé nay lo ddng nhu nd gia v& dau. Pau ¢ né suy
nghi rat rd rang ranh mach va né hanh doéng theo suy nghi do.”

Mary gd c¥a phong dn Am 1 va gAn nhu budc han vio phong.

“Chuyén gi?” Griselda hoéi. “Mary a, c6 phai nhé 1a khong dugc
g0 c¥a phong. Toi da dan co trudc roi co ma.”

“Thi tudng moi ngudi dang ban rén,” Mary dap. “Pai td Melchett
vira tdi, muén gap 6ng chi.”

Pai ta Melchett 1a chi huy canh sat hat. Téi di¥ng bat day.

“Tui nghi chac 6ng ba khdng muén tui dé dng dirng ngoai hanh
lang, nén tui da dan Sng vo phong khach rdi,” Mary néi tiép. “Tui
don ban dugc chua?”

“Chua dau,” Griselda dap. “T6i s nhan chudng goi.” Nang quay
sang ba Marple, con t6i roi khoi phong.
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Pai ta Melchett 1a md6t nguwoi nhé thd lanh 1di, cd théi quen thuong
xuyén khut khit mii. Téc 6ng hung hung dé va mat xanh biéc tinh
anh.

“Chao muc su,” 6ng nodi. “Nay, su viéc kinh khiing qua phai
khong? Toi nghiép 130 Protheroe. Chang phai téi wa gi 3o ta.
Khong hé. Ma ciing cha ai wa 130 ay. Viéc cling it nhiéu lién can
dén muc su nita. Hy vong khong 1am ba x3 cta 6ng qua lo ling
chi?”

Toi dap rang Griselda tiép nhan tin ndy mot cach rat vitng vang.

“Vay thi may qud. Chuyén nhu vay xay ra trong nha thi qua té
hai. Phai ndi 13 t6i bat ngd vi ciu Redding — vé cach ciu ta pham
tdi. Chang ai nghi ra dugc chuyén nhu vay.”

T6i chgt mudn pha lén cudi sang sic. Nhung rd rang viéc
Melchett quan tAm dén mot tén sat nhan thi chang cé gi 1a ky cuc
ca, vi vay toi gitt im lang.

“Phai ndi 1a t6i kha strng sbt khi nghe chuyén cau ta budc vao
don nap minh,” dai td Melchett vira ngoi xudng ghé vira noi tiép.

“Chinh xac chuyén xay ra thé nao?”

“HOi mudi gid t6i hdm qua. CAu ta x6ng vao, quing khau sung
1én ban réi noi: ‘T6i diy. Chinh toi da lam viéc ay.’ Vay do.”



“Anh ta khai thé nao?”

“Hét sttc kiém 101. TAt nhién anh ta dugc hudng dan dé 1am ban
cung khai, nhung anh ta chi cu®i to. Anh ta bao dén nha tim muc
sw nhung lai gdp Protheroe & dé. Hai ngudi cdi qua cai lai réi anh
ta ban 6ng 4y. Chang hé khai 12 cdi co viéc gi. Clement niy —
minh ndi riéng vdi nhau thoi, muc suw cd biét chit gi vé chuyén
nay khong? T6i nghe don anh ta bi dng Protheroe cdm cwra, dai
loai thé. La chuyén gi — c6 phai anh ta quyén rii con gai 6ng ay
khong, hay la chuyén gi? Vi 1gi ich ciia moi ngudi, chiing t6i mudn
tranh cho co gdi lién can vao viéc nay, cang it cang tot. Cé phai 1a
chuyén rac roi y khong?”

“Khdong dau,” toi dap, “ong cé thé tin & tdi rang cé mot chuyén
hoan toan khdc, nhung ngay Iic nay day thi tdi khong thé ndi gi
hon.”

Melchett gat dau roi ding 1én.

“Biét dugc chirng do 13 t6i murng roi. Cai lang nay nhiéu ba tam
qud, thién ha gi¥ dang xi xao ban tan dit lam. cha, tdi phai di gip
Haydock day. Ong ta vira ndy dugc moi di kham & diau dé, nhung
gi® chac vé dén nha réi. Xin ndi véi muc su rang toi rat thong cam
v8i Redding. Anh ta ludn gy 4n tugng véi toi 1a mot thang cha tw
t8. C4 thé ngudi ta s& nghi dén viéc bao chita cho ciu iy. Hau qua
cda chién tranh, bénh than kinh, dai loai thé, dic biét 1a néu
khong tim ra dong co thich dang. T6i phai di day. Muc su c6 mudn
di v6i toi khong?”

TOi dap tdi rat mudn di, va ching tdi cung ra khoi nha.

Nha Haydock & canh nha t6i. Ngudi hiu cia bac si bio ong vira



vé dén noi va dua ching tbéi vao phong an, Haydock dang ngoi
trudc dia thit lgn mudi xdng khoi va tri'ng con néng sot.

Bac si nhd nhan git diu chao chung toi:

“Xin thw 16i vi tdi di vang. C6 mdt ca chuyén da. Con viéc cta
ong thi sudt dém qua tdi hau nhu thic trang va da 14y ra dau dan
roi, canh sat trudng a.”

Ong ta chu6i chiéc hop nho trén ban. Melchett sam soi.

“pau dan hai muoi lam a?”

Haydock gt dau.

“T6i s& cung cAp cac chi tiét ki thuat trong budi thim tra,” 6ng
noi. “Tat cd moi diéu 6ng can biét 13 nan nhan hau nhu chét ngay
14p tc. CAi tén tré tudi dién rd ngd ngan iy, han lam vay dé lam
gl kia chi?? Ma la that, sao khong ai nghe tiéng sting no ca.”

“Phai, chuyén doé cling lam toi ngac nhién,” Melchett noi.

“Ctta s6 nha bép lai quay vé mdt hudng khdc,” téi néi. “Clra ra
vao cac phong lam viéc, phong dé thiic 4n va clra bép déu ddng,
nén toi ngd rang chang ai cé thé nghe thiy gi, ma trong nha chi
c6 mdt minh c6 nguwoi hiu.”

“Hirm! That ky quac!” Melchett néi. “T6i tu héi liéu ba gia — ba
gl 4y nhi — 3, ba Marple c6 nghe thiy ching. Cira sd phong 1am
viéc lic ay dang mé.”

“Cé thé ba iy nghe,” Haydock néi.

“T6i lai nghi rang khong,” t6i néi. “Mdi lic ndy ba iy dén nha
muc vu va khong hé da dong bat c& diéu gi; t6i doan chic néu cé
chuyén gi can noi thi ba ta da ndi roi.”



“Cling cé thé ba ta c6 nghe ma khdéng dé v — vi tudng dé l1a
tiéng may xe hoi nd thi sao!”

Sang nay toi thay Haydock té ra vui tinh dé dai hon moi ngay
rat nhiéu. Ong ta nhuw moét ngudi lich thiép dang c6 gang kiém nén
nhitng cam xuc tot dep ctia minh.

“Thé con 6ng hdm thanh thi sao?” 6ng néi thém. “Cé thé 1am
cht. Nhu vay thi sé khong ai nghe thay gi.” Melchett 1ac dau.

“Slack khong tim thay; 6ng ta hoi Redding; ban dau Redding c6
vé khong hiéu 6ng 4y néi gl nhung sau dé pht nhan hoan toan 1a
khong dung loai dé. Tdi nghi cd thé tin anh ta.”

“Phai, kho thin ciu ta.”

“Cai thang ngu xuin chét tiét,” dai td Melchett néi. “Xin 16i muc
st Clement, nhung han ngu thiét. Néi cich ndo dé thi dau ai nghi
han 14 ké s4t nhan!”

“Anh ta cé dong co nao khong?” Haydock vira hdp ngum ca phé
cudi cung vira diy ghé ding 1én.

“Han bao ho cii nhau rdi han mat binh tinh va ban dng ta.”

“Hy vong vao toi ngd sat hr?” vVién bac st 1ac dau. “Néi doi vay 1a
khdng 6n chit ndo. Anh ta 1én dén sau lung 6ng dai ta trong khi
ong nay dang viét thu va ban vao dau 6ng dy. C6 rat it thdi gian dé
‘cai co’”

“Du sao thi cling khdng du thoi gian dé ma cidi nhau,” t6i ndi
khi nhd lai 16i bd Marple. “Lén vao phong, ban ngudi, chinh lui
kim dong ho vé sau gid hai muoi phut réi budc ra la d3 hét thoi
gian ctia anh ta. Toi sé khong bao gid quén guong mat anh ta khi



toi gap anh ta & cong nha, hoic cai cadch anh ta ndi, ‘Muc st mudn
gap Protheroe — 6! Muc su s gap dng ta ngay thoil’ Chinh diéu ay
khién t6i phai nghi ng® vé viéc vira xay ra vai phut trude do.”

Haydock nhin t6i tran tréi:

“Muc s ndi gi — cai gl vira xay ra trudc d6? Muc su nghi
Redding ban 6ng ta lic ndo?”

“Vai phut truce khi toi vé dén nha.”

BAc s 1ac dau:

“Khdng thé ndo. Tuyét d6i khong thé. Ong ta da chét trudc dé
1au r6i.”

“Nhung 6ng ban than mén,” dai td Melchett kéu 1én, “chinh 6ng
d3 noi rang nira tiéng ddng ho chi 13 thoi gian wdc tinh thoi ma.”

“Ntra tiéng dong ho, ba muoi lam phut, hai rnuwoi 1am phut, hai
mudi phut thi cé thé, nhung sém hon thi khong. Vi sao? Vi néu
vay thi khi t6i dén thi thé nan nhan phai con Am.”

Chung t6i ddm dam nhin nhau. Gwong mat bac si Haydock bién
sic, bong dung trd nén nhot nhat va gia som. T6i ngac nhién vi su
thay d6i dé.

“Nhung Haydock nay,” dai td Melchett 1én tiéng, “néu Redding
thira nhan da ban 6ng ta ldc bay gid kém muodi lam...”

Haydock dirng bat day.

“T6i da bao véi 6ng 1 khong thé dugc,” 6ng ta gim 1én. “Néu
Redding ndi anh ta giét Protheroe Itic bay gid kém muoi 1am, ay 1a
y noi doi. Chét tiét, t6i da ndi véi 6ng toi 1a bac si, va tdi biét. Luc
dy mau da bat dau ddng lai roi.”



“Néu nhu Redding ndi doi thi,” Melchett budt miéng, nhung roi
ong lac dau va im bat.

“Co 18 chung ta dén don canh sat gdp anh ta thi t6t hon,” 6ng
nai.
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Trén dudng dén don canh sat, chung t6i hau nhu im lang.
Haydock di 1ui ra sau mot chat réi thi thio véi toi:

“Muc su biét 13 t6i khong thich nhin van dé kiéu ay. Toi khong
thich. & day cé gl d6 ma ching ta chua hiéu dugc.” Trong 6ng ta
hét sttc bon chon lo 1ang.

Thanh tra Slack dang & don canh sat, va ngay sau d6 ching toi
duoc gap truc ti€ép Lawrence Redding.

Trong anh ta xanh xao va cing thang nhung hoan toan diém
tinh — 13 diéu qua phi thudng so vdi tinh canh, toi nghi. Melchett
thi rd rang l1a buc doc, 6ng ta ci¥ &m a &m W roi khit mi.

“Nay Redding,” ong noi, “tdi dugc biét anh d3 khai bao vdi
Thanh tra Slack rang anh dén nha muc su khoang bay gid kém
mudi 1Am, da gip Protheroe & d6, cdi co véi 6ng ta, ban 6ng ta roi
bé di. Toi chwa doc qua 10i khai, nhung y chinh 1a nhu vay.”

“vang.”

“T6i s& hoéi anh mot vai cAu. Anh d3 dugc thdng bio rang anh
khong can tra 10i néu anh khong mudn. Luat su cia anh...”

Lawrence ngat 15i:

“T6i chang cé gi phai che gidu ca. Tdi da giét Protheroe.”

“Ai cha cha! vay thi...” Melchett khit khit mii. “LAm sao anh c6



khau sung luc ay?”

Lawrence ngap ngung:

“NG & san trong tui t6i.”

“Anh mang theo khi dén nha muc vu 3?”

“Phai.”

“Tai sao?”

“T6i ludn mang sung trong nguoi.”

Anh ta lai ludng Iy mot hdi mdéi tra 184, khién tdi tin chic anh
ta khong noi ding su that.

“Tai sao anh chinh dong hé chadm lai?”

“pong ho a2” Anh ta cd vé ngo ngac.

“Pung vay, kim dong ho lic ay chi sau gi¢ ham hai phut.”

Cai nhin diy so hii hién 16 trén guong mat anh ta.

“Oil LA — dung thé. Toi... toi da chinh déng ho.”

Haydock vut hai:

“Anh ban dai ta Protheroe & dau?”

“Trong van phong clia muc su.”

“Y ti 12 ban vao dau trén ngudi 6ng Ay kia?”

“A — toi... ban vao dau, tdi nghi thé. vang, vao dau.”

“Anh c6 chic khong?”

“Ong biét roi, con hoi toi lam gi.”

Co tiéng xOn xao bén ngoai. MOt vién canh sat khong doi md
mang vao mdt bic thu ngan.

“Thw gti muc su, cé ghi 13 t6i khan.”



TOi xé phong bi va doc:

Xin muc su dén gdp téi ngay — téi van 6ng. Gid téi khéng biét
phdi lam gi ddy. Moi viéc qud khuing khiép. T6i mudn thua vdi
muc su’ mot so viéc. Xin muc su' vui long dén ngay lap tirc va moi
ngiroi nao ong thich cuing di vdi 6ng.

ANNE PROTHEROE.

T6i dwa mat nhin Melchett diy ngu y. Ong ta hiéu ngay. Hai
chting tdi cung budc ra. Khé ngodi lai dang sau, tdi thoang nhin
thay khudén mait ciia Lawrence Redding. Mat anh ta dan chit vao
bic thu trén tay toi, va chua bao gio t6i trong thay mot cai nhin
day thong kho va tuyét vong trén mait ngudi ta nhu vay.

T6i nhd lai cAnh Anne Protheroe ngoi & ghé sofa nha toi va noi,
“T6i 1a nguoi dan ba tuyét vong,’ ma long thay nang triu buén dau.
Gi® thi toi hiéu ly do vi sao Lawrence Redding lai hién ngang ditng
ra nhan toi.

Melchett noéi véi Slack:

“Anh c6 thong tin gi vé nhitng hoat dong ciia Redding vao ngay
hom Ay trude 1ac xay ra su viéc khong? €6 vai ly do cé thé nghi
rang y ta ban Protheroe sém hon 13 y khai. Anh lo chuyén nay
duoc ch?”

Ong ta quay sang toi va t6i lang lang chia cho 6ng ta xem bitc
thu ctia Anne Protheroe. Melchett doc thu réi ngac nhién bam
moi, sau dé nhin t6i vé do hoi:

“Co phai day 1a diéu ma sang nay muc su con giau téi khong?”



“Phai, ltc 4y toi con chua chic chin 13 minh cé bén phan néira
hay khong. Bay gio thi da rd.”

ROi tdi ké lai chuyén minh d3 nhin thiy t6i hdm no trong
Xuong ve.

Vién dai t4 trao do6i vai cAu véi thanh tra, roi chung t6i 1én
duong dén old Hall. Bac si Haydock cling di vdi ching toi.

MOt quan gia an van rat chinh té ra ma clra, vdi thai do budn ba
vira phai. Melchett ndi:

“Xin chdo. Nh& anh goi c6 hiu cia ba Protheroe dé bdo rang
ching t6i d3 dén va mudn gap ba, roi anh quay lai day va tra 1oi
mot sO cau hoi, dugc khong?”

Anh quan gia quay qua budc va quay lai ngay bdo anh ta da
nhan roi.

“Nao, gld thi ta cung nghe thong tin vé ngay hdm qua,” dai ta
Melchett ndi. “Vao gid an trwa 6ng cht anh cé nha khong?”

“Thua ngai cé a.”

“Thai d 6ng 4y van binh thudng nhu moi ngay ch?”

“Theo nhu t6i biét thi van binh thudng, thua ngai.”

“Chuyén gi xay ra sau dé?”

“Sau bifa an trua, ba Protheroe di nghi con dng dai ta thi vao
phong lam viéc. CO Lettice di choi tennis trén chiéc 6 td hai chd
ngdi. Ong ba dai ta dung tra lic bon gid rubi trong phong khach.
LUc nam gio ruGi 6 td dua dng ba vao lang. Ngay sau khi 6ng ba di



thi muc su Clement goi dén.” — anh ta cdi dau chao téi — “Toi
thura rang ho da 1én dudng.”

“Hum,” dai t4 Melchett néi. “Ong Redding dén day 1an cuoi vao
lic nao?”

“Vao chiéu th ba thua ngai.”

“Toi nghe noi da c6 chuyén bat dong gitta ho phai khong?”

“Toi nghi thé thua ngai. Ong dai td ra 1énh tir nay vé sau ong
hoa si khong duoc dén day nira.”

“Cau cé tinh c0 nghe 16m dugc ho cdi nhau khong?” dai ta
Melchett hai huych toet.

“Thua ngai, dng dai ta Protheroe noi rat to, nhat 1a khi 6ng ay
noi gidn, nén tdi cd nghe 16m bdm vai tiéng.”

“Cé du dé cAu hiéu nguyén nhan cudc tranh cii khong?”

“Theo t6i biét thi viéc ay lién quan dén bic chan dung ma ong
Redding da v& — chan dung cd Lettice.”

Melchett lau bau:

“Ciu c6 nhin thay 6ng Redding khi ong ta roi khoi nha khong?”

“Da cd thura ngai, téi da tién ong ta ve.”

“Trong ong ta cd gian dit khong?”

“Khong thua ngai, 6ng ay cd vé thich thu thi ding hon, toi cé
thé néi nhu vay.”

“Al Hom qua dng ta khong dén day sao?”

“Khong, thwa ngai.”

“C6 ai khac dén khong?”



“HOm qua thi khong, thua ngai.”

“Thé con ngay hom kia?”

“Vao budi chiéu dng Dennis Clement cé dén, roi dén tién si
Stone ghé qua mot luc. Pén chiéu toi thi c6 mdt phu nhan.”

“MOt phu nhan a?” Melchett ngac nhién. “Ba ta 1a ai?”

Anh quan gia khong thé nhé tén ba ta. Trudc gi® anh ta chua hé
gap nguwoi phu ni ndy. Phai, ba ta cd xuwng tén, va khi anh ta thua
rang gia dinh dang dung bita t6i, ba ta bao ba cé thé chd, vi vy
anh dua ba iy vao phong khach nhd. Ba ta tim 6ng Protheroe chi?
khong tim phu nhén. Anh ta thua véi 6ng dai ta, va khi vira an
xong 6ng vao ngay phong khach.

Quy ba ay ¢ lai bao 1du? Anh ta nghi khoang nira tiéng dong ho.
Ong dai ta dich than tién ba ra vé. A, gid thi anh ta d3 nhd ra tén
ba 4y. La ba Lestrange.

Qua 13 bat ngo.

“La that,” Melchett ndi. “bung 1a rat ky cuc.”

Nhung chung t6i khong ndi tiép chuyén nay nira vi Idc ay cd tin
bao ba Protheroe muodn gip ching toi.

Anne nam trén givdng. Mat ba ta nhot nhat nhung déi mat sang
ruc, cai nhin khién t6i bdi roi — vi nd bdc 10 mot quyét tdm khong
lay chuyén.

Anne noi vdi toi:

“Ta on muc su di dén ngay 1ap tic. Tdi nghi muc su da hiéu t6i



dinh ndi gi khi mdi ngudi cung di véi 6ng.”

Ba ngap ngung.

“Tot nhat 1a nén két thic sém chuyén nay phai khong?”

Ba ta kh& nhéch mép cudi vira ky quic vira thdm hai. “T6i cho
rang chinh 6ng mdéi 13 ngudi téi cAn ndéi chuyén ndy, dai ta
Melchett a. Ong thay do, chinh tdi 1a ngudi da giét chong t6i.”

Pai td Melchett 6n ton nodi:

“Ba Protheroe thadn mén...”

“0il Hoan toan 13 sy that. Tdi nghi rang téi dd néi kha thang
thirng, nhung t6i khong bao gid bi bat c diéu gi kich ddng ca. Tu
14u roi tdi cAm ghét dng ta, va hdm qua toi da ban o6ng ay.”

BA ta nam bep xudng gdi va nham nghién mat:

“cé vay thoi. Toi nghi cic dng sé bat toi va gidi toi di. Toi sé ngdi
day thay quan 4o ngay khi cé thé. Gi¢ thi t6i dang rat mét.”

“Ba Protheroe, ba cé biét ong Lawrence Redding da diu thu va
nhan toi hay chuwa?”

Anne md mat gat dau:

“T6i biét. Cau bé ngdc nghéch dy yéu tdi Iam. Anh &y hét sttc cao
thuong — nhung cling rat ngoéc nghéch.”

“Anh ta biét chinh ba d3 gy an ding khong?”

“Pung vay.”

“Lam sao anh ta biét dugc?”

Ba ta ngap ngung.

“Ba cd ndi vdi anh ta khong?”



Ba ta van ngap ngirng. Cudi cing cd vé nhw ba di quyét dinh.

“Vang — t6i da ndi vdi anh ay...”

Ba ta ram ro doi vai véi vé cau kinh:

“Gid cac 6ng cd thé ra vé dugc khdng? Tdi dd ndi hét va khong
muon ndi thém gi vé chuyén nay nita.”

“Ba 1ay sung & dau, ba Protheroe?”

“sung a! 0, nd 1a ciia 6ng nha to6i. T6i 14y trong ngin kéo ban
trang diém trong phong 6ng ay.”

“T6i hiéu. ROi ba mang sing dén nha muc vu a?”

“Vang. Toi biét 6ng ta sé dén doé...”

“Luc ay 1a may gio?”

“Phai sau sau gio — sau gid mudi lam hay hai muoi gi dd.”

“Ba cd y dinh mang sing di ban chdng minh &?”

“Khong — t0i... t6i dinh tu sat.”

“T6i hiéu. Nhung ba lai dén van phong cia muc su?”

“Vang. TOi tién dén gan cra hong. Khong nghe tiéng noéi nao. Toi
nhin vao trong va thiy chong tdi. Pot nhién tdi ndi gidn — thé 13
tdi nod sung.”

“ROi sau do?”

“Sau dé a? Oi, roi todi bo di.”

“va ké véi 6ng Redding viéc minh da lam?”

Mot 1an nita t6i nhan ra sy ludng lu trong giong ndi cra ba ta
truwdc khi nodi ‘vang.

“C0 ai trong thay ba vao ra nha muc vu khong?”



“Khong — nhung it ra 1a cd. La ba gia Marple. Téi ndi chuyén
vdi ba ta vai phut khi ba ta dang trong vieon nha minh.”

Anne lién tuc ngo ngudy dau trén goi.

“Thé d3 dd chwa? Toi dd ndi vdi 6ng roi. Sao 6ng van tiép tuc
quay ray toi thé?”

Bac sT Haydock dén bén ba ta va bat mach. Ong ra hiéu cho
Melchett dén gan.

“TO1 s& & lai vdi ba ay trong khi 6ng lo gidi quyét nhitng viéc can
thiét khac,” 6ng thi thio. “Khdng dugc dé ba iy lai mot minh. Ba
ay c6 thé quan tri l1am diéu dai dot.”

Melchett gdt dau. Chuing t6i ra khoi phong va xudng lau. TOi
trong thay mot ngudi gy go tai nhot vira buwdce ra tir phong ké bén,
va trong con bdc dong tbi lai chay 1én 1au: “Cau c6 phai 1a ngudi
hau ctia dai ta Protheroe kh6ng?” Anh ta t6 vé ngac nhién:

“Vang, thua muc su.”

“CAu cd biét 6ng cht qua cd ctia minh cit git mdt khiu sing &
dau doé khong?”

“T6i khong biét chuyén dd, thua ngai.”

“Khong cé trong ngin kéo ban trang diém cda 6ng dy sao? Cau
suy nghi xem nao.”

Anh hAu lac dau ngudy nguly:

“Toi cam doan 1a khong cd, thua muc su. Néu co thi toi da thay
roi. Toi chic chan ma.”

T6i vOi va xudng 1au theo sau nhitng ngudi khac.

Ba Protheroe da ndéi ddi vé khau sung luc.



Vi sao?



Chu’o’ng9

Sau khi dé lai thong bao & don, 6ng canh sat trudng td v dinh dén
tham ba Marple.

“Muc su nén di vdi toi thi tot hon,” 6ng noi. “Té6i khoéng muon
lam cho gido dan cta 6ng phai 1én con dién, vi thé phai nho tdi
anh huéng cua 6ng dé cudc gip gd dugc nhe nhang.”

T6i mim cudi. Nhin bé ngoai mong manh thé thdi, nhung nang
luc ctia ba Marple cé thé sanh ngang véi bat c nhan vién canh
sat hodc canh sat trudng nao trén doi.

“Ba 4y ra sao nhi?” vién dai td héi khi ching t6i dang nhan
chudng clra. “Cé thé tin moi diéu ba ta néi khong?”

Toi cAn nhic van dé nay.

“T6i nghi cé thé hoan toan tin ciy ba ta,” téi than trong dap.
“Nghia 13, khi ba ta ndi vé nhitng gi minh thuc sy chitng kién, con
vdi nhitng diéu ba ay nghi thi — 3, di nhién lai 13 chuyén khac. Tri
twdng tuong ba ay rat phong phu va bat ¢t chuyén gi ba 3y cling
nghi dén khia canh t6i té nhat.”

“MOt ba cd gia tiéu biéu,” Melchett cudi to. “Cha, gi®¥ tdi budc
phai 1am quen vdi cai thé loai nay day. Oi trdi, chuin bi vao cudc
nhé!”

Chudng toi dugc mot cd hau gai bé loat choat dén tiép va dwa vao
mot phong khach nho.



“Hoi chat chdi, nhung toan do tot ca,” dai t4 Melchett nhin
quanh ndi. “Phong ctia quy ba, muc su’ Clement nhi?”

TOi tan thanh, va ngay lic ay c¥a phong mé& ra va ba Marple
xuat hién.

“RAt xin 10i vi dd quay ray ba, thua ba Marple.” Sau 101 gidi thiéu
cua tbi, vién dai ta ndi tiép, ra vé tac phong nha binh chat phac
ma theo dng ta s& 16i cudn cac ba 16n tudi. “Ba biét do, tdi dang
lam nhiém vu.”

“DI nhién, di nhién,” bd Marple ndi, “tdi hiéu ch®. M&i quy dng
ngdi. Tdi cd thé mdi quy 6ng mdt cdc nhd rugu cherry duge chd?
Tu tay toi lam theo cdng thic cia ba noi toi day.”

“Ba tOt bung qud, thua ba Marple. CAm on ba rat nhiéu, nhung
toi khong thé. Khdng udéng bat cit th gi trudc bita an trua, dé 1a
phuong chAm cua toi. By gio' tdi mudn ndi chuyén vdi ba vé su
viéc dau bubn kia — thuc sy rat dau budn. Lam cho moi nguoi déu
roi tung ca 1én, tdi chic chan thé. Nao, hinh nhu vdi vi tri ngdi
nha va khu vudn clia minh, ba cé thé cho ching tbi biét ddi diéu
vé budi chiéu hom qua cht?™

“That ra, hdm qua t6i da ¢ ngoai vuon tir nam gid chiéu trd di,
va tit nhién 13 — 34, vao gid ay thi don gian 1a ngudi ta khong thé
khong nhin thay nhitng chuyén xay ra § nha ké bén.”

“Ba Marple, t6i nghe noéi chiéu hom qua ba Protheroe cé di
ngang qua day phai khong?”

“Cé, ba ta c6 di qua day. Tdi goi ba 4y, va ba 4y ngdm hoa héng
toi trong.”



“Ba cd thé cho chung t6i biét 1dc 4y 1a mAy gid khong?”

“T6i cd thé noi rang chi sau su gi¥ mudi 1am khoang mot hai
phut théi. VAng, ding nhw viy. Pong hd nha thd vira do xong hoi
chuong sau gio muoi lam.”

“T6t 1Am. ROi viéc gl xay ra ké tiép?”

“A, ba Protheroe bao ba 4y dén nha muc vu tim chong réi hai
ngudi cing vé. BA ta di theo dudng lang rdi vao nha muc vu bang
cong sau va bang qua khu vudn, 6ng hiéu khong?”

“Ba 3y di tir dudng lang dén sao?”

“Phai, toi sé chi 6ng xem.”

Rat ham hd, ba Marple dwa ching toi ra vuon va chi con dudng
lang chay men theo phia cudi khu vuon nha ba.

“con 16i mon & trudec mat cé buc tréo thi din vé old Hall,” ba
gidi thich. “P6 13 con dudng ho sé cung nhau trd vé nha. Ba
Protheroe tir lang dén ma.”

“Tot 1am, tot 1Am,” dai tA Melchett néi. “BA néi phu nhan
Protheroe di vao nha muc vu phai khong?”

“Phai, tdi trong thay ba ta ré vao nha muc vu. Téi nghi 6ng dai
ta van chua dén dd, vi ba ay trd ra hau nhw ngay 1ap tc roi bang
qua bai cé dén xudng vé — cai nha dang kia kia. La chd muc su
cho Redding muon dé dit gia va.”

“T6i hiéu roi. Ma ndy — ba c¢d tinh c& nghe thiy tiéng sing nd
khong, ba Marple?”

“Luc 4y thi t6i khong hé nghe tiéng sting,” ba Marple ndi.

“Nhung cé luc ndo ba nghe tiéng n6 khong?”



“Cd, theo t6i c6 tiéng nd & dau do trong rirng. Nhung phai dén
nam mudi phut sau — va nhu t6i ndi, 1a § trong rirng. it ra 1a toi
nghi vay. Khong thé 13 — chac chin khong phai 13...”

Ba ngirng lai, mat tai nhot vi bi kich dong.

“Vang vang, chut xiu nita ching ta sé dén dd,” dai ta Melchett
ndi. “Xin ba ké tiép di. BA Protheroe di xuéng xudng vé a?”

“Phai, ba ta budc vao trong xudng. Chang bao liu sau dng
Redding theo con dudng lang di tdi. Ong ta dén trudc cong nha
muc vu roi nhin quanh quat...”

“Va trong thay ba, ba Marple.”

“That ra thi 6ng ta khong nhin thay t6i,” ba Marple hoi d6 mat.
“BOi vi, Ong thay day, ngay luc ay t6i dang khom nguoi xudng —
rang sttc nho bui bd cong anh chét tiét. Khé nhd 1Am. Sau dé ong
ta budc qua cong va di xuéng xudng ve.”

“Anh ta khong lai gdn nha muc vu a?”

“0 khong, 6ng ta di thang t§i xuéng v&. BA Protheroe ra cta dén
ong ta, sau d6 hai ngudi vao trong.”

Td&i day ba Marple lai dirng.

“C6 thé ba ay ngdi mau cho anh ta ching?” tdi goi v.

“cé thé,” ba Marple dap.

“ROi ho trd ra — lic nao?”

“Khoang mudi phut sau.”

“Ba wdc chirng thoi ha?”

“Chubng dong ho nha tho vira gd bdo nira gid. Ho tan bo tir khu
vuon ra cong va di xudi dudng lang, va ngay phut iy tién si Stone



tir phia 16 mon dan vé old Hall di dén, dng ta budc qua buc tréo va
gap ho. Ho cung nhau di b0 vé phia lang. bén cudi dudng lang thi
ho gip co Cram, 4y 14 t6i nghi thé nhung khong ddm chic. 6 18 1a
cd Cram vi ngudi y mac vay ngan 1am.”

“Ba at phai cd thi luc rat t6t mdi cd thé quan sat xa dén thé, ba
Marple.”

“T6i dang quan sat mot con chim,” ba Marple ndi. “Mdot ch®
chim hong tudc cd mao vang, tdi dodn vay. Mot ch chim nho dé
thuong. To6i mang 6ng nhom, vi vy nén téi mdi thay co6 Cram dén
gap ho - néu dung la c6 Cram, toi nghi thé.”

“A, c6 thé 13 nhu thé,” dai t4 Melchett ndi. “Nay, vi ba cé vé quan
sat rit tot, ba cd tinh cd dé v thai dd ciia ba Protheroe va dng
Redding khi ho di trén duong khong?”

“Ho mim cu0i va tro chuyén,” ba Marple dap. “Trong ho vo cung
vui vé khi & bén nhau, néu 6ng hiéu téi dinh ndi gi.”

“Ho khong t6 ra bdi r6i hoic lo 1ang gi sao?”

“0 khong! Nguoc lai 13 dang khac.”

“Ky cuc that,” vién dai td noi. “cé diéu gi do cuc ky quai la trong
toan bo su viéc nay.”

BAa Marple bat than 1am ching tdi kinh ngac bang 16 nhan xét
binh than:

“Ba Protheroe gio’ da nhan toi chua?”

“Ua, 1am sao ba doan ra diéu do, ba Marple?” dai ta hoi.

“A, t6i nghi chuyén 4y cd thé xay ra,” bd Marple dap. “Toi cho
rang Lettice cling nghi nhu vay. Thuc su 13 mot con bé rat sic sio,



nhung khong phdai Itc nao cling trung thuc dau. vay la Anne
Protheroe khai minh da giét chong. cha cha. Toi khong tin dé l1a
su that. Khong, t6i hau nhu chic chan didu dé khong dding. Véi
mot phu nit nhu Anne Protheroe thi khong thé, mic du ta khong
bao gi®¥ hoan todn chic chian vé chuyén ctia ngudi khac, ddng
khong? chi it theo nhitng gi t6i ¢ tim thAy. Vay ba ta khai da ban
6ng chong ldc nao?”

“Vao ldc sau gid hai muoi. Ngay sau khi ndéi chuyén vdi ba
xong.”

BA Marple chAm cham lic dau ra vé thuong hai. Kiéu thuong
hai cho hai thang gid ddu ma con ngdc nghéch dén mdc tin vao
mot chuyén nhu thé, tdi nghi. chi it 12 chiing t6i cAm thay thé.

“BA ta ban bang cai gi?”

“Sung luc.”

“Ba ta 1ay nd ¢ dau?”

“Ba ta mang theo trong nguoi.”

“A, khéng dung dau,” ba Marple ndi vdi vé qua quyét bat ngo.
“Toi thé 1a nhu viy. Ba ta khong hé mang theo vat &y bén minh.”

“Cé thé ba khong nhin thay thi saol”

“Tat nhién 1a toi phai nhin thay ch®.”

“Néu ba ta dé khiu sing trong xac tay.”

“Nhung ba ta dau cé mang theo xac tay.”

“A, cling cd thé ba ta gidu né trong — d — trong ngudil”

Ba Marple liéc nhin 6ng cadnh sat truéng mot cach that vong va
coi thudng:



“Pai t4 Melchett kinh mén, 6ng thira biét cac thiéu phu ngay
nay ra sao chit. Ho chang hé biét xau hé khi khoe da khoe thit.
Ngay ca khan quang co ba ta con khéng mang theo, huéng ho!”

Melchett van ngoan co:

“B3 phai thira nhan 1a moi viéc déu trung khdp, vé thoi gian thi
dong hod dé ban ngirng chay ldc sdu gi hdm hai phut...”

Ba Marple quay sang phia toi:

“Muc st khong dinh néi 1a muc su van chua ké dng canh sat
nghe vé chiéc déong ho chi?”

“Cai dong ho 1am sao hd muc su Clement?”

Nghe tdi ké xong, dng ta td ra rat buc minh:

“Trofi dat, tai sao t6i hdm qua ong khong ndi vdi Slack?”

“Vi Ong ta cd cho t6i m@ miéng dau,” toi dap.

“V6 ly, ong phai nai ni cht.”

“cé thé Thanh tra Slack x* su véi 6ng hoan toan khac han xu
su voi toi. T6i khong hé cé chut co hoi ndo dé nai ni 6ng ta.”

“Néi chung day la mot viéc ky la,” Melchett néi. “Néu c6 ngudi
thir ba dén va nhan t0i giét ngudi nay thi t6i phai vao nha thuong
dién mat thoi.”

“Néu tdi duoc phép dé xuat...” ba Marple 1am bam.

“Gi kia?”

“Néu 6ng ké cho 6ng Redding nghe viéc ba Protheroe nhin t6i
roi giai thich véi anh ta rang 6ng thuc su khong tin ba 4y giét
ngudi. ROi sau dé néu o6ng dén gip ba Protheroe va bdo rang
Lawrence dd dau thi — lic 4y cé thé mdi ngudi ho sé néi ra su



that véi dng. VA su that thi ¢ ich, mic du tdi ddm chic 1a ho
khong hiéu biét nhiéu vé ban than dau, tdi nghiép.”

“Rat cd ly, nhung chi c6 hai ngudi d6 mdi cé déng co giét
Protheroe ma thoi.”

“0, toi khong dinh ndi vy dau, dai td Melchett,” ba Marple noi.

“Sao, ba nghi cé thé con cf ai khac nita a?”

“O vang, dung vay do,” ba dua ngdn tay ra dém, “mot, hai, ba,
bdn, ndm, sadu — phai, cd thé 1a bay ngudi. Tdi nghi it nhat bay
ngudi cé thé rat mirng rd néu dai ta Protheroe bj trir khit.”

Vién dai ta nghét mat nhin ba gia.

“Bay ngudi a2 0'lang St. Mary Mead nay sao?”

Ba Marple dinh dac gat dau.

“Ong nhd cho 1a t6i khong néu tén ai cd,” ba ndi. “viy khong
hay. Nhtmg t6i e rang cudc ddi ndy cé qua nhiéu cai dc. Mot quan
nhan t té chinh truc va danh gid nhu 6ng khong thé biét dén
nhitng chuyén nay dau, ong dai ta a.”

Toi nghi dng canh sat trudng sap bi dot quy dén noi.



Chu’o’ng]. O

LOi binh pham ctia Melchett vé ba Marple sau khi ching t6i ra vé
hoan toan chang cé chut ndo khen ngoi: “Cai ba c6 gid héo quat ay
sudt doi hau nhu khong budc chan ra khoi lang ma ¢ tudng cai
gl minh cling biét! That ng& ngan 16 bich! Ba ta thi hiéu gi vé cudc
ddi kia cht?” Toi 6n ton bao, cho dau khong chut nghi ngd rang ba
Marple chang hiéu biét chut gi vé cudc Ddi viét hoa, thi trén thuc
té ba dy van nam dugc moi chuyén xay ra & lang St. Mary Mead
nay.

Melchett bat dic di phai thirta nhin diéu d4, vi du sao ba ta
cling 1a mo6t nhan chi*ng quan trong — dac biét quan trong vdi v
kién vé ba Protheroe.

“Nay, c6 thé tin vao diéu ba ta néi chi?”

“Néu ba Marple ndi ba Protheroe khdong mang sing theo thi 6ng
c? tin dung 1a nhu thé,” t6i dap. “Néu c6 mot chut xiu kha nang
xay ra viéc dd, ba ay ciling sé tinh y nhan ra ngay.”

“pung thé. Gid ching ta nén dén xudng vé thi tot hon.”

Cai noi goi 12 xudng v& chi 12 mo6t nha kho don so khong clta sb
ma chi c6 mot 6 1ay dnh sdng tir trén mai nha. Loi ra vao duy nhat
mot cra cai. Xem xét chan ché roi, Melchett ngd y sé cung vdi



thanh tra dén tham nha muc vu.

“Gio thi toi vé don day.”

Khi toi budc vao nha qua ca chinh, tiéng tro chuyén ri ram
vang dén tai tdi. T61 mé cra phong khach. 6 Gladys Cram dang
trd chuyén sdi ndi véi Griselda trén ghé sofa. CO ngdi bat chéo
chan, cap dui mang v§ dai mau hong bong nhodng, va toi cd cd
hoi € quan sat thay c6 mic quan chén bang lua soc mau hong.

“Minh day 3, Len,” Griselda noi.

“Chao budi sdng, thwa muc su Clement,” c6 Cram ndi. “Tin vé
6ng dai ta that qua khing khiép muc su nhi? Pang thuong cho
ong 130.”

“CO Cram c6 nh3 y dén giup chung ta cung vdi cadc nit HuGng
dao sinh*. Chd nhét tudn trwdc ching ta cd kéu goi ngudi giup da,
minh nhd khong?”

T6i nhé chi, va nghe giong Griselda, tdi doan chic c6 Cram sé@
khong bao gi¢ tw nguyén tham gia néu khoéng cd sy cd giat gan
vira xay ra ¢ nha muc vu.

“Em vira néi voi ba Clement 13 em nghe tin nay chang khac no
sét danh ngang tai,” c6 Cram ndi tiép. “Trong ngdi lang héo lanh
nho xiu nay — vé khoan héo lanh thi muc su phai céng nhan —
khong c6 dén cai rap phim cam cting khéng cé phim 16ng tiéng —
vay ma lai ¢6 4n mang? Nghe nan nhan la dai ta Protheroe em lai
cang khong tin ndi. DU sao loai ngudi nhu dng ta thi dau cd dang
bi giét!”

Toi khong biét theo cd Cram thi diu 13 tiéu chuan can thiét cho
viéc bi muu sat. T6i khong bao git chu y dén viéc ngudi bi giét hai



phai thudc vé mdt ting 18p dic biét ndo, nhung chic chan trong
cai dau téc vang ngan clin cdn nhu con trai kia dang cé y nghi ndo
do.

“Vay nén c6 Cram mdi tat qua diy tim hiéu su tinh,” Griselda
nai.

Toi s cach noi thang 4y s& 1am phat v cd nang, nhung co ta chi
hat dau ra sau roi hodc miéng cudi to, khoe ca rang ca 1gi:

“Ba tinh y qua di, ba Clement. Nhung chuyén nhu vay ai ma
chang muén biét hét moi ngéc ngach, ddng khong ba? Em cam
doan ba mudn em gitip cic nit huéng dao sinh kiéu nao thi em
cling san sang gilp. Viéc dd rat thd vi, ma tinh em thi ham vui.
Khong phai vi cong viéc ciia em khong tét hay luong khoéng cao
hay tién si Stone khong t té v§i em dau. Nhung mot dira con gai
muén cé chd giao du sau gid lam viéc thi ngoai ba ra, con ai ¢ lang
nay d€ ma tdn chuyén ngoai miy ba gid ac 6n kia, ha ba
Clement?”

“Co Lettice Protheroe day,” t6i noi.

Gladys Cram hat ham:

“CO ta qua cao sang kiéu ngao doi vdi hang tién dan nhu em. Tu
cho minh 13 nhat x¥ nén chang thém ha mat ngé téi mot d&a con
gai phai 1am viéc dé kiém s6ng. Vay chi¥ chinh em da nghe c6 ta
noi dén viéc tw minh di 1am nuodi than dé. Nhung th hoi ai them
thué c6 ta chi? ROi xem, chi ba bita 12 bi dudi cd lién. C6 ta cd ma
lam ma-no-canh, trong quan 4o vd roi lwgn téi lwon lui, chi vay
thoi.”

“Lettice lam ngudi mau thi rat tot,” Griselda chang hé c6 y nanh



ac. “Mit cd 4y xinh xan nhu vy ma. Nhung cd dy néi dén viéc di
lam hoi nao vay?”

CO Cram ldng ting mot chut nhung réi 1ay lai vé l1au linh
thuong lé:

“Tin 4n tuong phai khong ba? Nhung dung 13 c6 ta di ndi vay.
Theo em nghi chuyén nha cb ta chang vui vé gi dau. Bit em séng
chung véi di ghé thi em cling chang & 18y dugc mot phut.”

“O, nhung cd 13 ngwdi rat can ddm va tu 1ap,” Griselda nghiém
trang noi, va t6i nhin nang ngo vuc.

CO Cram hai long thay ro:

“Chinh x4c ludn, em 13 vy d6. T té thi em nghe 16i, cht ding
c6é ma didu khién em nha. Trudc day khong 1au c6 ngudi xem chi
tay em da phan nhu vay. Khong, em khong phai loai ngudi chiu
ngodi yén dé cam chiu bi bat nat dau. Ma em ciing d3 néi rd véi
tién si Stone 13 em phai c6 ngay nghi thuong nién. May 6ng lam
khoa hoc thi c¥ coi con gai bon em chang khac gi c6 may — hiu
nhu chang dé v hodc nhé ra cé né & dé.”

“Lam viéc vdi tién si Stone, cd c6 thay vui khong? Néu co thich
mon khao cd hoc thi cong viéc nay sé rat thu vi.”

“TAt nhién 13 em khong hiéu biét nhidu v& bd mdn nay,” cd gai
thd nhan. “cai chuyén dao mo cubc ma nguoi chét hang tram
nam roi — a — cd vé qua to mo toc mach dung khong ba? Viy ma
tién s Stone lai mai mé cong viéc Ay dén dd em ma khong nhic
thi 6ng ta cling quén ludn dn udéng.”

“Sang nay 6ng ay c6 & chd khai quat khong?” Griselda hai.



Co Cram lac dau.

“Sang nay ong ay hoi khé 0,” ¢d gii thich. “Khong diy lam viéc
noi. €4 nghia 13 hdm nay con bé Gladys nay duoc nghi.”

“Ta xin 16i,” tdi néi.

“0, dau c6 gi. Chua cd cai chét th hai dadu. Nhung thua muc su
Clement, em nghe noi sudt sdng nay muc su’ ¢ don canh sat. Muc
su' ndi em nghe ho nghi gi vay?”

“A,” t61 cham rai néi, “vAn con mot sd viéc chwa xac minh.”

“Ai cha! ROt cudc thi ho khdng tin dé 13 Lawrence Redding. Anh
ay banh trai qud, dung khong? Hét nhu tai tr xiné. Khi chao hoi ai
thi anh 4y mim cudi méi dé thuong lam sao. Em thuc su khong
tin vio tai minh khi nghe canh sat bat anh. ThAm chi ngudi ta
con ndi bon ho rat dan don — bon canh sat do.”

“Trong truong hop nay thi c6 khé ma 1én an ho,” toi ndi. “Ong
Redding tu ddu thi ma.”

“Cai gi?” cO gai lang nguoi di thiy ré. “Cha — anh chang khon
kho! Néu em giét ngudi thi em khong dai gi ma di nép minh. C&
twdng Lawrence Redding phai khon ngoan hon, ai lai ddu hang
nhu vy ch! Ma vi sao anh ta giét Protheroe? Anh ta khai gi viy?
Chi la do cai nhau thoi a?”

“Chuyén anh ta giét 6ng ay thi khong hoan toan chic chan,” toi
dap.

“Nhung dung la vy roéi — néu anh y nhin minh giét nguoi thi
thuc su anh 4y phai biét cht thuwa muc su?”

“Tat nhién anh ta phai biét,” t6i dong y. “Nhung 10i khai cda



anh ta khong thuyét phuc canh sat.”

“Nhung tai sao anh 4y lai nhan t6i néu khong c6 1am?”

vé diém nay t6i khong cd v dinh théng tin thém cho c6 Cram, vi
thé toi noi 1ap lng:

“Ta nghi trong tat cad nhitng vu an quan trong thi canh sat
thuong nhan duge nhiéu 14 thu thd toi nhu thé.”

“Bon ngu xuan!” C6 Cram dén nhan tin nay bang giong diéu vira
ngd vure vira khinh bi.

ROi c6 ndi thém: “Em thi em chang bao gi¥ 1am vay.”

“Ta tin em khong bao gid nhu thé,” tdi noi.

“A, gi0' em phai bién day,” c6 thd dai roi dirng 1én. “Phai bio tin
6ng Redding tu thud giét ngudi cho tién si Stone méi dugc.”

“Ong 4y c6 quan tdm chuyén nay khong?” Griselda hoi.

€6 Cram lung ting cau may. “Ong 4y thiét ky la, ba chang bao
gid ndi chuyén vdi 6ng ta duoc dau. Luc nao cling chi nghi dén
chuyén qué khit. Gia st 6ng ta cd co hoi ngdm con dao Crippen*
tirng cat c6 vg han ta thi 6ng cling khéng thich bang ngdm nghia
luBi dao dong cli han ri ddo dugc & may go ma do.”

“A, ta phai thu nhan 14 ta dong v vdi 6ng ay,” toi 1én tiéng.

Cd Cram té vé khong hiéu va haoi khinh khi, sau d6 c6 1ap lai 15i
chao va ra vé. Khi canh ctra khép lai sau lung co ta, Griselda 1én
tiéng:

“co 4y khong dén ndi té 1am dau, that dé minh a. TAt nhién
cling tAm thuong dung tuc, nhung 1a loai phu ni to khoe va vui
tinh ma ta khong thé ghét dugc. Em tu hoi that ra didu gi khién cb



ay tim dén day minh nhi?”

“Do to mo thoi.”

“Vang, em cling nghi vdy. Nao, minh ké em nghe di Len, em
non nong qua.”

TOi ngdi xudng va ké tudng tin moi viéc xay ra sang nay,
Griselda thinh thodng xen vao vai than tir bay t6 vé ngac nhién va
quan tam.

“ROt cudc ngudi Lawrence theo dudi 12 Anne chi® khéng phai
Lettice! Ching ta ¢cd mat md nhu mu! Chic han d6 13 diéu hom
qua ba Marple néi bédng ndi gid, minh cé nghi vay khéng?”

“Co minh a,” toi vira ndi vira ngoanh di.

Mary budc vao.

“Co hai nguoi méi tdi — & toa bdo, ho noi vay. Ong cd tiép ho
khong?”

“Khong, dit khodat 13 khong,” t6i dap. “Bao ho dén gip Thanh tra
Slack & don canh sat di.”

Mary gat dau va quay ra. Toi noi vdi theo:

“Chirng nao c6 tong kh dugc ho thi quay lai day nhé. T6i muon
hoi c6 vai diéu.”

Mary lai gt diu. Vai phut sau cd tré vao.

“Mét ngudi mdi dudi dugc ho di,” cd ta ndi. “Muc su chua tirng
thay ai li lom vay dau. Khong biét 1am sao ma tir chdi nital”

“T6i nghi ching ta s& con gip rac roi voi ho nita ddy,” toi bao.
“Mary ndy, diéu t6i mudn héi cd 1a: C6 cd hoan toan chic chan
chiéu t6i hdm qua cd khong nghe thiy tiéng sting n6 khong?”



“Tiéng sung ban 6ng dai t4 ha? Khong, tat nhién 13 tui khong
nghe, chi néu nghe thi tui da chay vo coi chuyén gi xay ra roi.”

“Phai, nhung... ” Nh¢ lai ba Marple da ndéi minh nghe cé tiéng
sung ‘trong rirng’, toi chuyén sang hoi cach khac. “Co ¢ nghe thay
tiéng sting nio khac — tir phia ritng chang han?”

“Cha! Pé tui nhd lai coi.” C6 ngip ngirng. “Tui nghi 13 cd. Chi cb
mot phat thdi chit khong nhiéu, ma tiéng né la 1am.”

“Chinh xac ltic may gi®?” Toi hoi.

“Gio ha?”

“Phai, may giy?”

“Tui khong noi chinh x4c duoc, chi biét chic 13 ngay sau lic
udng tra budi chiéu.”

“C6 6 thé néi chinh xac hon mot chut duge khong?”

“Khong, khong dugc. Tui con nhiéu viéc phai lam ma, ding
khong? Pau phai Iic nao cling rdnh ma di dom dong hé — chuyén
d6 chang ich gi — ddng hd bao thirc thi mdi ngay cham tdi bon
muoi 1dm phut, ma hét chuyén no tdi chuyén kia, 1am sao tui biét
chinh xac 12 mAy gi¢ dugc.” bidu nay cd thé gidi thich vi sao bita
an nao cua chung tdi cling khéng bao gi0' ding gio, lac thi qua
muon con Iac thi qua sém.

“Trudc khi 6ng Redding dén cd 1au khong?”

“Khong, khong lau. Chitng mucoi — mudi 1am phuat thoi —
khong hon.”

TOi gat gu té vé hai long.

“Xong chwa?” Mary héi. “Tai vi tui muén ndi 1a tui dang dé



nguyén tang thit trong 10 va banh pudding thi qua Itra roi.”

“pugc, cd cd thé di.”

CO ta ra khoi phong, con toi quay sang Griselda:

“Minh khong bao ban cho c6 ta biét 1& phép mdt chit sao?”

“Em ndi réi nhung cd ta ¢ nhd dau. Minh phai nhd 1a ¢o ta méi
vao nghé.”

“T6i biét rd diéu dd,” t6i ndi. “Nhung khong thé gitt mai cai 16i
thiéu kinh nghiém mdi vao nghé nhu thé. Téi nghi minh ciing
can day Mary chut it vé ndu nuéng nita.”

“A, em khong dong y vdi minh diu nhé,” Griselda dap. “Minh
thira biét ching ta khong cé nhiéu tién dé thué ngudi hau. Hé lic
nao ho 1am tat hon 13 chic chin ho sé bd chting ta ma di. Ho kiém
cho khéc luong cao hon 1a chuyén binh thudmg. Nhung chirng nao
Mary con niu an dd va cu X kém nhu thé — 3, thi chiing ta con
an tam la khong ai muon thué cd ta minh a.”

T6i nhan ra cich quan 1y ngudi hau cua vo téi khong hoan toan
blra bai nhu tdi tudng, ma cd cd s& 1ap luan han hoi. Thué mot cd
hau védi cai gid phai chap nhén viéc c6 ta khong biét ndu nudng,
lai thudng xuyén xan thung dung nia va binh phim vé ngudi khac
tho 16 dén sttng sot, thé c¢é dang khong, thi con 1a viéc phai ban
cai.

“Du sao di nita, ldic nay ma cb ta cu xit té hon trudc thi minh
cling phai chip nhan thdi,” Griselda ndi tiép. “Minh khoéng thé
mong cb ta thuong cam veé cai chét cia dai ta Protheroe khi chinh
6ng ta giam ban trai ctia co ay.”



“Protheroe bat giam ban trai co ay a?”

“Vang, vi toi san trom. L3 Archer, minh biét anh ta ma. Mary da
di lai vdi anh ta hai nam nay roi.”

“Anh khong biét chuyén ay.”

“Len yéu dau, minh thi cé bao gi’ d€ y chuyén gi dau!”

“That ky quac 1a ngudi nao ciing bao tiéng sung nod vong tir khu
rirng ca.”

“Em nghi chuyén 4y khong cé gi 1a ky quac,” Griselda noi.
“Minh thiy dé, ngudi ta thudng xuyén nghe sing né trong ring.
Vi thé duong nhién khi nghe tiéng sting nd, ngudi ta sé nghi ngay
rang né & trong rirng. C6 thé tiéng nd 4y hoi to hon binh thudng
mot chut. DI nhién néu ngudi ta § phong ké bén, ho s&é nhan ra 1a
sung nd ngay trong nha, nhung cra s6 nha bép lai tréng ra huéng
khac, nén em cho 12 Mary khéng thé nghi khac hon.”

Ctra lai md.

“Pai td Melchett quay lai,” Mary néi. “Cé 6ng thanh tra nita, ho
ndi muodn gap muc su. Pang & trong phong lam viéc.”



Chu’o’ng].].

Thoang nhin t6i da thay dai ta Melchett va Thanh tra Slack khong
nhat tri vdi nhau vé vu 4n nay. Melchett to ra buc bdi cau kinh
con vién thanh tra thi mat sung may sia.

“Phai ndi 13 t6i rat tiéc vi Thanh tra Slack khong dong y vdi toi
rang cau Redding v t6i.”

“Néu khong giét ngudi thi anh ta di dau thd lam gi co cha?”
Slack ngo vuc hoi.

“Ong nhd gium 1a ba Protheroe cling hanh dong hét nhu thé
thoi, Slack a.”

“Chuyén dé khac. Ba ta 1a phu nit, ma phu nit thi hanh dong
theo kiéu ngdc nghéch. Tam thdi téi khong ndi 13 ba ta giét ngudi.
Ba ta nghe Redding bi két t0i, thé 13 ba ta bia ra ciu chuyén cda
minh. May chiéu nay tdi ranh 1Am. Pan ba ma 1am chuyén dién
khung thi cé néi 6ng cling chang tin dau. Nhung Redding thi khéc.
Pau dc anh ta chat ché diu ra dd. va néu anh ta thi nhan minh
pham tdi, 3, thi t6i ndi rang anh ta c¢é 1am. Khau sung dé 13 cla
anh ta — 6ng dung quén diéu dd. va nhd ciu chuyén cua ba
Protheroe ma chung ta biét dugc ddng cd cia anh ta. Trudc day do
khong phai 13 diém chinh, nhung gi® thi ching ta biét réi — sao,
moi viéc gio’ da rd ranh ranh.”

“Theo &ng thi anh ta c6 thé ban Protheroe sém hon khong? vao



sdu gid rudi chang han?”

“Anh ta khong thé 1am diéu d4.”

“Ong c kiém tra cac hoat dong clia anh ta khong?”

Vién thanh tra gat dau.

“Vao lic sdu gid muoi phut, anh ta & trong lang, gan Blue Boar.
T d6 anh ta di theo con dudng lang phia sau noi ba gia nha & gan
do trong thay anh ta, nhu ba ay da bio véi dng — phai ndi 13 ba ay
khong bd qua diéu gi — va cd cudc hen vdi ba Protheroe & xudng vé
trong vuon. Ho cung roi xuwdng vé ngay sau sdu gio rudi va di theo
con duong lang vao lang roi gdp tién si Stone. Ong Stone lam
chitng vé viéc nay — toi d3 gap 6ng ay. Ho ding tro chuyén vai
phut canh buu dién, roi ba Protheroe vao nha ba Hartnell muon
cuon tap chi vé 1am vuon. T6i da gap ba Hartnell réi — dung nhu
vay. Ba Protheroe & lai do6 tro chuyén vdi ba Hartnell cho dén bay
gio ding, roi ba ta bdo 1a dd mudn va phai vé nha.”

“Thai do ba ta lic 4y ra sao?”

“RAt vui vé thodi mai, ba Hartnell néi vay. Tinh than 6n dinh —
ba Hartnell qua quyét rang dau 4c ba ta khong cd van dé gi.”

“Noi tiép xem nao.”

“con Redding anh ta di vdi tién sT Stone dén Blue Boar va cung
nhau udng rugu. Anh ta rdi quan luc bay gio kém hai muoi, di
nhanh theo dudng lang roi xuéng con dudng dan vé nha muc vu.
Nhiéu nguoi trong thay anh ta.”

“Lan nay anh ta khong di con dudng phia sau lang a?” dai ta
binh luan.



“Khong — anh ta di theo con dudng phia trudc, hoi tim muc su,
nghe ndi dai ta Protheroe dang & d6 — anh ta vao nha muc vu réi
ban 6ng iy — dung nhu 151 anh ta tu thd! sy that ddng 13 nhu thé
va chuing ta khong can phai tim kiém gi thém.”

Melchett lac dau:

“Ccon c6 ching ¢t do bac si cung cap nita. Ong dirng bd ngoai tai
diéu d4. Protheroe khong thé bi ban sau sau gid rudi duoc.”

“0i dio, bac sil” Thanh tra Slack khinh khinh. “Ong c di ma tin
101 bac sI. bé ho bé trui ham ring ctia 6ng xong roi mdi xin 10i xin
phai, trong khi dé thi ong dang dau rudt thira. Bac si thoi nay toan
mot giudc nhu vay!”

“pay khdng phai viéc chin dodn bénh, vé diém nay thi bac si
Haydock khang dinh chic chan tuyét ddi. Ong khong thé chong lai
chirng cir phap y Slack a.”

“Du gi di nita cling con 10i chitng cta t6i,” dot nhién t6i nhd lai
tinh tiét bi bd quén. “Luc tdi cham vao thi t thi d3 lanh ngat. Toi
thé nhu vay.”

“Ong thay chua, Slack?” Melchett noi.

Thanh tra Slack vui vé chiu thua.

“A, tat nhién, néu 13 nhu thé. Nhung vu an nay hay day. C6 thé
ndi 1a 6ng Redding c¥ qua n6én néng mudn bi treo cd thoi.”

“Ban than su viéc nay theo t6i c6 gi d6 khong binh thuong,” dai
ta Melchett nhan xét.

“A, khong giai thich duoc tinh khi dau,” vién thanh tra ndi. “Co
nhiéu quy ong trd nén kha gan dé sau chién tranh. Téi cho rang



gid ta phai bat dau lai tir dau.” Ong ta quay sang tdi. “Vi sao muc
st lai khién toi hiéu sai lac vé chuyén cai dong ho, toi that khong
hiéu noi thwa muc su. Ong da can tré tv phap cong chinh.”

T6i cam thay bi xdc pham:

“T6i d3 ba 1an ¢6 gang ndi, nhung 1an nio cling vy, ong déu bat
t6i cAm miéng va khéng théem nghe.”

“P6 chi 1a cach ndi thoi, thua ngai. Lé ra muc su’ hoan toan cé
thé néi véi tdi néu mudn ndi. béng hod va t& thu céd vé hoan toan
an khép vdi nhau. Bay gi® theo muc su thi cai dong ho chay sai
gi. TOi chua bao gi¢ gdp trudng hop nay. Du sao thi van dong ho
nhanh hon mudi 1am phut 14 dé 1am gi chit?”

“La dé cho ddng gid.”

Vién thanh tra khit mi.

“Toi nghi 6ng khong cin phai ndi tiép chuyén nay, thanh tra a,”
dai t4 Melchett ndi khéo. “Piéu ching ta can bay gi¢ 1a ba
Protheroe va anh chang Redding phdai khai that. To6i da goi dién
cho Haydock va yéu cau 0ng ay dua ba Protheroe dén. Khodng
mudi 1am phuat nita ho phai cé mat ¢ day. T6i nghi trudc hét nén
goi ca Redding dén day nita.”

“TOi sé lién hé v4i don,” Thanh tra Slack néi va nhac dién thoai.

“Va bay gid’ chung ta sé lam viéc tai phong nay,” 6ng ta vira dat
6ng nghe xudng vira nai.

Ong ta nhin t6i day ngu y.

“Co 18 6ng mudn tbi ra ngoai phai khong,” toi ndi.

Thanh tra lap ti'c md ci¥a cho toi. Melchett goi vdi theo:



“Khi nao cau Redding dén thi muc su quay lai nhé? Ong la ban
ciu ta, cé thé dng s& du uy luc dé thuyét phuc ciu ta ndi ra su
that.”

T6i nhan ra vo t6i va ba Marple dang chum dau vao nhau.

“Chung em dang ban bac moi kha nang cé thé xay ra,” Griselda
ndi. “Téi wdc chi ba cé thé gidi quyét vu nay, ba Marple a, gidng
nhu ba da lam trong vu nha ba Wetherby bi mat trom xau tom 16t
dd. Moi chuyén 1a do nd goi cho ba nhd lai mét chuyén hoan toan
khdac vé bao than da.”

“CO cudi nhao t6i a, c6 em thadn mén,” ba Marple néi, “nhung
xét cho cling d6 1a cach rat ding dan dé tim ra su that. Chinh 13
cai ngudi ta goi 13 truc gidc va tranh cdi vé nd. Truc gidc cling
gidng nhu viéc doc ding mot tr ma khong cin phai danh van.
MOt dita tré khong thé 1am viéc nay vi né cé qua it kinh nghiém,
nhung nguoi 1dn thi biét rd vi ho d3 thudng xuyén nhin thay trudc
dé roi. Muc su hiéu tdi mudn ndi gi khdng, thwa muc su?”

“Cd, toi nghi 13 t6i hiéu,” t6i chAm rai tra 1oi. “Y ba 1a néu mot
st viéc nhac ta nhé dén mot sy viéc khac — 3, thi cd thé dé 1a su
viéc tuong tu.”

“Chinh xac.”

“Vay chinh x4c 13 vu muu sat dai ta Protheroe ggi ba nhé dén
diéu gi?”

Ba Marple thd dai.

“chd nay ding 1a khé. T6i da nghi dén rat nhiéu chuyén tuong
tw, chang han thiéu ta Hargraves, ngudi quan 1y tai sdn cta nha
tho va 1a ngudi rat duge kinh trong, hoa ra éng ta lai c6 vg 18 con



riéng — mot ba ting 13 hau phong, nghi ma xem! Lai cé nam da
con — chinh xac 12 nam da — khién vg va con gai dng ta bi soc
khtng khiép.”

T6i c0 hét sic nhung khoéng sao hinh dung dugc dai ta
Protheroe trong vai nguoi pham toi vung trom.

“ROi con c6 chuyén giat Gi nira,” ba Marple ndi tiép. “Ba Hartnell
sd v bo quén chiéc trAm cai dinh ngoc mat méo clla minh trong
chiéc 4o choang c6 diém xép nép va dua tdi hiéu giat. Nguoi dan
ba nhan d6 giat khong hé tham chiéc trdm 4y va hoan toan khong
phai 13 ké cap, nhung ba ta lai mang né di gidu trong nha mot
ngudi dan ba khac roi bdo canh sat 13 ba ta thay nguoi dan ba nay
14y nd. L3 ac vy, cac vi biét khong, hoan toan 13 ac y, ma ddng co la
lung thay la do thu tinh. DI nhién 1a vi mo0t ngu'0i dan ong. Bao gid
cling vay.”

Lan nay du c6 nghi xa hon nita toi cling khong lién hé dugc viéc
tuong duong. Ba Marple van tiép tuc véi giong mo mang:

“ROi chuyén cd con gai cia Elwell khén khd — mot cd gai xinh
dep thanh cdnh — lai tim cach trdn dp cdu em trai minh. R6i vu
ngudi choi dan Ong bién tha tién chi cho chuyén du lich caa doi
dong ca nam (trudc khi 6ng vé nham chirc & day) vi vo anh ta no
nan ngap diu. Phai, tr vu nay nguoi ta nghi dén nhiéu — rat
nhiéu viéc khac nita, nhung rat kho tiép can su that.”

“Mong ba ndi cho toi biét, bay ngudi bi tinh nghi 1a nhitng ai?”
to6i hoi.

“Bay nghi can ay a?”

“Ba di ndi theo ba cé dén bay ngudi cd thé — 4, vui mirng trudc



cai chét ctia dai ta Protheroe ma.”

“Toi ndi thé u? A, tdi nhd ra minh cd nédi.”

“Chuyén ay c6 that khong?”

“0, chac chan 13 cd that a. Nhung tdi khong nén nhic tén ho &
day. Muc su cd thé hoan toan tw minh nghi ra ho, tdi chic chan
thé.”

“Thuc su tdi khong thé. Theo tdi 12 Lettice Protheroe, bdi 18 con
bé c6 kha ning dugc hudng gia tai sau khi bé né qua doi. Nhung
viéc nay ma quy cho c6 3y thi vo 1y qud, va ngoai c6 3y ra thi toi
khong nghi ngd ai khac.”

“Con c0 thi sao, cO em?” ba Marple quay sang hoi Griselda.

Mat Griselda dd birng khién tdi kha bat ngd. Mat nang dudng
nhu rom rém. Nang vin veo dbi tay nhdé nhan roi kéu 1én phan
no:

“Oi, thién ha dang ghét — dang ghét qua di. Ho ndi gi vay chu!
Chi toan nhitng chuyén ddc dia xau xa...”

T6i ngac nhién nhin nang. Hinh nhw Griselda khong boi roi lo
Au dén mc 4y. Nhan ra 4nh mat cta tdi, nang cudi guong:

“ping nhin em nhu thé mau vat la khién minh td mo, cling
dirng ndéng vdi ma di chéch hudng Len a. Em khong nghi la
Lawrence hay Anne, ma Lettice cfing vO can. Thé ndo chung ta
cling tim ra vai manh moi khac.”

“Tat nhién cé bic thw dod,” ba Marple ndi. “Co6 nhd lai xem, sang
nay toi da noi bic thu ay hét suc ky la.”

“Thu ¢ vé xac dinh thdi diém 6ng ta chét,” tdi néi. “Nhung diéu



dé co xay ra nhu vay khong? Ba Protheroe vira mdi rdi van phong,
chi da thdi gian di dén xuwdng v8. Cich duy nhat tdi cb thé gii
thich viéc nay 1a Protheroe xem dong ho tay ctia minh, va déng ho
ong ta chay chdm. Theo t6i c6 vé dé la giai phap kha thi.”

“Em lai c6 v khac,” Griselda ndi. “Len a, gid st dong ho da bi
chinh 1ui gi0 — a ma khoéng, viéc cling sé xay ra giong nhu thé
th6i — em that ngoc!”

“Khi anh roi khéi nha thi dong hé khong hé bi chinh,” toi noi.
“Anh nhd anh con so gid vdi dong ho deo tay ma. Tuy nhién nhu
minh néi thi didu nay chang lién quan gi dén van dé hién thoi.”

“Ba nght sao, ba Marple?” Griselda hoi.

BA gid 1ac dau.

“Co6 em oi, t6i thi nhan to6i hoan toan khong suy nghi theo
hudng ay. Piéu khién tdi thay ky la ngay tir dau, chinh 13 tiéu dé
buc thu.”

“T6i lai khong thay thé,” t6i ndi. “Pai ta Protheroe chi viét rang
6ng ay khong thé chd 1au hon nita...”

“Vao ltc sau gid hai muoi phut 42” ba Marple ndi. “Cé6 hau Mary
cua muc su da thua vdi 6ng ay it nhat phai sdu gid rudi muc su
mdi v, va hinh nhu dng ta di san sang ngdi chd dén luc ay, thé
ma vao sdu gid hai muoi 6ng ta lai ngdi xudng viét rang ‘khong
thé chd 1au hon nita’.”

T6i tr6 mat nhin ba gid, cAm thay cang kinh trong hon nang luc
tri tué ctia ba. Véi tri thong minh sic sdo, ba d4 nhin thay diéu ma
ching t6i khong nhan ra. b6 12 mdt chuyén ky la — hét sirc ky la.



“Gid nhu birc thu khong ghi gio...” toi ndi.

Ba Marple gat dau.

“Pung thé a, gid nhw né da khong ghi gio!”

TOi ¢6 moi 6c nhd lai mau gidy viét thw véi nét chit nguéch
ngoac khong rd iy, ¢ dau trang ghi 6.20. Con s6 nay rd rang khong
cung nét chi¥ véi phan con lai cta bic thu.

T6i hd hoc mom kinh ngac.

“Gia st thu khong ghi gio,” t6i ndi. “Gia st khoang 6 gio 30 dai
t4 Protheroe s&t rudt va ngdi vao viét rang ong ta khong thé chd
l1au hon. Va trong khi ong ta dang viét thi c6 ké nao dé budc vao
qua ctra hong...”

“Hoac la qua ctra chinh,” Griselda ggi y.

“vay thi 6ng ta s& nghe tiéng m& cira va ngang lén nhin.”

“Muc su’' nhd cho 1a dai ta Protheroe hoi lang tai,” ba Marple ndi.

“vang, ddng thé. Ong ta cé thé khdng nghe thay. DU vao bang
nga nao di nita, tén sat nhan ciing 1én dén sau lung dai ta va ban
ong ta. ROi han ta nhin thay bic thu ciing chiéc ddng ho va nay ra
mot y. Han ghi con s6 6.20 1én dau thu va chinh kim déng ho vé 6
gid 22 phudt. 6 14 mot v dd khon ngoan nham gidp han ta cé
chitng cé ngoai pham hoan hao, hoic 13 hin ta nghi nhu thé.”

“Va diéu chung ta muon tim ra la mot ai dé cé chirng ¢ ngoai
pham rd rét vao luc 6 gio 20, nhung lai khong hoan toan ngoai
pham, 3 — that chang dé gi,” Griselda néi. “Ta khong thé xac dinh
thoi gian.”

“Chdng ta cd thé x4c dinh thdi gian trong pham vi giéi han rat



hep,” toi ndi.

“Theo Haydock, thdi diém xay ra vu an chAm nhét 12 6 gid 30,
nhung t6i nghi cd thé chuyén dén 6 gi® 35 vdi 1ap luin 13 18 rang
Protheroe khong thé sot rudt khi chwa dén 6 gi® 30. Theo t6i c6 thé
noi hiu nhu chung ta biét ro diéu do.”

“Con tiéng sung ay, toi c6 nghe — phai, c cho 1a hoan toan cé
thé nhu vay. Va tdi chang suy nghi gi — hoan toan khéng. That
buc minh. Tuy nhién gi® day khi co0 nhd lai thi t6i thay hinh nhu
tiéng sung ay khac vdi tiéng sing ma toi da tirng nghe. Vang, dung
12 khac han.”

“Lén hon hay sao?” toi goi y.

Khong, bd Marple khdng cho rang tiéng nd ay to hon. Thuc su
ba thdy khé néi rang khac nhau ra sao, nhung ba van khing
khang 13 c6 khac. Toi nghi c6 khd nang ba tu thuyét phuc minh
tin nhu vay hon 1a thuc su nhd lai, nhwng ba vira gép cho ching
t6i mot cdch nhin mdi rat cd gia tri vé sy viéc nay khién t6i cdm
thay vo cung kinh trong ba.

BA ditng 1én, 1Am bam rang minh chi dinh tat qua ban ludn mot
chut véi Griselda thdn mén vé vu &n — gid thi xin kiéu. Toi dua ba
ra tAn tudng bao va cdng sau roi trd vao nha, thay Griselda dang
tram ngam suy nghi.

“Minh van dang nghi nggi vé bitc thu ay a?” ti hoi.

“Khong Len a.” Nang chgt rung minh r6éi nhun vai véi vé sot
rudt. “Em dang suy nghi, ké ndo dé han phai thu odn Anne
Protheroe ghé 1am.”

“Thu 04n ba ay u?”



“phai. Minh khéng thiy sao? Khong cé bang chitng thuc su
chéng lai Lawrence — moi bang chitng chong lai anh ta déu 13 cai
ta goi 13 ngau nhién. Anh ta chi tinh c& nay ra y dinh dén day.
Né&u anh ta khong dén — 3, thi khong ai c¢d thé nghi anh ta cé lién
quan dén tdi 4c dugc. Nhung Anne thi khac. Cho 1a c6 ai do6 biét ba
ay dén day dung vao 6 gid 20 — theo dong ho va gio ghi trén 14 thu
— thi moi viéc déu nham vao ba ay. Em khong nghi chi vi mudn
tao chirng c¥ ngoai pham ma ai dé da chinh kim déng ho — theo
em con hon thé — ho d3 c6 gan t06i cho ba ay. Néu ba Marple
khong néi rang Anne khong mang sung trong ngudi va cho biét ba
ay chi luu lai mo6t chiat trude khi xubng xudng vé — phai, néu
khong c6 nhitng 16i 4y thi...” Nang lai rung minh. “Len a — em
cam thay cé ké nao dé rat thu ghét Anne Protheroe. Em... em
khong thich diéu do.”



Chu’o’ng].z

TO6i duoc goi vao van phong khi Lawrence Redding dén.

Trong anh ta pho phac va cé vé gi d6 &m mudi, t6i nghi thé. Pai
ta Melchett than mat chao anh ta.

“Ching t6i muon hoi anh d6i difu — & day, ngay tai hién
truong,” ong noi.

Lawrence khé& nhéch mép cuoi:

“Lam theo kiéu Phap a? Dién lai t0i 4c ding khong?”

“pirng néi véi chuing t6i bang cai giong dy, anh ban than mén,”
dai t4 Melchett noi. “Anh cd biét vira c6 ngudi khac cling dén nhan
t0i giét nguwdi ma anh da thi nhan gay ra khong?”

Nhitng 161 4y 1ap tic khién Lawrence boi roi.

“M — mot ngudi khac 4?” Anh ta 1ap bap. “LA... 13 ai?”

“Ba Protheroe,” Melchett nhin anh ta dap.

“vo ly. Ba 4y khong hé 1am chuyén nay. Ba iy khong thé lam.
Khong thé.”

Melchett ngat 181 anh ta:

“La that, chung t6i cling khong tin vao cau chuyén ctia ba ay. Va
c6 thé ndi chuing t6i cling khong tin ca ciu chuyén cta anh. Bic si
Haydock qua quyét 4n mang khong thé xay ra vao thdi diéfm ma
anh khai minh da ra tay.”



“Bac s1 Haydock ndi vay sao?”

“pung thé, va anh thay dé, du anh c¢é muén hay khoéng thi anh
cling dd dugc minh oan. Va bay gid ching t6i muodn anh gitp da,
ké cho chuing tdi nghe dich xac chuyén gi da xay ra.”

Lawrence van do du.

“Ong khong Itra t6i vé... vé chuyén ba Protheroe dé chit? Thuc su
6ng khong nghi ngd ba ay sao?”

“To61i xin 1y danh du ma ndi,” dai ta Melchett dap.

Lawrence thd dai.

“T6i 12 thang dién,” anh ta ndi. “Qua dién khiing! Sao t6i lai cé
Iic nghi rang ba 4y da 1am diéu d6 nhi...”

“Anh ké cho chung tdi nghe tit ca vé chuyén 4y di,” vién canh
sat trudng goi y.

“Cling chang cé gi nhiéu ma ké. Té6i — tdi gip ba Protheroe
chiéu hém ay...”

Anh ta ngap ngurng.

“Vé viéc nay thi chiing toi da biét ca roi,” Melchett ndi. “Anh c6
thé nghi tinh cam gifta anh va ba Ay 1a tuyét d6i bi mat, nhung
thuc té moi ngudi déu biét va ban tan. Bat luin thé nao thi gio' day
chuyén da bai 16.”

“Thé thi rat tot. Toi nghi ong ndi dung. Téi di h'a vdi muc su
day...” anh ta duwa mat nhin toi, “sé... s& ra di ngay 1ap tic. Chiéu
t6i hom &y t6i gdp ba Protheroe tai xudng vé ltc 6 gid 15. Toi noi
véi ba Ay vé quyét dinh ctia minh. B3 4y cling dong v véi tdi rang
chi con cd cach d6 ma thoi. Ching toi — chiing t6i tam biét nhau.



“ROi chung t6i roi xwdng v8, va hau nhu gip tién si Stone ngay
14p tc. Anne c0 lam ra vé hoan toan tu nhién, con t6i thi khong
thé. Tdi ciing Stone dén Blue Boar udng rugu. Sau dd toi nghi minh
nén vé nha, nhung khi dén géc dudng nay thi t6i doi v va quyét
dinh dén gip muc su. T6i mudn cé ngudi dé ké vé chuyén da xay
ra.

“c6 hau cho tdi biét muc su di ving nhung sip vé, va dai ta
Protheroe dang ngobi chd trong phong lam viéc. A, t6i nghi viéc gi
minh lai bd di — nhu thé ¢ vé nhu minh dang 14n tranh ong ta.
Vi thé tdi bdo minh ciling s& dofi, roi toi vao phong lam viéc.”

Anh ta dirng lai.

“ROi sao nita?” dai ta Melchett hoi.

“Protheroe dang ngdi trudc ban gidy — dung nhuw muc su da
phat hién. T6i dén gan — cham vao ngudi ong ta. Ong ta da chét.
ROi tO6i nhin xudng va trong thay khau sing luc nam trén san nha
canh 6ng ay. Toi nhat nd 1én — va ngay 1ap tic nhan ra doé la
khau sung c¥a minh.

“T6i diéng ngudi. Khau sung luc cha tdil va thé 1a tdi di ngay
dén két luan, chac han Anne d3 14y cap khiu sing cta t6i vao lic
nao dé — dé tu két liéu doi minh néu ba dy khong thé chiu dung
dugc nita. C6 thé ba 4y dd hanh déng ngay hom 4y. Sau khi ching
tdi vao lang, chac ba 4y da quay lai vA — va — 6i! Tdi phat dién khi
nghi dén diéu dé. Nhung dung 1a t6i nghi thé. T6i nhét siing vao
tdi va bd di. Vira ra téi cong nha muc vu thi t6i gdp muc su day.
Muc su ndi gi dé mot cach tu nhién vé viéc c6 hen vdi Protheroe —
con téi dot nhién mudn pha 1én cudi. Thai dd cia muc su van



binh thudng nhi moi ngly con to6i thi sip bi treo cd. T6i nhd minh
d3 hét to mot cAu gi d6 ngd ngan va thdy mit muc su bién sic. Toi
gAn nhu mat tri. T6i budc di — budc di — sau cung tdi khong thé
chiu dung ndi nita. Néu Anne d3 lam cai viéc rung ron iy thi toi
phai chiu trach nhiém, chi it 12 vé mat dao dwc. Thé 1a tdi di nap
minh.”

Khi anh ta néi xong, moi ngudi im lang. ROi vién dai ta cat
tiéng ranh rot:

“T61 mudn hoi anh mot vai ciu. Thit nhat, anh c¢é cham vao hay
xé dich tr thi khong?”

“Khong, to6i khong hé cham vao xac. Khéng cAn cham vao thi
cling cd thé thay 14 dng ta da chét.”

“Anh cé dé y thdy bdc thw nam trén ban tham bi t& thi che
khuat mot phan khong?”

“Khong a.”

“Anh c6 dong gi vao chiéc déong ho khong?”

“Toi khong hé dong vao dong ho. T6i nhd hinh nhw cd chiéc
déng ho nam trén mait ban, nhung tdi khong déng téi no.”

“con khau sdng cia anh, 1an cudi anh thay nd 14 vao Iic nao?”

Lawrence Redding ngdm nghi.

“T6i khong nhd chinh xac.”

“Anh dé sung & dau?”

“Oi, trong dong do linh tinh & phong khach nha tbi, trén ké
sach.”

“Anh vt nd lung tung thé 3?”



“vang, thuc su t6i khong hé nghi dén nd. Cchi 13 dé & d4 thoi.”

“Vay bAt cif ai budc vao nha anh cling cd thé thiy khau stung ay
sao?”

“Phai.”

“Va anh khong nhd ra minh nhin thay né Ian cudi lic nao a?”

Lawrence cau may co nhd lai:

“Ngay hom kia thi tdi hAu nhu chic chan né con nam & d4. Toi
nhd minh di d€ nd sang mdt bén khi 14y cai tau thudc cli. T6i nghi
dé 13 ngady hdom kia — nhung cfing cé thé 13 mdt hdm trudc dé
nita.”

“Thoi gian gan day c6 ai dén nha anh khong?”

“0, nhiéu 1am! Khach vao ra lién tuc. Vo ngdy hdom kia nha tdi
cO tiéc tra, Lettice Protheroe, Dennis va ca dam ban cda ho. Roi con
may ba 130 thinh thodng lui tdi nita.”

“Anh c6 khda ctra nha khi di vang khong?”

“Khdng, viéc gi phai khéa co chi? Nha toi chang cé gi dé mat
trdm, ma & day ciing chang ai khéa ctra.”

“Ai coi séc viéc nha cho anh?”

“Sdng nao ba 130 Archer cling dén, goi 13 ‘lam theo gid’.”

“Anh nghi xem ba ta cé thé nh& khau sing & dé 1an cudi 12 ltc
nao khong?”

“T6i khong biét nita. C4 thé ba 4y nhd. Nhung tdi khdng nghi ba
ay cham lau chui bui bam.”

“Thé& nghia 13 — hAu nhw ngudi ndo cling cé thé 1y khiu sing
ay a?”



“Co vé nhu thé — vang.”

Clra md& va bac si Haydock cung Anne Protheroe budc vao. Trong
thdy Lawrence, ba gidt ban ngudi, cdon anh ta thi dgm budc vé
phia ba.

“Tha 10i cho t6i, Anne a,” anh ta néi. “Nghi dén nhitng gi dd lam
t6i thdy minh dang kinh tém.”

“Toi...” Anne ngip ngung, roéi nhin dai t4 Melchett vé van lon.
“Piéu bac s Haydock noi vdi tdi cé dung khong?”

“Rang 6ng Redding khdng phai 12 nghi can u? Pting thé. Con bay
gi¢ thi cau chuyén ctia ba nhu thé nao, ba Protheroe? Nao, chuyén
ra sao?”

Anne mim cudi ngugng ngung:

“Cac 6ng nghi toi that ddng so phai khong?”

“Cha, phai ndi 1a qui dai dot. Nhung viéc di xay ra roi. Ba
Protheroe a, diéu gi¢ day td6i mudn biét 13 su that — toan bd su
that.”

Anne nghiém nghi gat dau.

“TOi s& noi. Toi nghi 6ng da biét — moi chuyén.”

“Phai.”

“Chiéu toi hdm &y t6i c6 hen vdi Lawrence — 6ng Redding — &
xuwdng vé vao lic sau gid mudi 1am. Ong nha t6i va t6i cung di xe
hoi vao lang. Tdi cé viée phai di mua sam. Khi chdng tdi chia tay,
tinh c& 6ng 4y s& gap muc su. Tdi hai lo 1dng vi khéng thé nhan
cho Lawrence hay. T6i — a, that bat tién khi gip g& anh ay trong
vuon nha muc sw ma chéng toi lai dang & phong lam viéc cda



muc su.”

N6i dén dé ba ta do birng mat. Mot khodnh khic khong dé chiu
chut nao vdi ba.

“Toi ngdm nghi va thay cé thé chong tdi s& khong & lai 1au. Pé
tim hiéu, t6i di theo dudng lang phia sau vao vudn nhi muc su.
T6i hy vong khong ai trong thay minh, nhung tat nhién ba Marple
thi phai & trong vuon ba ay! Ba 130 goi t6i lai va ching tdi trao doi
vai cAu, va tdi gidi thich rang téi dén tim 6ng nhi tdi. Toi thiy
minh phai ndi gi d6, nhung téi khong biét ba ay co tin t6i hay
khong. Trong ba ay hoi — 1a la.

“Sau khi chao ba 4y, t6i di ngay vao nha muc vu va vong theo
géc nha dén chd cira s6 phong lam viéc. T6i rén rén budc, rat khé,
mong nghe duoc tiéng ndi tu bén trong, nhung téi ngac nhién vi
khong nghe thay gi ca. T6i liéc nhin vao, thay trong phong khong
c6 ngudi, thé 13 tdi vdi v3 bang qua bdi c6 xudng xudng vé,
Lawrence hau nhu ciing dén ngay 1ap tic.”

“Ba ndi trong phong khong cé ai sao, ba Protheroe?”

“vang, ong nha to6i khong c6 ¢ dd.”

“La lung chual”

“Thwa ba, ba dinh ndi 13 minh khong thay ong ay phai khong?”
vién thanh tra hoi.

“Phai, t6i khong thay ong ay.”

Thanh tra Slack thi thao vao tai canh sat trudng, ong nay gat
dau.

“Ba Protheroe, néu khong phién, xin ba vui long cho ching t6i



xem chinh xac ba da lam gi khong?”

“Pugc chira.”

Anne ding lén, Thanh tra Slack m& cra hong va ba ta budc ra
san hién roi ddnh mot vong dén cadnh phai ngbdi nha. Thanh tra
Slack 1én giong ra 1énh cho t6i dén ngobi vao ban viét.

Khong hiéu sao t6i khong thich 1am viéc nay cho 1am, vi né
mang lai cho tdi cdm gidc khé chiu. Tuy vay, di nhién 13 t6i van
tuan theo.

Ngay sau dd toi nghe tiéng chan tir bén ngoai. Tiéng chan dirng
lai trong phtt chdc roi budc lui. Thanh tra Slack ra dau bao toi trd
vé phia bén kia gian phong. B3 Protheroe lai budc vao qua nga ctra
hong.

“Cé chinh xac la nhu vay khong?” dai ta Melchett hoi.

“T6i nghi 1a chinh xac.”

“Vay ba cé thé cho chuing tdi biét, khi ba nhin vao phong thi
chinh x4c 6ng muc su dang ngoi ¢ dau?”

“Muc su a? Tdi — khong, t6i e rang minh khong biét. T6i khong
nhin thiy 6ng ay.”

Thanh tra Slack gat gu.

“Po 1a vi sao ba khong nhin thay 6ng nha. Ong ay ngoi trudc
ban viét & géc phong.”

“Oil” Anne ngdp nglrng roi bat ngd tron mat kinh hai. “Khéng
phai & chd dy — chd ay...”

“Phai, ba Protheroe a. Lic dy 6ng nha dang ngdi & chd kia kia.”

“Oi!” ba ta run ray.



vién thanh tra héi tiép:

“Ba cd biét 6ng Redding cd mdt khau sing khong, ba Protheroe?”

“CH a. C6 1an anh ay da noi vdi toi.”

“C4 bao gid' ba gift khau sung ay khong?”

Anne lac dau.

“Vay ba co biét 6ng Lawrence cat sung ¢ dau khong?”

“T6i khong ddm chic. Téi nghi — vang, tdi nghi minh di trong
thay né trén ké sadch nha anh 4y. Anh dé stng & d6 phai khong
Lawrence?”

“Lan cudi cung ba dén nha 6ng ay 1a khi nao, ba Protheroe?”

“O, khoang ba tuan trudc. Vo chong téi dén dung tra vdi anh
ay.”

“Va tir d6 dén nay ba khoéng tdi dé nita sao?”

“Khong, t6i khong dén nita. Cé thé do trong lang c6 qua nhiéu
161 dam tiéu, ong thay do.”

“Chac chan roi,” dai td Melchett lanh nhat tra 10i. “Ba cé thé cho
toi biét, ba thudng gap ong Redding & dau?”

Anne do mat.

“Anh 4y thudng dén nha toi. Anh dang vé chin dung Lettice.
Sau dd chung t6i — chung t6i thudng gap nhau trong rirng.”

Pai td Melchett gat dau.

“Nhu thé da da chua?” Giong ba ta bong dung nghen ngao.
“That khiing khiép — khi phai ké véi 6ng moi chuyén. M4 — ma
khong cé diéu gi sai trai ¢ day ca. Khong cé gi cd — that day,
khong c6 gi dau. Chung tdi chi 1a ban be théi ma. Chung tdi khong



thé khong quan tAm dén nhau.” Ba ta nhin bac si Haydock véi vé
khan khoan, va con ngudi dé mém long kia lién budc téi.

“TOi nghi v6i ba Protheroe thé da du roi, Melchett a,” 6ng ndi.
“Ba 3y bi s0c ndng — ma soc nhiéu chuyén.”

Ong canh sat trudng gat dau.

“Thuc su 14 tdi khong con gi dé héi ba nita, thua ba Protheroe.
CAm on ba da rat thang than tra 15i cac cAu hoi clia t6i.”

“Vay — vay t6i c6 thé di dugc ch?”

“Ba muc su’ cd nha khong?” Haydock hoi. “T6i nghi ba Protheroe
muon gip ba ay.”

“Cd, Griselda c6 nha day,” tdi dap. “Ong cé thé tim cd 4y & phong
khach.”

Anne va Haydock rdi phong, va Lawrence Redding di cung vdi
ho.

Pai t4 Melchett bam mdi va nghich con dao roc gidy, con Slack
thi sdm soi 14 thuw. Luc ay toi dé cap y kién ctia ba Marple.

Slack xem xét can than 13 thu.

“Lay danh du ma thé,” 6ng ta noi, “toi tin ba 130 3y cd ly. Nhin
nay thua muc su, ong khong thiy sao? — nhitng chit sd nay dugc
viét bang th® muc khac. Ngdy gid dugc viét bang bt mdy, néu sai
c’ goi 1a t6i di ddu xudng dat luon!”

Tat cad chung t6i déu kha phan khich.

“DI nhién 6ng da lay dau van tay trén la thu roi,” cdnh sat
trudng noi.

“Ong nghi gi thé, dai td? Trén 14 thw hoan toan khong cé dau



van tay, con trén khiu sing 1a dau van tay cia Lawrence Redding.
C6 thé di cd dau tay ctia ngudi khac trudec khi Redding 1am cai
chuyén ngu dai ma bd no vao tui minh, nhung bay gid thi khong
c6 gi rd rang dé hiéu ddng su viéc ca.”

“Thoat dau vu an to ra rat bat 1gi cho ba Protheroe,” dai ta tram
ngam ndi. “Vdi anh chang Redding thi cang bat 1gi hon nita. Pa cd
ching c& ba Marple cung cap 1a ba Protheroe khong mang sung
theo minh, nhung cac ba cao tudi thudng hay nham 1an 1am.”

TOi ldng thinh, nhung khong dong tinh vdi 6ng ta. T6i hoan
todn chac chan Anne Protheroe khong hé mang sting trong ngudi
vi ba Marple d3 ndi thé. Ba Marple khong phai 1a loai ba gia dé sai
lam. Ba cd s truong dac biét 13 bao gid cling chinh xAc.

“piéu lam t6i boi rdi 13 khong cd ai nghe thay tiéng sing ca.
Néu ltc 4y sung nod thi phai cé ai dé nghe thdy — bat ké ho nghi
nd phat ra ti hudng nao. Ong nén noéi chuyén vdi c6 hau thi tot
hon Slack a.”

Thanh tra Slack nhanh nhiu budc ra cira.

“pirng hoi cd 4y cd nghe tiéng sung trong nha khong,” toi noi.
“BOi néu 6ng lam thé thi c6 ta s pht nhan ngay. Hay goi do 13
phat sung trong rirng. bé 1a loai tiéng sung duy nhat co ta sé thira
nhin d3 nghe thay.”

“TOi biét cach xoay xd ma,” Thanh tra Slack dap roi di khuat.

“Ba Marple bao ba ta nghe tiéng sung mudn hon,” dai ta
Melchett trAm ngam. “Chung ta phai xem ba 4y xac dinh thdi gian
c6 chinh x4c khoéng. TAt nhién cd thé cé tiéng sing & dau dé
nhung khéng lién quan dén vu nay.”



“C thé 1a thé, di nhién roéi,” toi tan thanh.

Vién dai ta di tdi di lui trong phong, r6i dot nhién noi:

“Muc su biét khong, toi thay vu nay héa ra con phurc tap va khé
khan hon chung ta nghi rat nhiéu. Me kiép, phai cé chuyén gi do6
dang sau vu ndy.” Ong khit miii. “Cé diéu gi 4 ma chuing ta khong
biét dugc. Chting ta chi méi bat dau, Clement a. Luu v 151 t6i noi,
chting ta chi mdi bat dau. Pong hd, bitc thu, khau sing — tat ca
nhitng th dy chang cd v nghia gi.”

Toi lac dau. Pung 13 ching chang cé nghia 1y gi.

“Nhung tdi s& tim hiéu ngon ngudn. Khdng can phai nhd dén
Scotland Yard. Slack 1a nguoi khon ngoan. Rat khon ngoan. Tinh
nhu chodn 4y. Ong ta s@ danh hai theo cich cia minh dé tim ra su
that. Ong ay da tirng rat thanh céng trong mot so vy, va vu nay sé
13 kiét tic ctia 6ng ta. MOt s6 ngudi cd thé mdi Scotland Yard,
nhung toi s&€ khoéng lam thé. chung ta sé phd an ngay tai
Downshire nay.”

“T6i cling mong thé, chic chan roi,” téi néi.

TOi ¢ ging td ra nhiét tinh, nhung t6i d3 sdn khéng wa Thanh
tra Slack nén vién canh thanh cong ctia dng ta chang hé khién tdi
phan khdi. Mot Slack thanh cong tham chi con dang ghét hon mot
Slack that bai, t6i nghi.

“Nha bén canh la cta ai vay?” 6ng dai ta bong hai tdi.

“Y 6ng 1a & cudi duong phai khong? La nha ba Price Ridley.”

“Sau khi Slack lam viéc xong véi c6 hau ciia muc su’ thi ching
ta s@ cing dén ba Ridley. C6 thé ba ta nghe thiy gi d4. Ba ta khong



bi diéc ch?”

“Phai ndi 12 ba 4y thinh tai 1dm. Tdi dang cin c& vio thang
Dennis ndy thait. N6 phai hiéu rang cadnh sat thudng dau cé biét
dua!

“pirng cd ngdc thé, Dennis,” t6i cau kinh noi.

Thang bé ngay tho tron mat ngac nhién.

“Chau da bao day chi 1a 10i ndi dua,” nd ndi. “Bac Len chi ndi ai
ma giét dai ta Protheroe xem nhu gitip ich cho doi ma thoi.”

“A, diéu nay gidi thich mdt s6 chuyén c6 hau ndi,” Slack noi.

Ngu0i gitp viéc cling rat hiém khi biét bong dua. Toi tham rha
thang Dennis da 16i chuyén ndy ra. vu ndy va vu cai dong ho sé
khién thanh tra nghi ngd toi sudt doi cho ma xem.

“Pi nao Clement,” dai td Melchett noi.

“Cac bac di dau vay, cho chdu theo véi dugc khong?” Dennis hoi.

“Khong, khong dugc,” toi nat.

Chdng t6i bo di dé lai thang nhé tw i di*ng nhin theo. Pén
trudc canh cong trang nhi cta nha ba Price Ridley, vién thanh tra
gd ctra r6i nhan chudng theo céi kiéu tdi chi cd thé mo6 ta 13 dang
thi hanh cong vu.

MOt ¢6 hiu xinh dep budc ra.

“Ba Price Ridley c6 nha khong c6?” Melchett hoi.

“Thuwa ngai khong a.” Co6 hau ngan ngu roéi ndi thém: “Ba chau
vira méi 1én don canh sat a.”

Mot dién bién hoan toan khong mong doi. Trén dudng quay Ve,
Melchett bau 1y canh tay t6i ndi nho:



“Néu ba ta cling dén diu thu nita thi toi sé phat dién thuc su
day.”

Melchett bdo 6ng sé sang tham ba Price Ridley, va Slack tan
thanh.

“Toi di cung 6ng dugc ch?” t6i hoi. “Toi cling mudn di.”

Melchett dong y, va chung t6i 1én dudng. Ching t6i vira budc ra
cong nha muc vu thi cd tiéng chio that to, réi Dennis, chiu trai
tdi, tir phia lang chay dén chd chung tdi.

“Nay ong thanh tra, vé dau chan chau néi vdi ong thi thé nao?”
no ndi.

“LA cla ngudi lam vudn,” Thanh tra Slack tra 151 van tat.

“Ong c6 nghi cé thé ai dd mang Gng cla ngudi lam vudn
khong?”

“Khong, ta khong nghi thé!” Thanh tra Slack dap theo kiéu 1am
ngudi khic nan long. Tuy nhién chi chirng ay thi dau da lam
Dennis bo cudc. Cu cau chia ra hai que diém chay dé:

“Chau tim thAy cdi nay & gin cong nha muc vu.”

“Cam on chdu,” Slack ndi roi duat ching va tui.

cau chuyén dén day c6 vé nhu bé tac.

“Ong khong bat bac Len cia chiu ch?” Dennis héi giong khoi
hai.

“Vi sao ta phai lam thé?” Slack héi lai.

“Co nhiéu ching c& chong lai bac ay,” Dennis trinh bay. “Ong
héi Mary xem. Mot ngay trudc khi xay ra an mang, bac ay da bao
udc gi dai td Protheroe bién khoéi doi nay. Pung vy khdng bac



Len?”

“0...” ti dap.

Thanh tra Slack quay sang nhin tdi cham cham véi vé hoi ngd
vue khién t6i thay néng ran ca ngudi. Chan cai cadu chuyén ngoi 1é
dd6i mach ma ba dy bat dau bang viéc ‘chi tinh c& nghe 16m’.”

“pd 13 loai phu nit ma ching ta can. 0! Slack day roi.” Vién
thanh tra nhw vita thoat than tir mdt ddm 4u da. Trong dng ta
ndéng phirng phirng.

“Phui! C6 hau nha 6ng tho6 bao qua, thua muc su.”

“Vé co ban, Mary la c6 gai c6 ca tinh manh mé,” toi dap.

“Co ta khong thich canh sat,” Slack ndi. “T6i da canh cdo c6 ta
rang to6i cé thé dung lut dé tri c6 ta — nhung chang an thua gi.
CO ta van ciing dau citng c6 vdi toi.”

“pay khi thé,” t6i néi ma thay minh cé thién cdm nhiéu hon vdi
Mary.

“Nhung t6i cling da budc cb ta quy hang roi. Co ta cd nghe tiéng
sung — va chi mot tiéng ma thdi. Tiéng nod Ay xay ra sau khi dai ta
Protheroe dén kha lau. €6 ta khong thé nhé dung thoi diém,
nhung chi it ching ta cling xac dinh dugc thong qua viéc giao ca.
Ngudi giao cd dén muon, khi anh ta dén thi c6 ta ming mo, va
anh ta bao du sao chi mdi squ gio rudi, va ngay sau dé co ta nghe
tiéng no. TAt nhién diéu dé khdéng chinh xic, cd thé ndi thé,
nhung nd cling cho chiing ta mét y niém.”

“Hum,” Melchett nai.

“Du sao thi toi cling khong nghi ba Protheroe lam viéc nay,”



giong Slack cé chut hdi tiéc. “Trwdc hét vi ba ta khong thé cé du
thdi gian, sau nita 1a phu nit chang bao gid lai thich nghich stng.
Ho thudng dung thach tin hon. Khong, td6i khong nghi ba ta lam
viéc nay. That dang tiéc!”

Ong ta thd dai.



Chu’o’ng]. 3

T6i hau nhu khong nghi ba Price Ridley cé kha nang gay chuyén gi
kinh khtng, nhung t6i van tu hoi diéu gi dd khién ba ta phai dén
don canh sat. Liéu ba ta cd tim ra chirng ¢ ndo quan trong, hoic
ba ta nghi 1 quan trong dé cung cip khong? Dau sao di nita ching
tdi cling phai tim hiéu ngay.

Chung t6i trong thay ba Price Ridley dang ra ra tirng hoi vdi vién
canh sat, anh nay cd vé boi roi. Nhin chum no budm trén mii ba
rung rung, toi biét ba rat phan nd. Ba Price Ridley doi loai mii duoc
xem 13 ‘mil clia cic ménh phu — san pham dac biét ctia thanh
phd Much Benham 1an can. Dai ruy bang duoc két thanh chum no
gan vao phan chdép mi trong kha ndng né. vy ma Griselda c
him he s& sdm mot chiéc mii ménh phu kiéu Ay.

Ba Price Ridley ngirng 161 khi chiing t6i budc vao.

“Ba Price Ridley phai khong a?” dai ta Melchett nhac mii chao.

“Cho phép to6i gidi thiéu dai ta Melchett, thwa ba Price Ridley,”
t6i nodi. “Pai ta Melchett 1a canh sat trudng ctia ching ta.”

Ba Ridley lanh dam nhin t6i, nhung lai mim cu6i lich thiép vdi
Ong dai ta.

“Chung toi vira mdi dén thidm nha ba, thua ba Price Ridley,” dai
ta giai thich, “va dugc biét ba da dén day.”

Ba Price Ridley di hoan toan ‘tan bang’.



“Al” ba noi, “t6i rat vui vi da noi dugc vai diéu vé su viéc xay ra.
That nhuc nh3, phai néi thé. Hét sttc nhuc nhi.”

Giét ngudi thi han 13 6 nhuc roi, nhung dé khong phai 13 tir ngit
ban than t6i phai dung dé md ta viéc ay. Ma t6i thay diéu dd cling
lam Melchett ngac nhién.

“B4 c6 manh mdi nio dé lam sang to6 su viéc khdng?” 6ng ta
hoi.

“Do 1a viéc clia cac 6ng. La viéc cia canh sat mal! vay chi ching
toi déng thué dé lam gi, 6ng ndi tdi nghe?”

Khong biét cau hoi nay dudc dan ching dat ra bao nhiéu lan
trong mot nam nhil

“Chung toi dang lam hét sitc minh, thuwa ba Price Ridley,” cAnh
sat trudng dap.

“Nhung nhan vién & day thAm chi chang hé biét chuyén 4y cho
dén khi t6i ndi vdi anh ta!l” quy ba kéu lén.

Chung t6i nhin vién canh sat. Anh ta ndi:

“Co ngudi goi dién thoai cho quy ba day lam ba buc minh.
Nhitng 16i ban thiu, theo tdi hiéu thi nhu vay.”

“Al T6i hiéu r6i.” Pai ta tuoi tinh 18n. “Chting ta dang hiéu 1am
nhau d4 thoi. B4 dén day dé khiéu nai, ding khéng nio?” Melchett
13 ngudi khon ngoan. Ong ta hiéu rang khi mot quy ba ludng tudi
dang ndi gin thi viéc duy nhat phai 1am 13 nghe ba ta néi. Khi ba
ta tuén ra hét moi didu thi hoa may ba ta méi chiu lang nghe
minh.

“Can phai ngin chan nhitng viéc 6 nhuc nhu thé. Ching khong



dugc xay ra. Goi dién thoai dén nha va lang ma ngudi khac —
phai, lang ma. Toi khong quen vdi nhitng viéc nhu thé. T sau
chién tranh tdi nay tinh hinh dao dic ngdy cang bang hoai. Thién
ha chang con quan tAm dén 181 &n tiéng ndi cling nhu trang
phuc...”

“pung thé,” dai td Melchett vdi dap. “Chinh xac 14 da xay ra
chuyén gi thua ba?”

Ba Price Ridley nghi 1ay hoi roi tiép tuc:

“Co ngudi goi dién thoai dén...”

“Luc nao a?”

“Chiéu hom qua — chinh xac 13 t0i hom qua, khoang sau gio
rudi. Toi nhac 6ng nghe ma khong nghi ngd gi ca. Ngay 14p tic toi
bi tAn cdng va de doa that doc ac...”

“Thuc su ngudi ta ndi gi?”

Ba Price Ridley hoi dé mat.

“T6i tir ch6i phat biéu chuyén nay.”

“Loi 18 tuc tiu 1am,” vién canh sat ha giong thi thio.

“céd phai ho &n néi thd tuc 1Am khong?” dai t Melchett hdi.

“piéu do con tly thudc vao dng goi cai gi 13 101 18 tho tuc.”

“Ba cd hiéu nhitng 161 4y khong a?” toi hoi.

“TAt nhién 13 tdi hiéu chi.”

“Thé thi d6 khong thé 14 15i 18 tho tuc,” toi ndi.

Ba Price Ridley nhin t6i ngd vuc.

TOi giai thich: “Mo0t phu nhan tao nha duong nhién khong quen
vdi thi ngbdn ngit tho tuc.”



“Khong phai thé diu. Toi phai thira nhin 1a thoat tién t6i cling
vdi nham mat ma tin. T6i ¢ nghi d6 13 151 nhan thanh that. Thé
roi ngudi — a — ngudi dé chwi raa.”

“Chui raa u?”

“Ho lang ma t6i khién t6i vO cung hoang so.”

“Ho dung 10i 18 hdm doa ba sao?”

“Pung vay. Toi khong quen vdi 16i ham doa nhu thé.”

“Vay ho ham doa ba ra sao? Hanh hung a?”

“Khong han 1a nhu thé.”

“T6i e rang ba cAn ndi rd rang hon, ba Price Ridley a. Ho de doa
ba theo kiéu nao ch?”

Ba Price Ridley nay tra 1di mién cudng mot cach khac thudng:

“T61 khong nhd dich xac, vi luc ay t6i dang so hii. Nhung cudi
cung — khi toi thuc suw ban loan thi — thi — tén xau xa doé pha 1én
cuoi.”

“La giong dan ong hay dan ba?”

“Giong cuia ké bién thai,” ba Price Ridley dinh dac noi. “Toi chi cd
thé mo ta 14 mot loai giong t6i té, khi thi thd 16 ldc thi the thé.
Thét doi bai hét sic.”

“Cé thé 1a mot trd dua ac y,” dai ta khé ndi.

“Néu duang 13 tro dua thi lai qua xau xa. T6i mudn 1én con dau
tim luon do.”

“Chung ta s& xem xét viéc nay chir ong thanh tra?” dai ta noi.
“Cho truy tim sd dién thoai goi dén. Con ba, ba cé thé cho ching
t0i biét dich xac ho ndi gi khong, thua ba Price Ridley?”



TAm trang ba Price Ridley dang gidng co gifta viéc nén im lang
hay néi ra dé tra thil. va v nghi tra thi 3 thang thé. BA bat dau:

“Tat nhién chuyén phai dén nudc nay.”

“Chac chan vay roi.”

“Ké 4y noi rang — that khé khin cho t6i khi phai 13p lai...”

“Pung vay,” Melchett ra chiéu khich 1é.

(113

Mu gia xau xa chuyén tung tin don nham kia!’ bai t4 Melchett
a, toi ma 14 mu gia chuyén tung tin don nham co day. ‘Nhung 1an
nay mu di qua trén roéi. Gid Scotland Yard dang truy nd mu vé toi
vu khéng dé.”

“Ba hodng s¢ 1a phai roi,” Melchett c6 nin cudi, nhay nhay hang
ria mép.

“sSap téi néu mu khong gitt mdm gilt miéng thi liéu hon — coi
chirng di doi nha ma d4.’ T6i khong thé mo ta cai 16i néi de doa Ay
ra sao. T6i hon hén ndi, ‘Ai vay?, giong t6i yéu xiu, va dau day kia
tra 1oi, ‘Nguwoi bao thu day.” Toi suyt hét 1én vi qua kinh hoang, va
roi ké dé cudi to. RS rang 1a cudi sang sic. Va chuyén chi cé thé.
TOi nghe tiéng gdc may. TAt nhién tbi cd héi tong dai s6 dién thoai
goi dén, nhung ho tra 15i rang khong rd. Tong dai thi 6ng biét thé
nao roi — hét stc tho 16 va kho wa.”

“pung thé,” t6i nai.

“T6i thay mét 13,” ba Price Ridley ndi tiép. “Qua d6i buc minh va
hoang sg dén mutc khi nghe tiéng no trong rirng, phai néi 1a tdi
gidt ban cd ngudi 1én.”

“Tiéng nd & trong rirng w?” Thanh tra Slack héi ngay. “Tdi dang



trong trang thai bi kich déng nén tiéng nd ay ddi vao tdi chang
khac gi phat dan dai bac. T6i 6i 1én mot tiéng roi kiét sic nga vat
xuong ghé sofa. Clara phai cho t6i uébng mot ly Damson Gin.”

“Hét sirc toi té,” Melchett ndi. “That phién phic cho ba qua. Nhu
ba ndi thi tiéng sung to 1dm, hét nhu nd rat gan phai khong?”

“Po chi 1a do tinh than t6i dang bi kich dong.”

“Tat nhién, tat nhién réi. Ma nhitng viéc ay xay ra lic may gio?
Ba biét diy, 1a dé gitip chiing t6i truy tim c dién thoai.”

“Khoang siu gio ruti.”

“Ba cd thé ndi chinh xac hon khong?”

“A, chiéc dong ho nho dat trén bé 10 swdi nha tbi g6 nira tiéng,
va t6i ndi, ‘Nhat dinh nd chay nhanh.’ (Cai dong ho ay chay nhanh
that). T6i so vdi dong ho deo tay cla minh va thay kim dai mdi chi
mudi phut, nhung khi toi dua 1én tai nghe thi nhan ra déng ho bi
ding. Thé 1a tbi nghi, a, néu dong ho kia chay nhanh thi chut xiu
nita minh sé& nghe tiéng chudéng nha thd gé. Roi chudng dién thoai
reo, thé 1a t6i quén ludén chuyén ay.”

Ba dirng lai thd hon hén.

“A, vay 1a da kha day da,” dai ta Melchett ndi. “Chuing t6i s€ diéu
tra viéc nay, thua ba Price Ridley.”

“Bi clf xem dd 13 mot trd dua ngdc nghéch va dirng lo 1ang, ba
Price Ridley a,” t6i noi.

Ba ta lanh lung nhin t6i. R3 rang vu t& gidy mot bang van con
lam ba burc xuc.

“Gan day cé nhiéu viéc hét suc ky la xay ra trong lang,” ba ta



quay sang ndi vdi Melchett. “Thuc su rat ky la. bai t4 Protheroe
dang tim hiéu nhitng viéc nay thi lai c chuyén xay ra vdi ong ta.
Biét dau ngudi tiép theo lai chang 13 t6i?” Néi xong ba budn ba lac
diu bo ra vé.

Melchett thé dai 1Am bam: “R6 14 xdi quay!” R6i nghiém nghi
nhin Thanh tra Slack nhu do héi. Nhan vat quan trong kia nhan
nha guc gic dau.

“Gidi quyét thé nay thua 6ng. C6 ba nguoi di nghe thay tiéng
sting, va gi® ching ta phai tim xem ai ban. Chuyén dng Redding
diu tha da 1am can trd viéc nay. €6 mot vai manh moi, nhung vi
nghi rang ngudi gy an 13 Redding nén tdi khong xem xét ching.
Nhung gi¢ thi moi viéc d3 doi khac, vA mot trong nhitng viéc dau
tién cin lam 1a tim cho ra cd dién thoai ay.”

“Cu dién thoai goi cho ba Price Ridley ay ha?”

Vién thanh tra toét miéng cuoi:

“Khong phai — mac du tdi nghi t6t hon hét ching ta nén Iuu v
chuyén ay, néu khong ba gia dé s& con dén day lam phién ching
ta. Khong, y t6i mudn ndi ct dién thoai mao danh nham Itra muc
su' ra khoi nha ay.”

“Phai, chuyén dé rat quan trong,” Melchett ndi. “Chuyén ké tiép
la tim cho ra xem tat cd bon ho dd lam gi trong khoang thoi gian
tir sdu dén bay gio t6i hom ay. Y tdi 1a moi ngudi ¢ 0ld Hall cling
nhu moi ngudi trong lang.”

Toi tha dai.

“Ong tich cuc qud, thanh tra Slack 4.”



“T6i tin vao 1am viéc cat luc. Ching ta sé bat dau bang viéc ghi
nhan cac hoat dong cta chinh ong, thira muc su Clement.”

“RAt san 1ong. Chudng dién thoai reo ltic nam gid rudi.”

“Giong dan 6ng hay dan ba?”

“La giong phu ni¥, hay chi it 13 giong nhw phu ni¥. Tat nhién to6i
ngd do 1a ba Abbott dang noi.”

“Muc st khong nhan ra giong ba Abott sao?”

“Khong, t6i khong thé néi 1 minh nhan ra, vi toi khéng dé y
giong cda ai 13 ai, hoac suy nghi vé viéc ay.”

“ROi muc su di ngay a? Pi bd sao? Ong khong cd xe dap u?”

“Khong.”

“T6i hiéu. VAy — muc su di bao xa?”

“Khoang hon ba cay s6 — di ngd nao cling thé.”

“bi bang qua khu ritng gin 0ld Hall 14 con dudng ngin nhat
phai khong?”

“Trén thuc té 12 vy, nhung dudng dy khé di 1am. To6i di va vé
qua 16i mon bang qua déng.”

“La con dudng ddi dién cong nha muc vu phai khong?”

“Phai.”

“Con ba Clement?”

“Nha t6i di London va trd vé trén chuyén tau 6 gid 50 phut”

“TOt. CO hau thi t6i da gdp roi, nhu vay 1a xong vdi nha muc vu.
Sau day t6i sé€ dén Old Hall, ké tiép t6i muon gap riéng ba
Lestrange. Ky la that, ba nay lai dén nha Protheroe tdi hdm trudc
khi Ong ta bi giét. Vu 4n nay cé qua nhiéu diéu ky quac.”



TOi dong y vdi dng ta.

Liéc nhin dong ho thay da gan dén giv an trua, toi mai Melchett
vé nha muc vu rdi cé gl 4n ndy, nhung dai ta cdo 16i, vién cd phai
dén Blue Boar. Quan Blue Boar cung cap cho ban bita dn cuc chat
vdi thit va cac loai rau. T6i nghi Melchett da chon Iuwa khon ngoan.
Sau khi bi canh sat tham van thi Mary cd khi con chip cheng hon
moi ngay.



Chu’dng].4

Trén duong vé nha, toi tat ngang ba Hartnell va bi cAm chéan it
nhAit mudi phut dé nghe ba oang oang chi béi tinh hoang phi va
théi v on bac bo cia ddm dan nghéo trong lang. Piém mAau chot
cua van dé hinh nhu 13 do nhitng nguti nghéo khong thich ba
Hartnell dat chan dén nha ho, ma tdi thi hoan toan dong cam véi
ho. Tuy vay do chitc phan ctia minh ma toi phai lam ra vé thanh
kién vdi cach xit s ding dan Ay cia ho.

Toi c6 gang xoa diu ba ta rdi tim dudng thoat than. vira dén géc
dudng dan vao nha muc vu thi Haydock 1ai xe hoi bat kip toi.

“TOi mdi dua ba Protheroe vé nha,” 6ng goi.

Ong ta chd toi trén bac clra.

“Muc su' vao choi chut da,” ong noi.

T6i nhan 10i.

“Vu nay that 13 ky quac,” 6ng vira noi vira ném mii xudng ghé
roi ma@ cra budc vao phong kham. Ong gieo minh xudng chiéc ghé
da cfi mon va nhin ddm dam gian phong. Trong 6ng cd vé boi roi
va kho x1. Khi t6i cho biét canh sat dd xac dinh duoc thdi diém
sung nd, Haydock nghe vdi vé kha 1o dang.

“Nhu vay cé thé x4c dinh Anne Protheroe ngoai pham,” 6ng ndi.
“TOt, tot 1am, toi rat vui vi khong phai 13 hai ngudi dy. Toi mén ca
hai.”



T6i tin Ong ta, tuy vay tdi van ngac nhién, nhw Haydock néi, 6ng
quy cd hai ngusi, vay tai sao tinh trang ngoai pham ctia ho lai
khién 6ng rau ri nhw vay? Sang nay trong dng bac si nhu vira trat
duoc gdnh nang, con bay gio thi lai cuc ky boi roi lo 4u. Tuy vay toi
doan chac Haydock d3 néi dung didu cAn néi. Ong quy mén ca
Anne Protheroe va Lawrence Redding. Vay tai sao trong ong nhu
duwa dam thé kia?

Haydock c6 gang tran tinh lai:

“T6i dinh noi v4i muc su vé Hawes. Toan bd vu nay da lam toi
quén mat ciu ay.”

“Cau 4y bi bénh that u?”

“vé co ban thi Hawes chang cd chuyén gi ca. TAt nhién, muc su
biét cAu 3y bi chitng bénh budén ngd ma ngudi ta thudng goi 13
Encephalitis Lethargica ch(?”

“Khoéng, t6i chang biét gi ca,” toi vo cling ngac nhién. “Hawes cd
bao gi® ké véi t6i dau. CAu Ay bi tir liic nao?”

“Khoang mdt ndm trudc, nhung cidu ay nhanh chdéng phuc hoi
so vOi nhitng nguoi khac. Bénh nay rat ky la — nd d&nh hudng dén
tAm thin bénh nhan: sau khi khéi bénh ho cé thé thay ddi hoan
toan tinh cach.”

Haydock im 1lang mot 1ic roi tiép:

“Bay gid, nghl dén thoi xuwa nguodi ta thiéu song phu thuy ma
thay rung minh. T6i nghi s& cé ngay chung ta s& kinh hii khi nghi
dén viéc ching ta da tirng treo cd cdc pham nhan.”

“Ong khong tin vao an t hinh sao?”



“Khong phai thé.” Haydock ngdp ngirng, roi cham rai néi. “Muc
su biét day, toi tha lam cong viéc cda toi hon 1a cong viéc ctia ong.”

“Vi sao?”

“Vi cOng viéc ciia muc su 13 gidi quyét ¢ tdm vi mo diéu chung
ta goi 12 thién va 4c — ma tdi thi khong ddm chic diéu ay cé that.
Theo tbi tat ca chi la van dé cta tuyén noi tiét — tuy theo tuyén
nay tiét nhiéu, tuyén kia tiét it ma sinh ra ké sat nhan, tén trom
cap hay t0i pham chuyén nghiép. Clement a, t6i tin roi mot ngay
khong xa nhan loai sé hdi hung nghi vé thdi xa xwa khi con nguoi
c® mai mé bai xich kich liét con nguoi vé mat dao dic, mai day
doa linh hon ho xudng dia nguc; chung ta trirng phat ho chi vi ho
mac nhitng cin bénh ma ho khong thé tranh — that kho than cho
ho. Khong nén treo c6 mot ngudi vi ho mac bénh lao.”

“Nhung ngudi mac bénh lao diu cé gy nguy hiém cho cdng
dong.”

“Vé mot y nghia nao do thi cd, vi anh ta 1ay bénh cho nguoi
khdc. Hodc 1ay vi du mot Hoang dé Trung Hoa — ba chu thién ha.
Ta khong ndi viéc 6ng ta tan bao ra sao ma chi ban khia canh muc
s vira noi, 1a cong dong. Ong ta cAn bao vé cong dong, vi vay 6ng
ta bat giam nhitng ngudi bénh vio mdt noi dé ho khong giy nguy
hiém — tham chi lang ling tudc di mang séng cila ho — phai, toi
nghi dén cd mc dé nita. Nhung dirng xem la ho dang bi tritng
phat. Pirng mang ndi 6 nhuc dén cho ho va nhitng ngudi than vo
t0i ctia ho.”

TOi to mo nhin Haydock.

“Toi chua tirng nghe dng ndi thé bao gio.”



“HOm nay vui chuyén tdi mdi tho 16, ch® tdi thudng khong
thich bdc 10 v kién cia minh. Muc su Clement a, 6ng la ngudi
thong tué hon mot s6 muc sw khac. To6i ddm chic 6ng s& khong
thira nhan rang cd cai theo chuyén mdn goi 13 ‘tdi 4&c’, nhung muc
st lai ¢ tu tudng khodng dat du dé xem xét mdt van dé nhu thé.”

“Nhung van dé doé lai triét ha dén tan gdc ré moi quan niém da
dugc thira nhan bay nay,” toi noi.

“Phai, con ngudi ludn thién can, ludn phan xét qua mudc gay gat
nhitng diéu ma minh chang hiéu biét chtt ndo. Thuc tinh, to6i tin
t0i 4c 12 mot ca bénh ctia bac si, khong phai van dé cia canh sat
cling chang phai clia muc su. €4 thé trong tuong lai s& khong con
nhitng chuyén nhu vay nita.”

“Ong sé chita lanh nhitng ca ay ch?”

“Chung ta sé chita lanh. Y nghi 4y that tuyét. P3 bao gi® muc su
nghién cttu con sb thong ké vé tdi ac chua? Khong — rat it nguoi
lam viéc nay. Thé ma tb6i d3 nghién cu day. Muc su phai kinh
ngac trudc sd lwgng tré vi thanh nién pham t6i — 13 van dé tuyén
noi tiét day muc su a. Cau Neil — sat th & hat Oxford da 1an luot
giét ndm co6 bé réi mdi bi phat hién. Mot thang bé ngoan — chua
tirng gAy ra bat c chuyén rac rdi ndo. Con cd bé Lily Rose & Corn
— giét chi no vi 6ng ta khong cho nd an ctia ngot. Con bé dung
bula nén ong chu khi dng ta dang ngu. N6 duoc cho tai ngoai va chi
hai tudn sau da giét luon chi no chi vi buc minh chuyén vat vanh
vdi con bé kia. TAt nhién khodng difa nao bi treo c6 ma déu dugc
tra vé nha. Sau d4 chdng cé thé s& 6n — ma ciing c6 thé khong, vé
con bé kia thi tdi ngd 1dm, vi chuyén duy nhat né quan tdm hién



gi® 12 xem ngudi ta choc tiét heo. Muc su ¢ biét viéc tu sat pho
bién nhat vao lic nao khong? La khoang tudi mudi 1am dén mudi
sdu. MA tu sat vdi giét ngudi thi chang cich nhau bao xa. Tuy
nhién do khong phai 13 su suy do6i dao dirc ma 1a van dé bénh ly.”

“Ong ndi nghe kinh khiing qua!”

“Khong — chuyén nay chi méi mé doi vdi muc su thoi. Phai doi
mat voi nhitng thuc té ay thi suy nghi ctia ta mdi dugc diéu chinh.
Tuy nhién doi khi diéu ay lai khién ta khé song.”

Haydock ngbi dé cau may, vé mét moi la lung. “Haydock a,” toi
nodi, “néu 6ng nghi ngd — hodc biét ai 13 ké sat nhan, 6ng sé dua
nguwoi do ra phap luat hay sé bao che cho ho?”

T6i hoan toan khoéng chuin bi vé tic dong clia ciu hdi cla
minh. Ong bac si gidn d quay sang nhin toi nghi ngd: “Sao 6ng
lai ndi vay, muc su Clement? Ong nghi gi kia ch? Noi ra dil!”

“A, chang cé gi dac biét,” toi hoi sitng sot tra 18i. “chi 1a — 3, ndy
gid chung ta dang ban vé chuyén giét nguoi. Toi tw hdi néu tinh co
6ng phat hién ra su that thi dng s&é cdm thay thé nao, c¢é vay thoi.”

Con gidn cla Haydock lang xudng. Ong lai dAm dam nhin ra
phia trudc nhu ¢6 tim kiém 15i gidi cho diéu bi 4n dang lam minh
roi tri, nhung 101 giai ay thi chi cé trong dau 6ng ma thoi.

“Néu toi nghi ngd — hodc néu t6i biét — thi t6i sé thuc hién
nghia vu cia minh, muc su Clement a. it ra tdi hy vong thé.”

“van dé 13 — 6ng sé thuc hién nghia vu 4y bang cich nio?”

Ong bac si nhin tdi v4i cai nhin bi hiém:

“cau héi ay, trong d&i mdi ngudi déu cé ldc dait ra cho minh. va



mdi ngudi quyét dinh né theo cach riéng ctia minh, Clement a.”

“Ong khong biét phai lam sao u?”

“Phai, t6i khong biét...”

T6i thay tot nhat 1a nén chuyén sang dé tai khac.

“Thang chdu t6i vo cing hitng thd véi vu dn ndy. N6 bd hét thdi
gian di tim diu chan va tan thudc 14 day.”

Haydock mim cuoi.

“Cau 4y bao nhiéu tudi roi?”

“Mé&i mudi sdu. O tudi Ay thi bi kich cfing chang cé gi 1a trAim
trong. Chung c ngd minh la Sherlock Holmes hay Arsene Lupin
thoi.”

Haydock tu 1y noi:

“Thang bé that banh trai. Muc st dinh thé ndo véi cu ay?”

“T6i e 13 minh khong dd kha nang cho chau vao dai hoc. Thang
bé muon theo nganh thuwong mai. N6 truot hai quan roi.”

“A — vay 1a vat v ddy — nhung c6 thé con té hon. Phai, ¢ thé
con té hon nita.”

“TO1 phai di thoi,” t6i liéc nhin dong ho roi kéu 1én. “T6i mudn
bita an trua gan nia tiéng déng ho roi.”

Khi toi vé dén thi cad nha d3 ngdi vao ban. Moi nguoi doi toi thuat
lai day d0 moi viéc sdng nay; tdi vira ké vira nghi bung, hu nhu
viéc nao minh cling phai gidm nhe di. Tuy vay Dennis to ra vo
cung thich thu védi chuyén cud dién thoai ctia ba Price Ridley; cu cau



cuoi ngit ngh&o khi nghe ba ta bi soc dén ngat xiu va phai dung
rudu man thi mdi lai tinh.

“Cho dang doi cai ba gia 4c 6n,” nd kéu 1én. “O’'lang nay ba ta 13
ké miéng luGi ddc dia nhat. Gid chdu nghi ra viéc goi dién ma doa
cho ba ta mot mé. BAc Len a, chau cho ba ta mot tran nita nhé?”

T6i voi van nai thang chiu dirng 1Am nhitng chuyén d4. Khong
gi nguy hiém hon khi bon tré chitng t6 nd luc day thién chi cla
ching dé ho tro ban.

Dennis 14p titc thay ddi thai dd. N6 cau may ra vé ngudi 16n:

“Hau nhu cd sang nay chdu & bén Lettice. Bac biét khong,
Griselda, cd 4y thuc su vo ciing lo 1ang du c¢d a4y khdng mudn bdc
16, nhung qua that cd ay lo nghi ghé 1am.”

“Bac hy vong thé,” Griselda vira néi vira hat dau 1én.

Griselda thi chang may wa Lettice Protheroe.

“Ch4u nghi bac chang cong bang vdi Lettice.”

“Vay u?” Griselda hoi.

“Nhiéu nguoi dau c6 mac do tang!”

Griselda lang thinh va toi cling thé. Dennis ndi tiép:

“c6 4y hau nhu khdéng ndi véi ai, nhung c6 iy lai tho 16 véi
chdu. C6 ay hét stc lo Au vé moi viéc va nghi minh can phai lIam
gl do.”

“CO ay sé thay Thanh tra Slack chia sé y kién vdi minh. Chiéu
nay ong ta s& dén tan 0Old Hall va cd thé 1am moi ngudi & dd hét
chiu ndi khi dng ta c6 hét sic tim ra sy that.”

“Theo minh thi sy that 1a thé nao ha Len?” ba vg toi ddt nhién



hoi.

“That khd néi minh a. Anh khdng thé néi vao liic ma anh chang
co vy kién gi.”

“Minh ndéi Thanh tra Slack dang truy tim cu dién thoai goi
minh dén nha Abbotts ding khoéng?”

“Pung vay.”

“Nhung liéu 6ng ta ¢ 1am duge khong? viéc dy khé 1am phai
khong minh?”

“Anh khoéng nghi thé minh a. Buu dién sé& cé ho so cac cudc goi
ma.”

“Oil” Vo toi lai chim vao suy nghi.

“B4c Len 3,” thang chau tdi ndi, “vi sao sdng nay bac lai cau
kinh véi chau khi chdu néi dta rang bac mong dai ta Protheroe
chét di cho ranh?”

“B&i vi chau dua khong phai 16i. Thanh tra Slack chang hé biét
hai hudc 1a gi. Ong ta twdng chiu ndi nghiém tic nén c6 kha nang
sé cho Mary doi chat va chia ra 1énh téng giam ta day.”

“Vay 6ng ta khong biét khi nao nguoi ta dua sao?”

“Khong, 6ng ta khong biét dau,” to6i dap. “Ong ta dat duoc dia vi
hién nay 1a do nd luc va nhiét tinh 1am viéc. biéu d6 khién ong ta
chang hé biét giai tri tiéu khién 1 gi.”

“Bac c6 thich 6ng ta khong, bac Len?”

“Khong, bac khong thich. Ngay tir 1an gap dau tién bac di ghét
cay ghét dang o6ng ta. Nhung bac khong pht nhan 6ng ta 12 ngudi
thanh dat cao trong su nghiép.”



“B4c nghT 6ng ta s& tim ra ké ban 140 Protheroe sao?”

“Néu khong tim ra thi khong phai do dng ta khéng c6 gang.”

Mary xuat hién va bao:

“Ong Hawes mudn gap muc su. Tui dd dua 6ng v phong khach,
con day la thu chd muc su tra 16i ne. Tra 10i miéng cling duoc.”

Toi béc thu va doc.

Kinh gii muc sur Clement,

T6i rdt biét on néu chiéu nay muc su’ cd thé dén nha tdi cang
sdm cang toét. Téi dang cd chuyén hét suc lo nghi va muén xin
muc su’ giup y kién.

Kinh thu,

Estelle Lestrange
“B3o rang khodng nira tiéng nita tdi s& dén,” tdi néi véi Mary.

Sau doé toi sang phong khach gap Hawes.



Chu’o’ng]. 5

Trong bd dang Hawes, tdi thay x4t xa qua. Tay chan ciu ta run lay
bay con mat thi ram ré lo u. L& ra Hawes phai nam nghi, tdi bao,
nhung ciu 4y c khang khing 12 minh rat khoe.

“Thua muc su, em cam doan trong doi em chua bao gid em
khée nhu thé nay. Chua bao gio.”

RG rang diéu ay qua xa su that dén ddi toi chang biét tra 10i sao.
T6i than phuc nhitng ngudi khong dau hang bénh tat, nhung
Hawes thi lai hoi qua da.

“Em ghé qua dé thuwa véi muc su — em rat 1ay lam budn khi cé
viéc xay ra trong nha muc vu thé nay.”

“Phai,” to6i dap, “viéc chang vui vé gl.”

“That kinh khiing — kinh khiing qua. C6 vé rdt cudc ho khong
bat 6ng Redding chit a?”

“Khong. Mot chuyén sai Jdm. Anh ta d3 — 3 — d3 dién khung di
diu thu.”

“Va gio thi cAnh sat hoan toan tin 6ng ta v tdi sao?”

“Hoan toan 1a thé.”

“Em c6 thé hoi 1a vi sao khdng? Y em 13 — ho cé nghi ng® ai
khac khéng?”

T6i khong bao gio ngd Hawes lai quan tdm di doi dén chi tiét



vu giét ngudi nay. C6 thé bdi nd xay ra trong nha muc vu. Trong
anh ta hdm hd& hét nhw mot phong vién.

“Ta chang biét cé nén tin twdng hoan toan vao Thanh tra Slack
khong. Theo ta biét, cho dén nay 6ng ay khong dac biét nghi ngd
ai. Hién Ong ta dang lo diéu tra.”

“vang, vang — tit nhién 1a thé Nhung ai 13 ké cd thé giy ra
viéc tay dinh nhu thé thua muc su?”

T6i 1ac dau.

“Em biét chang ai wa dai t4 Protheroe, nhung dé giét ngudi thi
— phai can c6 ddng co that manh mé.”

“Ta cling nghi thé,” t6i ndi.

“Ai 13 ngudi cd thé cd dong co Ay? Canh sat cd v kién gi khong
a?”

“Ta khong rd.”

“Ong ta cd thé gy thl chudc 0an vdi nhiéu ngudi, thua muc su.
cang nghi em cang tin chac dng ta 13 loai ngudi cd nhiéu ké thi. &
tda 4n Ong ta ndi tiéng 13 cuc ky khic nghiét.”

“Ta cho rang trudc day thi thé.”

“Ngai khong nhd sao, muc su? Sdng hom qua 6ng ta con néi vdi
muc st vé viéc bi thang Archer him doa ma?”

“Gi0' ta mdi suc nghi dén viéc ay, 6ng ta cd noi thé that,” toi dap.
“Tat nhién 1a ta nhé chi. Luc 4y ta dang ¢ gan dé ma.”

“Vvang, em tinh c0 nghe duoc 6ng ta dang ndi gi. Vdi dai ta
Protheroe thi chuyén dd 1a kho tranh, vi giong ong ta oang oang
nhu 1énh v3. VA em nhd dén cdu ndi vo cung an tuwgng clia muc



su. Rang dén phut 1am chung, cé thé cong ly s& dugc ban phat dén
cho 6ng ta thay vi long khoan dung.”

“Ta c6 nodi thé sao?” T6i cau may hai, nhd lai 16i 18 ctia minh c6
hoi khac dbi chut.

“Muc st noi diéu dé mot cach hting hon khién em rat an tuong.
cong ly 1a diéu khung khiép. Nghi ma xem, dng gia dang thuong
ay lai bi sat hai ngay sau d6! C&¢ nhw muc su di cé linh cdm vay.”

“Ta chang linh cdm gl ca,” toi tra 101 cut lin. Toi ghét cai xu
hudng than bi hdo huyén & Hawes.

“Muc su di trinh cdnh sat vé tén Archer ay chua, thua ngai?”

“Ta chang biét gi vé anh ta c3.”

“Y em 13 muc su c6 bao vdi ho chuyén dai ta Protheroe da noi
v8i ngai — rang 6ng ta bi Archer hAm doa khong a?”

“Khdng,” toi thiing thang dap, “ta khong bao.”

“Nhung muc su sé bao chir?”

TOi im lang. T6i ghét viéc t6 gidc mot nguoi di ganh chiu su
trirng phat cia phap luat. Toi khong bién hd cho Archer. Han ta 13
tén san trom chuyén nghiép — mot trong nhitng ké vo tich su
nhan nhan & bat c gido khu nao. Dau trong con néng gian vi bi
két 4n han cd ndi gi di nita thi toi cling khong tin han s& 1am nhu
vay khi ra tu. Sau cung toi ndi: “Cau da nghe cudc ndi chuyén ay.
Néu ciu cam thay can trinh bao canh sat thi c viéc ma lam.”

“Nhung thua muc su, néu ngai noi thi sé tot hon a.”

“Cé thé 1a vy — nhung that tinh ma ndi — &, ta khong thich
1am viéc dd, bdi cd thé ta sé& tao cd hoi trong thong long vao c6 mot



nguoi vo toi.”

“Nhung néu nhu han da ban dai ta Protheroe...”

“Oi, lai néu! Chang cé bt c¥ bang chitng ndo 13 anh ta 1am diéu
ay ca.”

“Thi han d3 ham doa ma.”

“N6i cho dung thi khong phai han doa dai ta Protheroe ma dng
ta doa han. Chinh dng dai ta d& de sé& tra thi Archer ra sao néu lan
sau 6ng 4y bat duoc han.”

“Em khong hiéu thai d6 cia muc su, thua ngai.”

“cau khong hiéu a?” Tdi mét moéi ndi. “Cau con tré nén hang hai
rach roi ding sai. Khi ndo bang tudi ta, ciu sé hiéu rang mot khi
con ngd hoadc thi khong nén budc téi ngudi khac.”

“Khong phai vay — y em 1a...”

Hawes ngap ngirng, con t6i thi ngac nhién nhin ciu. “Y em 13 vé
nhan thin cta tén sat thd, muc su cd y kién gi khong — vy kién
cda riéng muc su ay?”

“Lay Chua, khong.”

“Hoic 1a vé — vé ddng co 4y?” Hawes van khang khing.

“Cling khong. Con ciu thi sao?”

“Em thi thuc su 1a khong. Em chi ngac nhién tho6i. Néu dai ta
Protheroe da — da tin tudng ma gidi bay tam su véi muc su —
hay dé cap chuyén gi do...”

“Nhitng 10i tAm tinh ctia 6ng iy thi ca lang déu da nghe sang
hom qua,” toi lanh nhat dap.

“Vang — vang, tat nhién 1a thé. va muc su khong nghi — tdi



Archer sao?”

“canh sat s& sdm biét moi diéu vé Archer,” tdi ndi. “Néu chi
minh ta nghe chuyén anh ta ham doa dai ta Protheroe thi khAc;
dang nay cau cé thé tin chac rang néu thuc sy han him doa dng
ay thi mdt n¥a dan trong lang cling da nghe thay, va chuyén do sé
dén tai canh sat ngay. Tat nhién vé viéc nay ciu c viéc hanh
dong theo y minh.”

Tuy nhién Hawes van té ra mién cudng mot cach la lung khi
phai t minh 1am bat ct diéu gi. Trong ciu ta day vé lo 1ang va ky
quac. Toi suc nhd 101 Haydock nodi vé bénh tinh cda ciu ta va nghi
tham 101 gii thich 1a & do.

Hawes mién cufng cao tir nhu thé con diéu gi dé6 mudn néi
nhung khong biét nén ndi thé nao.

Trudc khi Hawes ra vé, tdi véi cau ta sap xép hanh 1& cho Hoi &i
hitu cdc ba me, sau do6 1a gap gd cac du khach cta hat, vi chiéu
nay toi cé vai ké hoach riéng. Gat bd suy nghi vé Hawes va nhiing
chuyén rac réi clia ciu ta, tdi dén nha ba Lestrange.

Trén ban & tién sanh 13 t& Guardian va Church Times con chua
ai doc. vira di, tdi vira nhd ra budi tdi trwdc khi dai ta Protheroe bi
giét thi ba Lestrange da cd cudc ndi chuyén véi dng ta. C4 thé didu
gl do trong cudc ndi chuyén ay gitip 1am sang to cai chét chia dai ta
chang.

Toi dugc dua ngay vao phong khach nho, va ba Lestrange dirng
1én chao t6i. MOt 14n nira toi rat an tuwong véi khong khi tuyét diéu
ma nguoi phu ni¥ nay tao ra. BA mac ao vay den mo ton lan da
trang nudt. Khuén mat ba duom vé tang téc khac thudng, duy chi



d61 mat 13 ruc 1ra sdng ddng va cai nhin diy canh gidc, ngodi ra
ba khong dé 16 chut sinh khi nao.

“Muc su dén tham to6i, that quy hda thwa muc su Clement,” ba
ndi va bat tay tdi. “HOm no tdi cé chuyén muon thua véi muc su,
nhung sau do t6i quyét dinh khong ndi. Toi da sai roi.”

“Nhu t6i da ndi lic Ay, t6i rat vui 1am moi viéc dé gitp ba.”

“vang, muc su dd noéi thé, va ndi nhw thé muc su sé 1am thé. T
trudc dén nay chang may ai that 1ong mudn gilp d& toi, thwa muc
su Clement.”

“T6i kho ma tin diéu 4y, ba Lestrange.”

“Su that 13 thé. M3y ai lo cho ngudi khac!” Giong ba dugm vé
cay dang.

Thay t6i khong tra 16i, ba ndi tiép:

“Xin moi muc sw ngoi.”

T6i vang theo, va ba kéo ghé ngoi doi dién vdi tdi. Sau mot phut
ngan ngl, ba bat dau noi rat chAm rdi va than trong, nhu can
nhic tirng 101 thot ra:

“Thwa muc su Clement, tdi dang & trong tinh thé rat dac biét, va
tdi mudn xin muc s mdt 1oi khuyén, sap téi toi phai l1am gi day
thua muc su? Piéu gi thudc vé qua khtt thi d3 qua rodi, khong thé
thay doi, muc su cd hiéu tdi khong?”

T6i chua kip tra 161 thi c6 hau lic ndy dén téi bdng mad cira, vé
mat hoang sg:

“Oi, thua ba, cé 6ng thanh tra canh sat dén; 6ng ay bao phai ndi
chuyén vdi bal”



MOt chdt ngap ngirng, sic mat ba Lestrange khong ddi, duy chi
ddi mat tir tir khép roi lai mé ra. Dudng nhw ba nudt nuwdc bot ddi
1an roi cat giong binh than va ranh rot:

“M0i Ong ta vao di, Hilda.”

T6i dom ding 1én, nhung ba da dua tay ra hiéu cho tbi ngoi
yén.

“Néu muc su khdng phién thi t6i rat mong 6ng & lai.”

“Tat nhién 1a dugc, néu ba muon,” t6i noi nho roéi ngdi xudng
trong khi Slack nhanh nhen budc vao.

“Xin chao phu nhan,” 6ng ta ma 10i.

“Chao 6ng thanh tra.”

cting Iic 4y, Slack cau may khi nhin thay ti. Chang nghi ngd gi
nita, ro 1a ong ta khong wa toi.

“Toi hy vong dng khong phan doi su hién dién cia muc su day
ch?”

Toi nghi Slack nhat dinh khong thé néi cé.

“Kho...0ng,” dng ta mién cudng dap. “Tuy vy, cd 18, tot hon
thi...”

BA Lestrange chang thém dém xia dén 16i béng gid clia dng ta,
ba hoi:

“T6i cd thé gitp gl cho dng day, 6ng thanh tra?”

“La vu muu sat dai ta Protheroe dd, thwa ba. To6i chiu trach
nhiém vu nay va dang tién hanh diéu tra.”

B3 Lestrange gat dau.

“Chi 13 theo thu tuc, t6i dang héi moi nguoi vé viéc ho & dau vao



khodng tir su gi¢ dén bay gid tdoi hdm qua. Chi 1a van dé tha tuc,
mong ba hiéu cho.”

Ba Lestrange khong hé to6 ra boi roi:

“Ong mudn biét tdi hom qua toi & dau tir sdu dén bay gid phai
khong?”

“Mong ba vui long, thua phu nhan.”

“Xem nao,” ba ngdm nghi mét ltc. “T6i & day. Ngay trong nha
nay.”

“Ol” Toi trong thay mat vién thanh tra 18e sang. “Con c6 hau —
ba chi cd mot ngudi hAu — cd 4y cé thé xac nhan diéu nay duoc
khong?”

“Khdng, chiéu hém qua Hilda di vang.”

“Tdi hiéu.”

“Rat tiéc, vi thé 6ng phai tin 101 t6i,” ba Lestrange vui vé ndi.

“Ba nghiém tdc tuyén b rang ba & nha sudt chiéu t6i hdm qua
phai khong?”

“Ong bao tir sdu dén bay gio kia ma, ong thanh tra. Trudc dé toi
ra ngoai bach bd va trd vé khoang trudc nam gio' chiéu mot chat.”

“Vay néu cé mdt quy bd — ba Hartnell chang han — khai rang
vao khoang sau gio ba ta dd dén day goi chudng cira nhung khong
ai nghe nén danh phai ra vé — ba cé cho rang ba dy nham lan
khong nhi?”

“0 khong!” ba Lestrange lac dau.

“Nhung...”

“Néu ngudi hiu clia 6ng cd nha thi cd ta cé thé bao 6ng di vang.



Nhung néu chtt nha chi c6 mot minh va khong mudn tiép khach
— 3, thi cach t6t nhAt 14 c@ dé mac chudng reo.”

Tréng Thanh tra Slack kha boi roi.

“Cac ba gia l1am phién t6i qua muc,” ba Lestrange ndi, “nhat la
ba Hartnell. B3 4y nhan chudng phai ca chuc 1an réi mdi chiu bo
di.”

Ba mim cudi duyén dang vdi Thanh tra Slack. Ong ta bén
chuyén huéng:

“Vay néu cé ngudi ndi vao khoang thoi gian ay ho trong thay ba
di ra ngoai...”

“Al Nhung ho khong hé thiy, ding khong nio?” Ba nhanh
chéng nhan ra diém yéu clia 6ng ta. “Khong ai tréng thay toi ra
ngoai, béi vi toi & trong nha, 6ng hiéu cho.”

“pung thé thua ba.”

vién thanh tra dich ghé lai gin hon.

“Ba Lestrange a, t6i nghe ndéi dém hom trudc khi dai ta
Protheroe bi giét, ba c6 dén tham 6ng ta phai khong?” Ba Lestrange
diém tinh dap:

“Pung vay.”

“Ba cd thé cho biét ba gap 6ng 4y lam gi khong?”

“La viéc riéng tu, thua 6ng thanh tra.”

“T6i e rang tdi phai yéu ciu ba cho toi biét viéc riéng tu dy 13 gi.”

“TO1 s& khong noi bat ¢t 161 ndo vé viéc nay ca. Toi chi cam doan
véi 6ng rang cudc ndi chuyén ay khdng hé lién quan dén vu an
mang,”



“T6i khong nght la ba da phan dodn diung.”

“Du sao di nita ong cling phai tin 10i t6i, 6ng thanh tra.”

“That ra toi phai tin moi diéu ba néi ma.”

“C4 vé 1a nhu thé,” ba tan thanh, van vdi nu cudi diém tinh.

Thanh tra Slack dé birng mat.

“pay 13 chuyén nghiém tic, thua ba Lestrange. T6i mudn biét su
that...” 6ng ta ddm tay xuong ban danh ram. “va toi sé tim ra su
that.”

BA Lestrange chang ndi chang rang.

“Ba co biét ba dang tu dit minh vao tinh thé hét sttc &m muodi
khong, thura phu nhan?”

Ba Lestrange van lang thinh.

“Ba sé& bi yéu cAu dua ra chitng ci trong cudc tham van tai toa.”

“vang.”

Vén ven mot tir. Thd o 1dnh dam va khong nhan manh. Vién
thanh tra lién thay do6i chién thuat:

“Ba quen biét ong Protheroe 3?”

“Phai, toi quen ong ta.”

“Quen than chu?”

Ba ngap ngirng mot 1dc roi tra 101:

“p3 may nam roi téi khong gap o6ng ta.”

“Ba cd quen ba Protheroe khong?”

“Khong.”

“Xin ba th® 16i, nhung tham viéng vao gity dy thi rat khac



thuong day.”

“T6i khong nghi vay.”

“Ba ndi thé 1a cd vy gi?”

Ba Lestrange tra 10i rd rang ranh mach:

“TO61 mudbn gap riéng dai ta Protheroe, chir khong muoén gap ba
Protheroe hodc c6 Protheroe. Vi tdi dé 1a cAch tot nhat dé dat duoc
muc dich cia minh.”

“Vi sao ba khéng muon gap ba Protheroe hoac c6 Protheroe?”

“Pd 1a viéc cua tdi, thua Ong thanh tra.”

“Vay ba ttr ch6i noi thém a?”

“Pung vay.”

Thanh tra Slack dirng 1én.

“Ba can than diy, dirng tu ddy minh vao tinh hudng toi té, thua
ba. Moi viéc gidy xAu — x4u 1am r6i.”

Ba Lestrange cu0i pha lén. L& ra toi phai noi trudc véi Thanh tra
Slack rang d6 khong phai 1a loai phu nit dé dang bi ngudi khac hu
doa.

“Nay, dirng bao 1a téi khong canh bao ba nhé, cé thé thoi.” Ong
ta co 1ay vé dinh dac. “Xin chdo phu nhén, ba nhd cho, chiung toi
nhat dinh sé tim ra su that.”

Ong ta ra vé. Ba Lestrange cling dirng diy chia tay ra: “T6i cling
phai tién muc su thdi — vang, nhu thé thi tot hon. Muc su thay
dd, gi¥ d3 mudn dé xin 15i khuyén. Toi d3 chon theo cich clia
minh.”

B3 lap lai vdi giong hau nhu tuyét vong:



“T6i da chon theo cach cia minh.”



Chu’o’ng]. 6

Vira budc ra thi téi cham mat Haydock & ngudng cira.
Ong liéc nhin theo Slack ltic 4y vira ra khoi cong roi hoi:

“Thanh tra da chat van ba ay chua?”

Ky A »

ROLl.

“Hy vong Ong ta té ra lich su ch?”

Trong suy nghi cta tdi, phép lich su lIa th® Thanh tra Slack
chua tirng dugc hoc, nhung tdi cho rang trong chirng muc hiéu
biét ctia ban than, 6ng ta thé 1a da lich su roi, va du sao di nita toi
cling khong mudn 1am Haydock thém lo lang, vi trdng dng ay c6
vé boi rdi lo Au. Thé nén toi dap rang Thanh tra Slack vo cling lich
SU.

Haydock gat dau roi budc vao nha, con toi thi di xuong pho va
chang may chdc dudi kip vién thanh tra. Téi hiéu dng ta c6 tinh di
cham. Tuy ghét t6i nhung dng ta khong phai hang ngudi dé cho su
yéu ghét can trd viéc moi dugc thong tin hitu ich.

“Muc st biét gi vé ba phu nhan 4y khong?” 6ng ta héi thang
thirng.

Toi ddp rang minh chang biét gi ca.

“Ba 4y khong bao gi® ké vi sao ba 4y vé séng & day a?”

“Khong.”



“Thé nhung muc su van dén tham ba ta sao?”

“pi tham gido dan 13 phan sy cla tdi,” tdi dap dé tranh phai noéi
rang minh dugc ba Lestrange mdi dén.

“Hu'm, c cho 1a thé.” Slack 1ang thinh mot lic, roéi khong cudng
lai dugc ban luan vé that bai vira qua cia minh, dng ta ndi tiép:
“TOi thay su’ viéc ¢6 gl d6 md am.”

“Ong nghi vay sao?”

“Néu muc su hoi thi toi sé noéi day 1a ‘vu tong tién’. Buon cudi
that, 1au nay ching ta c& nghi vé dai ta Protheroe nhu thé, nhung
gi® mdi hiéu ra 1 khong phai thé. Ma 6ng ta dau phai 13 ngudi
quan ly tai san ctia nha tho dau tién song cudc song hai mat ch.”

T6i 16 mo& nhd ra cd 1an ba Marple da dé cip chuyén nay.

“Ong thuc sw nghi c6 kha nang ay sao?”

“A, cac su viéc khdp nhau thwa muc su. Tai sao mot quy ba sang
trong va thanh lich lai vé cai x khi ho co gay nay? Vi sao ba ta lai
dén tim Ong dai ta vao gi® ay? Vi sao ba ta trdnh mat ba Protheroe
va c0 Protheroe? Pung vay, moi viéc hoan toan an khdp vdi nhau.
Ba ta khong dam thira nhéan, vi tong tién 1a to0i dang bi trirng phat.
Nhung chung t6i sé budc ba 4y noi ra su that, vi ching toi déu biét
viéc nay cé lién quan dic biét dén vu 4n. Néu dai ta Protheroe c6 bi
mat tdi 10i nao dé trong ddi — hodc chuyén & nhuc nao dé — &, thi
muc su s& thay viéc ay sé tao diéu kién thé nao.”

TOi cling cho 13 nhu thé.

“T6i dang cd gang khai thac vién quan gia, anh ta cé thé da
nghe 16m cudc trao doi gitta dai ta Protheroe va ba Lestrange, vi



bon ngudi an ké & thuong 1am thé. Tuy nhién, anh ta thé thot 13
khong biét ti gi vé cudc noi chuyén ay. A, ma anh ta bi sa thai roi.
Ong dai ta cong kich anh ta, ndi néng vi anh ta tw v dan ba
Lestrange vao nha. Vién quan gia bén vac lai, anh ta bdo minh
chang thiét tha gi cdi chén nay va dd nghi dén chuyén ltc nao dé
sé ra di.”

“Vay sao?”

“Nhu thé lai thém mot nguoi nita cé hiém khich véi 6ng dai ta.”

“Ong cb dic biét nghi ngd nguoi quan gia 4y khong — a, ma tén
anh ta la gi?”

“Anh ta tén Reeves, va tdi khong hé ndi l1a toi nghi ngd anh ta.
T6i chi mudn néi 1a chang 1am sao biét dwoc. Téi khong wa cai 16
xun xoe thd no ctia anh ta.”

TOi tw hdi khong biét Reeves s& noi sao vé cung cach ciia Thanh
tra Slack.

“BAy gidf tdi s@ thAm van anh tai x& day.”

“vay phién 6ng cho t6i di nh& xe, tdi mudn trao ddi chut viéc véi
ba Protheroe.”

“Vé viéc gi?”

“viéc chuin bi ma chay.”

“Oi cha!” Thanh tra Slack hoi ngac nhién. “Ngay mai thir bay, sé
cé budi tham tra chinh thitc.”

“Thé a? VAy tang 1é cd thé t6 chitc vao thi¢ ba téi.” Thanh tra
Slack c6 vé hoi nguong ngung vi su tho 10 cda minh. Ong ta dan
hoa bang 151 mdi téi cing du thAm van Manning, ngudi tai xé.



Manning 13 mot chang trai tr té trac hai 1am hai su tudi. Anh
ta c6 vé khiép sg vién thanh tra.

“Nao chang trai, t6i mubn ciu cung cap mot vai théng tin,”
Slack ndi.

“vang thua ngai,” anh tai xé& 13p ba 13p bap. “Di nhién, thua
ngai.”

Néu ban than anh ta pham tdi giét ngudi thi anh ta cling khong
thé hoang sg hon thé.

“HOm qua cau chd 6ng cht vao lang phai khong?”

“Vang, thua ngai.”

“V3o lic may gio?”

“Nam gic rudi a.”

“Ba Protheroe cung di chu?”

“Vang, thua ngai.”

“Cau di thang vao lang 4?7

“Vang, thua ngai.”

“Trén duong di cau cdé dirng lai dau dé khong?”

“Thua khong.”

“Khi dén noi thi ciu lam gi?”

“Ong dai ta xubng xe va bao 6ng ay khong can dung xe nita, 6ng
4y s& di bo vé nha. B Protheroe thi di mua sdm. Hang ho dudc
chat 1én xe, sau dd ba 4y bao 1a xong viéc roi, thé 1a t6i danh xe vé
nha.”

“Cau dé ba Protheroe & lai lang sao?”



“Vang, thwa ngai.”

“Luc ay la may gio?”

“Sau gid mudi 1am phut, thua ngai. Chinh xac 1a sau gio mudi
lam.”

“Cau tha ba ay 0 dau?”

“0’ gan nha thg, thua ngai.”

“Ong dai ta c6 ndi la minh di ddu khong?”

“Ong chu bao di gap bac si tha y, ¢ viéc phai lo cho mdt con
trong bay nguwa cia 6ng.”

“T6i hiu. Roi cau 14i xe vé ngay a?’

“vang, thwa ngai.”

“cé hai 16i vao 0ld Hall, tir Ctra Nam va tir Ctra Bac. Theo toi dé
di vao lang thi cau phai di qua Cra Nam phai khong?”

“Vang thua ngai, bao gi¢ cling thé a.”

“Va khi tré vé cau cing di qua 16i d6 chu?’

“vang, thwa ngai.”

“Hurm, t6i nghi thé 13 da. A, cd Protheroe kia kia.” Lettice vat v&
tr6i 10 1itng vé phia ching toi.

“Manning, toi muon dung chiéc Fiat,” c6 ndi. “Anh danh xe ra
cho t6i.”

“vang, thua cd.”

Anh ta budc dén chiéc 6 t6 hai chd ngdi va md nap capd lén.

“Guom da, cO Protheroe,” Slack ndéi. “Toi can 1ap ho so vé hoat
dong ctia moi nguoi vao chiéu tdoi hom qua, ch®@ khoéng cé y lam



phién co.”

Lettice nhin ong ta chdm cham.

“T6i chang bao giy dé y dén gidy véi giac.”

“T6i nghe ndi hom qua c0 ra ngoai ngay sau gio' an trua?”

CO gai gat dau.

“Vui long cho biét c6 di dau?”

“TO6i di choi tennis.”

“Vdi ai?”

“V&i nha Hartley Napier.”

“0’Much Benham phai khong?”

“Phai.”

“ROi b trd vé ltc nao?’

“T6i khong biét. Toi da ndi vdi 6ng toi cha bao git dé y viée ay.”

“Con trd vé vao khoang bay gi® rudi,” toi chen vao.

“bung roi,” Lettice nodi, “gitta luc ay dang cd chuyén rdi ren.
Anne ngat xiu va Griselda dang chdm sdc ba ay.”

“Cam on tiéu thu, tdi chi mudn biét cé vay thdi,” Slack ndi.

“That ky quic,” Lettice ndi. “Chang cé gi hay ho ca.” €6 budc vé
phia chiéc xe Fiat, con vién thanh tra thi len 1én v0 tran:

“con thiéu gi khdng nhi?”

“Chang con gl dau,” toi dap. “Nhung co dy thich thé.”

“A, gi®¥ di toi thAm van cac cd hau day.”

Ngudi ta cé thé khong thich Slack nhung van phai ngudng mo
cach lam viéc tich cyc cia 6ng ta. Chung toi chia tay, va t6i hoi



thim Reeves xem tdi cd thé gap ba Protheroe dugc khong.

“Gio nay ba cht dang nghi, thira muc su.”

“Vay tot hon toi khong nén lam phién ba ay.”

“Muc st cé thé chd mot Iic duoc khong a? To6i biét ba Protheroe
dang ndéng long dugc gap Ong. Luc an trua tdi nghe ba chu ndi
vay.”

Anh ta dwa t6i vao phong khach va bat den vi phong dang
budng rem.

“Moi chuyén that dang budn,” toi noi.

“vang, thua muc su.” Giong anh ta vira 18 phép vira lanh nhat.

T6i nhin anh ta. Ngudi tai xé kia dang nghi gl dang sau thai dd
binh than dirng dung? €6 khi anh ta biét chuyén gi dé va cd thé ké
ching tbi nghe ciing nén! Mot nguoi hiu trung thanh ma che gidu
su that thi khong con gi té hai hon. “Con gi nita khong, thwa muc
su?”

Phai chang c6 chut lo 4u nap sau vé mat binh than ay nhi?
“Khong con gi nira dau,” toi dap.

T6i chi chd mot Iic 1a Anne Protheroe ra tdi. Chung t6i ban bac
va sap xép mot sb viéc. ROi Anne thot 1én:

“Bac si Haydock that qua tot bung!”

“Haydock 1a nguoi t té nhat ma toi biét.”

“Ong ay cuc ky tr té vdi toi. Nhung trong 6ng ay rat budn, dung
khong muc su?”

Trudc day toi khong hé nghi Haydock 1a ngudi hay budn. bau dc
toi c 1at di 14t lai chuyén ay.



“T6i chura tirng dé y didu dd,” cudi cuing toi ndi.

“TOi cling thé, cho dén hom nay...”

“Poi khi vi gap chuyén dau budn khé khidn ma ngudi ta trd nén
tinh nhay hon,” t6i ndi.

“Muc su day chi phai.”

Anne ngan ngl roi noi tiép:

“Thwa muc su Clement, c6 mot didu tdi khong sao hiéu dugc, 1a
néu 6ng nhai t6i bi ban ngay sau khi tdi chia tay 6ng 4y thi tai sao
toi lai khong nghe tiéng sung nhi?”

“canh sat da cd co s& dé xac dinh sau d6 sing mdi no.”

“Nhung con con s0 6.20 ghi trong thu thi sao a?”

“Cé thé 1a do mot ngudi khac thém vao — 1 ké giét ngudi.”

“Kinh khung qud!” ba ta tai mat.

“Ba khong dé y thiy tiéu dé ngay thang khong phai nét chit 6ng
nha sao?”

“ca buc thu khong cé chd nao gidng nét chit 6ng ay ca.” Nhan
xét ay ¢ phan nao ding. Thu nguéch ngoac khoé doc ch khong ro
rang nhu trudc gid Protheroe thudng viét. “Muc suw cé chic 13 ho
khong nghi ngd Lawrence khong a?”

“Toi nghi cu 4y rd rang da dugc minh oan.”

“Nhung vay thi 13 ai, thua muc su? T6i biét Lucius von khong
dugc nhiéu nguoi quy mén, nhung téi khong nghi 6ng ay lai cd ké
tht1 thuc su. Khdng — khong cé ké thu kiéu 4y.”

Toi 1ac dau.

“That 14 bi 4n.”



T6i ngac nhién nghi dén bay nghi can cia ba Marple. C4 thé 1a
nhitng ai?

Sau khi tam biét Anne, toi 1ap titc hanh ddng theo ké hoach da
dinh. T 0ld Hall tré vé, tdi men theo mdt 16i mon nho. Khi dén
cho buc tréo, tdi lai théi lui, roi nham hudng cac bui cay tAm thap
c6 diu chan ngudi di qua, téi cd len 16i vao tim dudng di. Khu
rirng ram rap, day dac cac bui cay nhd moc 1on x6n. T6i di kha
chdm va bat ngd nhin ra ¢ cdch minh khong xa cling c6 mot
ngudi dang len 10i qua cac bui rAm. T6i con dang ngan ngl phan
van thi Lawrence Redding xuat hién, hai tay vdc mot tang da to.

C6 18 thay t6i ngac nhién nén Redding cuoi pha 1én:

“0 khong, khong phai 13 manh mdi dau, ma 1a ting phim cla
hoa binh.”

“Qua tang hoa binh u?”

“A, cling c6 thé néi 1a cd s& dé thuong thuyét. Téi mudn tim mot
cai cd d€ dén thim ba Marple, hang xdm cia muc su, va toi nghe
ndi ba ay khong thich gi hon 12 mét tang d4 dep d€ xay dung khu
vuon Nhat Ban.”

“Hoan toan chinh xac,” téi ndi. “Nhung anh muon gi & 130 ba
ay?”

“La thé nay. Néu hdm qua cd viéc gi xay ra thi thé nao ba
Marple cling nhin thay. Y t6i 13 nhitng viéc khong nhat thiét lién
quan dén vu &n — nhung cd thé ba 4y nghi cd lién quan. T6i mudn
ndi dén nhitng sy viéc 13 la hay ky quic, hodc nhitng chi tiét nho
c6 thé gitip chung ta thém co s& tim ra sy that. Nhitng viéc ma ba
4y nghi khong dang dé bao canh sat.”



“Theo ta viéc ay hop ly day.”

“DU sao ciing nén lam th xem sao. Toi s& tim hiéu dén tan
cung su viéc, muc su Clement a. Vi 1gi ich ctia Anne chi khong vi
cai gl khac. Ma tdi chang may tin tudng Slack — 6ng ta 13 ngudi
nhiét tinh, nhung c¢é nhiét tinh may di nita thi cling khéng thong
minh hon duoc.”

“Ta thdy anh gidng nhan vat yéu thich cta tiéu thuyét, mot nha
tham t& nghiép du,” tdi ndi. “Ta khong biét ngoai doi liéu Slack cd
thuc sy chuyén nghiép khéng nita.”

Anh ta nhin xody vao tbi roi bat than cudi to. “Nay 6ng muc su,
ong lam gi trong rirng vay?”

T6i d6 birng mat.

“Chic cling gidng nhw viéc t6i dang 1am thdi, t6i ddm thé véi
muc su diy. Chung ta cung chung y twédng ding khong? Tén sat
nhin dén vin phong bang cich ndo? Loi th® nhat 13 di doc theo
dudng lang roéi vao cong sau nha muc vu, 16i th hai 1a vao cong
trudc, con 16i th ba — ¢ 10i thit ba khong nhi? Téi cd v xem xét
liéu c6 dau hiéu nao cho thiy cac bui cdy quanh bg tudng cua
vudn nha muc vu bi gidm dap khong.”

“D6 cling chinh 1a suy nghi cua ta,” tdi thira nhan. “Tuy nhién
tdi chura thue sw bat tay vao viéc, vi toi chgt ndy ra y mudn gip ba
Marple trudc dé chic chan rang chiéu hdm qua khong cd ai di trén
con dudng lang trong khi hai chung t6i dang & trong xudng va,”
Lawrence noi tiép.

T6i 1ac dau.

“Ba 4y hoan toan chac chan 13 khong cé ai ca.”



“Phai, khong cd ai 1a theo cach ndi cia ba ta — nghe thi c6 vé
dién khung, nhung muc su hiéu tdi dinh ndi gi chi. B&i cd thé cd
ai d6 chang han ngudi dua thu, ¢d hang sita, anh hang thit — ai
d6 ma su c6 méit ciia ho 13 tw nhién dén muic ta khong nghi phai
nhac dén.”

“Anh thuong doc G. K. Chesterton nhi,” toi ndi, va Lawrence
khong pha nhéan.

“Nhung theo muc s, v nay c¢6 hop ly khong?”

“A, theo ta 12 c6 thé,” tdi thira nhan.

Khong chan chir thém nita, ching toi 1én dudng dén nha ba
Marple. B4 dang lam vuon va cat tiéng goi khi thay ching t6i budc
qua chd buc tréo. Lawrence lién thi thao: “Muc su thay khong, ai
ba ta cfing nhin thiy ca.”

Ba Marple dén tiép chung tdi hét sitc hoa nhd, va to ra rat hai
long véi tdng da to ma Lawrence trang trong dua biéu.

“Ong that chu ddo, 6ng Redding. Thuc su hét sitc chu dio.”

Pugc 101 nhu cdi tac long, Lawrence dat ngay cac cau hoi, va ba
Marple chdm chti 1ang nghe.

“vang, t6i hiéu y 6ng va toi hoan toan dong v, didu nay chang ai
nhic dén hodc ngai nhic dén. Nhung tdi cam doan véi dng rang
khong hé cé chuyén nhu thé. Hoan toan khong.”

“Ba c6 chac khong, thua b Marple?”

“Chac nhu dinh déng cot.”

“Chiéu hom 34y ba cd trong thay bat o ai di trén 10i mon nay
vao rirng khong?” Toi hoi. “Hoac 1a tir trong rirng di ra?”



“0, c6 chit, cd md& ngudi dy. Tién sI Stone va cb Cram di dudng
nay, vi day 1a con dudng gan nhat dan dén chd khai quat, lic dy
khodng sau hai gio mot chut. R6i 6ng Stone trd lai dudng nay —
6ng biét réi dé6 ong Redding, vi dng ta gap ong vdi ba Protheroe
ma.”

“Tién thé, vé tiéng nd — tiéng sting ma ba da nghe, thi 18 ra 6ng
Redding va ba Protheroe ciing phai nghe thay, ba Marple a,” toi
nai.

T6i nhin Lawrence tham do.

“Vang,” anh ta cau may. “Toi nghi minh cd nghe tiéng sing. M3
c6é mot hay hai tiéng n6 nhi?”

“T6i chi nghe cé mot,” ba Marple dap.

“Con to6i thi chi nhd mang mang,” Lawrence ndi. “Quy quai that,
udc gi toi cé thé nhé ra. Gid ma t6i biét. Cac vi thay do, luc Ay toi
con dang mai — véi — véi...”

Anh ta ngdp ngirng, ling tdng, cdn t6i khé hung hang ho cho
phai phép. Ba Marple 1am diéu bd rdi chuyén sang dé tai khac:

“Thanh tra Slack c bdo t6i cho 0ng ta biét t6i nghe tiéng sing
sau khi ong Redding va ba Protheroe roi khéi xudng vé hay la
trudc dé. Téi phai thd nhin rang thuc sy minh khéng thé néi dich
xac, nhung téi ¢ cam tuwdng la nd xay ra sau dé6 — cang nghi thi
toi cang thay diéu nay 1a dung.”

“Nhu thé du sao tién si Stone cling ngoai pham,” Lawrence thd
dai. “Khong phai vi khong hé cd bat c Iy do nhoé nhit ndo dé 6ng
ta bi tinh nghi 12 ban dng 130 Protheroe dang thuong.”



“A, nhung t6i thay néu thin trong thi ¢ nén dat nghi van vdi
moi ngudi, dit chi mot chut xfu thoi. Vi ¢é khi ta chang ludng duoc
hét chit ng®, diing khéng nao?”

Ba Marple 1a thé dé. T6i hdi Lawrence xem liéu anh ta cé dong v
v0i ba veé tiéng sung khong.

“Thuc su to6i khong thé ndi dugc, vi Am thanh 4y hét sic binh
thudng, muc su thdy d4. Toi thién theo hudng nghi rang phat
sung vang 1én khi chuing toi dang & trong xudng vé. Am thanh cd
thé da bi giAm nhe va — va & d4 ngudi ta khé nhin ra hon.”

con nhiéu 1y do khac khién ho khdéng dé v dén Am thanh Ay, tdi
tham nghi.

“T6i phai héi Anne,” Lawrence ndi. “Cé thé ba ay sé nhd. A, theo
toi c6 mot viéc ky la cAn 1am rd. Ba Lestrange, ménh phu bi 4n cta
lang St. Mary Mead nay di dén tham ldo Protheroe hém th® tuw
sau bira dn tdi. VAy ma dudng nhu chang cd ai dé€ y ho gip nhau
co viéc gi. Lo Protheroe cling khong hé ndi gi vdi vo minh hoac
Lettice.”

“C4 thé muc su biét chuyén,” ba Marple ndi.

Lam sao ngudi phu ni nay biét chiéu nay tdi dén tham ba
Lestrange? That ky la, chuyén gi ba ta ciing nam dugc.

Toi 1ac dAu bao minh khdéng ¢ manh moi gi.

“Thé Thanh tra Slack nghi sao a?” ba Marple hoi.

“Ong ta da cd suc ép budc vién quan gia — nhung o rang anh
nay khong toc mach dén mic di nghe 1én. vi thé ma — chang ai
biét gi.”



“Tuy vay tdi van mong cd ai dé nghe 16m dugc ti chuyén, phai
khong thwa muc su?” ba Marple ndi. “Y t6i 1a nguoi nao thudng
hay lam diéu 4y. Tdi nghi 6ng Redding cd thé phat hién déi diéu tur
nguoi do.”

“Nhung ba Protheroe cling khong biét gi ca.”

“Toi khong cd v ndi ba Protheroe, ma 13 bon hau gii ay,” ba
Marple dap. “Nhat dinh bon chiing rat ghét viéc khai bdo vdi canh
sat, nhung véi mot chang trai banh bao thi chiing c thé xiéu long
— xin 6ng bd 16i, 6ng Redding nhé — ! Tdi chac chin ching sé& ké
hét véi 6ng 4y cho ma xem.”

“TO1 nay tdi s dén va th® xem sao,” Lawrence hing hai noi.
“Xin cdm on goi y cua ba, thua ba Marple. T6i sé dén sau khi — a,
sau khi t6i va muc su’ day lam mot viéc nho nho.”

T6i chot nghi ching t6i nén tién hanh cong viéc thi tot hon. Toi
chao tam biét ba Marple ro6i hai chtung t6i lai tré vao rurng.

Ban dau chdng tdi men theo 16i mon cho dén mot chd cd dau
chan ngudi tr dé ré sang bén phai. Lawrence giai thich anh ta da
di theo cai du vét dic biét nay va thay né chang dan dén dau ca,
nhung anh ta ndi thém rang ca hai cé thé th 1an nita xem sao, vi
c6 thé anh ta nham lan.

Tuy vay, su thé ding nhu anh ta di ndi. bi dugc khoang hon
chuc thudc thi cic dau vét canh 14 bi xéo gdy mat dan. Chinh 13 tr
chd nay Lawrence d3 quay lai 16i mon va gip tdi hoi chiéu.

Chung t6i lai quay trd vé 16i mon va di xa hon mot chut. Lai mot
Jan nita chuing ti dén chd cé cac bui cay bi giAm dap. Nhitng dau
hiéu rat mgd nhat nhung theo tdi 1 khong thé nao nham 1an. Lan



nay thi dau vét 4y nhiéu hia hen hon. Sau mdt doan vong véo, nd
dan dén gan nha muc vu. Chang may chdc chtng ti dén chd cac
bui cay vuon 1én dan kin bo twdng. Birc twong nay rat cao va phia
trén c¢d gan manh chai v8. Néu ai d4 bac thang tréo 1én & day thi
nhat dinh ching t6i s& tim ra dau vét.

Chung t6i dang cham rai tim kiém doc theo b& tudng thi bdng
c6 tiéng canh cay giy vong dén. Toi vdi vang gang suc len qua cac
bui cdy rdm rap ma budc t6i — va dbéi mat vdi Thanh tra Slack.

“La muc su dd sao?” 6ng ta nodi. “Ca 6ng Redding nita. Quy ong
nghi minh dang lam gi & day vay?”

Hai chung t6i iu xiu giai thich.

“Ra la thé,” thanh tra néi. “Ching ta khong phai d6 ngoc dau,
ban than toi cling nghi giong hét. Toi d3 & day hon mot tiéng dong
ho. Cac 6ng cé muodn biét diéu gi khong?”

“Co cht,” t6i ngoan ngoan dap.

“Bat ké 13 ké ndo giét dai td Protheroe di nita thi hin ciing
khong di bang dudng nay! Khong cé diu vét ndo trén bd tudng bén
nay ciing nhu bén kia. DAu 1a ai thi han cling dd vao bang cong
chinh chit khong vao dudng nao khac.”

“Khong thé dudc,” toi kéu 1én.

“Sao lai khong chit? céng nha muc vu ludn dé ngd, han chi can
budc vao 1a xong. T nha bép khong thé nhin thiy han. Han biét
muc su’ d3 ra ngodi, han biét ba Clement dang & London, han biét
cau Dennis di choi tennis. Dé nhu trd ban tay. Va han chang can
di qua lang. Poi dién cong nha muc vu 14 dudng mon, va tir con
duong ay anh cé thé trd lai khu ritng roi tau thoat qua ngad nao



cling dugc. Néu ba Price Ridley khong budc ra céng trudc nha
minh dung lic ddc biét Ay thi moi viéc sé thudn budm xudi gio.
Rat nhiéu kha ning nhu thé hon 13 tréo qua tudng. TU trén lau
nha ba Price Ridley nhin xudng qua cta s6 bén hdng, cé thé thay
hau nhu cd bdc twong. Khong, c tin toi di, tén giét nguwoi vao
bang con dudng ay.”

Thuc su cd vé nhu 6ng ta ndi dung.



Chu’o’ng17

Sang hom sau Thanh tra Slack dén tim t6i. Ong ta khong con t6 ra
dé dit lanh Iing, tdi nghi. Cudi cung cd thé 6ng ta dd quén sy cd vé
chiéc dong ho.

“Nay muc su,” 6ng ta chao toi. “T6i da tim ra cudc goi dén may
ctia 6ng.”

“That sao?” to6i hao hic hoi.

“Kha 13 ky quic. N6 dugc goi tir tda nha nam & Clra Bic gan 0ld
Hall. Hién gio nha ay bod trong, nhan vién bao vé cii dd nghi huu
cOn nguwdi mdi thi chua dén. bia diém nay vang vé va rat thuan loi
— c6 mot clta s6 mé& ra phia sau nha. Trén may dién thoai khong
c6 dau van tay — nd da dugc xda sach. La c6 chu y do.”

“Y 6ng la sao?”

“pidu dd cho thay cudc goi nham muc dich kéo muc su ra khéi
nha, vi thé day la vu giét ngudi cé tinh todn trudc. Néu chi 1a mot
trd dua vo hai thi ngudi goi da khong cian than xda diu van tay
nhu thé.”

“Tdi hiéu.”

“Piéu do cling ching td tén giét nguwdi rat thong thudc old Hall
va cac ngdi nha lan can. Khong phai ba Protheroe goi dién, t6i da
ghi chép can than moi hoat ddng chidu hom 4y cta ba ta. C6 dén
ntra t4 ngudi hau thé thét rang cho dén nam giv rudi ba dy van



con & nha. Sau dé xe dua dai ta Protheroe va ba ta vao lang. Ong
dai ta4 di gdp Quinton, bac si thd y vé chuyén chita bénh cho con
ngua cia minh. Ba Protheroe vao dit hang & cra hang tap pham
va hang c4, sau d6 ba Ay di thang dén con dudng phia sau lang,
noi ba Marple gip ba ta. Cac cra hang déu xac nhan ba ta khong
mang tdi xach bén minh. B4 Marple gia ay ndi dung.”

“Ba 4y bao giv cling dung,” toi On ton noi.

“Co Protheroe thi @ Much Benham dén nam gi& ruGi.”

“pung thé,” toi ndi. “Chau trai tbi cling ¢ do.”

“CO ay ngoai pham. Cac c6 hau cling vy — du ho c6 doi chut
hoang loan va lo u, nhung minh mong doi gi & ho co chu? Tat
nhién 13 toi chu v dén vién quan gia — vdi moi viéc d3 duoc ghi
nhan. Nhung tdi nghi anh ta chang biét gi vé chuyén nay.”

“Viéc diéu tra cua dng xem ra chua co két qua tich cuc, 6ng
thanh tra nhi.”

“Cc6 chd tot cd chd khong, thwa muc suw. C6 mot viée rat ky quic
vira xay ra — cé thé ndi 1a hoan toan bat ngd.”

“That sao?”

“Muc su ¢c6 nhd ba Price Ridley hang x6m clia 6ng sang hom
qua gdy ndo loan vé viéc ba 4y bi khting bd bang dién thoai
khong?”

“Co chu.

“A, chung tdi truy tim cudc goi c6t chi dé tran an ba iy — thé
ma muc su cé nghi ra nd xuat phat tir dau khong héd troi?”

“TU tram dién thoai cong cong a?” to6i danh bao hoi lai. “Khong



phai, muc su’ Clement. T’ nha Lawrence Redding.”

“cai gi?” t6i kinh ngac kéu lén.

“Phai. Kha ky quic dung khong? Redding khdéng lién quan gi
dén chuyén dd. Vao ltc ay, sdu gid rudi, anh ta dang trén dudng
dén quan Blue Boar véi tién si Stone trwdc mat ban dan thién ha.
Vay ma co cudc goi. Pang suy nghi phai khong? Cé ngudi budc vao
nha anh ta dé goi dién thoai, vy dé 1a ai? Hai ct dién thoai ky la
trong cung mot ngay khién ta nghi ching cé lién quan vdi nhau.
Néu khong phai cing mot ngudi goi thi toi di dau xuong dat thoi.”

“Nhung vi muc dich gi méi dugc?”

“A, d6 1a diéu chung ta phai tim cho ra. Cé vé nhu khong cé gi
dac biét trong cu dién thoai th hai, nhung nhat dinh phai cé y
nghia nio dé. Muc su cé hiéu dung y clia viéc nay khéng? Ccd dién
thoai tir nha Redding. Khiu sung cling ctia Redding. Nhw vy moi
nghi van déu don vao Redding ca.”

“Néu cu dién thoai th® nhat dugc goi tit nha anh ta thi mdi
nhiéu nghi van hon ch®.”

“0, nhung t6i suy nghi vé viéc nay roi. Redding da lam gi trong
hAu hét cic budi chiéu? Anh ta dén 0ld Hall v& cd Protheroe. T
nha minh anh ta di xe may vé huéng Ctra Bic. Gi® thi muc su da
thay muc dich ctia cd dién thoai xuat phat tr hudng ay chua? Ké
sat nhan 13 ngudi khong biét vé cudc cii co, rang Redding khong
con dén old Hall nita.”

Toi suy nghi hoi 1au dé tiép thu nhitng nhan xét ctia vién thanh
tra. Chuing co vé hop ly va tat yéu.

“Trén may dién thoai nha 6ng Redding cé dau van tay khong?”



t0i hoi.

“Khong cd,” Slack chua chat tra 16i. “Mu gid chét tiét lam viéc
nha cho anh ta d xéa mAat hoi sang hdm qua rdi.” Ong ta noi cau
hoi 1au. “con mu dién ngu xuin. Ciing chang nhd minh thiy khau
sung l1an cudi cung vao Iic ndo. Budi sang xay ra &n mang, né con
nam & dé ma cling cé thé khdng. Mu ta khong thé néi 12 minh
doan chic diéu gi cd. Bon dan ba gidng hét nhau!

“TO1 dén tham tién si Stone cho dung thd tuc ma thoi, va phai
noi 1a 6ng ta rat hai long vé viéc ay,” Slack tiép tuc. “Ong ta va cb
Cram dén gd dit — chd khai quat &y — vao khoang hai gid rudi
chiéu hdm qua va & lai dd sudt budi chiéu. Tién sI Stone vé trudc
mot minh, con c6 kia vé sau. Ong ta néi minh khoéng nghe thay
tiéng sung, nhung cling thtra nhan 13 minh dang tri. Tuy nhién
diéu do6 cling xac nhan nhitng gi ching ta nghi.”

“Hiém mot ndi 1a 6ng van chua tém duoc tén sat nhan.”

“Huirm, cu dién thoai goi cho muc su la giong phu nit,” thanh tra
ndi. “Rat cd thé dién thoai goi cho ba Price Ridley cling 1a giong
phu nft. Gid nhu phat sung ay dirng n6 gan thoi diém cé cudc goi
— 3, thi tbi biét phai tim & dau roi.”

“0’dau?”

“O! Tt nhat khong nén ndi ra, thua muc su.”

T6i ddnh bao moi 6ng ta mot cdc rudu vang port*. TOi cd it rugu
vang lau nadm tuyét ngon. Mudi mot gio trua khong phai 1a gio
udng rugu vang, nhung téi nghi Thanh tra Slack chang né ha viéc
dy. TAt nhién lam dung rugu 13 chang hay ho gi, nhung ciing
khong nén qua ciu né vé nhitng viéc nhu thé.



Sau khi Thanh tra Slack 1dam xong coc thi hai, 6ng ta bat dau
b6t cang thang va trd nén vui vé, dé 1a do tic dung cta loai vang
dac biét.

“T61 nghi chuyén nay khong lién quan dén 6ng, thua muc su,”
6ng ta ndi. “Muc su s& gift kin cht? Plitng dé gido dan & diy biét
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nhe.

T6i cam doan vdi 6ng ta 1an nita.

“Do toan bo su viéc xay ra trong nha ctia ong, t6i nghi muc sw
c6 quyén dugc biét.”

“T6i cling nghi vay,” toi noi.

“TOt. Nao thua muc su, 6ng biét gi vé ba phu nhan da dén tham
dai ta Protheroe vao budi t6i trudc ngay xay ra &n mang?”

“Ba Lestrange a,” toi ngac nhién kéu 1én.

Ong thanh tra ném cho tdi cai nhin trach mac.

“pirng kéu to nhu thé, 6ng muc su. Ba Lestrange la nguoi toi
dang theo d&i. Muc su c¢6 nhd t6i da ndi gi vdi 6ng khong — téng
tién.”

“Khé cd thé 1a Iy do muu sat, bdi nhu thé khac ndo giét mdt con
ga dang dé trirng vang? C cho gia thuyét ctia ong dung di nita thi
toi cling khong chap nhan.”

Thanh tra Slack nhay mat nhin t6i theo cung cich rat thong
thuong.

“Chal Ba ta la ngu0i ma bac quy toc ludn dirng ra che chd. Nhin
xem thua ngai. Gia s trwdc day ba ta da tirng tong tién ong dai ta.
Nhiéu ndm sau, ba ta lai danh hoi ra chd 6ng ta va tim dén 1ap lai



chiéu cli. Thé nhung, moi viéc gid da khac xuwa. Luat 1é ciing c6 quy
dinh mdi, ngudi ta dé dang khdi kién viéc bi him doa tong tién
ma tén tudi khong bi dua 1én méit bdo. Gia du dai ta Protheroe da
phan &ng va nodi sé nho phap luit can thiép. Ba ta roi vao tinh thé
hiém nghéo, vi ban an danh cho tdi téng tién rit nang né. Tinh
thé dd dao ngugc, vi vy viéc duy nhat ba ta cé thé 1am 13 nhanh
chdng ra tay trit kht 6ng ay.”

TO6i lang thinh. Phai thira nhin tinh huéng ma thanh tra dua ra
1a hop ly. Duy chi mot diéu ma tham tam t6i khong chdp nhin —
la nhan cach ba Lestrange.

“Toi khong dong v vdi ong, thanh tra a,” t6i ndi. “Theo t6i, ba
Lestrange khong phai 13 ké chuyén ham doa tong tién. B &y — 3,
tir nay da 10i thoi, nhung ba dy qua 13 mdt — ménh phu.”

Ong ta ném cho t6i cai nhin thuong hai.

“Ai cha cha! Thua ngai, ngai 1a nha truyén gido. Chuyén xay ra
thi ngai chi biét n¥a voi. Ménh phu phu nhan a! Nhung ngai sé
b4t ngd néu biét nhitng gi t6i nam duoc.”

“T61 khong may may dé cap dén vi thé x3 hoi. Du sao di nita toi
cling cho rang ba Lestrange thudc loai quy toc sa cd. Piéu tdi mudn
noi 1a — phong cach cao quy ctia ba ay.”

“T6i khong nhin ba ta theo cadch nhin ctia 6ng, thira muc su. Toi
cling 12 dan 6ng, nhung tdi con 1a cdnh sat. Cac ba 4y khong thé
Itra phinh tdi bang cai vé thanh lich tao nha dAu. Sao chi, ba ta 1a
loai ngudi cé thé dAm ngudi khac mdt dao 1dt cdn ma khong chut
ghé tay.”

Rt ky la 13 t6i lai thdy cé thé tin ba Lestrange pham to0i giét



ngudi dé dang hon tin ba ta cé kha nang ham doa tdng tién.

“Nhung 18 di nhién ba ta khong thé cling ltic vira goi dién cho
ba Price Ridley vira sat hai dai ta Protheroe dugc,” thanh tra noi
tiép.

vlra thot may 10i 4y ra khoi cra miéng thi 6ng ta bong vo dui
danh dét.

“R0 roi,” Slack kéu 1én. “pd chinh 13 muc dich ctia ct dién thoai.
Mot loai ching c ngoai pham, vi biét thé nao ching ta ciing lién
két hai sy viéc véi nhau. Tdi s& nghién cfu viéc nay. Cé thé ba ta
dd mua chudc mot thang nhéc ndo dé goi dién thoai gitm minh.
NO sé khong bao gi® nghi viéc nay c6 lién hé dén vu giét ngudi.”

vién thanh tra hap tap ra vé.

“Ba Marple muon gap minh day,” Griselda tho dau vao goi. “Ba
dy gifi mot bic thu hét st thiéu mach lac — chit viét ngoan
ngoeo va gach dudi toan bd. Em hau nhu khéng doc dugc thu. RG
rang ba ta khong thé ra khoéi nha moét minh. Minh h3y mau dén
nha ba iy xem cé viéc gi. Em sdp dén cdc ba ban, chit khong thi
em da dich than di r6i. Em ghét cdc ba gid 4y — ho lai than phién
vdi minh vé chuyén dau chin nhic gid, cé khi con chia ca chan ra
nai ni minh xem nita. May sao cudc thaAm van dién ra chiéu nay!
Minh s& khong phai du trdn dau cricket cia ciu lac bd nam.”

T6i vOi va 1én dudng, long rat ban khoan vé 1y do cta 101 moi goi
nay.

TOi trong thiay ba Marple trong tinh trang boi rdi. Mat ba dé
ung, ndi nang roi rac khong dau vao dau.

“Chau trai cta tdi,” ba ndi, “Raymond West chau ctia toi 1a nha



van. HOm nay né vé diy thuwa muc su. Toi roi qua. MOt minh t6i
phai lo moi viéc. Khong thé trong ciy vao nguti hiu phai phéng
giwdng chiéu cho ra hdn, lai con phai chuin bi cho bita an tdi nay
nita. Nguoi quyén quy bao gio' cling dung nhiéu thit ding khong
a? Con thic udng nita — nhat dinh phai c6 it rugu trong nha —
roi 6ng hut niva.”

“T6i cd thé gitp gi...” tdi m& 161

“Oi, muc su tot bung qua. Nhung y t6i khong phai vay, vi thuc
st con nhiéu thoi gian ma. N4 ty mang dng vo va thudc 14 vé, toi
mirng qua thua muc su, vi khéi mat cong tim hiéu xem can phai
mua loai thudc 14 ndo. Nhung cling hoi budn vi khoi thuoc 14 sé
badm vio man ca 1au l1Am mdéi hét mui. TAt nhién sdng sing to6i
sé& md& clra va gifi rém can thin. Raymond diy rit mudn — cac
nha van déu thé ma. Sach né viét rat tuyét, t6i nghi thé, mic du
nhan vat né xay dung déu khé chiu khé wa. Ldp tré tai ba con qua
it hiéu biét vé cudc doi, muc su cé nghi vay khong?”

“Ba ¢6 muon dua ciu ay dén dung bita toi ¢ nha muc vu
khong?” t6i hoi ma van chua hiéu ra vi sao minh lai dwgc moi
dén.

“0 khéng, cAm on muc su,” bd Marple dap. “That quy héa qua!”

“Toi nghi ba cd viéc gi — a, can gap tdi ch,” tdi danh liéu goi v.

“Oi, tat nhién roi, nhung mai chdén rén vdi viéc nay toi lai quén
bang di.” Ba dot nhién dirng lai va goi cd hiu. “Emily — Emily.
Khong phai tdm trdi givdng nay. Ly tdm cd chan béo véi hang
chi* théu 16ng vao nhau ay, ma nhg dirng duwa vao gan 10 sudi
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nhe.



Ba khép clra va nhon gét di vé phia toi.

“Co mot viéc kha ky quic xay ra vao t6i hdm qua,” ba giai thich.
“Toi nghl muc suw nén biét, mic du ngay lic nay thi cé vé nhu nd
chang cd v nghia gi ca. Pém qua tdi khong tai ndo chop mat — c
mai nghi vé su viéc dau 1ong kia. ROi toi tré day va nhin ra cira so.
Muc su biét toi trong thay gi khong?”

T6i nhin ba do hoi.

“LA Gladys Cram!” b Marple dan tirng tiéng. “R6 rang 12 cd ta
dang xach mot chiéc vali di vao ritng.”

“Vali a?”

“La lung qua phai khong? Nira dém ma mang vali vao rirng lam
gi?”

Hai ching t6i nhin nhau tran troi.

“Muc st thiy d4,” ba Marple ndéi, “tdi ddm chic chuyén nay
khong lién quan dén vu giét ngudi, nhung du sao van hét stc ky
quac. M3 cho dén luc nay thi ching ta phai ghi nhan tat cd moi
chuyén ky quac.”

“Qua 1a ky quic,” toi néi. “cé khi nao ¢ ta vao chd khai quat dé
— a — dé ngu lai khong?’

“Hoan toan khong,” ba Marple dap. “Bdi vi chi mot ldc sau co ta
da trd ra, 1an nay thi khéng xach vali.”

Chudng t6i lai nhin nhau cham cham.



Chu’o’ng]. 8

Chiéu hdm 4y tham tra chinh thitc cta tda an dugc td chuic tai
Blue Boar. Phai ndi 1a ca lang déu xon xao chan dong. it nhat muoi
ldm nam r6i & St. Mary Mead khong hé cdé vu 4&n mang nao. Va
mot ngudi nhu dai td Protheroe bi A&m sat ngay trong van phong
muc su' thi qua 1a tin git gAn hiém c6 do6i vdi dan lang.

T6i khong chu y nghe 16m nhung nhitng 161 ban tan lao xao ci
lot vao tai toi.

“Muc su kia. Trong mat miii Ong ta tai nhot ding khong? Khong
biét Ong ta cd dinh liu gi khéng nhi! Du sao thi cling xay ra trong
nha muc vu ma.”

“Sao ¢ lai ndi vay, Mary Adams? Luc 4y muc su dang di tham
Henry Abbott ma.”

“Cha! Nhung thién ha bdo 6ng ta da cu cii vdi dai ta day.

Nhin Mary Hill kia, né vénh vdo ra vé ta day dugc viéc 1am 4ay.
Suyt, diéu tra vién dén roi kia.”

b0 1a bac sT Roberts ¢ thanh pho Much Benham ké bén. Ong ta
hang giong roi chinh lai d8i muc kinh ra chiéu long trong.

That mét mai khi phai tdm tat toan bd cac 15i chitng. Lawrence
Redding khai da phat hién ti thi v x4ac nhan khau sung la cta
minh. Theo su hiéu biét chic chin cta anh ta thi hai ngdy truéc
dd, titc tht ba, anh ta con trong thiy nd. Khau sing dé trén ké tu



trong nha anh ta, ma ctra ra vao thi thuong xuyén khéng khda.

BA Protheroe cho 181 khai rang lan cudi clng ba trong thay
chong 1a sau gid kém mudi 1am khi hai ngudi chia tay trén dudng
lang. B hen sau dé s& dén dén 6ng & nha muc vu. Vao siu gio
mudi 1dm, ba dén nhd muc vu bang con dudng lang va qua cong
sau vao vuon. Vi khong nghe tiéng nguoi bén trong phong lam
viéc nén ba tudng trong phong khong cé ai, nhung cd thé chdéng ba
dang ngdi trudc ban viét, va trong trudng hop ay thi ba khong thé
trong thay ong. Theo ba biét, ong hoan toan khoée manh va tinh
td0. Ba khong hé biét cd ké nao cd hiém thu vdi 6ng.

Pén phién minh, tdi trinh bay vé cudc hen vdi Protheroe va cu
dién thoai goi t6i dén nha 6ng Abbott. T6i mo ta viéc dd phat hién
t thi va goi bac si Haydock dén ra sao.

“Muc su Clement, cé bao nhiéu ngudi biét rd chiéu hom ay dai
ta Protheroe dén nha ong?”

“Toi nghi 13 rat nhiéu. B nha t6i va chau trai t6i biét, va sang
hom 4y khi gap nhau trong lang thi dai t4 Protheroe cling dd nhac
dén viéc nay. Ong ay hoi lang tai nén noi rd to, toi nghi mot so
ngudi cé thé tinh c& nghe duoc.”

“Thé thi bt ci ai cling cé thé biét viéc 4y dung khong?”

T6i dong v.

Tiép theo 13 Haydock. Ong 12 mot nhan ching quan trong. Ong
mo ta kj ludng va bai ban tinh trang cua t thi va vét thuong.
Theo vy kién cia 6ng thi nan nhan bi ban trong lic dang viét thu.
Ong wdc tinh thdi diém chét 13 vao khoang siu gi¢ hai muoi dén
sau gid rudi — va chic chan khong thé tré hon sau gidd ba muoi



lam. b6 1a gidi han t6i da, 6ng nhan manh diéu nay mot cach qua
quyét. Khong c6 van dé tu sat vi vét thuong khong phai do tu'y gay
ra.

Loi chitng cta vién thanh tra rat thin trong va ngan gon. Ong
ké lai viéc minh dugc goi dén va trong thay xac chét trong tinh
trang thé ndo. Blc thu viét d& duogc tim thay vdi thoi diém sau gid
hai muoi phut ghi dau thu. ROi cA chuyén chiéc dong hd dé ban,
xem nhu xac nhan thdi diém nan nhan bi giét 1a sau gi® him hai
phut. Canh sat khong phat hién gi thém. Sau dé Anne Protheroe
néi véi 6ng rang ba nghi thoi diém minh dén nhi muc vu 1a sém
hon sdu gid hai muoi mot chut.

Mary, cd hau cda gia dinh t6i 12 nhan ching tiép theo. CO ta td
ra hung hing ngd nguoc khi néi rang minh chang nghe thiy gi
ma cling khong muon nghe bat c diéu gi. Pau phai quy ong nao
dén tham muc su cling hd cai 14 bi ban kia chi! Khong ¢ chuyén
dd. €6 ta con bao viéc phai lam. Pai ta Protheroe dén dung sau gid
mudi 1am. Khong, c6 khong xem dong ho6 ma nghe chudng nha
thd diém khi vira dua 6ng dai td vao van phong. €6 khong nghe
bat c tiéng sing njo. Néu cé tiéng sung thi c6 phai nghe thay
cht. A, tat nhién c6 biét 13 phai cd sung nd vi quy éng dy da bi ban
— nhung c6 khong nghe. C6 vay thoi.

Nhan vién diéu tra khong hoi gi thém. T6i nhan ra 6ng ta va dai
t4 Melchett d3 thong nhat y kién vdi nhau.

Ba Lestrange dugc triéu dén lam nhan ching, nhung cd gidy
ctia bac si Haydock chirng nhin ba ta bénh nang khong tham du
duoc.



Chi con mo6t nhan chi*ng nita, mot ba 130 run 1ap ca 1ap cap,
ngudi ma theo cach ndi cua Slack 1a ‘lam viéc nha’ cho Lawrence
Redding.

Ba Archer duogc dua cho xem khAiu sing va thita nhin minh da
nhin thiy né trong phong khach nha 6ng Redding. “Ong iy dé né
& trén ké sach.” Ba ta nhin thay nd 1an cudi cung vao ngay xay ra
an mang. Phai — khi dugc héi 1an nita, ba hoan toan chic chan 14
vao gio' an trua ngay thir nam — mot gio' kém muoi 1am, khi ba ra
vé thi khau stng van con & dé.

T6i nhd lai nhi*ng gi vién thanh tra ndi va hoi ngac nhién. Du
cho ba 130 cé ma hd dén diu khi bi 6ng ta thdm van thi ldc nay
day ba ta lai hoan toan qua quyét.

Nhan vién diéu tra tém tat ndi dung vu 4n véi thai do kha chac
chan. Loi phan quyét hiu nhu 14p tic duoc dwa ra: Vu muu sdt do
mot hay nhiéu ngudi gidu mdt thuc hién.

Khi r0i phong, t6i nhan ra mdét nhdm thanh nién mat may
sang sta khon lanh, nhin bé ngoai giong giong nhau, trong dé
mot s6 da thuong xuyén lang vang trudc nha muc vu may hom
nay. Toi tim dudng lanh bang cich quay vao Blue Boar, may sao
g3p ngay tién s Stone, nha khao c6. T6i tim 14y 6ng ta chang can
gilt y 1.

“LA ddm nha bio!” tdi ndi ngan gon. “Ong gitp tdi thoat khai
nanh vudt bon ho dugc khéng?”

“Sao, nhat dinh réi muc su Clement. Moi 6ng 1én 1au vdi t6i.”

Ong ta dua t6i theo 10i cdu thang chat hep 1én phong khach cia
minh, c6 Cram dang ngobi 16c céc gb may chi¥ mdt cich chuyén



nghiép. €6 toét miéng cudi chao tdi va chdp thoi co dé nghi tay.

“Khuing khiép qua nhi?” c¢d ndi. “Tim khong ra tht pham, y em
13 vy. Nhung khong phai vi em that vong vé két qua tham tra cta
toa ma la vi nd nhat nhéo qua di, phai ndi nhu vay. Tt dau dén
cudi chang cé tinh tiét nio gy hitng thu c3.”

“Luc ndy co cling cé mat a, c6 Cram?”

“Phai, em d3 cd mat. Quai la sao muc su khong nhin thiy em
nhi. Muc su khoéng thiy em thiét sao? Em hoi bi ton thuong dé
nha. ban 6ng thi phai tinh mat ch, ¢ 12 muc su ciing phai vay.”

“Ong cling ¢ mit a?” TOi quay sang tién si Stone nham thoat
khdi 10i dua bdn thiéu nghiém tuc ay. Cac cb gai tré nhu cd Cram
luon 1am cho t6i nguong nghiu Iing ting.

“Khong, toi e 13 minh rat it quan tAm dén nhitng viéc nhu thé.
TO6i 13 nguoi chi thiét tha véi s@ thich riéng cia minh.”

“Han phai 13 mot s& thich hét sttc thu vi,” téi néi.

“Cé thé muc su cling biét ddi chut vé cong viéc nay cha?”

T6i budc phai thi nhan minh hiu nhu mu tit, nhung tién si
Stone khong phai ngudi dé nan 1ong vi 16i tht nhan Ay. Két qua c
nhu 13 t6i d3 tuyén bo viéc khai quat cic ngdi mo 1a thu tiéu khién
duy nhat cda t6i vay. Ong ta 3o ao tudn ra hang trang nao 1a loai
lang mo dai vdi lang md tron, nao thoi ky do da vdi thoi ky do
dong, roi thai ky do da ci, thoi ky do da mdi, ndo 13 kistvaens vdi
da vong cromeic. Toi chang biét 1am gl ngoai viéc gt gl ra vé hiéu
biét khién tién sI Stone cang dugc thé oang oang. Ong ta véc ngudi
thap bé, dau tron hdéi soi, mat tron trinh hong hao, rang rd tuoi
cwdoi sau cap kinh day cdp. T6i chua tirng thay ngudi nao it dugc



hudng tng ma lai nhiét tinh nhiéu dén thé. Ong ta san sang tranh
luin véi moi y kién ting hd hoic phan bac minh — ma tién thé t6i
ndéi ludn 13 tdi chang hiéu gi sat!

Ong ta ké 1& dong dai viéc minh va dai ta Protheroe khac nhau
vé quan diém ra sao.

“MOt con ngudi thd 10 va ngoan cb,” Stone him hd. “Vang, vang,
toi biét vdi nguoi qua co thi khong nén 16i cii xau ctia ho ra.
Nhung 6ng ta cé chét thi sy that van 13 sy that. Coc can va ngoan
c0, d6 1a mo ta chinh xac vé 6ng ta. Mdi doc dugc vai ba cudn sach
ma 6ng ta ddm cho minh cai quyén — choéng lai mdt nguoi sudt
doi nghién ctu vé dé tai nay sao! Tron doi téi dd cong hién cho
cong trinh nay, muc su’ Clement a. Tron doi t6i...”

Vi qua xuic dong nén tién si Stone liu ca ludi. CO6 Cram kéo Ong ta
tré vé thuc tai bang mot cAu ngan gon:

“Ong coi chirng bi tré tau do!”

“Oil” Nguoi dan 6ng nhé tho dirng lai gitta cu roi rat dong ho
trong tdi ra xem. “Oi troi, con mudi 1am phut nita thoi a? Khong
thé nhu thé dugc.”

“Mbi 1an ndi chuyén 1a 6ng chang bao gid nhd dén gio giic.
Khong cd em coi s6c thi 6ng lam sao ha?”

“Hoan toan chinh xac, c6 bé a, hoan toan chinh xac.” Ong ta
thaAn mat vd vai cd. “Co gai nay tuyét 1am, muc su Clement a.
Khong bao gi&f quén viéc gi. Toi thay minh cuc ky may man khi cé
co ay.”

“Oi, tién si Stone, nhanh 1én,” ¢ gai ndi. “Ong ndi vay 1a 1am hu
em doé nha.”



Toi khong thé khong cdm thiy minh cin tng ho luéng du ludn
thi hai — vé mot cudc hon nhan hop phép gitta tién si Stone va co
Cram trong tuwong lai. T6i nghi ban than c6 Cram la mot c6 gai kha
khon ngoan.

“Ong nén di thoi,” c6 Cram ndi.

“Phai, phai, toi phai di.”

Ong ta bién qua phong bén roi trd lai véi vali trén tay.

“Ong di a?” t6i ngac nhién hai.

“Toi chi 1én thanh pho vai hom,” 6ng ta gidi thich. “Ngay mai
tham me tdi va gidi quyét vai viéc vdi luat su caa toi vao ngay tha
hai. Th ba t6i vé. Ma nay, t6i nghi cai chét cta dai ta Protheroe
khong 1am thay doi moi viéc ching t6i da sap xép, y tdi 14 cudc
khai quat ay. Ba Protheroe sé khong can trd chung t6i tiép tuc cong
viéc chu?”

“T6i nghi 1a khong.”

Khi 6ng ta ndi vy, toi tu hdi ai sé 13 nguoi thuc su cd quyén &
0ld Hall diy. C6 thé Protheroe chi sé& trao quyén Ay cho Lettice. Gia
nhu biét dugc ndi dung ban di chic cia Protheroe thi hay biét
may, t0i nghi.

“C4i chét clla mdt ngudi thudng gay biét bao rac réi cho ngudi
than cda ho,” c6 Cram budn bd nhin xét. “Muc su khong thé tin
dugc chuyén dé nhiéu ldc té hai ra sao.”

“Cha, giod tdi phai di day.” Tién siStone loay hoay kiém tra vali
vOi tAm chan du lich va chiéc 6 cong kénh. Toi budc dén gidp
nhung 6ng ta phan doi.



“Khong dam phién — khong dam phién, t6i tu xoay x0 dugc
ma. Chic chan & ting dudi phai cd ngudi.”

Nhung & dudi nha chang cé ai ci. Téi ngd rang bon ho dang
mai chay theo héng hdt vdi ddm nha bdo. P3 gan dén gid nén
ching tdi cung nhau ra ga, tién si Stone mang vali con tdi git tam
chan va chiéc 6.

Trong lic chung t6i hap tip di, tién si Stone vira théd hon hén
vira nhan xét:

“Muc su that t6t bung — t6i khong dinh — 1am phién muc su...
Mong sao khong — tré tau. Gladys 1a cd gai tot — thuc suw tuyét voi
— rat t6t tinh — nhung cdnh nha khong ém am, t6i e 1a thé —
tuyét doi — tadm hon tré tho — tdm hon tré tho — mac du chung
toi chénh 1éch tudi tdc — nhung hop véi nhau lam...”

T6i nghi ba Marple ma cé mat ¢ day, c6 1& ba ay s& co vai so
sanh dat gia!

Ngay khi r& vao nha ga, chung t6i nhin thay nha cia Lawrence
Redding. Ng6i nha ding biét 1ap, xung quanh khdng cé nha ai
khac. T6i quan sat hai thanh nién vé banh bao dang di@ng &
ngudng cra va mot doi khac dang sim soi nhin qua ctta s6. Qua 1a
mot ngay ban ron cho bao gidi.

“Cau Redding 1a chang trai tir t&,” t6i nhan xét dé thir xem ban
dong hanh ctia minh ndi gi.

LUc 4y tién sT Stone dang thé doc dén ndi khd md miéng ndi,
thé nhung 6ng ta van hon hén thot ra mot tir ma thoat dau toi
khong sao nghe 6.

“Nguy hiém,” 6ng ta thd doc khi t6i bao 6ng ta 1ip lai nhan xét



clla minh.

“Nguy hiém 4?”

“cuc ky nguy hiém. Bon con gai ngdy thd nhe da — chang biét
gl — ma roi vao tay mot gd nhu thé — Idc nao cling luon 16 quanh
dan ba... Khong tot.”

T d6 t6i ludn ra rang c6 nang Gladys khong phai khong dé mat
tdi chang thanh nién duy nhat trong lang nay.

“On Chua, tau kia roi!” tién si Stone kéu lén.

Luc 4y chung t6i d3 vao dén ga va phai chay nugc rut. Tau tu
London vé dang dd trong san ga con tau di London thi vira mdi
dén.

O’ ctra phong vé ching t6i va phai mdt thanh nién kha lich su,
va toi nhan ra 1a chdu ctia ba Marple vira mdi xudng tau. Toi nghi
anh ta la ngudi khéng thich bi ngudi khac va cham. Anh ta té ra
kiéu hanh vdi diéu bd dinh dac va phdt 10 xung quanh, va rd rang
c® va cham d3 lam xau cai hinh dnh dinh dac 4y. Anh ta loang
choang It budc, con toi voi vang xin 16i roi di tiép. Tién si Stone
1én tau; tdi chuyén hanh 1y 1én cho 6ng ta vira ding lic doan tau
rung minh chuyén banh.

TOi vay tay chiao Stone roi quay vé. Raymond West di di roi,
nhung vién dugc si ¢ lang t6i, ngudi ludn ty hao véi cai tén
Cherubim, thi chuin bi di vao lang. Téi budc séng ddi véi anh ta.

“Suyt nita thi tré tau,” anh ta nhan xét. “A, budi 14y 10i khai dién
ra thé nao, muc su Clement?”

T6i dwa anh ta xem ban phan quyét.



“0, hda ra 13 vay! Ban phan quyét ma nhu vay sao? Tién si Stone
di dau vy muc su?”

T6i 13p lai diéu nha khéo c6 ndéi véi toi lic nay.

“May 1a khong tré tau. Tuyén dudng nay chang biét dau ma lan.
T6i phai néi véi muc su, day 1a ndi 6 nhuc. O nhuc, ti goi nhu
vay. TO6i dap chuyén tau vé, bi tré mudi phut, lai vao ngay th
bay... ROi thit tw — khong cd chuyén, thi nam thi cd — phai, t6i
nhd do 13 ngay xay ra an mang vi toi dinh viét don kién cong ty —
nhung vu an xay ra khién tdi quén bang — phai, 1a thi ndm tuin
trudc. T6i di hop & HOi Dugc hoc. Muc su ¢6 biét chuyén tau sau gid
nam muoi phut khéi hanh chdm bao nhiéu khong? Ntra tiéng
dong ho! Chinh xac 1a tré nira tiéng ddng hd! Muc su nghi sao vé
viéc nay? Mudi phut thi t6i khong ké. Nhung néu tau khong dén
kip lic bay gi¥ hai muoi, 4, thi anh khdng thé vé dén nha trudc
bay gio rudi dugc! Boi vay toi mudn nodi vi sao lai goi chuyén tau
ay 1a chuyén sdu gio' nam muoi phut dugc chi?”

“Hoan toan dung,” toi ndi, roi tim cach thoat khoi cudc dbc
thoai ctia dng ta, cao 10i vi ¢d viéc can gip Lawrence Redding ma
toi thay dang tién dén gan chung toi tir phia bén kia dudng.
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“Rat vui dugc gdp muc su,” Lawrence noi. “Moi muc su vao nha
choi.”

Chuing t6i rd vao canh céng nho don sd, di theo 16i mon, rdi anh
ta rut chia khéa trong tui tra vao 6 khoa.

“Gi0 thi anh khoda ctra ro6i nhi,” toi nhan xét.

“Vang,” anh ta bat cudi kha chua chat. “Mat bo mdi lo lam
chudng, ding khéng?” Anh ta mé cira dé tdi budc vao trong. “Co
doi diéu trong vu nay ma tdi khong thich, muc suw biét day. N6i thé
nao nhi — day... 1a chuyén ndi gian. P3 co ai d6 biét chuyén toi ¢
khau stung. C4 nghia 13 ké giét ngudi — du 1a ai di nita — nhét
dinh d3 cé 1an vao nha tdi — cé khi con udng ruou vdi tbi cling
nén.”

“Khong nhat thiét,” t6i phan doi. “ca lang St. Mary Mead nay co
thé biét chinh xac anh dé ban chai ring & dau va anh dung loai
kem danh rang nao nita kia.”

“Nhung tai sao ho lai quan tAm chuyén ay?”

“Ta khong rd,” t6i dap, “nhung ding 13 thé. Néu anh thay loai
kem cao rau thi né ciing trd thanh dé tai cho ho ban luin.”

“Ho han phai rat chiu khé méi moi dugc tin titc.”

“Thé ma ho van tim dugc ddy. T trude gid’ 1ang nay cé chuyén



gi ly thd dau.”

“Cha, bay gi0 thi c6 réi — tha ho ma ly thi nhé.”

T6i dong v.

“Ma ai ndi cho ho biét tat ca nhitng viéc &y mdi dugc? Chuyén
kem cao rau 4y, hay dai loai thé?”

“C4 thé 1a ba 130 Archer.”

“Ba gid iy sao? Theo t6i biét thi ba 4y gin nhu 13 ngudi dan
don.

“Do chi 1a cach nguy trang clla ngudi ngheo,” toi giai thich. “Ho
thudng tuw gidu minh sau vé ngu ddn. Anh cd thé nhan ra ba gia iy
hoan toan sang sudt. Ma nay, gid day ba ta lai doan chic 1a cho
dén trua th® ndm thi khiu sting van con nam & chd cla né. Pidu
gi d3 1am ba ta dot nhién khang dinh chac chan nhu vay nhi?”

“T6i chang biét nita.”

“Anh c6 nghi 1a ba ta ndi ding khong?”

“Mot 1an nita t6i khong cd y kién gi. T6i dau cd kiém ké tai san
cia minh moi ngay.”

T6i nhin khap mot luot gian phong khach nhd. TAt ca cac ké va
ban déu bira bon do6 dac linh tinh. Loi btra bai ludm thudém nghé si
cia Lawrence lam t6i phat buc. Thay t6i liéc nhin, anh ta 1én
tiéng:

“poi luc cling hoi mat thi gid tim d6 dac, nhung mat khac thi
moi thit déu bay san ra dé ch khong cit gidu dau ca.”

“Khong c6 vat nao gidu kin ca, dung thé,” toi tan thanh, “nhung
1& ra nén cat khiu sung di thi t6t hon.”



“Muc su ¢ biét 1a t6i mong dgi nhan vién diéu tra ndi diéu gi
dai loai thé khong! Pam 4y toan la dan don. T6i chi mong bi bon
ho khién trach ma th6i.”

“Ma nay, sung cé nap dan khong?” toi hai.

Lawrence 1ac dau.

“T6i khong dén ndi bat cAn nhu vay. Sung khong nap dan,
nhung cé mot bing dan dé ngoai.”

“Hinh nhu sting dugc nap dd sau vién, va cé mdt vién duge ban
ra.”

Lawrence gat dau.

“Nhung ai d3 ban vAy? Néu khong tim ra ké sat nhan thuc su
thi toi s& bi nghi ngd cho dén luc chét.”

“pirng ndi thé, anh ban a.”

“Nhung t6i ndi thé day.”

Anh ta cau may lang thinh mot lic roi chot birng tinh: “bé t6i
ké muc st nghe hom qua tdi 1am dugc chuyén gi. Ngai biét do, ba
Marple ¢ ndm mdt sd viée.”

“T6i nghi vé khodn 4y thi ba ta khong dugc moi ngudi yéu thich
cho 1am.”

Lawrence bén thudt lai chi tiét cAu chuyén ctia anh ta. Nghe
theo 161 khuyén ctia ba Marple, anh ta da dén 0ld Hall. &’ d6, véi su
ho trg cia Anne, anh da phéng vdn mot CO hau gai.

Anne chi noi:

“Ong Redding muon hoi em mot vai cu, Rose a.”

ROi ba ra khoi phong.



Lawrence cam thay cd phan e ngai. Rose, mdt cd gai hai muoi
1am tudi xinh dep c nhin anh chdm chu véi cai nhin trong tréo
khién anh ling tung.

“La — 1a vé chuyén dai ta Protheroe bi giét d6 ma.”

“Vay sao, thura ngai?”

“Co biét do, toi dang cd gang di tim su that.”

“vang, thua ngai.”

“T6i nghi cé thé — cd thé ai A — & — cd thé cf tinh tiét ndo
do...”

Pén day Lawrence cAm thay minh ciing chang vé vang gi, anh
tham rtia ba Marple da goi y anh lam viéc nay.

“T6i muon biét cd cd thé gitp toi khdng?”

“Sao, thura ngai?”

Thai d0 ctia Rose van ding muc mot cd hau hoan hao — 1& do,
san sang gitp dd, va hoan toan khong quan tAm dén su viéc.

“Ouy tha ma bat, cac cd chang khio chuyén ndy trong phong
cia ngudi hau sao?”

Pon tan cong cia Lawrence khién Rose kha bdi r6i va danh roi
vé tu cha.

“Trong phong nguoi hau a, thua ngai?”

“Hodc trong phong quan gia, hoic phong tai xé, hoac bat c &
dau ma cd cd ndi? Nhat dinh phai ¢ chd nao d4.”

Rose khé cudi, va Lawrence cadm thay duoc khich 1é.

“Xem nay Rose, cd 12 mot cd gai ngoan. Tdi chic c6 phai hiéu tdi
dang muén gi. T6i khong mudn bi treo cd. Téi khdong giét dng chii



cd, nhung nhidu ngudi ct nghi thl pham 13 t6i. €6 ¢ thé gitp toi
dugc khong?”

Toi ¢d thé hinh dung dén diy han Lawrence phai thuong tAm
lAm. Anh ngd mai dau dién trai ra sau, d6i mat Ireland xanh
tham day van lon. Rose mui 1ong va dau hang.

“Oi thua ngail Em xin thé — phai chi tui em cé thé gitp ich
dugc gi. Khong ai trong tui em nghi ngai 1am viéc dé hét. Tui em
khong nghi vay dau, thiét do.”

“Toi biét, nhung diéu dé khong gitp t6i thoat khoi tay canh sat.”

“Canh sat a!” Rose hat dau. “Tui em nghi dng thanh tra dé
chang tai gidi gl dau. Ong ta ty phong minh vy thdi. CAnh sat
ma!”

“Du sao di nita thi canh sat ciing rat c6 quyén luc. Nao Rose, cd
ndi sé cb hét sttc givp tdi. Tdi khong thé khdng nghi rang cé nhiéu
viéc ching ta van chuwa ndm dugc. Chang han viéc ba phu nhan
dén tham dai t4 Protheroe vao dém trudc khi 6ng ay bi giét.”

“Ba Lestrange phai khong a?”

“Phai, ba Lestrange. Tdi khong thé khdng cam thiy cudc viéng
tham ctia ba ta c6 gi do ky quac.”

“Da, tui em cling ndi vdi nhau nhu vay thua ngai.”

“Cac cO noi vay u?”

“Bi ta dén day, hoi thdm oOng dai td. Va tat nhién 1a ho ndi
chuyén vdi nhau rat 1au — nhung khong ai biét ba ta tdi lam gi.
Con ba Simmons, ba ay la quan gia thua ngai, b 4y bdo ba khach
kia 13 hang chang ra gi. Nhung sau khi nghe Gladdie ké thi em



khong biét phai nghi sao nita.”

“Vay Gladdie da néi gi?”

“0, khong cd gi thua ngai. Chi 1a — tui em ndi chuyén vdi nhau
thoi ma.”

Lawrence nhin co ta, cdm thay c6 dang gidu giém diéu gi. “Toi
rat mudn biét ba ta va dng dai ta ndi gi vdi nhau.”

“Da, thua ngai.”

“TOi nghi 13 c6 biét ma, Rose?”

“Em a? O khong thua ngai. Thiét sy 12 em khong biét. Lam sao
ma em biét duoc!”

“Nhin day Rose, cd vira ndi 1a co sé giup toi. Néu cd khong nghe
thdy — hoan toan khong nghe thay bat c@ diéu gi — thi cling
khong quan trong, nhung... T6i sé v0 cung biét on cb. Du sao thi, ai
cling c6 thé — ¢4 thé tinh c& — chi 14 tinh c& ma nghe 16m dugc.”

“Nhung em khong nghe thay gi hét thua ngai, thiét tinh 13 em
khong nghe.”

“Vay c0 ai khac nghe ch¥,” Lawrence tham tram noi.

“Da, thura ngai...”

“Noi toi nghe di Rose.”

“Em khong biét Gladdie s& noi gi, em thé dd.”

“cd 4y nhat dinh mudn cd ké tdi nghe. Ma Gladdie 13 ai vay?”

“Thua ngai, chi ay 13 phu bép. Ngai biét khong, chi ay chi vira
mdi ra khoi nha chuit xiu dé gdp mot ngudi ban; chi ay di ngang
cta s6 — phong 1am viéc — ma 6ng chl v4i ba khach dang ngdi
trong dd. L& di nhién 6ng Ay ndi rat to, dng chu lic nao cling noi



to. Va duong nhién 1a chi 4y hoi to mo — y em 1a...”

“Hoan toan la tu nhién,” Lawrence ndi. “Y t6i don gidn 1a nguodi
ta phai nghe thoi.”

“Nhung tat nhién chi ay khong ké vdi bat ¢ ai — trir em ra. Va
hai dira em déu nghi viéc nay rat ky cuc. Nhung Gladdie khong
dadm h& moi cho ai hay thua ngai, vi néu ba Pratt biét chi ay ra
ngoai gap ban thi — 3, bd 4y sé buc minh lAm. BA Pratt 13 bép
trudng ma. Nhung em chic chin chi iy s& sdn sang néi véi ngai
do.”

“T6t. VAy tdi cd thé vao nha bép gap chi ta dugc khong?”

Rose chét khiép khi nghe 101 dé nghi ay.

“0 khdéng thua ngai, chuyén dé khong thé dugc. Gladdie hay
hoang sg'lam.”

Sau khi ban bac vé nhitng khé khan, cudi cung van dé da duoc
gidi quyét. Mot cudc gip bi mat sé& duoc sip xép & chd cé nhiéu bui
ram. O do, Lawrence da gip cd Gladdie hay lo 4u, ma anh mo ta
hét nhu ch thd sa bay hon 13 gidng con ngudi. Phai mat mudi
phtt trdn an thi ¢d gai run nhuw ciy sdy kia mdi l1én tiéng rang cd
dy khong thé — khong nén, rang c6 iy khdng nghi Rose lai ban
dng minh nhu thé, rang du sao cd Ay ciing khong muén 1am hai
ai ca, va co Ay s& bi b Pratt la mang néu chang may ba 4y nghe
dugc chuyén nay.

Lawrence hét cam doan thuyét phuc réi lai tdn tinh phinh pho
— cudi cung Gladys mdi dong v noi.

“Xin ngai bao dam 1a s& khong co ai khac biét chuyén nay, thua
ngai.”



“Tat nhién, sé khong ai biét dau.”

“Va em cling sé khong bi dua ra toa.”
“Khong bao gio.”

“Ngai cling khéng ndi lai véi ba cht chi?”
“Tuyét d6i khong.”

”

“Nhung néu chuyén nay dén tai ba Pratt thi...

“Nhat dinh khong. Nao, ndi t6i nghe di Gladys.”

“Ngai bao dam khong cd chuyén gi xay ra dung khong?”

“Chac chan 13 khong. Mot ngay ndo dd co sé vui swdng vi da citu
toi thoat khoi gia treo c6.”

Gladys khé rung minh.

“Oi, thue su' 12 em khéng mudn vay dau thua ngai. Thiét ra em
chi nghe dugc cé chit xiu — hoan toan 1a do tinh co thoi...”

“T6i hiéu.”

“Nhung ma 6ng chl clia em, rd rang 6ng 4y gidn dit lam.
‘Chirng dé nam r6i ma ba con dam dén day hd’ — oOng ndi vay.
‘Pirng xuc pham toi...” Em khong nghe dugc ba kia ndi gi — nhung
mot Iic sau 6ng chd ndi, ‘T6i dit khoat khong dong y — dirt khoat
la khong... Em khoéng nh§ hét — nhung hinh nhu hai bén déu rat
cuwong quyét, ba ta mudn ong cht lam viéc gi dé ma 6ng tw choi.
‘That nhuc nhi khi ba lai mo vé day, 6ng chu nodi. Va ‘Ba khong
dugc gdp nd — tdi cAm...’ T§i day thi em vénh tai 1én nghe. C4 vé
nhw ba dé mudn ndi gi vdi ba chti nén 6ng chu lo so thi phai. Em
nghi tham, ‘Ch, 6ng chu thiét quai la, chang giéng ai. Ma cd thé
néu 16 ra moi chuyén thi 6ng 4y cling chang hay ho gi. La lung



thiét’ Em nghi. ‘ban 6ng déu mot giudc nhu nhau’, sau d6 em ndi
v0i ban trai em. Anh 4y khong dong v ma tranh cai vdi em. Nhung
anh 3y thira nhan rat bat ngo vé dai ta Protheroe — ngudi quan ly
tai sdn ctia nha thd, dng ay lo viéc quyén gdép va chd nhat nao
cling di nha thd doc kinh déu dan hét. Nhung doi ma, may ai hoc
dugc chi? ngd. Em da nhiéu l1an nghe me em ndi vay.”

Gladdie dirng lai th@, con Lawrence khéo 1éo dwa cau chuyén trd
vé khéi diém.

“Co cé nghe thay gi khac niva khong?”

“Da, thiét 1a khé nhd chinh xac thua ngai, nhung chung chung
1a vdy. Ong cht ndi di noi lai, ‘T6i khong tin. Du Haydock ¢ ndi gi
di nita thi toi cling khong tin.’ vay dé.”

“Ong ta noi vay that sao? ‘Du Haydock c6 ndi gi di nita?”

“Da phai. Ong chu ndi do chi 13 mot Am muu.”

“C6 khong nghe ba phu nhan kia ndi gi sao?”

“Chi dén ltc cubi, khi ba 4y ddng 1én di vé va ra dén gin cita so
thi em mdi nghe r3 ba 4y ndi gi. Em muon chét sttng ludn, thiét
d6, em khong bao gi¢ quén dugc. Ba ay bado: ‘T6i mai khoang vao
gi® nay, cé thé 6ng s& chét, cach ndi cia ba ta that ddc ac. Ngay
khi nghe vay, em lién ké lai v4i Rose.”

Lawrence 13y 1am kinh ngac, cht yéu anh tu hoi khong biét cau
chuyén cta Gladys cé thé tin dugc miy phan, vé co ban thi cd
that, nhung anh ngd rang chi ta da thém mam dam mudi vi ¢é vu
giét nguoi kia, dac biét anh nghi ngd tinh chinh xac cta chi tiét
sau cung. Anh nghi rat c6 kha nang dé 1a do cé vu giét ngudi.



Lawrence cam on Gladys, khen ngoi cd ta va bdo dam moi viéc
sé khong dén tai ba Pratt, sau do roi 0ld Hall, long day dam chiéu
nght ngoi.

Cé mot chuyén rd rang, 1a cudc trao doi gitta ba Lestrange va dai
ta Protheroe hoan toan khong ém dep, va cling 1a diéu 6ng ta lo
lang khong mudn dé vo minh biét.

T6i nghi dén ciu chuyén ba Marple ké vé vién quan ly nha thd
véi mot ganh vo 1€ con riéng. Truong hgp nay co tuong tuw khong?
va hon bao gi¢ hét toi tw hdéi Haydock dinh dang gi dén viéc nay?
Ong da cu ba Lestrange khong phai ra lam nhan ching trudc toa.
Ong cling 1am moi cach dé che ché ba ta trudc canh sat.

Haydock s& con bao vé ba ay dén bao gid?

Gid st dng nghi ngd ba ay pham tdi — liéu 6ng co cd bao che
khong?

MOt ngudi phu nit la lung — mdt ngwdi dan ba day sic quyén
rii hét nhu théi nam cham. Du sao chinh t6i cling khong thich y
nghi lién hé ba ta vdi vu an. Trong tham tam toi tw nha, “Khong
thé 12 ba Ay!”

Vi sao?

Thé 1a con tinh trong toi tra 10i: “Vi ba 4y 14 mot phu nit cuc ky
xinh dep va 16i cudn. Vay chi sao!”

N6i nhu ba Marple, trong mdi con ngudi ching ta déu cé qua
nhiéu diéu tran tuc.



Chu’o’ngz O

Vé dén nha muc vy, t6i mdi biét nha minh dang c6 van dé nguoi
an ké 4.

G3p tdi & sanh, Griselda kéo tdi vao phong khach, nuwdc mat
ngan nudc mat dai:

“co 4y sap bd di roi.”

“Ai b di hd minh?”

“Thi Mary chit ai. C6 4y vira bdo véi em.”

Thuc su véi toi tin ndy chang cé gi 13 bi tham ca.

“TOt thoi, chung ta s& tim nguoi gitp viéc khac.”

T6i nghi trd 16i vay 13 hoan toan hgp ly. Nguwdi hau bd di thi
minh tim ngudi mdi théi. Nhung khi hiéu cai nhin trdch mdc ctia
Griselda thi t6i thay lung ting.

“Minh thit vo tAm, Len a. Chang biét lo toan gi ca.”

pung 13 t6i chang hé lo. Thuc sy t6i cdn thdy nhe nhdm vi tir
nay khong phai an banh pudding nudng chay khét va rau ci nau
ntra song na chin nita.

“Em phai tim mot c¢d khac va huan luyén c6 ta nita,” Griselda
tiép tuc ca than.

“Vay minh c6 huan luyén Mary khong?” toi hoi.

“Tat nhién 13 ¢ ch?.”



“T6i nghi chac cé ai dé thy co ta da biét 16 phép thua 6ng thua
ba, nén ho cd gianh giat vi twdng c6 ta hoan hdo. R6i minh xem,
ho sé& that vong ngay ay ma.”

“Khdng phai thé,” Griselda dap. “Em chang thiy cé ai muén
gianh c6 4y ca. Chi l1a do cd ta tu ai vi Lettice bdo c6 ta khong lau
chtii ban ghé cin thin.”

Griselda thudng xuyén cé nhitng phat biéu giy kinh ngac,
nhung 1an ndy nang lai 1am t6i kinh ngac dén muc t6i phai dat
cau hdi. CO Lettice tinh tinh 1ang dang lai can thiép vao chuyén
quan xuyén nha ca va qud tradch ngudi hiu cia ching toi an &
nhéch nhic, 1a diéu kho tin nhat trén doi. Hoan toan khong giong
Lettice mot chut nao.

“T6i khong hiéu chuyén nha chdng ta bui bim thi lién quan gi
dén Lettice Protheroe nhi?”

“Chang lién quan gi c3,” vo toi dap. “B&i thé méi 14 qud dang
minh a. Em mu6n minh ndi chuyén véi Mary, c6 ay dang & trong
bép.”

T6i chang mudn gip Mary vé viéc ndy, nhung t6i chua kip phan
ddi thi Griselda d3 nhanh chdéng day t6i qua canh ctta boc vai len
tuyét day cdm xuong tdi nha bép.

Mary dang got khoai bén bon rira.

“E hem — chao c0,” toi lung tung.

Mary ngudc nhin roi khit miii, chdng néi chang rang.

“Ba Clement bao c6 dinh nghi viéc,” toi tiép.

Gio thi Mary mdi ha co tra 10i bang quo:



“Co nhitng chuyén ma khong phai ai cling chiu dwng hoai
duogc.”

“Co vui long ndi ré hon cé dugc khong?”

“Gi chu?”

“Xin co cho biét chinh xac chuyén gi da 1am c6 budn buc?”

“Tui chi can néi vai cau thoi.” (Qua 1a c6 ta danh gia t6i thap tél)
“0’ day thién ha c rinh mo sau lung tui. Chia mo vo cdng chuyén
ctia tui. Van phong ¢d bui thi mac md gi téi co ta ch’? Néu dng ba
chd khong phan nan thi khong ai duoc quyén noéi. Tui chi lam hai
long 6ng ba thoi la du, tui ndi vay do.”

Mary chua hé 1am t6i hai l1ong chut nao. Tha that t6i ludn ao
wgc phong 6¢ dwoc hoan toan sach s& ngan nap moi sang. Cai 16
phti bui qua loa 4y qua 14 khong 6n. Tuy nhién tdi hiéu diy khong
phai lic néi chuyén ay ra.

“ROi tui con phdi ra toa nita, ding khoéng? MOt ngudi dang
hodng d@ng dan nhu tui phai di*ng hdu mudi hai cha dan dng!
Mudn van veo gi tui thi van ha? Tui ndi cho 6ng biét dd, hoi nao
téi gid tui chua titng & chd ndo ma cé giét ngudi ngay trong nha,
ma tui khong mudn gdp chuyén nhu vay nita.”

“Ta hy vong nhu vdy. Theo quy luat thi chuyén nay rat khé cé
thé xay ra 1an nita.”

“Tui hong tin luat phap chit nado. Ong ta 14 ngudi cé chitc cb
quyén. Nhiéu ngudi nghéo bi tong vo tl chi vi bAn mot con thd —
con 6ng ta thi nudi ca bay chim tri cling cha sao. Bay gi¢ 6ng ta
con chwa duge chon cAt tir té thi con gai dng da téi day ché bai tui
thé nay thé no.”



“Y 0 13 cd Protheroe dén day sao?”

“Tui ti Blue Boar trd vé thi gdp co ta. Trong phong lam viéc do.
‘O, toi dang tim chiéc mii mau vang cda tdi — cai mii be bé Ay,
hom no t6i bo quén & day,’ co ta ndi. ‘A, tui khong thay cai mid nao
cd,’ tui trd 16i. ‘HOm sdng th nam tui don phong thi khong thay
nd.” ‘Nhung t6i ddm chic chi khéng nhin thiy né, c6 ta néi. ‘Chi
dau c6 don phong k¥, dung khong?’ Vira noi cd ta vira 1ay ngon tay
quét vao bé 10 sudi roi dua 1én dom. Tdi hom qua cdnh sat mdi mé
khdéa phong, 1am sao sdng nay tui c6 du thoi gian don hét do
trung bay trén bé xudng ma lau chui cho dugc! Tui ndi vdi co ta,
mién muc su véi vo dng hai 1ong 1a duogc rdi cd a, vay ma cd ta
cudi to rdi vira di ra vira néi, ‘A, nhung chi cé chac ho hai long
khong chir?”

“Ta hiéu,” tdi néi.

“vay dé! Ai ma chang cé ty ai! Tui thé tui da 1Am viéc cat luc vi
6ng ba chii. HE ba cht mudn tui ndu mot mén mdi thi tui 1am lién

N

a.

“Ta chac chan cb 13 ngudi tan tuy,” téi nhe nhang néi. “Nhung
dang 1& co ta phai biét chuyén gi di xdy ra ¢ day hoac la khong
duoc ndi nhw vay vdi tui. Néu ¢ dady ma khong dugc long thi tui di
lién. Khong phai vi tui thém dém xia tdi 10i c¢d Protheroe dau. O
nha co6 ta cé ai ma wa co, tui cho dng biét vy dé. Chang bao gid
biét ndi ‘xin vui long’ hay ‘cdm on’, d6 dac thi lic nao cling liéng
lung tung. Ban than tui chang thay co ta cd cdi gi tot dep nhu cau
Dennis tudng hét. Nhung cb ta 1a loai ngudi cé thé quay miy cau
trai tré nhw choi dé ma.”



Mai hdm hé ndi, Mary r&éi mat khoi déng khoai 1am voé khoai
dang got bay ti¥ tung, roi mot manh vé ban vio mat tdi khién ciu
chuyén phai tam dirng. Tdi vira 1y khin tay chAm mat vira néi:

“C6 c6 nghi minh dang phat y vi nhitng chuyén khong dau hay
khong Mary? Néu c6 nghi viéc thi ba chd s& budn 1am.”

“Vé chuyén nay thi tui khéng cé gi phién long ba chi — va ca
ong nita, thura muc su.”

“A, vay thi c6 cé nghi 13 minh hoi ngéc nghéch khong ch?”

Mary khit khit mi.

“Tui hoi lo lAng vé cudc didu tra v moi thit khac. Con ngudi ta
phai c6 long tu trong ch®. Nhung tui khong mudn lam phién ba
cha.”

“Vay thi 6n roi nhé.”

TOi r6i nha bép thi thiy Griselda va Dennis dang dgi toi ngoai
sanh.

“Thé nao minh?” Griselda hdi.

“CO Ay sé G lai,” t6i thad dai.

“Minh tai 1dm, Len a.”

TO6i cdm thay khong doéng tinh vdi Griselda. T6i nghi minh
chang tai ba gi trong chuyén ndy, bdi theo quan diém cta tdi thi
khong ngudi hau nao té nhu Mary, va 1& ra can phai thay nguoi
méi tot hon. Nhung t6i chi mudn 1am vui long Griselda. T6i ké chi
tiét phan dau 16i phan nan ctia Mary.



“Chang ai nhw cai nang Lettice ndy,” Dennis ndéi. “cd dy khong thé
dé quén mil & day vao th tu dugc, vi hom thit nam c6 iy con doi
mii dén chd chai tennis ma.”

“Ta cfing nghi rat c¢d thé nhw vay,” tdi néi.

“co 4y chang bao gi®¥ nhd minh dé cai gl & dau,” Dennis néi véi
vé tu hao va triu mén day tinh y m3 theo tbi 1a hoan toan khoéng
can thiét. “Ngay nao co ay cling bé quén cai nay cai no.

“MOt nét hap dan khac thudmng,” ti nhan xét.

Dennis khdng hiéu ra 16 chAm choc ay.

“co Ay rat quyén rii,” thang nhéc thé dai. “Ngudi ta cAu hon cd
dy nhiéu 1am, cd 4y bao véi chau nhu vay.”

“Néu nhitng nguoi cau hon cd y 1a dan & lang nay thi toan l1a
b4t hap phdp, vi & day chang cé ai doc than c3,” tdi nhain xét.

“C4 tién s Stone ddy,” Griselda nhay mat.

“HOm no 6ng tién si c6 moi ¢ iy dén xem chd khai quat,” toi
thira nhan.

“Tat nhién 6ng ta cd moi,” Griselda tiép. “Co ay that quyén ri
Len a. Ngay cd nha khao cd héi ddu ma con thay thé.”

“Goi tinh 1am,” Dennis khon khéo néi.

Thé ma Lawrence Redding lai khong may may rung ddng trudc
nhan sic cia Lettice! Tuy nhién Griselda ra vé biét chuyén khi 1y
giai thich diéu nay:

“Lawrence cling thudc loai goi tinh ma. Loai nay luén ludn



thich tip phu n@ lanh lung, néi sao nhi — giéng nhu tin d6 phai
Quaker viy. Em nghi Anne 13 ngudi duy nhat cé thé nam giit dugc
Lawrence. Hai nguoi ho sé khong bao gid chan nhau. Du sao em
cling thay anh ta kha ngu dai. L& ra anh ta cd thé lgi dung Lettice,
minh thiy dé. Theo em, anh ta khong ngd Lettice d€ y dén minh
— vé mat nao dé anh ta rat khiém ton — nhung em thi cdm thay
cb ta co tinh y that.”

“cé Ay khong chiu ndi anh ta diu,” Dennis qua quyét. “Cod iy néi
v0i chdu thé.”

T6i chuwa bao gi® thay Griselda im lang mot cach thuong xot
nhu thé khi nghe nhan xét ctia thang chau.

T6i vao phong lam viéc. Trong tudng tuwgng cua toi, gian phong
nhu van con lang vang diéu gi dé ma mi chét chdc. Tdi biét minh
phai vuot 1én cdm gidc nay, néu khong tdi s& khong bao gid cd thé
lam viéc & day nita. T6i than trong budc tdi cho ban viét. Noi day
Protheroe da tirng ngdi, khuén mat hong hao trang kién va day vé
ty tin, va ciing noi day 6ng ta da bi ban guc. Ké thll cia dng da
ding day, ngay chd t6i dang ding ldc nay...

Va thé 12 — khong con Protheroe nita...

Nay day 14 cay but tirng nam trong tay dng ta.

Trén san nha con 18 md mot vét sAm mau — tham trai san da
dugc mang di gidt, nhung mau da thAm vao thdm khong phai.

TOi rung minh.

“Ta khong thé dung can phong nay,” tdi ndi to. “Khdng thé nao
lam viéc & day.”



Thé roi mat to6i cham phai vat gi dé6 — mot dom xanh sang 16ng
lanh. T6i cdi xudng va trong thdy mot vt nho nhé ndm trén san
gan canh ban. T6i nhat nd 1én.

Toi dang dng nhin cham cham mén dd trong tay minh thi
Griselda budc vao.

“Em quén noéi vdi minh 1a ba Marple mo&i ching ta hom nay an
t6i xong thi dén nha ba iy choi. Pé chau ba iy dudc vui Len a. B3
ay s¢ anh ta budn chan. Em d3 tra 10i ching minh sé dén.”

“Duoc thoi, minh a.”

“Thé minh dang nhin cai gi d6?”

“Co gi dau.”

T6i ndm ban tay lai va nhin vg minh:

“Néu minh khdng thé 1dam ciu Raymond West vui 1én thi han
ciu ta 1a nguoi khé ma 1am hai long ddy minh a.”

“Minh dirng cd 16 bich thé nhé,” vg toi dé mat. Nang bd ra ngoai,
va toi xoe tay ra.

Trong long ban tay tdi 13 chiéc hoa tai bang da lazuli mau xanh
da troi nam hat trai nhé xiu. Pay la mot vat trang sic khac
thuong, va to6i nhd rd minh da tirng nhin thay nd 1an cudi cung &
dau.



Chu’o’ng21

T6i khdng thé néi lic ndo minh cling hét 1dong ngudng md
Raymond West. T6i biét anh ta 13 mot tiéu thuyét gia ndi tiéng
dong thoi 1a nha tho tén tudi. Tho anh ta theo phong cich hién
dai, khong cé 1ay mot chit viét hoa nao. Truyén anh ta thi toan
nhitng nhan vat khd wa va song cudc doi toi tAm dm dam.

Vi ‘di Jane’, tinh thuong mén cia nha van to ra c¢é doi chat ban
phat, anh ta thuong béng gié day la nguoi ho hang cudi cung con
sét lai cla minh. Con ba Marple thi 1Ang nghe chau trai minh néi
chuyén véi vé tng bdc, va néu thinh thodng b nhay mat vi thay
budn cudi thi toi chic chan anh ta cling chang nhan ra.

Anh chang 14p tc xan lai bén Griselda xun xoe. Ho trao doi vé
kich hién dai, roi tir d6 ban tiép vé phong cach trang tri hién dai.
Griselda gia v0 cu0i nhao Raymond West, nhung t6i nghi nang da
thuc sw bi cudn vao cudc troé chuyén vdi anh ta.

Trong sudt cau chuyén (chdn ngit) giita téi va ba Marple, choc
chdc tdi lai lodng thodng nghe anh ta 13p di 1ap lai rang “ba & day
chang khac ndo chon vii cudc doi.” bidu ay cudi cling 1am tdi phat
cdu. Toi budt miéng hoi:

“Anh nghi ching tbi song ¢ day 1a thiéu thon tram bé sao?”

“T6i xem cai lang St. Mary Mead nay chang hon gi chon bun 13y
nudc dong,” Raymond West ve vay diéu thudc 14 va 1én giong hach



dich. Anh ta nhin chiing t6i ch¢ dgi su phan ng, nhung téi nghi
anh ta cé phan thit vong vi chang ai té ra buc minh!

“vi von thé chang hay ho chut ndo dau Raymond,” bd Marple
nhin manh. “Mdt giot nuwdc ao tu khi soi 1én kinh hién vi 13 ca
mot thé gidi song dong day chau a.”

“song nhu thé chi 13 — cho cd séng ma thoi,” tiéu thuyét gia
dap.

“Cudc song ¢ dau cling nhu thé ca, dung khoéng nio?” ba Marple
nai.

“Di cling tv vi minh nhw mot sinh vat ¢ chon bun lay nuéc
dong nay sao, di Jane?”

“Chau a, di nhd trong cuén sich mdi xuat ban ctia chau, chau
c6 viét mot y twong tw nhu thé ma.”

Khong anh chang khon ngoan nao lai mudén ngudi khac trich
dan tac phdm ctia minh dé chong lai minh. Raymond West cing
khong ngoai Ié.

“pidu d6 thi hoan toan khdc,” anh ta ngat 10i.

“Xét cho cung, cudc séng ¢ bat c noi dau ciing déu gidng nhau
c3,” ba Marple diém tinh ndi. “Chau biét dd, con nguoi ta sinh ra
roi 10n 1én — gdp gd nhau — bon chen tranh doat — cuwdi nhau roi
sinh con dé cai...”

“Va cubi cung thi chét,” Raymond West tiép. “Nhung khong phai
bao gio' cling lia doi kém theo gidy chirng tr. C6 khi chét tir lic
dang con song.”

“Nhan thé ndi vé cai chét,” Griselda xen vao, “6ng cé biét & day



vilra Xay ra vu &n mang khong?”

Raymond West vung vay diéu thudc 14 nhu dé xua di chuyén
chét chéc:

“Giét ngudi 1 viéce tho bao, téi chang quan tAm.”

Cau nay nghe khong lot tai toi. Nguoi ta ndi ca thé gidi nay ai
cling quan tAm dén chuyén yéu duong — ap dung ciu tuc ngit ay
vao cai chét thi cling khong ai khong quan tdm dén an mang.
Ngudi binh thudng nhu Griselda va toi cé thé chip nhan su viéc,
nhung mdt nha vin nhu Raymond West thi khéng thé nghe tin
nay ma lam ra vé tho ¢ dugc. Tuy nhién, ba Marple di vo tinh to
cdo thang chadu minh: “Sudt bita &n t6i Raymond va t6i khong ban
bac gi khac ngoai chuyén nay.”

“Chdu rat quan tam dén moi tin tic dia phuwong,” Raymond vo0i
noi réi mim cudi vé ban on va khoan dung vdi ba Marple.

“Ong cd y kién gi khong, 6ng West?” Griselda hai.

“vé mat logic, chi duy nhit mdt ngudi cé thé giét Protheroe,”
Raymond West lai ve vay diéu thudc 14.

“Ai c0?” Griselda hoi.

Chung t6i chdm chu bam lay tirng 10i ctia anh ta vdi vé tang
boc.

“Muc su chi? ai,” Raymond chia ngdn tay vé phia toi ra chiéu két
tOi.

T6i kinh ngac ha hoc mom.

“Tat nhién t6i biét muc suw khong giét nguoi,” anh ta ndi. “cCudc
doi khong bao gi® nhu ta mong mudn. Nhung c® nghi vé tan



tham kich ma xem — ngudi quan ly tai san nha thd bi muc su sat
hai ngay trong nha muc vu. Qua thich hop va tuyét voil”

“Nhung dong co' 1a gi mdi dugc?” toi gang hoi.

“Al Pidu nay that thd vi.” Anh ta ngoi thang 1én, dé roi diéu
thudc. “La do mac cam tu ti, t6i nghi thé. T6i mudn viét truyén vé
vu nay. C4 thé da qua nhiéu @c ché. Mac cAm don nén ngay nay
sang thang no, nam no dén nam kia. Ong ta trong thay nguoi dan
ong dy nam gift cong quy nha thy — mang né 1én ban thd — trong
cac budi hop mat cua tin hitu — cac cudc da ngoai ctia ddi dong ca
nam. Ong ta luon luén ghét ngudi &y — nhung luén phai kiém
ché 4c cAm ctia minh, vi diéu do trai véi tinh than Co Poc. Roi ac
cam 4y c ngdm ngam am i, cho dén mot ngay...”

Anh ta huo tay, con Griselda quay sang toi:

“Minh cé bao gio cam thay giéng nhu thé khong Len?”

“Khong bao gid,” toi that tha dap.

“Thé ma t6i nghe ndéi cach day khong lau muc su d3 rua
Protheroe chét quach di cho xong,” bd Marple binh pham.

(C4i thang quy Dennis! Nhung 1& tit nhién tdi néi thé 13 sai qua
r6il)

“Qua 1a tdi cd noi thé. Tdi biét d6 13 101 ngu xuin, nhung sang
hom &y thuc su t6i qua mét moi vdi 6ng ta.”

“Vay 1a that vong r6i,” Raymond West ndéi. “Vi néu trong tiém
thitc muc su ¢ du dinh ra tay thi muc su sé khong bao gi® ndi vé
6ng ta nhu thé.”

Anh ta thd dai.



“Gia dinh cta toi thé 13 sup d6. €6 kha nang chi 13 mot vu giét
ngudi thong thudong — tén san trom tra thu, dai loai thé.”

“Chiéu nay c6 Cram vira dén tham t6i,” ba Marple noi véi
Griselda. “Toi gdp c6 4y trong lang va moi co ay dén tham vuon
nha t6i.”

“Co Ay yéu vudn tuge 1am sao?” vg toi hoi.

“T6i khdng nghi thé,” ba Marple kh& nheo mat, “nhung cd ¢
thay dé 14 co hoi tuyét voi dé cd dy tan chuyén khong?”

“Ba nghi gi vé cb ay?” Griselda ndi tiép. “Theo tbi thi c6 ta khong
té lam dau.”

“Cod ta tw nguyén ké 16 d4 moi chuyén — thuc sy 13 d0 moi
chuyén trén doi,” ba Marple dap. “vé ban than va ho hang than
thich. Hinh nhu ho hang c6 4y chang con ai, hoic & tdn An Po.
That ddng budn. A, cudi tuan nay cd ta don dén Old Hall day.”

“Vay u?”

“Phai, hinh nhu ba Protheroe maoi c6 ta — hay c6 ta goi y ba ay
cling chang rd. Pé 1am thw ky gitip ba 4y — rat nhidu thw tir phai
gidi quyét. Héa ra lai may cho cd ta vi tién si Stone di vang nén cd
ta chang cé viéc gi ma 1am. cudc khai quit vira roéi qua 13 sdi
dong.”

“Stone a?” Raymond hoi. “La nha khao c6 phai khong?”

“Pbung roi, 6ng ay dang tién hanh khai quat di chi trén dat nha
Protheore.”

“Ong 4y cr lam,” Raymond néi. “Mot nhan vat xuit ching trong
Iinh vuc khao c6. Cach day khoéng 1au t6i da an t6i va trd chuyén



cung Ong ta, rat tha vi. To6i phai tim gip 6ng ay mdi dugc.”

“Rui thay 6ng ay di di London,” toi ndi. “Ma hoi chiéu anh di
cham tran dng ta ¢ nha ga day.”

“T6i cham phai muc su thi c6. Muc su di véi mot nguoi béo Iun
— mang kinh ay.”

“Pbuing roi — 1a tién si Stone.”

“Nhung thua muc su kinh mén — dé khong phai 13 Stone.”

“Khong phai la Stone sao?”

“pd khong phai 1a nha khao c6. Tdi biét 6ng Stone rat rd. Khong
phai 1a Stone — hoan toan khong giong mot chiit ndo.”

Chung t6i tr6 mat nhin nhau, riéng tdi nhin chdm chim ba
Marple.

“Quai la,” tdi néi.

“Chiéc vali,” ba Marple tiép.

“Nhung tai sao chr?” Griselda hoi.

“Chuyén nay lam t6i nhd cé 1an mot ngudi gia dang nhan vién
kiém soat hé théong khi d6t dén lang ta,” b Marple 14m bam. “Han
ta cling da vd dugc mot mé nho nhd.”

“MOt tén lira ddo,” Raymond West néi. “Cha, bay gid su viéc bat
diu thu vi day!”

“Van dé 13 cd lién quan gi dén vu muu sat khong?” Griselda hoi.

“Khong nhat thiét, nhung...” T6i nhin ba Marple.

“MOt viéc quai la,” ba ndi. “Lai thém mot viéc quai la.”

“Vang,” t6i dap roi dom ding 1én. “Toi thay can phai bdo chuyén
nay vdi ong thanh tra ngay 1ap tic.”



Chu’o’ngzz

Khi toi lién lac vdi Thanh tra Slack qua dién thoai, 6ng ta ra 1énh
cho t6i mdt cach ngin gon va ditt khoat. Khong duge loan tin don,
dac biét khong dé 16 cho cd Cram biét. bong thoi sé tién hanh diéu
tra ve chiéc vali & gan chd khai quat.

Griselda va tdi trd vé nha, long day phan khich trudc dién bién
mdi ndy. C6 mat Dennis nén ching t6i khong thé trao doi vdi
nhau nhiéu hon, vi ching t6i dd htta chac nhu dinh déng cot vdi
6ng thanh tra 1a khong hé moi cho bat ¢t ai biét chuyén nay.

Dennis dang cd diéu gi d4 rat boi rdi. Thang bé budc vao phong
lam viéc cua tbi, nhac 1én dat xuéng hét vat nay dén vat khac, bon
chon budc téi bude lui day lo au.

“Co chuyén gi thé Dennis?” toi hoi.

“Chau khong mudn theo nganh hang hai nira.”

T6i thay bat ngd. TU trudc téi nay thang bé van ludn kién quyét
vé viéc chon nganh nghé.

“Nhung chau thich nganh d6 cd ma.”

“vang, nhung gid thi chdu da doiy.”

“Vay chau muon lam gi?”

“Chau muon vao nganh tai chinh a.”

T6i cang ngac nhién hon.



“Y chau la sao — tai chinh 4?”

“pung thé. Chau mudn 1én thanh pho.”

“Nhung Dennis 01, ta bdo ddm chau s& khong thich cudc song &
dé dau. Ngay ca khi ta tim dugc cho chau mot nhiém s& & ngan
hang...”

Dennis bdo rang y né khong phai viy. N6 khdng mudn vao 1am
& ngan hang. T6i ben hoi dich xac 12 né mudn gi, va tat nhién
ding nhu tdi nghi, thang bé thuc sw khdng biét.

‘Vao nganh tai chinh’, theo cu cdu don gian cé nghia 1a lam
gidu nhanh chéng. Véi tinh lac quan ctia tudi tré, né nghi rang c
1én thanh phd’ thi chic chan s& gidu to. Tdi ¢d hét sttc nhe nhang
1am cho thang bé tinh ngd trudc v nghi ngd nghé Ay.

“piéu gi di khién chdu nghi nhu vay?” t6i hoi. “Chdu di hai
long véi viéc chon nganh hang hai dén thé co mal”

“Ch4u hiéu thua bac, nhung gid chdu nghi rang ngdy nao dé
chau sé 13p gia dinh — vy chiu 13 mubn cwéi vg thi phai gidu bac
Len a.”

“Thuc té sé chitng minh ly thuyét cia chau 1a sai.”

“Chdu biét — nhung c6 gai 1a cd that. Y chau 1a mot c6 gai da
quen song sung tuc.”

Loi 18 that mao hd, nhung t6i nghi minh hiéu thiang chdu dinh
noi gi. TOi tir ton bao:

“Chau a, cac cb gdi khac khong nhu Lettice Protheroe dau.”

Thang bé 14p tic sing co:

“Bac that khong cdng bang vdi Lettice. Bic ghét cd &y, ca



Griselda cfing vay. Bac 4y bao minh chan Lettice.”

Ping vé cadi nhin cia phu ni thi Griselda hoan toan cé ly.
Lettice qua 1 ddng chan. Tuy nhién t6i hiéu rd mot chang trai cé
thé buc bodi vé cach danh gid nay.

“Gid ma thién ha biét thong cAm mdt chat xiu. Tai sao ngay ca
bon nha Hartley Napier ciing di réu rao khap noi vé co ay vao lic
nay co chir! Ma chi vi c6 ay roi cudc choi tennis hoi sém mot chut
thoi. Lam sao c6 4y cd thé & lai khi c¢6 4y dang budn chan? Co ay
bo vé 1a hoan toan chinh dang, chau nghi thé.”

“Hoan toan dung,” tdi néi, nhung Dennis chang hé nghi ngd toi
c6 &c y. NO con mai bat binh sdi sting suc gitum Lettice.

“Co ay thuc su khong chi nghi dén ban than dau bac a. HOm no
chinh c6 4y bao chau & lai choi tiép. Puong nhién chiu cling
mudn di, nhung cd dy khong dong v va ndi rang nhu thé 1a khong
phai vdi nha Napier, vi thé dé cd 4y vui 1dong chdu di & lai thém
muoi lam phuat nita.”

Quan diém cta bon tré vé tinh khong ich ky qua 1a rat ky quic..

“Biy gid' chdu nghe noi Susan Hartley Napier di dén diu cling
réu rao 1a Lettice X s’ qua t0i té.”

“Néu ta ma 1a chu thi ta chang lo 1ang 1am gi,” t6i néi.

“Moi viéc déu tot thoi, nhung ma...”

Thang bé dot nhién ngirng lai.

“Vi Lettice chdu — chéu c6 thé 1am tat ca.”

“RAt {t ngudi trong ching ta cd thé 1dm moi diéu cho ngudi
khac,” t6i ndi. “Chung ta cang mong mudn lam bao nhiéu thi cang



bat luc bay nhiéu.”

“Chau chi mudn chét di cho réi,” Dennis ndi.

Thuong cho thang bé. chuyén yéu duong tré con qua 13 cin
bénh nguy hiém chét ngudi. Téi chang ddm ndi thém bat ¢ diéu
gl khién Dennis thém c4u kinh ndi xung ma chi chic né ngli ngon
roi vé phong minh.

Sang hom sau, khi xong 18 tAm gid, tdi quay vé thi thay Griselda
dang ngdi ¢ ban an vdi 14 thw dd ma trén tay. Thu cia Anne
Protheroe.

GRISELDA THAN MEN,

T6i sé rat biét on ba va muc su’ néu trua nay éng ba dén dung
bita tai nha toi. Pa cd viéc hét sirc la lting xdy ra, va toi cdn muc
su’ Clement gitp y kién. Xin dirng dé cap chuyén nay khi dén nha
nhé, vi toi khéng hé ndi cho ai biét ca.

Tinh than,

ANNE PROTHEROE.

“Tat nhién la ching ta phai di,” Griselda bao.

T6i dong v.

“Khong biét cé chuyén gi minh nhi?”

TOi cling dang tu hoi thé.

“Minh biét khong Griselda,” t6i ndi, “Anh cam thay vu an nay
chua thuc su két thic dau.”

“Y minh 1a cho dén khi n3o hung tht chua sa ludi u?”

“Khong phai. Anh khdng néi vay. Theo anh con rat nhiéu uan



khic va day mo ré ma, biét bao 1a diéu cAn 1am sang to thi méi
tim ra sy that.”

“La nhitng viéc that ra khong quan trong nhung lai gay can tré,
ding khong minh?”

“Phai, thé 12 minh di hoan toan hiéu ddng y anh.”

“Ch4u nghi moi nguoi dang lam am T moi chuyén,” Dennis vira
nhdn mot it mt cam vira gop chuyén. “Ong gia Protheroe ay chét
13 dang doi. Chang ai wa 6ng ta ca. 0, chau biét gid thi canh sat bat
dau lo lang — nhuwng maic ké ho, ban than chdu mong 14 ho sé&
chang bao gi®¥ tim ra th pham. Chau ghét nhin thay Slack duoc
thang chic, di dau ciing vénh vang khoe m& rang ta day tai gidi
1Am.” Tdi cling d0 tran tuc dé tan thanh v kién vé viéc thing chitc
cua Slack. MOt con ngudi di dén dau cling lam ngudi khac buc
minh thi khong hy vong gi dugc moi ngudi yéu mén!

“Bac si Haydock cling nghi gin giong nhu chau,” Dennis tiép.
“Ong ay s& khong bao gid to cdo ké sat nhan, dng 4y ndi nhu vay
deé.”

Y kién cia Haydock that nguy hiém, tdi nghi. BAn thin nhitng v
kién 4y xem ra hop 1y, nhung lai tdc dong khong hay doi vdi bon
tré khién chung suy nghi léch lac, mic du ban than Haydock
khong hé mudn vay.

Griselda nhin qua ctfa sd va nhan ra ddm phdéng vién dang &
trong vudn nha.

“Em nghi ho lai chup anh ctfa s6 phong lam viéc diy,” vg toi
vira noi vira thé dai.

Chung t6i d3 qua kho s& vi viéc nay. Thoat tién 14 théi hiéu ky



cia dan lang — mot ddm an khong ngoi roi ¢t sam soi dom ngo.
Ké tiép 1a canh nha bio trang bi may anh, va din lang lai cham
cham theo ddi ho. Cudi cung chung t6i phai mdi mot canh sat tir
Much Benham vé canh gac vong ngoai nha muc vu.

“cha,” toi ndi, “sdng mai dua tang roi. Chic chan sau dé dan
tinh sé bat soi suc.”

Khi dén 0ld Hall, tdi nhan ra & dé ciing cé mot so phéng vién dang
lang vang quanh nha. Ho x4p lai bat chuyén véi di moi thac mac
ma t6i chi dap lai duy nhait mdt ciu, rang “Toéi chang cé gi dé néi.”
(Chung t6i thay tot nhat nén lam thé.)

Chung t6i dugc ngudi hau duwa vao phong khach. Hda ra trong
phong da c6 cd6 Cram — hinh nhw c6 dang rat phan khéi.

“Ong ba ngac nhién 1dm ha?” c6 vira bat tay chung tdi vira néi.
“Em khong hé nghi ra diéu ndy, nhung ba Protheroe ti t& lam. TAt
nhién mot d¥a con gai nhu em ma song mot minh & noi nhu Blue
Boar véi ddm nha bdo va di moi chuyén nhu vay thi dau cé hay
ho gi. Nhung em cling dau phai 1a loai khong lam duoc viec — vao
ltc nay ba Ay rat can nguwdi 1am thu ky ma cd Protheroe thi ¢
giup gi dau, dang khong?”

T6i budn cudi nhan ra moi hiém khich cli gitta c6 Cram vdi
Lettice van con dai ding, nhung hinh nhw cd ta di trd thanh
ngudi nhiét tinh tng hd Anne. bong thaoi toi cling mudn biét cau
chuyén cd Cram dén 0ld Hall, theo ¢d 1a do Anne dé xult, thuc su
cé dung nhu vay khong! €6 thé ban dau 1a do cd ta khong thich



song mot minh & Blue Boar. Mac dau suy nghi thoang vé viéc nay
nhung ti van khong tin cd Cram ndi that.

Ngay lic ay Anne Protheroe budc vao phong trong bo trang phuc
mau den rat nén ni. Ba cAm td bao cha nhat trao cho t6i véi cai
nhin rau ri:

“TO0i chua tung cd kinh nghiém vé nhitng viéc nhu thé nay.
That kinh khtng. & bubi thim tra, t6i gdp mo6t nha bao. T6i chi
bao minh hét sitc dau budén va khong biét néi gi, roéi anh ta hoi toi
cé lo 1Ang mudn tim ké giét chdng minh khdng, tdi dap ‘C’. Ké
tiép, anh ta hoi toi cd nghi ngd ai khong, t6i tra 161 ‘Khong’. Lai hoi
tdi ¢é nghi 12 thd pham 12 ngudi dia phuong khong, tdi néi chic 1a
nhu vay. Chi cé vay thoi. Vay ma muc su xem nay!” Ngay giita
trang cé dang mot tdm anh, chup it nhat mudi nam trudc — co
troi ma biét ho moi tdm anh ay ¢ dau ra, vdi dong tit 16n:

BA QUA PHU TUYEN BO SE KHONG YEN LONG MOT KHI CHUA TIM
RA KE GIET CHONG MINH

Ba Protheroe, vo' goa ctia nan nhdn bi muu sdt, cho biét nhdt
dinh sé tim ra thi pham & ngay lang nay. Ba c¢é nghi ngo mét s6
ngudi nhung khong doan chdc. Ba cho biét minh da kiét sifc vi
sdu khd, nhung van khdang dinh quyét tdm phdi truy liing bdng
duoc ké sdt nhan.

“Loi 18 nay dau giong ctia t6i phai khong, muc su?” Anne noi.
“T6i ddm chac 12 nd té hon,” tdi vira ndi vira duwa tra td bao.

”
!

“Quan mat day!” ¢co Cram gop 10i. “Em thi mong dam phong

vién ay bam 1ay em ma moi tin.”



ThAy Griselda nhay mat nhin minh, tdi hiéu nang tin cd Cram
sé lam thé that.

B{ta &n trua dd chuin bi xong, va ching t6i ngdi vao ban. Phai
dén gitta bita thi Lettice md&i vé, cd sa vao chiéc ghé trong, mim
cudi vdi Griselda va gat dau chao t6i. Toi cham chu nhin cb bé vi ly
do riéng, trong c6 con lang dang hon moi khi. Cuc ky xinh dep —
phai cong bang thira nhin. €6 van chuwa khodc 4o tang ma van
trang phuc mau ndn chudi 1am tdn nuwdc da trang nuot.

Sau khi chung t6i dung ca phé xong, Anne khé khang ndi:

“To6i mubn noi chuyén riéng véi muc su. Xin mdi muc su vao
phong khach cuta t6i.”

cudi cling thi t6i ciing sap biét dwoc 1y do c@ia 161 mdi hom nay.
T6i dirng day va theo Anne 1én 1du. Pén cra phong ba dirng lai. T6i
vira m& miéng thi ba dua tay ngan t6i ndi. Ba nhin xudéng sanh
dudi nha nghe ngdéng.

“TOt 16i, ho da di ra vuon. Khong — xin dirng vao phong. Chung
ta di thang téi dang kia.”

Mac cho toi ngac nhién, ba ta dua t6i di doc hanh lang dén mé
bén kia ngdi nha, & d4 c6 mot cau thang hep dan 1én ting trén. Ba
budc 1én, va toi di theo. Ching téi dén mot hanh lang 14t van day
bui bAm. Anne mé ctra dua t6i vao tang ap mai rong va toi 10 mo
dugc dung lam nha kho, & d6 chat nhiéu ruong hom, ban ghé cii
hu, vai bic tranh dan ba nguc nd va vo sé do 1at vat thudng chat
trong kho.

Thay t6i ngac nhién, ba ué odi mim cudi:

“Trwdc hét toi phai giai thich, may hom nay toi thudng xuyén



mat ngd. Pém qua — ding hon 13 khoang ba gi¢ sang hom nay,
tdi chac chan minh d3 nghe thay cd tiéng ngudi di lai trong nha.
T6i nghe ngdéng mot 1tc roi trd diy ra ngoai xem cd gi khong. Ra
tdi dau cau thang, t6i nhan thay tiéng dong khong phat ra ti nha
dwdi ma tir trén vong xuong. Toi di doc dén cudi hanh lang va lan
nira t6i nghi minh di nghe tiéng dong. TO6i lién goi vdi 1én, ‘Ai trén
do vay?’, nhung khong cd tiéng tra 16i, roéi sau do tdi khong nghe
thay gi nita. Vi thé t6i nghi chic than kinh minh bi chip mach,
thé 13 toi trd vé phong.

“Tuy nhién sang sdm hom nay, toi lén trén nay — don gian la
vi t0 mo. Va tdi di tim thay cai nay!”

B3 cui xuéng cAm mot bic tranh dwa Up vao tuwong va xoay né
vé phia toi.

T6i ha h6c mdm kinh ngac. b6 12 mdt bitc chan dung bang son
dau, nhung khudn mait da bi rach nat khéng thé nhan dién duoc.
Ngoai ra, rd rang 1a vét dao con mdi nguyén.

“Ky la that,” toi néi.

“Ky la qua phai khong? Muc su cé nghi ra 10i gidi thich nao
khong?”

Toi 1ac dau.

“Qua 1a mot hanh vi doc 4c ma toi khong thich chit nao. Co vé
nhu dugc thuc hién trong con gidn dit cudéng dién.”

“Vang, t0i cling nghi ding nhu thé.”

“Chan dung cta ai vay?”

“Toi khong biét, vi trudc day todi chua tirng trong thay nd. Khi toi



két hon vdi Lucius va vé day sdng thi tat cad nhitng th® nay da
nam trén gac mai roi. Téi chang bao gid dé y dén ching.”

“La that,” toi nhan xét.

T6i khom ngudi xudng xem xét nhitng bic tranh khac. €4 thé
tim thay rat nhiéu th — tranh phong canh loai xoang, tranh in
diu va mot vai bic tranh chép 16ng trong loai khung ré tién, ngoai
ra khong cé gi khac dang gid. Mot chiéc ruong 16n kiéu co, loai
trude day thudng goi 12 hom’ cé khac bén ngoai hai mau tu E.P.
T6i gid nap ruong, bén trong trong rong.

“Qua 13 chuyén hét sic ky quac,” toi ndi. “M3a cling that — vo
nghia.”

“vang,” Anne dap. “Lam t6i kha sg¢ hai.”

Chang con gi dé xem, toi theo Anne tré xudng phong tiép khach
cua b3, roi ba déng cra lai.

“Muc su’ nghi téi nén lam gi by gio? Bdo canh sat u?”

TOi ngan ngur.

“C¥ xét theo bé ngoai thi khd ma ndi...”

“Rang viéc nay cd lién quan dén vu giét ngudi hay khong,” Anne
tiép 101. “T6i hiéu, vi thé ma that khé. C¥ nhin ngoai ma xét thi cb
vé nhu hai viéc 4y chang lién quan gi véi nhau.”

“Khong,” t6i ndi, “nhung day lai 1a thém mot biéu Ky La nira.”

Hai chuing t6i ngdi ldng thinh cau may. Ngay sau do toi hoi:

“Gi® ba dinh thé nao?”

Anne ngang dau lén.

“TOi s& song & day it nhat sau thang nita!” Ba ta ndi vé budng



binh. “T6i ghét séng & day, thuc sy téi chang mudn chit nio,
nhung t6i nghi cAn phai 1am thé, bang khong thién ha sé bao to6i
chay trén — vi méic cam toi 16i.”

“Chac chan s& khong ai néi gi dau.”

“0 khong, thé nao ho ciing khdo nhau nhu vay, nhat 1a khi...”
ba ngdp ngirng roi noi ti€p, “khi sdu thang sau t6i sé — két hon vdi
Lawrence.” B nhin vio mat tdi. “Hai chtng tdi khong thé chd doi
1au hon nira.”

“Toi nghi chuyén doé thé nao cling xay ra.”

POt nhién Anne nhu kiét sic; ba dua hai tay 6m 1ay mat: “Muc
st khong hiéu 12 t6i biét on d6ng thé ndo ddu — Muc su khong thé
hiéu. Chdng t6i da chia tay nhau — va chang di ra di. T6i cAm
thdy — cdm thay cai chét ctia Lucius dbi véi t6i khong qua kinh
khtng. Néu chung tbi tinh cting nhau trén di r6i sau d6 6ng ay
mdi bi giét thi gi¢ moi viéc con khung khiép hon. Nhung muc su
da chi cho chung t6i thay thé 13 sai trai, bdi vay toi rat biét on muc
su.”

“TOi cling rat cAm on,” tdi nghiém nghi dap.

“Du sao di nita, néu khong tim ra ké sat nhan thi thién ha s8é
ludn nghi rang d4 1a Lawrence — 0 vang, nhat dinh ho s& nghi
nhu thé.” Ba ding 1én. “Nhat 13 khi chang két hon vdi t6i.”

“Ba thAn mén, ching c& do bac s Haydock cung cip da hét sic
ro rang...”

“Thién ha dau cd quan tdm dén chirng c a! Thdm chi ho con
khong biét dén né nita. Mot 18i chitng phap y di sao cling chang
gia tri gi véi nguoi ngoai. Thém mot 1y do khién toi phai & lai day.



TOi s& tim ra sy that, thwa muc su Clement.” Vira néi, mat ba sang
1én. Ba tiép thém:

“Po 14 ly do t6i moi cd gai kia dén day.”

“C6 Cram a?”

“Vvang a.”

“Vay 1a ba moi c6 ay. Toi mudn noi, dd 13 y ctia ba sao?”

“pung thé. 0, ma that ra c6 ay cling cé than van doéi chut it khi
g3p tdi & budi triéu tap ctia tda. Khdong a, chinh téi d3 mdi co ay
dén day.”

“Nhung ba khong nghi rang c¢d gai ngdc nghéch ay chang ¢
lién quan gi dén t0i 4c nay ca sao?” toi kéu lén.

“Lam ra vé ngdc nghéch thi cuc ky dé thua muc sw Clement.
Mot trong nhitng viéc dé nhat trén doi.”

“vay ba thuc sw nghi rang...?”

“Khong, t6i khong nghi thé. That thi ma ndi 1a khdng. biéu tdi
dang nghi, 1a cd gai nay cé biét chuyén gi d6 — hodc 14 cd thé biét.
T6i mudn tim hiéu c6 ta & cy’'ly gan.”

“Va ngay cai dém cd ta dén day thi bic tranh bi bam nat,” t6i
tram ngam noi.

“Muc su nghi 1a do c6 ta w? Nhung tai sao? €6 vé diéu ay cuc ky
vo 1y va khong thé xay ra duoc.”

“V3i t6i, viéc dng nha bi giét ngay trong phong lam viéc cta toi
cling hét sttc phi ly va khong thé xay ra. Thé nhung né da xay ra
dé thoi!” téi chua chat noi.

“TOi biét.” B4 dat tay 1én vai t6i. “That khung khiép cho muc su.



Maic du khong thudng nhic dén nhung téi van nhan ra diéu dy.”

TOi tho tay vao tdi 14y chiéc hoa tai bang da lazuli xanh biéc va
dua cho ba.

“Co phai ctia ba khong?”

“O vang!” Ba cudi hai 1ong va xde tay ra. “Muc su tim thay & dau
vay?”

Nhung t6i khong dat mon trang sic vao tay ba ma noi:

“Ba vui 1ong cho to6i gitt nd thém it 1au nhé?”

“Vay sao, dugc thoi a.” Trong ba vira ling ting vira cd vé do hai,
nhung t6i khong théa man long hiéu ky cua ba. Thay vao do, toi
quay sang hoi sap tdi ba tinh chuyén tai chinh ra sao.

“Mong ba tht 10i cho cau héi vo phép nay, tdi thuc su khong cé
y gl dau.”

“Toi thay khong cd gi 12 vd phép ca thua muc su. Muc su’ va
Griselda 1a hai nguoi ban than nhat cta toi & day. Toi cling thich
ba gia Marple khoi hai. Lucius rat giau cd, muc su biét day. Ong ay
dé lai tai san cho Lettice va t6i dong déu nhau. Old Hall sé& 13 cta
toi, nhung Lettice duoc phép chon mot s6 do ndi thit dé trang bi
cho mot ngdi nha nho clia cd ay. P& cong bang thi cd Ay dudc
nhan mot khoan tién d€ mua nha.”

“Vay ba co biét ké hoach cd 4y thé nio khong?”

Anne nhan mat hai hudc.

“Co ay khong ndi vdi toi. Theo tdi, cd Ay s& roi khoi noi nay cang
sdm cang tot. C6 4y khong thich tdi — chwa bao gid, mac du toi
ludn co gang t té véi cd dy, nhung du sao dé ciing 1a 15i cta toi.



Toi nghi chang cd gai ndo lai yéu quy ba me ké tré tudi ca.”
“Nhung ba c6 quy c6 ay khong?” t6i hdéi huych toet. Anne
Protheroe khong tra 15i ngay, diéu dé khién t6i tin rang ba 13 mot
phu nit hét sitc chan that.
“Ban dau thi cd,” ba dap. “Lettice 1a c6 bé rat xinh dep. Con bay
gi® thi khong. T6i khong hiéu vi sao nita, cd 1& 1a do cd 4y khong
wa toi. Toi mubn dugc ngudi khac yéu quy minh, muc su biét day.”

“Ai cling thé ca,” téi noi, va Anne Protheroe mim cudi.

TOi con mot viéc nita phai lam, 1a tim cach néi riéng vai cau vdi
Lettice. Ciing dé thdi, t6i bat gip cd bé ngdi mot minh trong phong
khach 16n trong khi Griselda va Gladys Cram dang & ngoai vuon.
T6i budc vao va khép cira lai. “Lettice a, ta cé chut viéc mudn ndi
véi con.”

Lettice thd o nhin 1én:

“Gi thé muc su?”

TOi dwa chiéc hoa tai xanh da trdi ra va than nhién héi: “Sao
con lai danh roi vat nay trong thu phong cta ta?”

Trong khoanh khac cd gai ngd ngudi ra — nhung cd tran tinh
nhanh dén ndi chinh tdi cling khong ngod. €6 dap: “Con khong hé
danh roi vat gi trong van phong ctia muc su ca. Khong phai cta
con ma la cia Anne.”

“Ta biét.”

“A, vay sao muc su lai hdi con? chac chan 1a Anne danh roi né.”



“T’ hom x4y ra an mang dén nay ba Protheroe chi vao thu
phong clia ta cd mot 1an; ba 4y mic d6 tang va nhu vy khong thé
mang hoa tai mau xanh duoc.”

“Trong truong hop 4y, con nghi ba ta d3d danh roi trudec doé,”
Lettice noi. “Hoan toan hgp ly.”

“Rat hop ly,” toi tiép. “Ma tinh cod con c6 nhd me ké con mang
hoa tai nay lan cudi vao liic nao khong?”

“Oil” €6 gai ling ting nhin t6i chdm cham khodng chut nghi
ngd. “Cé quan trong lam khong muc su?”

“cé thé cd,” toi dap.

“Con s& cO nhd lai xem.” CO ngdi dé nhiu may. T6i chwa bao gi¢
nhin thay Lettice Protheroe yéu kiéu quyén rii nhu Itc ay. “A ding
roi!” bot nhién c6 nodi. “Gid thi con da nhd ra, ba 4y mang né hém
— hom th® nam.”

“Th ndm 13 ngay xay ra vu an,” t6i chdm rai ndi. “HOm 4y ba
Protheroe vao van phong qua ngad khu vuon, nhung néu con con
nhd thi theo 10i chitng ba iy chi di*ng ngoai cra s6 cht khong
buéc vao phong.”

“Muc su’ tim thay né & dau?”

“N6 nam 1an 1éc dudi gAm ban viét.”

“C4 thé ba ta khong khai ding su that thi sao?” Lettice binh tinh
nai.

“Con dinh noi ba ay budc vao phong va ditng canh ban viét u?”

“A, c6 thé 13 nhu vy, dung khong muc su?”

C6 binh than nhin vio mat tdi roi diém tinh néi tiép:



“Néu muc s mudn biét thi con xin ndi con khéng tin ba ta da
khai that.”

“con ta ciing biét con khong néi that not, Lettice a.”

“Muc su ndi gi vay?”

CO gidt minh hodng hot.

“Y ta 1a 1an cudi cung ta nhin thay chiéc hoa tai nay la vao ngay
thit sau, khi ta dén day clung dai td Melchett. N6 nam ca doi trén
ban trang diém cta me k& con. ThAm chi ta d3 cAm ca ddi 1én
xem.”

“Oi...I” C6 gdi td vé nao nung, roi dét nhién vit minh xudng
thanh ghé va da khdc nitc nd. Mai téc ngan xinh dep cta cb ril
xudng gan cham san. Mot dang dap la lung — dep va thiéu kiém
ché.

T6i 1ang thinh dé mac cd gai nic nd mot lic réi mdi nhe nhang
cat tiéng:

“Vi sao con lai lam vay, Lettice?”

“Sao a?”

Co gai ding phat 1én, hung han hit nguwgc mai téc ra sau. Trong
c6 that dit doi — kinh hoang nita 1a khac.

“Y 6ng 1a sao chu?”

“piéu gi khién con 1am nhu vay? Vi ghen ti? Vi ghét bd Anne?”

“Oi — 06i! bung vay.” 6 lai hat nguoc téc 1én va cd vé nhu hoan
toan 1ay lai binh tinh. “Phai, muc sw muon goi dé 1a ghen tudng
cling dugc. Con ludn ghét Anne, thAm chi ngay tir khi ba ta mdi vé
1am ba hoang ba chua trong cai nha nay. Con di dé mén d6 chét



tiét 4y dudi gdm ban véi hy vong s& khién cho ba ta gip rac roi.
Chuyén 4y 18 ra s& thanh cdng néu nhu muc su khoéng xen vao,
khong s mé cac thi trén ban trang diém ctia ba dy. DAu gi thi gi,
di gitip ddm canh sat chang phai 13 viéc cila ngudi tu hanh dau.”

MOt con boc phat day han hoc nhung tré con, téi khong dé bung
lam chi. Thuc sy luc nay trong c¢d ding 13 mot dira bé con rat dang
thuwong. NO luc bao tht Anne theo 16i tré con cia c6 c6 vé khé ma
dugc thuc hién mot cach nghiém tdc. Toi ndi vdi co bé nhu vay va
thém rang tdi s& tra chiéc hoa tai lai cho Anne ma khdng ndi
minh da tim thay nd & diu. Lettice c6 vé kha cam ddng vé diéu
nay, c6 bao: “Muc su’ tir té qua.”

CO6 ngap ngirng gidy 1au, réi van ngoanh mat di, c6 vira than
trong lwa tirng cau chix:

“Thua muc su Clement, néu con ma la muc su, con nhat dinh
— nhat dinh phai cho Dennis sém r&i khéi noi nay. Con nghi —
con nghi nhuw thé sé& t6t hon.”

“Dennis 4?” t6i nhuén may, kha bat ngd 1an chut thich thu.

“Con nghi nhu thé sé tot hon.” C6 néi thém, van vdi vé nguong
nghiu: “Con xin 10i Dennis. Con khong nghi rang ciu dy — du sao
con cling rat tiéc.”

Pén dé thi chung tdi dirng lai.



Chu’o’ng23

Trén dudng veé nha, tdi dé nghi Griselda di vong qua chd khai quat.
T6i néng long mudn xem canh sat di vao cudc chua va da phat
hién dugc gi. Tuy nhién Griselda con nhiéu viéc ¢ nha phai lo, vi
thé toi di mot minh.

TOi gap canh sat Hurst dang lam nhiém vu & dd. Anh ta bao:

“Chua c6 manh moi nao hét muc su a, nhung tui nd chi cat
gidu & day thoi.”

Thoat tién anh ta 1am t6i hoi ling ting vi phat Am tr ‘cat giau’
thanh ra ‘bat git?™*, nhung roi tdi 1ap tic hiéu anh ta muodn néi gi.

“Tui néi muc su nghe nha, cai ba ché kia con di chd nao khac
khi dé rirng theo dudmg mon nay! Pudng nay dan tdi nha ong
Protheroe, ddi téi day nita, diang hdng?”

“Ta nghi cé 1€ Thanh tra Slack khong them lam mot viéc don
gian 13 truc tiép thim van cd Ay dd thoi,” tdi dap.

“Ong khéng muén 1am cb kia hodng so,” Hurst néi. “Nhitng gi
cd ta viét cho Stone cfing nhw 6ng kia viét cho cb ta cd thé gitp tim
ra manh moi — nhung mot khi c6 ta biét y dinh ctia tui tui thi co
ta sé im lang gidu giém nhu dzdy dé.”

Hai chi® cudi nay, Hurst lai phat Am thanh ‘gi d&, nhung ban
than téi lai ngd c¢d Gladys Cram chang bao gi&¥ biét im lang theo
kiéu anh canh sat ndy md ta. Khong thé hinh dung khac hon 1a



Iic nao ¢ gai nay ciing vao 10 tai ra 16 miéng.

“Khi m6t nguoi 1a tén ltra dao thi ta phai biét vi sao nd Itra dao
ch,” canh sat Hurst 1én mat ké ca.

“puong nhién roi,” toi nai.

“va phai tim cho ra ciu tra 15i & chd khai quat nay né — hoic &
cho khéc, coi tai 1am sao thang d6 nd quay tung nhu vay!”

“Phai do, raison d’etre vé viéc dng ta c¥ lang vang ¢ day,” toi goi
y, nhung may chi tiéng Phap ay la qua sic vién canh sat. Vi
khong hiéu, anh ta tra diia bang giong lanh lung:

“pung 14 ngudi hong hiéu biét gi rao troil”

“Dut sao anh van chua tim ra chiéc vali ma,” téi ndi.

“Nhat dinh tui tui s& tim ra cho coi. Chac chan ludn.”

“Ta d3 suy nghi vé chuyén nay va thiy khong cé gi chic chan,”
t6i ndi. “Ba Marple cho biét chi mot 1at sau 1a c6 Cram trd ra tay
khong. Trong trudng hop dé, c6 ta khong da thoi gian dé vao dén
day roi tré ra.”

“Muc su dirng tin 101 may ba gia. Khi ho dang to mo diéu gi va
héng hét chd thi thdi gian tréi nhanh 1Am. M3 du sao thi dan ba
chang bao gi¥ biét ddng gid.”

T6i thudng tuw hdi vi sao thién ha chuyén gi cling thich khai
quat héa nhi! Sy khai quat hiém khi hodc chang bao gi®¥ chinh
xac, va thuong 1a cuc ky khong phu hgp. Ban than t6i cling rat
kém y thitc vé thoi gian (vi thé tdi thudng dé dong hod di nhanh),
con ba Marple thi phai ndi 1a nguwdi hét sic tinh nhay. bong ho
nha ba chinh xac dén tirng phut, con ban than ba viéc gi cling



ding gi® ram rap. Tuy nhién, t6i khdng cé y dinh tranh cii véi
canh sat Hurst vé diém ndy. Tdi chdc anh ta may man roi tam
biét.

Khi vé gan dén nha t6i chot nghi ra mdt diéu. Chi 13 mot giai
phap vira 16e 1én trong dau ch& chang cé gi goi v cho tdi ca.

Quy vi han con nhé ngay sau hdm vu muu sat xay ra, 1an dau
tién khi toi di tim kiém con duong mon, t6i dd nhin thay nhitng
bui cay bi gidm rap & chd no. biéu dé chitng té — hodc do toi nghi
Iic &y — ching da bi Lawrence gidm 1én, ké tiép tdi cling budc qua
khién ching nga rap xuong.

Nhung t6i nhé sau d6 anh ta va t6i lai tim ra mdt 16i mon khac
nho hon, 1a 16i Thanh tra Slack di qua. Nghi tdi do, toi lai nhd rd
nhv in rang 16i mon diu tién (ma Lawrence di qua) dé nhan ra
hon 16i di th& hai rat nhiéu, nghia 1a da cé hon mot ngudi ting di
qua 16i mon Ay. Tdi nghi ¢ thé ban dau diéu dé da giy su chu v
cho Lawrence. Giad st 16i mon nay 1a do tién si Stone, néu khong
thi cling do c6 Cram tao ra thi sao nhi?

T6i nhd lai, hodc nghi rang minh dd nhd, & chd dy cé mot so
ciy gdy, canh 14 da héo kho. Néu ding nhu thé thi 16i mon nay
khong thé mdi duge hinh thanh ngay budi chidu ma chung téi di
tim kiém.

T6i di dén chd dy. T6i dé dang nhan ra 16i mon va mot 1an nita
vach cic lum cdy ma budc téi. LAn nay t6i nhan ra cé nhiéu
nhanh cdy gdy con tuwoi. C6 ai dé da di qua 16i nay sau Lawrence
va toi.

Chang mAy chdc toi dén chd trudc day toi bat gap Lawrence, tuy



nhién 16i mon con dan di xa hon, va tdi tiép tuc 1an theo. Bit ngd
16i di m& ra mot khodng rirng thwa nhé c¢é dau hiéu vira cd nguoi
di qua. Toi goi 1a khodng rirng thua vi dén day cac bui cay tang
thap da thuwa din nhung trén cao van con nhitng tang cay 16n, va
toan bd khoang tréng nay mdi bé chi rong khoang vai thudc ma
thoi. @ mot phia khac thi cac bui cAy vAn moc um tum, va rd rang
la gdn day khong cd ai m& dudng di qua 16i ay, tuy nhién hinh
nhu c6 mot cho bui cay bi x0 1éch.

T6i quy g0i, dung hai tay vet bui rAm ma3 tién tdi. On troi, mot
vat mau nau sang l1ap lanh xuit hién. T6i ham ha tho tay vao bui,
va phai khé khin 1Am mdi 16i ra dwgc mot chiéc vali nhé mau
nau.

Thanh cong roi! T6i kéu 1én dic thang. DU bi cadnh sat Hurst 1am
b& mat thi t6i van chitng t6 dugc 1y 1& ctia minh 1a ding. Khong
nghi ngo gi nita, day chinh 13 chiéc vali c6 Cram mang vao. Toi
thtr lay yém khda, nhung nd da bi khda chat.

vira ditng 1én, t6i nhin ra mo6t manh tinh thé nhé mau nau
nau nam dudi dat, bén may mdéc nhit né 1én cho vao tdi 4o0. ROi
nam chit quai chiéc vali, tdi lAn budc tré lai 161 mon.

Khi tdi dang budc 1én buc tréo dé vuot qua tudng vao dudng
lang thi mot giong ndi diy phan khich vang 1én sat bén toi:

“O! Muc su tim ra roi day a, muc su’ Clement! Muc su cir that!”

Phai thAm céng nhan rang vé viéc chua nhin thidy ma da doan
ra thi chang ai sdnh ndi ba Marple. Tdi vung vay vat tim thay qua
hang rao gitta hai chung toi.

“Pung 1a cai nay,” ba noi. “Du & dau t6i cling nhan ra ngay.”



Vé khoan dé thi ba hoi phdng dai, toi nghi. Loai vali bdng loang
ré tién nay thi cd ca ngan cai gidéng hét nhau. @ mot khodng cach
xa dudi anh trang, khong ai cé thé phan biét cai nao ra cai nao.
Thé nhung tdi hiéu toan bd vu viéc chiéc vali nay 1a chién cong
dac biét ctia ba Marple, va thé nén ba xirng dang dugc tha thi¥ vi
cai chi tiét cuong diéu nho nho ay.

“vali bi khoda phai khong muc su Clement?”

“Phai. T6i mang ndp cho canh sat ngay day.”

“Muc su c¢é nghi goi dién thoai thi tot hon khong?”

Tat nhién khong nghi ngd gi niva, goi dién thoai 13 tot hon. Gid
ma xach chiéc vali di vao lang thi chi t6 khién cho thién ha chu y.
Thé 1a t6i md then cra vao vuon roi budc vd nha ba Marple qua
cra hong, va trong can phong khach déng kin cra bat kha xam
pham, t6i dién thoai bao tin.

Thanh tra Slack cho biét dich than 6ng ta s& dén ngay lap tuc,
va khi dén noi dng ta té ra rat git géng:

“Vay 1a chung ta d3 tim ra nd, dung khong? Muc su biét dd, ong
khong duoc tu tién cat git? nd, thua muc su. Néu vi bat ¢ ly do gi
6ng nghi minh biét vat can tim dang duoc gidu ¢ dau thi 1& ra 6ng
phai bao cdo ngay cho nha chic trach ch.”

“chi 1a do ngau nhién,” toi dap. “T6i chot nghi ra.”

“Muc st ndi nghe c y nhu that. Khu rirng rong gan ba phan tu
dam thé nay ma muc su di ngay téi ding chd va tho tay vao 16i nd
ra mdi hay chi!”

L& ra tdi da gidi thich cho Thanh tra Slack hiéu minh di tirng



budc 14p luan ra sao mdi di dén chd 4y, nhung dng ta van quen cai
16i an ndi khién nguwdi khac phat long, vi thé t6i lang thinh.

“Thé nao, theo t6i cling nén xem th& cd cai gi bén trong chw
nhi?” Thanh tra Slack nhin chiéc vali véi vé khé chiu va cd to ra
tho o.

Ong ta mang theo mdt chiim chia khda va mot sgi day thép. O
khda thudc loai ré tién nén chi vai gidy sau da bat mé.

T6i khong biét ching tdi dd mong doi tim kiém th® gi — mot
vat gi ddé cuc ky gdy strng sot, t6i hinh dung thé. Tuy nhién vat dau
tién dap vao mat chung téi 13 mot chiéc khan choang len ké 6
vuong nhdp nhap diu ma. Vién thanh tra nhac né 1én. Tiép dén 13
chiéc 40 khoac xanh thAm da bac mau, cii dén muic khong dung
duoc nira. ROi dén chiéc mi ludi trai ké 6.

“Toan la gié rach,” Slack ndi.

Ké tiép 1a mot doi gidy ci, gét mon vet. Va dudi day vali 1a mot
vat boc trong gidy bao.

“MOGt cai 4o so mi ngd nghinh ch® gi,” Thanh tra Slack vira xé
boc gidy vira chua chat thot 1én. Nhung chi mot gidy sau 6ng ta da
phai dirng hinh vi kinh ngac.

BOi 1€, trong gbi 1a mot vai mon dd bac nho nhé va mot chiéc
dia tron cung loai.

Ba Marple kéu that thanh khi nhan ra chdng.

“Lo dung mudi,” ba ndi. “Lo dung mudi cta nha dai ta
Protheroe, 13 d6 c6 ¢ tir thoi Charles dé nhi, cic dng dd nghe ndi
dén nhitng moén nay bao gi¢ chua?”



Vién thanh tra d6 birng mat mi.

“Ra 13 cai trd ndy,” dng ta ling bung. “An trdm. Nhung chang ai
trinh bdo mat nhitng thi nay, toi lam sao ma biét dugc co chi!”

“C4 thé ho con chua biét minh mat clia,” t6i goi y. “Nhitng vat
quy thé nay, nguoi ta khong dung hang ngay dau, to6i doan thé. co
thé dai ta Protheroe cit ching trong két sat.”

“Toi phai diéu tra vu nay,” vién thanh tra noéi. “Gi¢ t6i dén old
Hall ngay day. Thé 1a di rd vi sao tién si Stone cuia chung ta lai
lanh mat di xa. Nao 13 vu giét ngudi roi chuyén nay chuyén no, y
ta s¢ ching ta nghe phong thanh nhitng hoat dong ctia minh, va
rat c6 kha nang nhitng mén do nay sé bi truy tim. Y vui chuing vao
trong quan 4o roi bdo cb gai mang vao rurng gidu. Mot dém nao do,
y du dinh s& quay lai trong khi cd gai cé mit & diy dé danh tan
moi nghi ngd, vad mang cac th nay di. Cha, thé ma lai hay day,
ching té y ta khong lién quan gi dén vu giét ngudi. Mot vu hoan
toan khac.”

Ong ta tr choi cdc ruogu sherry do ba Marple moi, géi ghém
chiéc vali r6i 1én dudng.

“A, thé 13 da sdng t6 mot bi mat,” téi thd dai ndi. “Slack ndi
dung, khong cé 1y do dé nghi ngd 6ng Stone lién quan dén vu muu
sat. Moi viéc xem nhu hoan toan rd rang.”

“Thuc s cd vé 1a thé,” ba Marple ndi. “Nhung ta khong bao gid
c6 thé chic chan hoan toan, dung khong?”

“Hoan toan thiéu dong co,” t6i luu y. “Ong ta d3 c6 dugc cai
minh can va tim duong chuén.”

“V _ éng.”



RO rang ba Marple khong hoan toan hai long, va tdi to mo nhin
ba. BA vOi dap tra cai nhin do hoi cda t6i vdi vé sot sang ngu v xin
161.

“Chac chan 13 t6i hoan toan sai roi. Vé nhitng thi nay thi tdi dot
1Am. Nhung t6i lai ngd rang — v t6i 1a nhitng mén d6 bac nay rat
quy gid dung khong muc su?”

“Mot mon do cd nay theo tdi cé gia hon mdt ngan bang.”

“T61 mudn ndi — khong phai vé gia tri cua kim loai.”

“Khong, dé 13 didu ngudi ta goi 1a gia tri clia ngudi am hiéu.”

“Y t6i cling dinh ndi thé. Mudn ban nhitng vat nay phai co thoi
gian thu xép, hoac ngay ca khi da thoa thuin roi thi cling khong
thé hoan thanh phi vu mua ban néu khéng gitt bi mat. T6i mudn
noi la — néu vu trom bi phanh phui va gay du ludn, a, thi nhitng
madn nay hoan toan khéng thé mang ra mua ban dugc.”

“T6i van chua hiéu ba mudn ndi gi?”

“TO1 biét 13 minh ndi khong rd rang,” ba trd nén ling ting vé cé
16i. “Nhung theo t6i hinh nhu nhitng vat nay khong phai méi bi
danh cip. Cé thé han ta d3 tinh chuyén danh trdo cic mén nay
bang hang nhai, nhw thé vu trdom méi khong bi phat hién.”

“Qua 1a y nghi rat tai tinh,” t6i ndi.

“Chi c6 mdi mot cach dé thoi, ding khong? va néu ding nhu
vay thi di nhién, nhw muc su ndéi, mot khi viéc danh trdo da duoc
thuc hién trét lot thi sé khong c6 1y do gi ma giét dai ta Protheroe
— hoan toan nguoc lai 13 dang khac.”

“Chinh xac, t6i cling nghi vay.”



“Vang, nhung t6i chi ban khodn thoi — tat nhién 1a toi khong
biét. Pai ta Protheroe thutng hay rao cho moi nguoi biét nhitng
du dinh ctia minh truwde khi thuc sy lam viéc do, nhiéu ltc 6ng ta
khong lam, nhung Ong ta van ndi...”

“Vay sao?”

“Ong ay bao s& nho nguoi dinh gid moi th d6 dac nha minh —
s& mdi ngudi tr London vé. Pé 1am di chiic — a khong, dé 1a khi
qua ddi kia — dé bao hiém cho chdng théi. €6 ngudi khuyén dng
ay nén lam vay. Ong ta ndi nhiéu vé tam quan trong cua viéc dinh
gid nay. Tat nhién t6i khong ro 6ng ay da thuc su thu xép viéc nay
chua, nhung néu 6ng ta da...”

“Tdi hiéu,” tdi ndi chAm rai.

“Tat nhién, khi chuyén gia xem xét cdc moén do bac thi ho sé
nhan ra, ldc ay dai td Protheroe nhd lai da cho tién si Stone xem
cac thir &y — tdi khong biét cd phai ngay lic ay chung bi — ndi thé
nao nhi — bi phtu phép khoéng? Qua khon ngoan — va thé 13, nhu
ong ba ta ndi, sap cd chuyén gay can day.”

“T6i hiéu y ba,” t6i dap. “Theo t6i, ching ta phai tim ra sy that.”

Lan nira t6i lai goi dién thoai, va chi trong vai phut toi da duoc
ndi may dén 0ld Hall d& ndi chuyén vdi Anne Protheroe.

“Khong, khong cd gi nghiém trong diu. Ong thanh tra d3 dén
chua a? A, vay 1a 6ng ay dang trén dudng di. Ba Protheroe a, ba c6
thé cho biét d6 dac trong nha di cd bao gi® dugc dinh gid chua? Ba
nodi sao a?”

CAu tra 151 ciia Anne ngan gon va rd rang. To6i cAm on ba roi gac
may va quay lai phia ba Marple.



“vay la da rd. bai ta Protheroe c6 hen mot ngudi t' London
xudng day vao th® hai — ngdy mai — dé dinh gid do dac. Vi 6ng
ay qua doi nén viéc nay phai gac lai.”

“Thé thi dd cé dong co,” ba Marple nhe nhang ndi.

“Phai, cd dong co. Nhung chi cd thé thoi. Ba quén 1a khi sting nd
thi tién si Stone cling vira gap nhitng ngudi khac, hodc dang budc
qua buc treo dé gap ho sao?”

“Phai, diéu ay ching t6 dng ta ngoai pham,” ba Marple tram
ngam dap.



Chu’o’ng24

Tr& vé nha muc vu thi toi gdp Hawes dang ch¢ trong phong lam
viéc. CAu ta bon chon di di lai lai, va khi toi budc vao ciu ta giat
nay minh nhu thé vira trung tén.

“Xin muc su thi 18i cho em,” ciu ta vo tran. “Pau éc em dang
mudn nd tung ra tirng manh.”

“Ban hifu oi, nhat dinh ciu phai di nghi dé tinh dudng, néu
khong ciu sé bi suy nhugc mat thoi.”

“Em khong thé roi bé nhiém s thua muc su. Khdng, khong bao
gid em lam thé.”

“Ppau cd rdi bd nhiém sé. Cau dang bénh ma. Ta chic chan bac
si Haydock cling dong v vdi ta nhu vay.”

“Haydock — Haydock! Bic si gi ong ta co cht! Lang bam do6t nat
thi c4!”

“TOi nghi ciu bat cong vdi 6ng ay roi. Haydock ludn dugc xem 1a
nguwdi rat cé nang luc vé chuyén mon.”

“0, rat c6 thé dng ta 1a bac s gidi, em ddm noéi thé. Nhung em
khong wa 6ng ta. Tuy nhién dé khong phai chuyén em dinh thua
vdi muc su. Em dén dé xin muc su vui long thay em thuyét gidng
t6i nay. Em — thuc su cam thiy khong dam duong noi.”

“Sao, nhat dinh roi, ta sé 1am 1é thay cau.”



“Khong, khong a, em van mudn td chitc budi 18, em hoan toan
lam duwgc ma. Chi c¢6 diéu, nghi minh ding trén buc gidng trudc
ngan 4y ngudi nhin cham cham...”

CAu ta nham nghién mat va cd sttc kiém nén cdm xuc. RS rang
cé diéu rac rdi 1én dang xay ra véi trg té Hawes. Dudng nhu hiéu y
nghi clia toi, cAu ta mé choang mat va vdi noi:

“That ra chang c6 chuyén gi nghiém trong ca. chi 13 em bi nhdc
dau — nhttc mudn long ca éc thura muc su. Muc su ¢ thé cho em
xin mot coc nude loc dugc khong a?”

“pugc chir,” téi dap va tw minh di 1dy nudc. 0’ nha ching t6i, cé
rung chudng goi nguoi hiu cling vo ich.

T6i mang nudc dén cho Hawes. Cau ta cam on toi roi tho tay
vao tui 1ay ra mot vién thudc con nhong dung trong hdp gidy nho
nho va udng véi nudc.

“Thudc nhitc ddu 4y ma,” ciu ta giai thich.

POt nhién t6i tw hdi khong biét Hawes c6 nghién ma tiy khong,
diéu dé cé thé gidi thich cho rat nhiéu su ky quic cia ciu ta.

“Ciu durng uodng nhiéu qua nhé,” t6i nai.

“O khoéng, khong dau a, bac s Haydock da dan em rodi. Nhung
loai ndy tot 1am, udng vao mot ldc 1 d& ngay.”

Qua 1a trong Hawes di 6n va binh tinh tré lai. Ciu ta ditng 1én.

“Vay t0i nay muc su giang nhé? Muc su that tot bung, thua
ngai.”

“Khong c6 chi. Nhat dinh ta s& phu trach tron budi 1é. Gid cau vé
nha nghi ngoi di. Khong, khong v kién tranh cii gi, khong noi



them gi nita nhé.”

Hawes lai cAm on tdi, roi d6i mat cau ta luwét qua tdi trwde khi
nhin ra cta so:

“Muc s — hom nay ngai vira dén 0ld Hall phai khong a?”

“Phai.”

“Xin muc su th 16i — nhung ngai duge moi dén hay sao?”

T6i ngac nhién nhin Hawes khién ciu ta dé mat.

“Em xin 10i muc su. Chi 13 em — em nghT chac 1a c¢é phat hién
thém manh moi gi d6 nén ba Protheroe mdi mai ngai dén.”

T6i khong hé cd y lam théa man tinh hiéu ky ciia Hawes.

“Ba 4y mudn ban bac vdi ta vé viée t6 chic 18 tang va mot vai
viéc linh tinh khac,” t6i dap.

“A ra thé. Em hiéu r6i.”

T6i lang thinh. Hawes bon chon cwa quay mot lic roi noi:

“T61 hdm qua 6ng Redding dén tim em. Em — em khéng hiéu 1a
do dau.”

“Ong ta khong ndi gi vdi cau 32"

“Ong ta — Ong ta chi néi 12 mudn dén tham em, rang c chiéu
chiéu la 6ng 4y cAm thay hoi c¢6 don. Trudc gid 6ng ta chua ting
lam thé.”

“A, 1am ban véi 6ng ta ciing hay 1am ddy,” tdi mim cudi.

“Ong ta mudn dén thim em dé 1am gi cd cht? Em khoéng thich
viéc dy!” Giong ciu ta bong rit 1én. “Ong ta ndi sé ghé lai thdm em
1an nita. Chuyén nay la thé nao? Muc su c¢é dodn dugc dng ta dang
nghi gi trong dau khéng?”



“Vi sao cAu lai cho rang dng Redding cé ly do ngdm ngam nao
dé ma khong ndi ra?”

“Em khong thich viéc ay,” Hawes budng binh 1dp lai. “Em chua
bao gid chong lai dng ay vé bat ¢ diéu gi. Em ciing chua tirng cho
rang 6ng ay pham toi, thAm chi khi éng ta tw ndp minh thi em
cling bao chuyén 4y khong sao hiéu ndi. Néu em cé nghi ngd ai thi
d6 14 Archer — chi¥ chang bao gi¢' 1a 6ng 4y. Archer 13 trudng hop
hoan toan khac han — mdt tén ltu manh vo than, mot ké dé tién
say xin.”

“Cau cd nghi rang minh khat khe qua khong?” tdi néi. “Du sao
thi ching ta cling biét rat it vé con nguoi ay.”

“MOt tén san trdm vao tu ra toi thi ¢ kha nang lam bat c&
chuyén gi.”

“cau thuc su nghi rang anh ta ban dai ta Protheroe w?” toi to
mo hoi.

Hawes c6 tat thAm cdn cO dé 1a khong thich trd 16i cé hay
khong, gAn day t6i dd vai lAn nhan ra diéu do.

“Vay ban than ngai c6 nghi do 13 dap an hop ly duy nhat khong
thua muc su?”

“Theo ta biét thi khong cé bang chitng ndo dé két toi anh ta c3.”

“Thi nhitng 18 ham doa cia han dé, muc su quén rodi sao?”
Hawes him hd ndi.

T6i mét dén phat 0m khi nghe chuyén Archer hdm doa 6ng dai
t4. Theo nhw tdi hiéu thi khong hé c¢é chitng ctr truc tiép nao cho
thay han ta 1am diéu dé.



“Han ta kién quyét tra thu dai ta Protheroe cho bang dugc. Han
noc rugu vao roi ban o6ng ta.”

“po chi 13 gia thuyét ma thoi.”

“Nhung muc su c6 cong nhan cé thé hoan toan nhu vay khong
a?”

“Khong, ta khdng nghi thé.”

“Nhung vay cling hop Iy chi?”

“Hop 1y thi ¢6.”

Hawes liéc nhin t0i.

“Vay sao muc st lai khdng nghi chuyén 4y cé thé xay ra ch?”

“Bdi vi moOt ngudi nhu Archer khong thé nghi dén viéc giét
ngudi bang stng luc. Loai vii khi 4y khong hop véi anh ta.”

Ly 18 ctia tdi duodng nhu khién Hawes sing sot. RG rang anh ta
khong mong cho 10i phan bac ay.

“Muc su nghi ly 18 &y c6 kha thi khdng?” cdu ta ngd vuc hoi.

“Theo ta nghi thi diéu 4y hoan toan bac bo viéc Archer pham
t01,” t6i dap.

Trudc su quyét doan tuyét dbi chia toi, Hawes khong nodi gi
thém. Cdu ta cAm on t6i 1An nita roi ra vé. Toi dwa Hawes ra ci¥a,
va thiy cé bon bitc thu dé trén ban & sanh ngoai. Nhitng bitc thu
nay cé dic diém gidng nhau 13 toan nét chit phu nit v déu mang
tiéu dé ‘Thu tay, khan’, chi c6 mot diém khdc biét 1a cé mdt bic bi
14m ban so véi cac bitc con lai.

Su giong nhau ay khién tdi ngac nhién — khong phai gap doi,
ma gip tdi bon l1an.



Mary tif nha bép 1én va trong thay tdi chdm chdm nhin nhitng
14 thur.

“Pem tdi tir hoi an trua,” cd ta vot miéng. “Chi cé mot cai 1a
trong thung thu.”

TO6i gat dau roi gom hét mang vao phong lam viéc. Thw dau tién
viét nhu sau:

MUC SU CLEMENT KINH MEN,

T6i vira hay mot tin ma téi thdy cdn phdi thua cling muc su.
NG lién quan dén cdi chét ctia dai td Protheroe ddng thuong. Toi
rdt cdn 101 khuyén ctia muc su’' ld cd nén bdo cdnh sdt hay khéng.
T khi 6ng nha téi qua doi, téi ludn trdnh dinh liu dén chuyén
thién ha. Chiéu nay muc st ¢d thé dén thdm tdéi mot vai phut
duoc khong a?

Kinh thu,

MARTHA PRICE RIDLEY.
T6i md& birc thu thi hai:
KINH MUC SU CLEMENT,

TO6i rdt béi réi - rdt lo lang - khéng biét phdi lam gi ddy. Toi
vira chitng kién mot viéc ma téi cam thdy quan trong, tuy nhién
nght tdi phdi dinh ddng vdi canh sdt thi téi hdi ldm. Téi vo cuing
ling tiing va rdu ri. Muc su’ kinh mén, liéu tdi cd thé mdi ngai
ghé qua nha chéc Idt dé giup téi gidi téa mdi ngd vuc va lo du
theo cdch tuyét voi ma muc su van thudng lam bdy nay khéng
a?



Xin thit 16i vi toi déd lam phién muc su,
Nay kinh,

CAROLINE WETHERBY.

Ppén thu thir ba thi t6i cAm thay hdu nhw minh da biét trudc noi
dung.

KINH GUI MUC SU CLEMENT,

To6i vira nghe dugc mot viéc cuc ky quan trong ma theo toi muc

su’ phdi la nguoi ddu tién duoc biét. Té6i moi muc su’ chiéu nay

lic nao roi thi dén gdp toi. Téi sé & nha chd muc su.

Thu cta ‘chién binh’ nay ky tén AMANDA HARTNELL. Toi m& 14
tht tw. May man cho tdi 13 1du nay rat it bi thu nic danh 1am
phién. Vé&i t6i, thu nic danh 14 thit vii khi hiém ddc va hén ha
nhat. L4 thw nay cling khong ngoai 1é. Thu 1am ra vé dugc viét bdi
mot ngudi that hoc, nhung ¢ mot vai diém khién t6i khong tin
Vao s gia vo nay.

MUC su’ THAN,

Tui nght 6ng phai biét chién gi dang sdy ra. Tui mdi bdt gdp
do Ong lén lut chui ra khéi nha éng Redding. Ong hiu tui ndi gi
khéng. Ho dang cdp bé di nhau, éng cdn phai biét dé nha.

MOT NGUOT BAN.

TOi khé kéu 1én kinh t&m roi vo to gidy ném vao 10 sudi, ciing
vira Iuc Griselda budc vao phong.

“Minh vira ném cai gi ma cé vé nghiém trong thé?” Nang hai.



“RAc 4y ma,” vira dap toi vira rat bao diém ra khoi ti va khom
minh bat mdt que. Nhung Griselda con nhanh tay hon tdi, nang
ctii xudng chop 14y t& gidy bi vd nhau va vudt phang phiu trudc khi
toi kip ngan lai.

Poc xong thu, nang cling kéu 1én kinh t&m ro6i vt tra lai cho toi
va quay mat di. T6i bat diém rbi nhin bic thu boc chay.

Griselda di vé phia ctra hong va dirng nhin ra san.

“Len a,” nang néi ma khong quay lai.

“Gi thé minh?”

“Em mudn noi vdi minh mot viéc. Minh dirng ngan em nhé, xin
minh day. Khi — khi Lawrence méi dén day, em bdo v4i minh 1a
trudc day em chi quen anh ta so so thoi. That ra khong phai vay.
Em — em biét anh ta kha r6. Trugc khi gdp minh, em da — yéu
anh ta, va em nghi cling nhiéu ngudi yéu Lawrence nhu em vay.
C6 mot thoi — a — em rat si mé anh ta. Y em khong phai 13 viét
cho anh ta nhitng 14 thw nio tinh hay lam chuyén dai kho ngéc
nghéch nhu trong truyén dau. Nhung da cé Itic em si mé anh ta.”

“Sao minh khong ndi anh biét chuyén nay?”

“O! Vi sao 42 Em ciing chang biét nita, ngoai trtr mot viéc 13 — 3,
13 vi nhiéu khi minh ngdc 1am! chi 13 vi minh 1én tudi hon em
nhidu, minh nghi em s& — 3, em s& cd thé thich ngudi khic. Em
so biét ddu minh s& buc boi vé viéc em va Lawrence da tirng 1a ban
beé v&i nhau.”

“Minh qua 1a khéo khon ngoan che day,” t6i ndi khi nhd lai
nhitng gi nang da noi vdi t6i hoi tudn trudc cling trong cdn phong
nay, ca cai vé chan that hét sitc tw nhién cta nang lic ay.



“Vang, em ludn biét gidu giém moi viéc minh a. Ma em thich
thé day.” Giong nang day thich thui nhu d®a tré con. Nhung
nhitng gi em nodi day 13 hoan toan dung su that. Em khong biét
chuyén ctia Anne, va em cling tu hdi vi sao Lawrence lai thd ¢ dén
thé, anh ta chang chd v gl dén em ca. Em khong chip nhin diéu
do.”

MOt phut lang thinh.

“Minh cé hiéu khdng, Len?” Griselda ban khoan hoi.

“cd, anh hiéu ma,” t6i dap.

Nhung cé thue s 1a tdi hiéu khdng nhi?



Chu’dngz 5

That khé ma gifi bd vét han do 14 thw nic danh kia dé lai. Qua 1a
trd boi ban!

Tuy vay, ti van gom ba la thuw con lai, xem ddng ho roi 1én
dudng, tw nhd khong rd cai diéu ca ba quy ba cung lic ‘biét dugc’
kia 1a diéu gi. T6i nghi 1a cung mot su viéc. O’ ddy, toi phai thira
nhan 13 vé tdm ly minh d3 c¢d sw nham 1an.

Khong chu dinh, nhung budc chan tdi c& bi 16i vé hudng don
canh sat. Toi néng long mudn biét Thanh tra Slack da tir 0ld Hall
vé chua. bén noi, toi thay 6ng ta da vé, va cd cd Cram ciling trg vé
v0i 6ng ta. C6 Gladys xinh dep ngdi ¢ don canh sat dang té vé kiéu
cdng ngao man va tuyét dodi bac b viéc minh mang vali vao ring.

“chi vi mot ba gid ngdi 16 d6i mach chang biét 1am gl ngoai viéc
su6t dém nhdng c6 nhin ra cta s6 ma 6ng do riét vu nay cho toi
sao? Nh¢& lai coi, ba ta d3 mot 1an ndi tAm bay 1a nhin thay toi
dirng & cudi dudng lang vao budi chiéu xay ra 4n mang; ban ngay
ban mit ma con trong ga héa cudc thi dudi anh trdng l1am sao
nhan ra tdi ch@! Cai 16i cuw X cila quy ba & lang nay thiét hét sic
toi t&, hé muon ndi gi 1a ndi a. Con t6i thi hom dd tdi dang ngd
ngon lanh trén givdng. Cac dng phai biét xau ho chit, cd ddm may
ong do!”

“Gid s ba chd nha tro Blue Boar xac nhan chiéc vali 4y 1a cia



co thi sao, c6 Cram?”

“Néu ba ta ma ndi vay thi ba ta sai bét. Trén vali dau c6 ghi tén!
Ma hau nhu ai cling ¢é loai vali dd. Con vdi tién si Stone, biét bao
cong trinh mang tén 6ng ay, vy ma may ong dam két tdi ngudi ta
nhu thang an cap vat!”

“Vay cd tir choi gidi thich chuyén nay vdi ching tbéi sao co
Cram?”

“Hong co tir vdi chdi gi hét. Ong sai rodi, c6 vay thdi. Ong va cai
ba Marple chuyén chd mo vao chuyén thién ha dé. Toi sé khong
noi thém mot 16i ndo — néu khdéng cé mat luat su cda toi. Néu
ong khong dinh bat tdi thi bay gid toi vé day.”

Thay cho cau tra 10i, vién thanh tra ddng ddy mé& clra, va cd
Cram ngang cao dau budc ra.

“Co ta ct khang khang nhuw thé,” Slack vira trd lai ché ngdi vira
ndi. “Pht1 nhan hoan toan. Ma di nhién ba gia iy ciing cé thé nhin
lJam. Khong quan tda njo tin anh nhan dién dugc mot ngudi tr
khoang cach xa dudi dnh trang. va di nhién nhu tdi da ndi, c6 thé
ba iy dd nham 1an.”

“Cé thé thdi, nhung td6i khéng nghi ba a4y nham,” t6i ndi.
“Thuong thi ba Marple ludn ding, chinh vi vy ma nhiéu nguoi
khong wa ba ay.”

Vién thanh tra toét miéng cuoi.

“Hurst cling ndi vay dd. Chua oi, cai lang nay!”

“Vé d6 bac thi sao roi, thanh tra?”

“Moi viéc c6 vé hoan toan diu vao day. Di nhién mot trong hai



b phai 14 hang nhdi. 0 Much Benham cé mot chuyén gia cao cap
vé do bac cd, tdi di goi cho 6ng ta va cho xe di dén 6ng ta roi.
Chung ta sé sdm biét tén trom da danh trdo cdc moén ay chua hay
chi méi dw dinh, ma dit dang ndo thi cling khong 1am khdc di cai
viéc — y tbi 1a viéc chuing ta dang quan tam. So vdi 4n mang thi vu
trom chi 13 chuyén nhd, va hai nguoi ay khong lién quan gi dén
viéc giét ngudi. Thong qua cod gai, ta cé thé nam thong tin vé han
ta — tdi dé yén cho co ta di 1a vi vay d4.”

“T6i ngd 1am,” tdi noi.

“Kho than 6ng Redding. ft thay ngudi ndo lai vo cé nhan tdi nhu
Ong ta.”

“To6i lai khong nghi vay,” toi cudi nhe.

“phu nit gdy ra 1am phién phttc,” dng thanh tra 1én mat day doi.

Ong ta thd dai va ndi tiép trudc sw ngac nhién cta tdi: “Di
nhién, la Archer.”

“0, 6ng cho 13 anh ta u?”

“sao ch, duong nhién rdi, ngay tir dau t6i da nghi thé. chang
can thw nic danh thi anh ta mdi lot vao tAm ngam cua toi dau.”

“Thu nac danh 3,” téi hoi ngay. “Vay 6ng cé nhan dugc thu nac
danh nao khong?”

“Chuyén dé thi cé gi la ddu muc sw. M6i ngay ching t6i nhan it
ra cling ca chuc 14 4y ch. 0 vang, ngudi ta da td gidc Archer vdi
ching toi. C& nhu canh sat khong tu tim ra vay! Archer la nghi
can dau tién, nhung rac roi 1a & chd han ta cé chitng c ngoai
pham. Khong phai 1a do khong cé lién quan ma phién ndi chitng



clt 4y c6 thé gitip han thoat t6i.”

“Y 6ng rot cudc han ta khong lién quan, nghia 13 sao?” toi héi.

“ch3, hinh nhu ca chiéu hém 4y hin ngdi véi hai thang ban.
Nhu toi vira ndi, chuyén dé khong nghia ly gi may, vi hang nguoi
nhw Archer va 1l ban han cd thé thé thdt bat c chuyén gi. Bon ay
thi dén mot 16i cling khong tin duoc, ching toi biét rd ma. Nhung
cong ching thi khdng hiéu diéu dd, va dang tiéc 13 toa lai tin vao
cong chung. Ho chang biét gi ca, c hé cé ngudi ding & ghé nhan
chirng nodi gi 1a ho tin ngay 1ap tic, cho du dé 1a ai. va Ié di nhién
thang Archer sé& thé sdng thé chét 13 han ta khong pham t6i.”

“Anh ta khong dugc sét sing nhw dng Redding nhi?” t6i mim
CUi.

“Khdéng phai 6ng dy dau,” vién thanh tra néi chic nhu dinh
ddéng cot.

“Ai cling mudn sdng, tdi hiéu chi,” téi traim ngam.

“Néu muc su biét cé nhitng tén sat nhan thoat toi nho biét cach
1am bdi thdm doan mui long thi dng s& ngac nhién dé,” thanh tra
rau i noi.

“Nhung dng thuc su tin rang Archer 12 tht pham sao?” t6i héi.

Ngay tir dau tdi gio toi 1ay 1am la 1a duong nhuw Slack chwa hé c6
y kién riéng vé vu muu sat nay. Ong ta chi quan tdm dén viéc tim
cach két t0i dé hay khd ma thdi.

“T6i muon chac chan hon mot chit nita,” Slack thd nhan. “Mot
d4u van tay hodc dau chin cta han, hoic gia cé ai nhin thiy han
& gan hién trudng vao thoi diém xay ra 4n mang. Vi khong thé



danh liéu tdng giam han ma khong ¢ bang chirng. Han bi bat gip
mot doi 1an 1ang vdng quanh nhi 6ng Redding, nhung hin khai 13
dén gdp me minh. Ba ta 1a nguoi t té. Khong, ndi chung tbi ngd
ba phu nhan kia. Gid nhu tbi cé chitng c¥ xac thuc vé vu tong tién
— nhung trong vu ndy ta khong tim ra bat c¥ bang chitng xac
thuc nao! Toan la ly thuyét véi gid dinh tho6i. That dang budn 13
chang c6 ba co gid ndo sdng doc theo con dudng trudc nha muc
vy, chit néu 6 thi téi ddm ca hé xay ra chuyén gi thi ba ta da nhin
thay ngay, muc su Clement a.”

LOi ciia Thanh tra Slack khién tdi nh§ dén cac 16 mai, va tdi cio
tr 6ng ta. Pay 13 dip hiém hoi toi gdp thanh tra ldc 6ng ta dang
vui vé.

Ngudi dau tién toi dén thim 12 ba Hartnell. Chac ba ta d3 ditng
ch& t6i bén ctta so, vi tdi chua kip nhin chudng thi ba d3 ma clra
chinh va siét chat tay tdi roi dua téi budc qua thém nha.

“Quy hda qua! Mdi muc su' vao day cho kin ddo hon.”

Chung t6i budc vao mot can phong nho xiu nhu cai 16ng ga. Ba
Hartnell déng ca va ra vé tuyét mat, ba vay tay ra hiéu mai toi
ngobi xuong mot chiéc ghé (trong phong chi cd ba chiéc). T6i nhin
thay ba dang hirng thu.

“T6i chang bao gid thich néi vong vo,” giong ba vui vé, sau dé
gidm bdt cho phu hop tinh hudng. “Trong cdi lang nay, moi
chuyén lan truyén nhu thé ndo thi chac muc su da biét.”

“That dang tiéc 1a t6i co biét.”

“Toi dong v véi muc su. Khong ai ghét chuyén ngoi 1é ddi mach
bang t6i ddu. Nhung ma cé chuyén, nén toi nghi phai cé nhiém vu



bdo cho thanh tra cdnh sat biét. Budi chiéu xay ra 4n mang, toi
ghé qua nha ba Lestrange nhung ba ta di ving. Tdi chang mong
ngudi ta cAm on minh vé viéc ay, don gian 13 téi lJam nhiém vu.
N6i chung doi nay sao 1am ké vd on. Tai sao hdm qua cai ba Baker
vO liém si ay...”

“vang, vang,” toi ndi mong ngan chan trang da kich quen thudc
ay. “Vang, that té, té qua di. Nhung ba dang noi...”

“Bon tang 10p dudi chang biét ai 13 ban tét,” ba Hartnell néi.
“Bao gi® dén tham ai tbi cling an ndi dung muc. Khong phai vi toi
can ngudi ta cdm on.”

“Ba da bado Ong thanh tra vé viéc dén nha ba Lestrange,” t0i
nhac.

“Puing thé — ma ong ta cd cam on toi dau a. Bio 1a khi ndo cin
thi s€ hoi thém — khong nguyén van ciu chit, nhung tinh than 13
thé. By gio' canh sat ciing cd loai nay loai no nhi.”

“Chac chan 13 thé,” tdi néi. “Nhung ba dinh néi diéu gi?”

“Lan nay toi quyét dinh khoéng bén mang dén gan bat c loai
thanh tra t6i té ndo nita. Noi cho cung thi chi c6 thay tu mdi dang
mat quy 6ng — it ra cé mdt vai nguoi nhu thé,” ba ndi thém.

T6i hiéu su ddnh gia cé y bao ham c3 t6i trong dé, vi thé tdi md
10i:

“Gid ma toi cd thé gitp dugc gl cho ba.”

“pay 1a van dé bon phan,” ba Hartnell néi rdi chép miéng rd to.
“T6i khdng mudn néi nhitng chuyén nhw thé ndy, ma ciing chang
ai mudn. Nhung bon phan van la bon phan.”



TOi cho doi.

“Ngudi ta bao tdi rang ba Lestrange tuyén b6 hdm 4y ba ta &
nha sudt ngdy,” ba Hartnell hoi dd mit ndi tiép, “rang s& di ba ta
khong tra 16i 1a vi — &, 1a vi ba ta khong muon ma thoi. Lam ra vé
ta day quy phdi 1am Aay! Tdi chi vi bon phan ma dén, vy ma ba ta
lai doi x v6i toi nhu thé dé!l”

“Ba 4y dang bi bénh,” t6i 6n ton nai.

“Bénh a? Lao toét. Muc sw qud thanh cao rbi, thwa muc su
Clement. B ta chang 6m dau gi sit. Bénh qua nén méi khong dén
du budi cho 101 khai chi? gi! Lai con cé ca gidy chitng nhin ctia bac
s nita! Ai chang biét ba ta x4 mili dng Haydock co chi. A, t6i néi
dén dau roi nhi?”

T6i hodn toan chang biét. V4i ba Hartnell, khé ma biét dau 13 15i
tuwong thuat va dau 1a 16i phi bang lang ma.

“0, dén doan t6i ghé nha ba ta chiéu hom ay. Noi ba ta ¢ méit &
nha 12 déi tra. Ba ta di vang, toi biét chac.”

“Lam thé nao ba biét dugc?”

M4t ba Hartnell cang (rng dé hon. V&i cai kiéu it nhidu hung
hang nhu ba thi thai d6 dé cé thé goi 1a dang bdi roi.

“TO1 gd cra roi nhan chudng hai ba 14n,” ba giai thich. “Roi t06i
chaot nghi biét dau chudng bi héng.”

T6i budn cudi vi thay ba Hartnell khong ddm nhin thang vao tdi
khi ndi diéu nay. Nha chung t6i dugc xay dung mot kiéu hét nhu
nhau, va khach ding nhan chudng & cira chinh bao gi¢ cling nghe
rd tiéng chudng kéu. Ca ba Hartnell va t6i déu biét ré diéu do,



nhung vi lich su nén tdi v& khong biét, chi Iam bam:

“Thé u?”

“T61 khong mudén bo danh thiép vao hop thu vi nhu thé cé vé
khiém nh3, ma du gi di nira thi t6i cling chwa bat lich sy’ bao gid.”

BA ta tuyén bd didu dang ngac nhién 4y ma khong hé chép mat.

“Vay nén toi nghi minh nén di mot vong quanh nha — va g6
vao cra kinh,” ba tro trén nodi tiép. “Té6i ddnh mot vong va nhin
vao tat ca cac clra s, nhung chang cé ai trong nha ca.”

Gid tdi dd hoan toan hiéu y ba Hartnell. Lgi dung ltic ci nhai di
vang, ba khong cudng dugc théi to mod nén da di vong quanh,
quan sat khu vuon, sam soi tit ca cac cra so va tim cach nhin vao
trong. Ba ta chon toi dé ké lai chuyén nay vi tin rang toi dé dong
cam va khoan dung hon 13 canh sat. La muc su, hé con nghi ngd
thi khong budc toi gido dan.

T6i khong binh luan gi vé tinh hudng nay ma chi héi:

“Luc 4y la may giv, ba Hartnell?”

“Theo t6i nhd thi khodng gan sau gid. Ngay sau do toi quay vé
thang va dén nha khoang siu gi&¥ mudi phut, rdi ba Protheroe ghé
qua khodng sau gi¢ rudi, chung toi noéi vé viéc trong hanh, con
tién si Stone va ong Redding thi dang & bén ngoai. Va trong
khodng thoi gian ay Ong dai tad dang thuong guc chét. Cudc doi
mdi budén lam sao!”

“p0Oi khi cudc ddi con xau xa nita,” téi noi.

ROi tOi dirng day.

“pd 1a tat ca nhitng gi ba muodn ndi véi toi phai khong?”



“T6i chi nghi diéu dé cé thé rat quan trong.”

“C6 18 thé,” toi tadn thanh.

va khong muon bi 16i kéo thém, t6i cdo tir trudc su that vong
ctia ba Hartnell.

Nguoi ké tiép tdi dén tham 1a ba Wetherby thi dén t6i vdi vé run
ray nhu dang bi kich dong.

“Kinh muc su, ong t té€ qua. Muc su dd dung tra chua a? Thé 3,
muc su khong uong tra sao? Tam dém lung diy a. Muc su dén
ngay that 1a quy héa. Bao gi¥ muc su cling san 16ng vi moi ngudi.”

C¥ dong dai hoi 1au nhu thé, ngay ca khi ching tdi vao chuyén
thi ba van néi vong vo tam quéc:

“Muc su phai hiéu 13 tdi nghe dugc chuyén nay tir ngudn tin
dang tin cdy nhat day.”

O’ St. Mary Mead nay, nguén tin dang tin cdy nhat con tir ai
khdac ngoai cac c6 hau!

“Ba khong thé cho tdi biét 13 ai ndi diéu nay vdi ba sao?”

“Kinh muc su, toi d3 hira véi ho roi, va bao gio toi cling xem 10i
ha 1a thiéng liéng.”

Tréng ba rat nghiém nghi:

“C xem nhu cé nguwoi mach véi toi, thé cd duoc khong thua
muc su’?”

‘That ngu xudn qua mac!’ Toi nhitng mudn thét 1én nhu thé.
U'dc gi toi da budt miéng ndi, t6i chi mudn quan sat 16i noi ay tac



dong thé nao dén ba Wetherby.

“A, ngudi 4y bao rang co ta trong thay mot ba no, ma tdi ciing
khong noi tién ndi tén.”

“Lai mot chi cheo béo khac nita u?” t6i hoi.

Ba Wetherby bong pha 1én cudi ngit nghéo roi vui vé vo vai toi
khién tbi hét sic ngac nhién:

“Oi, muc su oi, 6ng ding cé bong dua nhu thé.”

ROi ba ndi tiép sau khi d3 ngung cui:

“Mot ba quy tdc, va muc su cd biét cai ba ay di dau khong? Ba ta
di vé phia nha muc vu, nhung trudc dé ba ta len lén trong trudc
ngd sau sudt con dudng — ky quic 1am — dé xem cé ai quen biét
nhan ra ba ta khong, t6i nghi thé.”

“Con c6 cheo béo kia thi di dau?” toi hoi.

“pén tham chang ban cd — & can phong phia trén cra hang ca.”

Gio thi toi da biét cic co hau di dau vao nhitng ngay nghi viéc.
Cé mdt chd cac c6 khong bao gid dén néu cé thé tranh dugec — 1a
bat ci chon thanh thién bach nhat nao.

“Va luc dé 1a gan sau gio dung,” ba Wetherby nghiéng minh ra
chiéu bi mat.

“Vao ngay nao?”

“TAt nhién 13 ngdy xay ra vu giét ngudi, tdi dd chang noi thé
sao?” ba Wetherby khé kéu 1én.

“T6i dodn ra r6i,” toi tra 101. “Quy ba ay danh tinh 1a chi?”

“Bat dau bang chit L,” bad Wetherby may ban guc gic dau. Cam
thay da nam hét cic thong tin bd Wetherby cung cap, t6i bén ditng



day.

“Muc st dirng dé canh sat goi toi dén ddi chat muc su nhé,” ba
Wetherby vira dua ca hai tay siét chat tay tdi vira cat giong 1am li
thong thiét. “Téi rat ngai dé thién ha biét chuyén niy. Va ci
chuyén phai dng trudc toa nital”

“Trong nhitng trudng hgp dac biét, ngudi ta cho phép nhan
chirng duoc ngdi ma,” téi ndi réi chudn thang.

Con phai dén tham ba Price Ridley nita. Quy ba nay ngay lap tic
giao nhiém vu cho toi:

“Toi khéong muon dinh liu dén cong viéc ctia canh sat hay toa
an, muc su hiéu cht?” ba noéi giong kién quyét sau khi hd hitng
bat tay toi. “Mat khac, vi toi tinh c& biét dugc mot su viée chua
dugc gidi thich, nén tdi nghi can phai bdo cho nha chuc trach
biét.”

“Chuyén c6 lién quan dén ba Lestrange phai khong?” tdi hoi.

“Sao lai lién quan dén ba ay?” ba Price Ridley lanh nhat van lai.

Pbén day thi ba dat tdi vao tinh thé bat 1gi.

“La mot viéc hét sitc don gidn,” ba ndi tiép. “Clara, con hau nha
toi, luc 4y dang dng & cong nha — nd bao ra cong vai phut cho
thodng dang. T6i phai ndi 1a khong dung thé dau. Nhiéu kha ning
14 né dang chd thang ban cd — cai thang ranh con can r¥ mit day
may dan cf ngd minh mudi bay tudi 1a ba d¥a con gai nio ciing
tréu chong dugc. DU sao thi nhu t6i di ndi, nd dang dirng & cong
thi chot nghe mot tiéng hat hoi.”



“vang,” t6i noi, va chd nghe thém.

“Cd vay thdi. Ti thuwa véi muc s rang con bé 4y nghe mot tiéng
hat hoi. Ma muc su dirng cho rang ti gia ca nén 14 1an nhé, vi day
13 Clara nghe thay, ma nd chi méi mubi chin tudi thdi.”

“Nhung vi sao cd ay phai nghe tiéng hat hai?” tdi hoi.

Ba Price Ridley nhin tdi, 10 rd vé thuwong hai cho dau 6c ngu
muoi cua toi.

“Vao ngdy xay ra 4n mang, né nghe thay tiéng hat hoi vao thoi
diém trong nha muc vu khong cé ai ca. Chic chan ké giét ngudi
dang nap trong bui rAm cho co hoi ra tay. Piéu muc su can lam la
tim ra mot ngu'di dang bi cAm lanh.”

“Hodc 1a mdt ngudi bi bénh sét mua he,” t6i goi y. “Nhung that
ra toi nghi cé thé giai ma bi mat nay rat dé dang. C6 hau Mary
nha chung tdi dang bi nhitc dau s6 mii. GAn diy qua 14 cd dy c
sut sit mai khién chung t6i phat mét. Chic han cd hiu nha ba da
nghe thay tiéng hat hai cta cd ay.”

“LA tiéng hat hoi cda dan dng co,” ba Price Ridley qua quyét. “va
tlr cong nha ching t6i thi khong thé nghe tiéng cd hiu bén nha
muc vu hat hoi tir trong bép dugc.”

“Tir bén céng nha ba, cling khong thé nghe dugc tiéng hat hoi
trong phong lam viéc dugc,” t6i ndi. “Chi it thi vdi t6i diéu nay
cling rat dang ngo.”

“Tén kia c6 thé dang nip trong bui rAm. Chac chin khi Clara trd
vao thi han méi thira cd 1én vao nha muc vu bang ca trudc.”

“A, tat nhién diéu d6 co thé xay ra,” toi noi.



T6i c6 khong t6 ra nhé nhe, nhung t6i da that bai, vi ba Price
Ridley trirng trirng nhin toi:

“T6i d3 quen véi viéc néi ma chang ai thém nghe, nhung tdi
cling cd thé nhac tdi chuyén mot cay vot tennis bi vitt 1an 18c trén
bdi c6 ma bon nha bao khdong 1am né hu hai. Ma thdi budi nay thi
vot tennis dat tién 1am.”

CAi 161 d4 xéo ndy that chang ra 1am sao, khién t6i cuc ky ling
ting.

“Nhung cd thé muc su khdng tin,” ba Price Ridley ndi.

“0, toi tin ch®¥ — chac chan 14 tin mal”

“vay thi t6i rdt mirng. TAt ca chi cd thé. Tdi chang chiu trach
nhiém gi vé vu nay nira.”

BA ngad ngudi ra phia sau, nhdm nghién mat nhu khéng con
quan tam hirng thu gi véi cudc doi nay. T6i cam on ba va tir biét.

Ra dén cra, toi danh bao hdi Clara vé viéc ba chu cd ta noi.

“Hoan toan dung nhu vy, thua muc su, con nghe tiéng at-xi.
Ma khong phai at-xi binh thudng dau — khong giong chit nao.”

Co6 diéu gi lién quan dén toi &c ma lai binh thudng dau co chir.
Tiéng sung ciing khong binh thudng. Tiéng hit hoi ciing khong
binh thudng. T6i dodn chirng 13 tiéng hat hoi dic biét clia ké sat
nhan. Toi bén hdi c6 gai viéc 4y xay ra ldc ndo, nhung cd ta rat mo
h6 — dau khoadng sdu gio mudi 1am hay sdu rudi gi do, cb ta ang
chirng. DU sao thi cling ‘trudc khi ba chti nhan dién thoai va phat
bénh’.



Toi hoi ¢ da tirng nghe tiéng no bao gi chuwa thi c6 dap tiéng
no kinh khting 1am. Sau ciu tra 10i 4y, t6i thay khé ma tin vao 10i
phat biéu cta co.

Khi vé t4i cong nha minh, tdi quyét dinh dén thim mot ngudi
ban. Liéc nhin déng ho, t6i thdy minh chi con du thdi gian cho
viéc nay trudc khi lam 16 chiéu. T6i di vé phia nha Haydock. Bac si
ra tan cra don toi.

MOt 1an nita, toi lai thay Haydock lo 1ang va phd phac. Vu an
nay khién 6ng gia som di thay ro.

“Rat vui duoc gdp muc sw,” ong ndi. “Co tin gi mdi khong?”

TOi ké cho Haydock nghe phat hién mdi vé Stone. “Mot tén trom
cao cap,” 6ng binh luin. “cha, diéu nay sé lam sang to nhiéu viéc
day. Han ta da nghién c@u k§ bai ban, nhung theo tdi thi do6i lic
han ta cling so hé. PA cé 1an Protheroe suyt bat qua tang han roi
dy ch®. Han muc su nhé viéc ho d3 cii nhau. Con vé cd gai thi
muc su nghi sao? Co ta cé dinh vao vu nay khong?”

“T6i chua thé két luin. Riéng vé phan minh, tdi nghi cd Ay
khong lién can.”

ROi tOi ndi thém: “Co ta dot dic &y ma.”

“0, tdi khong nghi vy dau. Cai c6 nang Gladys Cram 4y, cb ta
sac sao khon ngoan 1am. Loai ngudi cuc ky manh khoe, chang bao
gi¢ 1am phién dén nganh y ching tdi.”

Tdi bao Haydock rang minh dang lo 1ang vé Hawes, va t6i thiét
tha mong cu ay di doi gid va nghi ngai thuc su.



Bac si cd vé lang tranh khi t6i ndi chuyén nay, va cau tra 10i ctia
6ng khong may that long. Ong cham rai dap: “Vang, t6i nghi thé l1a
tot hon c3. Khon kho cho Hawes! That dang thuong.”

“Toi thay 6ng khong wa cu ta.”

“pung la khong wa — mot chat xiu thoi. Nhung véi nhitng
ngudi minh khong thich thi toi lai thay thuong hai cho ho.” Bac si
dirng mot lic roi néi tiép: “Tham chi véi Protheroe tdi cling thay
thuong hai. Kho than 6ng ta — cé may ngudi quy mén 6ng ay dau.
Qua thang tinh ma cling tu tin qua muc, hai thit 4y hop lai thi qua
1a kho wa. Ong ta bao gi® cling thé — ngay tir hoi con tré.”

“Viy ra 6ng quen 0ng ta tir hoi ay kia 3?”

“0 vang! Khi 6ng ta sdng & Westmorland thi t6i cd phong kham
& cach dé khong xa. T Ay dén nay da 1au 1am, gan hai muoi nam
roi.”

Toi thé dai. Hai muoi nam trudc thi Griselda chi méi nam tudi.
Oi, thoi gian qua 13 ky quac...

“p6 13 tit cid nhitng gl 6ng dén dé ndi vdi toi sao, muc su
Clement?”

T6i giat minh ngudc 1én. Haydock dang nhin nhu xody vao toi:

“con cé diéu gi khac nira, ding khong?”

TO6i gat dau.

Khi dén day, t6i con luGng lu chua biét ¢ nén ndi hay khong,
nhung gid thi téi quyét dinh ndi ra. T6i mén Haydock nhu bat c
ngudi nao to6i quen biét. Ong 1a nguwdi tuyét voi vé moi mat, va toi
thiy diéu minh phai néi ra cd thé sé& cé ich cho 6ng. Nghi vay, toi



bén ké lai cudc ndi chuyén vdi ba Hartnell va ba Wetherby.

Nghe xong, Haydock im 1ang hoi l1au.

“Hoan toan dung thé, Clement a,” cudi cung 6ng cat tiéng. “Toi
mudn bang moi cdch bdo vé bi Lestrange tranh khéi nhitng
chuyén phién nhiéu. Thit ra, ba dy dung 13 ban cii cta t6i, nhung
d6 khong phai 13 ly do duy nhat khién t6i 1am thé. Gidy ching
nhan stc khée cia tdi khong phai 12 trd sip dit gian déi nhu muc
su’ nghi dau.”

Ong dirng mot 1dc réi nghiém nghi noi:

“Chuyén nay chi t6i vdi muc su biét thoéi nhé, Clement. B3
Lestrange chang con sdng bao 1au nita.”

“Sao cg?”

“Nhiéu 1dm 12 mot thang nita thdi. Muc st ¢d con ngac nhién vi
sao t6i mudn ba 4y tranh khéi bi quiy ray va tham van nita
khong?”

BAc si ndi tiép:

“Chiéu hdm A&y, khi ba Lestrange ré& vao con dudng nay, 1a ba ay
dén day — dén nha t6i.”

“Sao trudc day 6ng khong ndi ra?”

“La vi t6i khong muon sinh chuyén. Moi nguoi déu biét tir sdu
dén bay gi¢ khong phai 13 gio tbi tiép bénh nhan. Nhung muc su
c6 thé tin 15 t6i 12 ba Ay di dén day.”

“Thé nhung khi toi cho nguoi dén nha moi 6ng thi ba ay khong
cd & do, y tbi 1a khi chting toi phat hién ra tr thi.”

“pung la khoéng c6,” Haydock t6 ra lung ting. “Luc 3y ba



Lestrange da ra vé vi ba cé cudc hen.”

“Cudc hen ¢ dau? O'tai nha ba ay u?”

“Toi khong rd Clement a. Xin thé 1a t6i khong biét gi ca.”

TOi tin Haydock, nhung...

“Thi nghi, néu cd mot ngudi vd tdi bi treo cd thi sao?” tdi hoi
van.

BAc s lac dau.

“Khong, s& khong cé ai bi treo cd vi muu sat dai td Protheroe
dau, muc su'tin toi di.”

Nhung day chinh 13 diéu t6i khong thé nao tin duogc. Tuy vay vé
qua quyét trong giong noi ctia 6ng rat tuyét.

“s@ khong cd ai bi treo co ca,” 6ng 1ap lai.

“con cai thang Archer...”

Ong phac mot c chi s6t rudt.

“N6 chang da hiéu biét dé xda d4u tay ciia minh trén khau sing
dau.”

“C4 thé 1a nhu thé,” t6i ho nghi ndi.

ROi suc nhd ra, tdi tho tay vao tdi 14y manh tinh thé mau nau
nhat vira tim thay trong rirng nho Haydock xem do 13 gi.

“Hum,” 6ng ngan ngw. “Trong giong acid picric. Muc su’ tim thay
nod & dau vay?”

“Po 1a bi mat cta Sherlock Holmes,” t6i dap.

Bac sT mim cuoi.

“Acid picric 1a gi kia?” t6i hoi.



“A, d6 12 mot loai chit nd.”

“T6i hiéu, nhung né con cd cong dung khac nita, dung khong?”

Ong gt dau.

“N6 dugc dung trong y hoc — dé chita bong. Cuc ky hiéu
nghiém.”

T6i chia tay ra, va 6ng mién cudng trao manh tinh thé lai cho
toi.

“Co Ié vat nay khong cd gi quan trong,” toi ndi. “Nhung toi da
tim thay né & mot chd khdng binh thudng.”

“Muc su khong cho t6i biét 1a & dau u?”

C6 thé 13 hoi tré con, nhung tdi s&@ khong ndi. Ong 4y c6 nhitng
bi mat ctia minh, a, vay thi t6i cling phai cé bi mat ctia toi chi¥,

T6i cam thay hoi ton thuong vi Haydock chuwa hoan toan tin t6i
dé c6 thé gidi bay tAm su.



Chu’o’ngz 6

T6i hom &y t6i budc 1én buc gidng vdi tdm trang la lung.

Nha tho dong dic mot cach bat thuong. Toi khong nghi vi mong
doi Hawes gidng ma nhiéu nguoi lai kéo dén nhu vay. Nhitng bai
gidng cila Hawes thuong bubn té va gido diéu. Con néu cd tin tdi
giang thay thi cling chang thu hut dugc ho, bdi 18 bai giang cta toi
ning tinh hoc thuat va chan ngit. T6i e rang cd minh cling khong
thé khién gido dan sot sang dén thé.

Toi két luan rang moi ngudi dén day dé xem cé mit nhitng ai,
va cd thé dé sau d budn chuyén doi chiit ngoai cong nha thd.

Haydock di 18, viéc nay khong binh thudng, va ci Lawrence
Redding nita. Bén canh Lawrence Redding, t6i ngac nhién nhin
thdy khuén mait trdng béch cing thang cla Hawes. Anne
Protheroe ngoi kia, mic du vao cac ngay chu nhat ba ta thuong du
16 chiéu nhimg t6i khong nghi hom nay ba lai dén. Tdi con ngac
nhién hon khi thay Lettice. bi nha thd vAo sdng chd nhit 13 bat
budc — vé diéu nay thi dai ta Protheroe rat c*ng ran, nhung trudc
day toi chura bao gio trong thay Lettice di 18 chiéu.

va kia 12 Gladys Cram, hoan toan tré trung manh khoe, noi bat
1én gitta cdi nén kho xac héo hon ctia nhitng ba c¢d khong chong.
ROi t0i thodng thdy mot ngudi dén mudn, vira 1én vao cudi nha
tho, dé 1a ba Lestrange.



Chang phai néi cling biét bd Price Ridley, bd Hartnell, ba
Wetherby va ba Marple déu cé mat. Ca lang hién dién déng du, do
1a chuyén hau nhu chua bao gid xay ra. T6i khong biét tir trudce tdi
nay da bao gio' tin hitu tap trung déng nhu thé nay khong.

TOi nay, ddm dbéng di tao ra mot bau khong khi 16i cudn la
thuong, ma nguoi dau tién bi tdc dong chinh 13 toi.

Nhu thudng 18, t6i dd chuan bi trudc bai Phiic Am mot cach can
than va chu ddo, nhung cling chinh t6i ch®& khong ai khéac lai
nhan ra su thiéu sét ctia chung.

TOi nay, t6i cAn phai tng khau ma gidng, va khi nhin xuéng
bién ngudi moi lic mot dong, dau 6c tdi bong dung quay cudng.
T6i khong con 13 S gia ctia Chua Troi. T6i di trd thanh mot dién
vién. Trudc mat t6i 1a khan gia va t6i muon lay dong tAm can ho
— hon thé, t6i cAm thiy minh cé day quyén ning dé khién ho xtic
dong.

Toi chang tu hdo gi chuyén minh 1am t8i hdm Ady. T6i von 1a
ngudi hodi nghi viéc thitc tinh ddc tin ton gido bang cich lam
ngudi ta xuc dong, thé nhung toi hom 4y toi da dién tron vai mot
nha truyén ba Phic A&m say sua cudng nhiét.

T6i chAm chdm nha tirng 161.

“Ta dén day khong phai d€ danh thirc thién nhin, ma kéu goi
nhitng ké pham tdi nén an nan hoi cai.”

TO6i 1ap lai cAu nay 1an nita, va toi nghe tiéng minh ngan nga
vang ddi chang gidng chdt ndo giong ndi thudng ngdy cta Leonard
Clement.

TOi trong thay Griselda tir hang ghé dau ngudc nhin 1én vé ngac



nhién, va Dennis cling bat chudc theo nang.

T6i nin thd mot 1uc réi tha 16ng.

Gido dan trong nha tho dang trong trang thai don nén cdm xuc,
day 1a thdi co chin mudi dé kich ddng ho. Toi kéu goi nhitng ké
lam 16i phai stta minh. T6i tw buéng minh vao con mé cudng cdm
xuc. Choc choc t6i lai chia tay nhu td cdo va 1ap di 1ap lai cau ndéi:

“Ta dang ndi vdi cac anh chi em day...”

va mobi 1an nhu thé, t6i lai thodng nghe tiéng thé dai suon suot
tlr gdc nay goc no cuia nha tho.

Cam xuc cda ddm dong that la lting va khiing khiép.

Toi két thiic bai gidng bang nhitng 101 dep d& va sdu sac — cd 18
13 sAu sic nhat trong toan bo Kinh Thanh:

“TOi nay linh hon cac ngudi sé dugc phan xét...”

Trang thai la lung ay chi xay ra nhat thoi. Khi vé nha muc vy, t6i
tr@ lai vdi con ngudi md nhat va hay do du thudng ngay cua
minh. T6i trong thiy Griselda. Mat xanh xao, nang khodac 14y tay
tO1.

“Len a, toi nay tréng minh kinh khting 1dm. Em — em khong
thich thé dau. Trudc gid em chua trng nghe minh gidng nhu thé.”

“Toi cling khong nghi s& minh s& dugc nghe 1an nita,” toi vira
nodi vira kiét sirc bubng minh xubng ghé sofa. T6i mét 1a.

“piéu gi khién minh lam thé?”

“BOng dung to6i nhu 1én con minh a.”



“Oi! Ma — khong c6 chuyén gi bat thuong ch® minh?”

“Chuyén bat thuong — v minh 1a sao ca?”

“Em nghi ngd vay thoi. Trong minh la 1dm Len a. Chwa bao gid
em thay 1 em thuc sy hiéu minh ca.”

Chung t6i ngdi xudng dung bita an ngudi vi hom nay l1a ngay
nghi ctia Mary.

“Co thu ngoai sdnh gti cho minh day,” Griselda ndi. “Dennis,
chau di 1ay dugc khong?”

Dennis ndy gi® im nhu thdc, lién vang theo.

TOi dén 14y birc thu réi 1Am bam. O gdc trai phia trén 1a dong
chit: Thu tay — Khan.

“Chac chan 13 ctia b Marple,” téi néi. “Con ai vao day nital”

TOi da dodn ding hoan toan.
MUC SU CLEMENT KINH MEN,

T6i rat mudn trao ddi vdi muc su' vé mot sé viéc vira xdy ra vdi
téi. T6i nght chuing ta phdi cd gdng lam sdng té diéu bi dn ddng
buon nay. Néu muc su’ cho phép thi khodng chin gid rudi toi nay
toi sé dén va gd cia phong lam viéc ciia muc su. CJ 1é Griselda
quy mén sé sdn long qua bén nha téi tro chuyén cho chdu trai
cia téi khudy khod, va di nhién cd cdu Dennis nita, néu cdu dy
cling mudn sang. Néu téi khéng nghe trd 101 gi thi tdi sé don hai
nguoi dy va sé dén van phong ctia muc su’ vao gio’ ndi trén.

Than kinh,

JANE MARPLE.



T6i dua thu cho Griselda.

“O, bon em s& di ma,” nang vui vé noi. “vao t6i chti nhit ma
dugc thudng thic vai ly rugu mui nha lam thi tuyét. Em ngan
moén banh cia Mary dén tan cd. Ct nhu 14y tir trong nha x4c ra
vay.”

Dennis thi chang t3 vé gi vui thu vé viéc ndy. N6 ciu nhiu:

“C6 ma tuyét cho minh bac thoi. Bac tha hd ban chuyén van
chuong nghé thut cao siéu, con chdu ngdi nghe thi chi thay
minh chang khac ndo thang dan.”

“Viéc nay tot cho chiu day,” Griselda than nhién dap, “vi nd lam
chdu hiéu ding vé minh. DU sao, ta cfing khdng nghi 6ng
Raymond West thong minh xuat chiing nhw 6ng ay o 1am ra vé.”

“Ngudi thong minh xuit ching thuc sy thi hiém 1am,” tdi néi.

T6i vO cung ban khodn khong biét dich xdc diéu ba Marple
muon noi l1a gi. Trong s6 quy ba thudc gido khu cua tdi, ba ta 13
ngudi khon ngoan sic sdo nhat, khong chi vi viéc gi xay ra thi ba
cling biét, ma con vi ba ludn suy ludn rd rang va thich dang trong
nhan dinh. Ngay nao d6 néu tdi toan lam diéu gian doi thi chinh
ba Marple 1a ngudi toi sé phai khiép so.

CAi goi 14 tiéc vui v8i ngudi chiu trai bat dau sau chin gid mot
chut, va trong khi chd b Marple dén, toi giét thdi gian bang cach
liét ké cdc su viéc lién quan dén 4n mang, va cd sap xép chung
theo dung trinh tu thoi gian. Té6i khong phai la ngudi dung gio
nhung lai ngdn nip, va tdi mudn ghi chi moi viéc mot cach bai
ban.

pung chin gi® rudi, cd tiéng gd nhe vao clta s6. Tdi dirng day



don ba Marple.

Ba choang tdm khan Shetland tinh x3o trum kin dau va vai
khién ba tréng yéu 4t va gia som. Ba budc vao, run run vi phan
kich.

“Muc su that tr té khi cho phép t6i dén day — va Griselda ciing
that tot — Raymond ngudng mo cd ay 1dm — nd ludn goi cd 4y 1a
Greuze hoan hdo... T6i ngdi day a? Toi khong ngbi vao ghé clua
muc su? 0, cAm on muc su... Khong, t6i khong can ghé dé chan
dau a.”

TO6i dat chiéc khan trum Shetland 1én mot chiéc ghé va quay lai
kéo chiéc ghé khac ngdi doi dién vdi ba khach. ching t6i nhin
nhau, réi mot nu cudi dugm chut khan nai nd trén guwong mat ba.

“T6i cAm thay muc su dang tu héi vi sao — vi sao t6i qua quan
tAm dén toan bd viéc ndy. €6 thé muc su nghi né khong hap véi
phu nit. Khéng — t6i xin muc sw — néu dugc thi xin cho toi giai
thich.”

Ba ngap ngirng mot ldc, ma ng hong.

“Muc su thay dé,” cudi cung ba 1én tiéng, “song mot than mot
minh nhu t6i & noi khi ho co gdy nay thi cin cd thd tiéu khién.
Tat nhién cd nhiéu viéc nhu dan len, v& tranh, tham gia hudng
dao hay lam thién nguyén, nhung s@ thich cua toi bao gid cling la
tim hiéu vé nhan tinh thé thdai. Rat da dang va ly thu. va 1& di
nhién trong mot ngdi lang nhoé khong cé gl dé giai tri thi ngudi ta
cé biét bao co hoi dé nghién cifu thanh thao dé tai cia minh. Ta
phan loai dan lang mot cach that rach roi thanh nhém nay nhém
kia, chiing nay loai no, ngudi nay 1a hoa nguoi kia 1a chim... DI



nhién thinh thodng ta cing nham 1an, nhung véi thoi gian thi ta
ngay cang it sai sét. va roi ta cling tu kiém tra ban thin minh. Ta
cé thé gip nhitng rac réi nho nhd — chang han chuyén mat xau
tom 10t, khién Griselda phai budn cudi — c6 nhitng diéu bi mat
hoan toan chang cd gi quan trong nhung lai cuc ky khé hiéu néu
khong dugc giai quyét thich dang. Roi chuyén nhitng vién thudc
ho bi danh trdo, chuyén chiéc 6 ctia v¢ anh hang thit — mot
chuyén hét sic vo 1y, chang qua 13 do ngudi ban rau da khong cu
xtr dang hoang vdi vg 6ng duge si ban thuéc ma thanh ra co su.
Muc su biét dd, khi phan dodn mot viéc gi va thady minh ding thi
tuyét voi thé nao.”

“Ba van thudng xuyén phan doan dung, t6i nghi thé,” t6i mim
CUi.

“piéu do khién tbi cd ddi chut tu phu, toi e 1a thé,” ba Marple
thi nhan. “Nhung toi luén ban khoan tu hoi, néu ngay nao dé gap
diéu bi mat nghiém trong thi liéu t6i cé lam dugc nhu vay khong
— v toi 1a gidi quyét rot rdo khong? Vé logic thi phai dung 13 su
viéc ay. N6i cho cung, du 12 m6 hinh ngu 16i thi cling giong nhu
ngu 16i that.”

“Y ba d6 hoan toan 1a tinh twong doi phai khong,” toi cham rai
ndi. “cé thé 13 thé, vé mait logic thi t6i thita nhan, nhung to6i
khong biét thuc té cd nhu vay khong.”

“Chac chan 13 vay,” bd Marple ddp. “Cai ma trudng 16p goi 13
nhan td ay — 13 gidng nhu thé. Nao la chuyén tién tai, chuyén
quan hé gitta hai nguoi — a — hai nguoi khac phdi, chuyén ky
quac — nhiéu nguoi tinh tinh ky quac phai khéng muc su? bung



13 khi hiéu rd vé nhiéu ngudi thi ta thy ho kha ky quic. Ngudi
binh thuwong doéi khi lai hanh dong ky quac, con ngudi khong binh
thuong thi dau 6c lai rat lanh manh va cu x@ binh thuong. Thuc
té chi cd cach duy nhat 13 so sdnh ho véi nhitng ngudi ma chung
ta quen hodc tinh c& gip, muc su s& ngac nhién khi biét tong cong
co rat it loai nguoi khac nhau.”

“Ba lam t6i hai qua,” tdi ndi. “Cé cam gidc nhu minh dang bi soi
dudi kinh hién vi vay.”

“DI nhién 13 cé ma t6i cling khong ndi bat c& diéu gi nhu thé
nay cho dai t4 Melchett ddu — 0ng ta 1a nguoi chuyén quyén doc
doan dung khong muc su? — va ca Thanh tra Slack dang thuong
nita — cha, 6ng ta giong hét c6 hang giay, chi mudn ban cho muc
su doi gidy bang da son bdng vi ¢d ta thay nd vira noi chan muc su
ma khong thém dém xia dén viéc muc sw dang cAn mot ddi bang
da bo mau nau!” M6 ta chin dung Slack nhu thé qua 1a tuyét voil
“Nhung vé vu 4n thi t6i tin chic 6ng ciing biét nhiéu khong kém
Thanh tra Slack, thua muc su Clement. T6i nghi néu chiing ta hop
tac cung nhau...”

“Tdi tw hdéi — t6i nghi trong thAm tdm modi chung ta, ai cling tu
cho minh 1a Sherlock Holmes ca.”

ROi tdi k& ba nghe vé ba 1énh triéu tip vira nhin chiéu nay, vé
viéc Anne phat hién birc tranh bi rach nat khuoén mat. Toi cling
thuat lai thai dd c¢6 Cram & dén canh sat cung chuyén Haydock
nhan dang manh tinh thé tdi dd nhat duoc.

“Tw t6i da tim thay nd,” tdi két thic. “T6i mudn vat nay cé tdm
quan trong ndo dé, nhung cd thé nd chang lién quan gi dén vu an



2"

ca.

“Md&i day toi vira vao thu vién doc nhiéu truyén trinh thdm My
dé xem c6 gidp ich gi khéng,” ba Marple noi.

“Co truyén nao noi dén acid picric khong?”

“E rang khong. Tuy nhién téi nhé cé 1an d3 xem mot truyén
trong dé cé ngudi bi dau ddc bang acid picric va bdi md clru 1én
minh.”

“Nhung trong vu nay khong cé ai bi dau doc ca, vi thé cd vé
khong thich hgp vdi van dé ctia chung ta,” toi noi.

ROi t6i cAm ban liét ké trao cho ba:

“T6i dd cO gang tédm tat cac su kién cia vu 4n mot cach rd rang
nhat.”

BAN LIET KE CUA TOI
Thu’ nam ngay 21 thdng nay

12.30 trua — Pai td Protheroe doi cudc hen vdi toi tir sdu gio
chiéu dén sdu gio muoi ldm. RAt cd thé mot nita dan lang da nghe
thay diéu nay.

12.45 — LAn cudi ngudi ta nhin thdy khdu sing ndm & chd
thuo'ng ngay ctia nd (nhung chuyén nay khdng chdc chan vi trudc
dd ba Archer ndi rdang ba ta khéng nhd ré.)

5.30 chiéu (khodng dé) — Pai td Protheroe va phu nhdn roi 0ld
Hall vdo lang bdng xe hoi.

5.30 — Cu dién thoai gid mao goi cho toi tir khu nha phia Cira
Bdc gdn old Hall.

6.15 (hodc mét hai phiit trudc dé) — Pai td Protheroe dén nha



muc vu va duoc Mary dua vao phong lam viéc.

6.20 — Ba Protheroe theo dudong lang phia sau, bdng qua vuon
dén cira héng phong lam viéc. Ba khéng nhin thdy dai td
Protheroe.

6.29 — Dién thoai goi cho ba Price Ridley tir nha Lawrence
Redding (theo tong dai dién thoai.)

6.30-6.35 — Nghe thdy tiéng nd. (Cho la thoi diém cui dién thoai
la chinh xdc). Theo loi chitng ctia Lawrence Redding, Anne
Protheroe va tién si Stone thi dudng nhu' sdm hon, nhung cd thé
ba P.R nhd diing.

6.45 — Lawrence Redding dén nha muc vu va tim thdy ti7 thi.

6.48 — TOi gdp Lawrence Redding.

6.49 — TOi phdt hién ti7 thi.

6.55 — Haydock khdm tif thi.

GHI CHU — Chi co hai ngudi khéng co chitng cit ngoai pham tir
6.30-6.35 la cO Cram va ba Lestrange. CO Cram noi minh dang &
cho khai qudt nhung khdng cd gi xdc nhan. Tuy nhién, logi c6 ta
ra khéi vu dn cd vé hop 1yj vi dudng nhit cé chdng lién quan gi cd.
Sau sdu gio’ mét chut, ba Lestrange roi nha bdc s Haydock vi co
cudc hen. Ba ta hen vdi ai, va ¢ ddu? Khéng thé hen vdi dai td
Protheroe, vi éng ta dd hen vdi téi roi. Pung la vao thoi diém xdy
ra dn mang thi ba Lestrange dang & gdn hién truong, nhung vé
déng co khién ba giét Protheroe thi cd vé khdong chdc chan. Ba ta
chdng hudng 1oi gi tir cdi chét cia dai td, va téi khéng chdp nhdn
gid thiét téng tién nhu thanh tra dua ra. Ba Lestrange khéng phdi
loai ngudi nhu vdy. Hon nita viéc ba ta ldy duoc khdu siing cua



Lawrence Redding khéng thé xdy ra.

“Hét sic ro rang,” ba Marple vira guc gac dau to y tan thanh vira
noi. “Qua 13 rat rd. Quy ong bao giv cling 1am ban ghi nhd that
tuyét.”

“Ba c6 dong y vdi nhitng gi tdi viét khong?” To6i hoi.

“0 vang — muc su di liét ké cuc chuan.”

Luc 4y toi mdi héi ba diéu t6i di dinh hoi tir biva gio: “vay ba
nghi ngd ai, ba Marple? Cé 1an ba ndi vdi tbi 1a cd dén bay nghi

”»

can.

“buing 13 tdi nghi thé” ba Marple 1o ddng dap. “Téi nghi moi
chung ta déu cd thé nghi ngd ngudi nay nguvi kia khi trong thay
viéc ho lam.”

Tuy vay ba khong héi xem t6i nghi ngg ai.

“van dé l1a ta phai ly gidi su viéc mot cach théa dang. Néu ta
dua ra mot gia thiét phu hgp véi moi su kién — 3, thi gia thiét do
phai dung. Nhung diéu dé cuc ky khé khan. Néu khong phai vi 14
thu...”

“La thu a?” t6i ngac nhién hoi.

“Vang, muc su nhé khong, t6i da ndi vdi 6ng dd. La thw ay khién
to6i suy nghi mai tir iy dén gid. Néi kiéu nio thi dé 13 thu gia
mao.”

“Chac chan vay roi,” toi dap, “bay gid chuyén ay da dudgc ly giai.
Thu dugc viét vao lic sdu gid ba muoi 1am, va mot ban tay khac —
tén sat nhan — da ghi sai 13 6.20 vao dau trang. Toi nghi chuyén
ay da dugc xac minh.”



“Nhung ngay ca nhu thé thi né van sai hoan toan,” ba Marple
nai.

“Nhung tai sao?”

“Muc st nghe nay.” BA Marple chdm tdi trudc sb6i noi. “Ba
Protheroe di ngang qua vuon nha tbi, nhu t6i da noi do, roi ba ay
dén ctra s6 phong lam viéc va nhin vao trong nhung khéng thdy
dai ta Protheroe.”

“La vi Ong Ay dang ngoi viét ¢ ban,” t6i ndi.

“Va do l1a diéu hoan toan sai. Luc 3y 1a sdu gio hai muoi. Chung
ta d3 nhAat tri 13 6ng ta khong thé ngbdi dé vao lic sdu gidf rudi dé
viét rang minh khong thé chd 1au hon — vay thi tai sao 6ng ta lai
ngoi vao ban viét vao gio d6?”

“Toi chua tirng nghi dén diéu nay,” toi chdm rai dap.

“Muc su Clement kinh mén, ching ta hdy xem xét 1an nita tirng
chi tiét. B Protheroe dén bén ctra hdng va nghi rdng trong phong
khong c6 ai — chac han ba Ay phai nghi vay, néu khong ba da
chang ddm xudng xudng vé gip dng Redding vi nhu thé khong an
todn. Cin phong phai tuyét ddi vang lang néu ba ay nghi trong dé
khong cé ngudi. Nhu thé cé ba kha nang, diung khong muc su?”

“Ba dinh noi 1a...”

“A, kha nang th nhat 13 cd thé dai ti Protheroe da chét roi —
nhung tdi khong tin diéu do 1a sy that. Trudc tién 13 vi 6ng ta chi
mdi & d4 khoang ndm phut va ba 4y hodc t6i cd thé da nghe tiéng
sung no; hon nita lai khé gidi thich viéc dng ta ngdi & ban viét.
Kha nang th& hai, di nhién ong ta dang ngodi viét thu trudc ban,
nhung trong trudng hop ay thi bic thuw phai hoan toan khac. Thu



khong thé viét 13 6ng ay khong thé chd muc su dugc. Con kha
nang thiba...”

“Sao co?”

“A, kha nang thir ba 1a ba Protheroe ndi dung, di nhién thé, va
trong phong ldc ay khong cé ai ca.”

“Y ba 1a sau khi dugc ngudi hdu dua vao phong, 6ng ay lai trd ra
roi sau d6 mdi quay lai u?”

“vang.”

“Nhung vi sao 6ng ay phai lam vay?”

Ba Marple xo0e hai tay to vé kha bdi roi.

“Thé ¢ nghia ba dang xem xét vu an & géc dé hoan toan khac,”
t6i noi.

“Nhiéu ldc nguoi ta phai lam vay — vé moi viéc. Muc su khong
nghi vay sao?”

T6i khong tra 18 vi dang cin than nham lai ba kha ning ba
Marple goi ra. Ba gia khé thd dai roi ditng 1én:

“TO1 phai vé thoi. Toi rat vui dugc ndi chuyén véi muc sw mot
chit — mac du chua gidi quyét duoc gi nhiéu, phai khong muc
su?”

“ThAt tinh ma néi thi todn bd vu ndy qua roi ram,” tdi vira ndi
vira dua chiéc khan trum cho ba.

“O! Toi thi khéng nghi thé. Néi chung theo t6i c6 mot gia thiét
kha phu hop. P 13, néu muc su thira nhan mot su trung hop
ngau nhién — ma tdi nghi cé thé chip nhin mot sy ngau nhién
nhu thé. TAt nhién, trung hop nhiédu hon 1a khdong thé.”



“Ba thuc su nghi vay sao? Y t6i 1a vé cac gia thiét ay?” tdi nhin
ba hadi.

“Toi thira nhan trong gia thiét t6i dua ra cd thiéu s6t — mot su
viéc ma tbi chua lam rd duoc. Oi! Gid nhw bic thu &y hoan toan
khac...”

BA thd dai 1ic diu. Rdi ba budc vé phia cra hong, ban tay vd
tinh cham vao bui cAy hoa héo trong chau kiéng.

“Cay nay phai tudi thuong xuyén hon muc su Clement a. Thiéu
nudc tram trong, kho chuwa! €6 hau nha ong phai tudi moi ngay
mdi dugc. CO Ay cd chu v viéc nay khong a?”

“co 4y chang dé mat vao bat c viéc gi,” toi dap.

“Ch&c c6 ta con non tay nghd,” bd Marple gai v.

“Phai,” toi ddp. “Ma Griselda thi khang khang tir chéi uén nan
cO ta, vi ba nha toi nghi chi ngudi hdu ma khong ai thém nhan thi
mdi & 1au vdi ching t6i. VAy ma hom no Mary da doa nghi roi
day.”

“Thé 42 Tdi ¢ tudng c6 ta quy mén dng ba muc su’ lam.”

“T6i thi khong nghi vdy. Nhung that ra 1a do Lettice lam c6 ta
phat y. Sau khi bi thdm van, Mary tré vé trong tAm trang khong
binh thuong va gip Lettice ¢ ddy — thé 13 hai c0 161 qua tiéng lai
vdi nhau.”

“O1” ba Marple vira dom budc qua ca s6 bong dirng phat lai kéu
1én, mat ba doi sac.

“Oi trdi oil Sao minh lai ngu thé nay ch!” ba 1am bam. “Ra 13
thé. Chac chan rdi.”



“Xin 10i, gi thé ba?”

BA quay lai nhin t6i lo 1ang,

“Khong cé gi, chi 13 tdi vira nghi ra mot y. T6i phai vé va suy xét
diéu nay cho thau dio cai da. Muc su biét khong, t6i nghi minh da
qua dan don — ngu hét chd néi ludn.”

“T61 thay kho ma tin diéu dé,” toi lich su ndi.

Pua ba ra nga clra s roi bing qua bai co, toi hoi:

“Ba 6 thé cho tdi biét minh chot nghi ra diéu gi khong?”

“Ngay ltic nay thi t6i e 13 khong. Muc su thdy dé, van c6 kha
nang 13 t6i nham 1an. Nhung t6i khong nghi viy. Pén cdng nha tdi
roi, muc suw khong can di xa hon dau, t6i cAm on muc su nhiéu. “

“Ba con vudng mac & chd 14 thw, dung khong?” toi héi khi ba
budc qua cong va cii then.

Ba 10 dang nhin toi.

“Thu 42 0 di nhién 14 thw gia r6i. Téi chua bao gid nghi né 1a
that ca. Chic 6ng ngli ngon, muc su Clement.”

ROi ba thoan thoit budc trén 16i vao nhd, mic toi ditng dé nhin
sttng.

Toi chang hiéu ra 1am sao.
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Griselda va Dennis van chua veé. T6i hiéu rd gi¢f toi theo ba Marple
vao nha dén ho vé 1a chuyén hét sic binh thudng, nhung ca ba va
toi déu mai chd tAm vao diéu bi mat dén mc quén bang moi thi.

T6i dang ding & sdnh ngoai, tw hdi cd nén sang bén ay gip vg
va chau minh khong thi chudng cra reo 1én. Toi budc ra va trong
thdy mot 14 thw & hom thu; nghi rang vi né ma cé ngudi goi
chubng, t6i 13y thu ra. Tuy nhién lic 4y chudng lai reo 1an nita, toi
vOi nhét 14 thu vao ti 4o r6i mé cia chinh.

La dai ta Melchett.

“Chio, Clement. Toi dang trén dudng tir thi tran vé bang xe hoi.
Chi tat qua thdm muc su xem c6 gi uéng khong.”

“Tuyét qua,” toi ndi. “Moi 6ng vao van phong.”

Melchett c&i chiéc 4o khoac da va theo tdi vao phong lam viéc.
T6i mang hai chiéc c6c cung vdi whisky va soda dén. Melchett
dang chan di@ng trudc 10 sudi, tay van vé bd ria mép dugc cat tia
can than.

“To1 c6 vai tin mdi cho 6ng, muc su Clement a. Tin dong troi day
nhé. Nhung huom da. Tinh hinh & day sao r6i? 6 thém ba 3o
nao phat hién diéu gi nita khong?”

“C4c ba ay cr 1am,” t6i dap. “Céd mdt ba cho rang minh di cé
manh moi.”



“Ba ban Marple ctia chiing ta hi?”

“La ba Marple, ban chtiing ta.”

“Cac ba ay thi bao gi¢ cling tudng minh biét tudt,” dai ta
Melchett néi, réi thich thi nham nhi ly whisky.

“C4 thé 1a to6i khdng nén xen vao viéc nay,” t6i ndi. “Nhung toi
nghi nén thim van thang bé ban ca. Y tdi 13 néu ké giét ngudi di
ra bang ctra trudc thi c6 cd may ciu ta da trong thay han.”

“Slack da thadm van no rdi,” Melchett dap. “Nhung thang bé khai
nd chang nhin thiy ai cd. Khé ma nhin thiy l1am. Tén st nhan cé
thé da tim hiéu kj. & cong trudc nha muc vu lai cé nhiéu bui ram,
nén han ta cé thé quan sat lic ndo thi dudng vang ngudi. Thang
bé ban cd d3 ghé lai nhiéu noi — nha muc vu, nha Haydock roi
nha ba Price Ridley nita, nén tén giét ngudi rat dé 1an tranh nd.”

“vang, chac 13 thé,” t6i noi.

“Mat khac, néu chang may thang Archer bat luong kia giét
ngudi va Fred Jackson bat gip han thi tdi cling hét sttc ngd phai
chang thang bé khai gian. Archer 13 ho hang v4i néd ma.”

“Ong c6 nghi ngd Archer nhiéu khéng?”

“A, muc su biét do, 130 Protheroe da tan céng Archer rat kich
liét. Gitta hai ngudi da cé nhiéu trdn song mai. Tinh Protheroe thi
khong may nhan hiu khoan dung.”

“Puing vay, 6ng iy 1a nguoi rat nhan tam,” tdi ndi.

“Y t6i 13, minh mudn séng thi cling phai dé cho ngudi ta séng
vdi ch,” Melchett tiép. “TAt nhién luat phdap thi phai dau ra 4o,
khong thé cé tinh trang nuong nhe. b6 1a diéu Protheroe khong



bao gio'lam.”

“Ong ta ludn tu hao vé diéu ay,” toi nai.

ROi ngap ngirng doi chut, toi hoi tiép:

“Cai ‘tin dong troi’ 6ng dinh ndi vdi toi la gi?”

“Cha, qua 1a dong troi. Muc su biét 14 thu Protheroe viét dd khi
6ng ay bi &m sat chu?”

“vang.”

“Chung t6i da tim dugc mot chuyén gia — dé biét dong chit 6.20
cé phai do ban tay khac thém vao khong. buong nhién chung tbi
glti cd cdc mau chit viét tay cia Protheroe. VA muc su cé biét
chuyén gia két ludn thé nao khoéng? L4 thu 4y hoan toan khong
phai do Protheroe viét.”

“Y 6ng la gid mao u?”

“pung 13 gid mao. Ho cho rang dong 6.20 lai do mdt ngudi khac
nita viét — nhung ho khong chac chan. Tiéu dé ay dugc viét bang
th® muc khac, nhung ban than 14 thw 1a gid mao. Protheroe
khong hé viét nd.”

“Ho c6 chac chan khong?”

“A, ho qua quyét trdm phin trdm. Muc su hiéu thé nao 1a
chuyén gia ma! O, nhung ho ciing chi khang dinh twong d6i thoi.”

“Qua ngac nhién,” t6i ndi roéi suc nhd ra. “Sao lic ba Protheroe
néi rang nét chit ny khong gidng ctia chdng ba thi toi lai khong
lutu v nhil”

“That vay sao?”

“TOi ¢ nghi cac ba thudng hay nhan xét ngu ngo thé thoi, bdi 18



theo tdi chic chin dng Protheroe da viét bitc thu 4y.” Ching toi
nhin nhau. R6i t6i chdm rai ndi: “That ky la, t6i nay ba Marple
cling bao 14 thu 4y 13 hoan toan gid mao.”

“Quy tha ma bat cai ba 4y, néu chinh bi ta 13 tht pham thi ba
ta cling chi biét dén thé ma thoi.”

Ngay luc ay chudng dién thoai vang lén. Tiéng chudng dién
thoai cfing mang yéu td tAm ly; ltc nay day né reo dai dang nhu
bao hiéu diém go.

T6i budc dén nhac 6ng nghe.

“Nha muc vu day,” t6i noi. “Ai & dau day thé?”

Mot giong ndi ky la, the thé cudéng loan vang lén:

“T6i mudn xung toi. Lay Chua, t6i mudn xung toi.”

“A 18, a 16,” t6i ndi. “Xem kia, anh da ngit dudng day rdi. S6 may
nao vay?”

MOt giong noi ué 0ai dap rang khong biét, roi xin 18i vi khién t6i
bi quay ray.

T6i gac 6ng nghe va quay lai chd Melchett:

“Co 1an O6ng ndi minh s& phat dién néu lai c6 thém nguoi tu
nhan minh 1a tht pham phai khong?”

“Chuyeén gi vay?”

“Cé ngudi mudn thd tdi... Nhung téng dai di ngat dudng day
roi.”

Melchett nhay b tdi chup 14y dng nghe.

“T6i s€ noi chuyén vdi ho.”

“Ong goi di, cé thé s& cd hidu qua d4,” toi néi. “Gi¥ thi toi di day.



TOi vira thoang nghi minh da nhan ra giong ndi nay.”
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TO6i héi ha di vao lang. b3 mudi mot gid dém, va vao mudi mot gid
dém chu nhét thi ca lang St. Mary Mead da say ngu. Tuy nhién
khi di qua, thay 1du mot con sadng dén, biét Hawes con thic nén
toi dirng lai nhan chudng.

Mai mot 1dc 1au sau, ba Sadler, chti nha Hawes thué, méi cay
cuc thio xong hai then cai cong, mot sgi diy xich va tra khéa vao
0, r6i lom lom nhin tdi mot cdch ngd vuc, ba kéu 1én:

“Sao, la muc su a?”

“Xin chao,” toi dap. “T6i mubn gip cdu Hawes. Thay phong sang
dén nén toi nghi ciu iy con thic.”

“Cling cd thé. Tl sau ltc an t6i dén gid thi téi khong nhin thay
anh ta. T6i nay anh ta ¢ nha m6t minh — khong ra ngoai ma
cling chang cé ai dén tham ca.”

TO6i git dau roi lwst qua ba, budc voi 1én ciu thang. Hawes thué
mot phong ngt va mdt phong khach & 1au mot.

Toi budc vao phong khach. Hawes dang nam ngu say trén chiéc
ghé dai, t6i vdo ma anh chang hay biét. Bén canh anh 13 hop
thudc rong va ly nudc di voi mot nira.

Trén san, gan chan trai cia anh, 13 mot mau gidy cé chit bi vo
nhau. T6i nhat 1én va vudt phang. T¥ gidy viét: Muc su’ Clement
kinh mén —



Poc xong thu toi kéu 1én va dut thu vao tdi, réi cdi xudng xem
xét Hawes. Sau dé cAm 14y dién thoai dé gAn Hawes, tdi goi vé nha
muc vu. Chac han Melchett van con dang cd truy tim cudc goi, vi
tong dai bdo may dang ban. Téi nhd ho goi lai cho minh r6i cip
may.

TO6i 1an vao tdi dinh xem lai t& gidy vira nhat dugc, nhung cung
Ic toi lai 16i cd bie thw 14y tir hop thw ma tdi chua kip doc. That
khung khiép, 14 thu nhin rat quen, vi né cing mot nét chit vdi thu
nic danh ma t6i nhan dugc ban chiéu.

TOi bdc thu.

T6i doc mot 1An — roi hai 1an — ma van khong sao hiéu ndi
dung.

TOi toan doc 14n thi® ba thi chudng dién thoai reo. Nhu nguoi
mong du, t6i nhac 6ng nghe:

“Al10.”

“A 10, chao.”

“Ong day a, Melchett?”

“Vang, muc sw dang & dau? TO6i tim ra ¢ goi roi. SO may la...

“TO1 biét sO may ay.”

“0, vy thi tot qud. Muc su dang goi tir s6 4y phai khong?”

“Pung vay.”

“Viéc xung tdi ra sao roi?”

“T6i da nghe thu t6i.”

“y 6ng 13 dad bat dugc hung thi sao?”

Pay 13 1dc tdi cAm thay bi gidng xé nhat trong doi. Téi nhin



Hawes. T6i nhin 14 thw bi vo nhau. T6i nhin 14 thw nic danh viét
nguéch ngoac. T6i nhin chiéc hop réng cd ghi tén thude Cherubim.
T6i nhd 1ai moét cudc ndi chuyén tinh cd nao do.

Toi gng guong hét sitc méi tra 15i:

“TO1 — toi khong biét. Ong nén dén day ngay thi tot hon.”

Va t6i cho Oong ta dia chi.

Sau do tdi ngdi xubng chiéc ghé dbi dién vdi Hawes va suy nghi.

TOi cé vén ven hai phut dé 1am viéc nay.

Pung hai phut nita, Melchett sé dén.

T6i cAm 14 thu nic danh 1én va doc 1an th ba tir dau dén cuodi.

ROi t6i nham mat lai va suy nghi...
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T6i khong rd minh d3 ngbi dé bao 1au — thuc té chi vai phut thoi,
t6i nghi thé, tuy nhién cdm gidc nhu thoi gian troi qua vo tn cho
dén khi t6i nghe tiéng md& ca. T6i quay lai ngudc 1én va thay
Melchett budc vao phong.

Ong ta nhin cham cham Hawes dang say ngu trén ghé roi quay
sang toi:

“Gl vay Clement? Thé nay nghia 13 sao?”

T6i chon mot trong hai 14 thw dang cam trén tay roi dua cho
Melchett. Ong khé doc thanh tiéng:

MUC SU CLEMENT THAN MEN, - Pay la diéu cuc ky tdi té ma toi
phdi ndi ra. ROt cudc, téi nght nén viét thu' cho 6ng, roi sau do
chiing ta cd thé trao déi tiép. Chuyén cd lién quan dén vu bién
tha vira qua. Téi rat ldy lam tiéc vi da qud chi quan trong viéc
xdc dinh thi pham. That dau long khi téi phdi két toi mdt muc
sir dd duoc thu phong cua nha tho, nhung ro rang toi chi lam vi
nhiém vu. Cdn phdi tritng phat dé lam guong va...

Melchett nhin t6i do hdi. bén day dong chi trd nén nguéch
ngoac khong doc ra, nhu thé cai chét bat ngd ap dén véi ngudi
viét.

Melchett ndng né thd dai réi nhin Hawes.



“Hda ra day la 10i giai dap! Mot ngudi tham chi ching ta khong
bao giv ngo tdi. Vi hoi han nén anh ta mdi thu toil”

“Gan day cau ay té ra rat ky quac,” toi noi.

POt nhién Melchett kéu thét 1én ddng thdi budc vdi dén chd
ngudi dang ngl. Ong ndm 14y vai anh ta, ban dau lay nhé nhe roi
sau dé cang lic cang manh dan.

“Hawes khong ngu! Anh ta bi soc thu6c! Chuyén nay nghia la
sao?”

Mat 6ng cham phai hop thudc rong. Ong nhit chiéc hop lén.

“Co phai anh ta...?”

“Toi cling nghi vay,” t6i dap. “HOm no ciu ay c6 dua cho t6i xem
nhitng th& nay va néi rang dugc canh bao 1a khéng diing qua liéu.
Pay 1a cach tu két liéu, anh chang dang thuong. C6 1€ d6 1a cach
tot nhat. Chung ta cling khong can phai xét xr anh ta nita.”

Nhung Melchett trudc hét 1a canh sat truwdng. Nhitng 1y 18 dang
16i cudn t6i chang may may tac dong dén dng. Ong ta da tém duoc
ké sat nhan thi 6ng ta muén han phai bi treo cd.

Trong tich tac dng ta dén bén may dién thoai, lién tuc nhac 1én
dip xubng 6ng nghe cho dén khi dugc n6éi may. Ong xin so bac si
Haydock, roi trong khi ch¢ dogi, 6ng ding lang thinh, tai dan vao
may cdon mat huéng vé guong mait ril rugi dang nam trén ghé kia.

“A 16 — a 16 — a 10 — bac si Haydock phai khong? Bac si dén
High Street ngay 1ap titc dugc khong? LA tro té Hawes. Khan cip...
Sao c0?... A, s6 may nao thé?... 0, xin 16i nhé.” Ong gdc may, ndi
dda:



“Nham sd, nham s0 — lic nao cling nham sé! Mot mang nguoi
dang treo 1o Itng trén cai nham ay. A 16 — 6 ndi may nham so
roi... U — ding lam mat thoi gian nita — cho t6i s6 ba muoi chin
— chin ch& khong phai nam.”

Lai mot hoi sét rudt cho dgi — 1an nay thi nhanh hon. “A 16 —
Haydock phai khong? La Melchett goi day. Ong dén ngay so 19 High
Street dugc khong? Trg té Hawes udng thudc qua liéu. Ngay 1ap tic
nhé, chuyén sinh t day.”

ROi cAdnh sat trudng gidc may va noén ndéng sai budc quanh
phong.

“Clement a, t6i khong hiéu tai sao muc su lai khéng goi bac si
ngay? bau éc 6ng dé & dau vay ho troi?!”

May thay Melchett chang bao gid nghi ngudi khic dam cd vy
kién khac vdi minh. Thay toi lang thinh, 6ng ta hdi tiép: “Muc su
tim thay thw nay ¢ dau?”

“Bi vO nhau & trén san — tur tay cau ay roi xudng.”

“La that — ba co gia kia da ndi ding vé bic thu gid mao chung
ta tim thay. Lam thé ndo ba ta nhan ra nhi? Nhung cai ké khong
huy bic thu thi qua 1a ngu nhu 1ira. Nghi ma xem — gilt nd lai 1a
bang ching nguy hiém nhat!”

“Thé gian lu6n ddy mau thuan ma.”

“Néu khong nhu vay thi khong biét bao gid' chiing ta mdi tom
dugc tén sat nhan! va sdm muon gi ching cling gy thém chuyén
dién r6. Trong 6ng co vé khong dugc khde, muc su Clement a. Cu
sOc nay qua nang né véi 6ng phai khong?”



“pung thé. Nhu tdi d3 nodi, nhiéu lic thai dd cia Hawes théat ky
quac, nhung tdi khong bao gid nghi rang...”

“Ai thé nhi? cha, cd tiéng xe hoi.” Ong ta budc dén bén clta sb
day khung kinh 1én rdéi nhoai ngudi ra ngoai. “Phai, dung la
Haydock.”

Mot ldc sau bac s budc vdo phong. chi vai tr ngin gon,
Melchett bao sur tinh.

Haydock khong phdi 12 ngudi hay boc 10 cdAm xuc. Ong chi
nhudn may, git dau, roi sai budc vé phia ngudi bénh. Ong bat
mach, vach mi mat Hawes va cham chd nhin vdo mat anh ta.

Poan dng quay lai chd Melchett.

“Ong muodn tdi cru Hawes dé rdi treo cd anh ta u?” bac si
Haydock héi. “Ong biét d6, anh ta sip 1én dudng roi, du sao thi...
T6i khong biét minh cé thé cttu anh ta dugc khong.”

“Con nudc con tat.”

“RO.”

Bac s loay hoay vdi hop thudc mang theo, chuan bi mdt liéu
thudc tiém dudi da va tiém vao canh tay Hawes. ROi 6ng ding 1én:

“Tot nhat 13 nén dua ciu iy dén Much Benham — dén bénh
vién & do. Giup t6i mdt tay dua anh ta xudéng xe nao.”

C3 hai chung t6i xim vao khiéng phu. Khi Haydock ngbi vao tay
14i, 6ng ném vé phia sau 16i binh pham:

“Ong khong thé treo cO trg t& Hawes dugc dau, ong biét diy
Melchett a.”

“Ong dinh néi 13 anh ta khéng thé hdi phuc chi gi?”



“Cé thé dugc ma cling cd thé khong. Y téi khong phai viy, ma 13
ngay ca néu cau ay hoi phuc — thi con ngudi bat hanh nay cling
khong phai chiu trach nhiém vé hanh vi cia minh. T6i s& lam
chitng nhu thé.”

“Ong ta dinh ndi gi thé nhi?” Melchett hoi khi ching tdi trd 1én
lau.

Tdi giai thich rang Hawes bi chitng hon mé vi viém néo.

“Bénh budn ngt ha? Thdi budi nay luc nio ngudi ta cling tim ra
ly do bién minh cho moi hanh vi ban thiu, muc su cé déng v
khong?”

“Khoa hoc gitip ching ta hiéu biét nhiéu diéu.”

“Khoa hoc cai con khi — xin 106i muc sw Clement, nhung tat ca
nhitng tro mau me diéu bo ay 1am t6i buc minh. Tinh t6i von ngay
thang. Cha, t6i nghi chiing ta nén nhin quanh mdt chut xem sao.”

Nhung ngay ldc d6 cau chuyén gitta chiung t6i bi gidn doan —
mot cach ddng kinh ngac. Cra bat m& va ba Marple budc vao
phong.

Mat ba trng hong vi phan khich, va cé vé ba nhan ra ching t6i
dang ling tung.

“Xin thit 16i — v0 cling xin 16i — vi khong md&i ma dén — xin
chao dai td Melchett. T6i hét sttc xin 18i, nhung nghe tin trg té
Hawes bi bénh, t6i nghi minh phai dén xem cé giup duoc gi
khong.”

Ba ngap ngirng. bai ta Melchett buc titc nhin ba chdm cham.

“Bi tlr t&€ qua, ba Marple,” dng ta néi coc 16c. “Nhung chang cé



viéc gi phién dén ba cd. Ma nay, lam sao ba biét dugc?”

Po chinh 1a diéu t6i dang néng long muon hail

“La do dién thoai,” ba Marple giai thich. “Ho qud bat can noéi
nham may, ding khéng? Ban dau 6ng goi toi ma ngd tbi 1a bac si
Haydock. SO may cua t6i 1a ba 1am.”

“A, ra thé!” toi thot 1én. Bao gid cling co 16i gidi thich hoan toan
tot dep va hop 1y cho su théng tué ctia ba Marple.

“Thé nén tdi dén day xem co gi can gidp khong.”

“Ba that qua tot bung,” Melchett 1ap lai, thAm chi con lanh nhat
hon. “Nhung chang cd viéc gi ma 1am ca. Haydock dua Hawes dén
bénh vién roi.”

“bén bénh vién thit u? T6i nghe ma nhe ca nguoi! Vao bénh
vién s& rat an toan cho cau ay. Khi éng bao ‘khong cé viéc gi ma
lam’, 6ng khong dinh ndi 1a khong can gitp trg té Hawes day chu?
Ong khong dinh ndi 1a cdu ay s& khong binh phuc ch?”

“Khong cé gi chic chan ca,” toi néi.

BA Marple 1wt mat qua hop thudc.

“Chac ciu iy dung thudc qué liéu phai khong?” ba hoi.

Melchett chac mudn gift kin viéc ndy, t6i nghi thé, con toi cd 18
khéac hon. Nhung cudc tranh luan véi ba Marple vé vu dn van con
nguyén trong tam tri tdi khién tdi lai ddng quan diém vdi dng ta,
maic du phai thita nhan rang t6i hoi khd chiu vi cai 16i nhanh
nhAau xuAt hién va ca théi td mo ham hd ctia ba cd nay.

“Tot nhat ba nén xem cdi nay,” t6i ndi doan dua ba xem 14 thu
viét d0 cua 6ng Protheroe. Ba cAm 14y doc ma khoéng té vé gi ngac



nhién.

“Ba d3 ludn ra diéu gi roi, ding khong nao?” t6i hoi.

“vang — vang, dung thé. Muc su cd thé cho t6i biét dugc khong,
vi sao t6i nay 6ng lai dén day? bé 1a diéu khién toi suy nghi rat
lung. C& muc su' va dai ta Melchett — t0i khong sao nghi ra dugc.”

Toi giai thich vé& cd dién thoai, va rang tdi nghi minh nhan ra
giong cila Hawes. Ba Marple trAm ngam git gu.

“RAt thd vi. Hét stc may man — cd thé néi nhu thé. Vang, cu
dién thoai a4y da duwa muc su dén day kip thaoi.”

“Kip thoi viéc g méi dugc?” toi chwa chat hoi.

Ba Marple té vé ngac nhién.

“Tat nhién 1a kip thoi c@u trg té€ Hawes roi.”

“Ba khong nghi 13 néu Hawes khong tinh lai thi s& tot hon sao?
TOt hon cho ciu ay va ca cho moi ngudi. Gi¢ day chung t6i da tim
ra su thatva...”

Toi dirng phat lai — vi bd Marple lai gt gt mot cach dit doi
khac thuding khién tdi lac mach quén bang minh dang ndi gi.

“DT nhién, di nhién d4 1a diéu han ta mudn muc sw nghil” ba
néi. “Rang muc suw da biét ra su that — va nhu thé 13 tot cho tat ca
moi ngudi, 6 ding roi, moi th déu rat an khdp vdi nhau — bic
thu, viéc udng thudc qua liéu, trang thai tinh than cta trg té
Hawes dang thuong va 16i tha tdi ciia cdu ay. Moi th déu trung
khdp — nhung déu sai ca...”

Chung t6i tro mat nhin ba.

“BOi thé tdi mdi murng cho trg té Hawes duoc an toan — trong



bénh vién — nai khong ai ¢ thé dén gin ciu ay dy duogc. Néu trg
té Hawes binh phuc, cdu ay s& ndi hét sy that vdi muc su.”

“sit that u?”

“Phai — rang cau ay chua hé dong dén mot sgi téc trén dau dng
Protheroe.”

“Nhung cd dién thoai — bitc thw — thudc qua liéu,” t6i néi. “Moi
thir da r6 rang.”

“p4 12 han muodn muc su nghi thé. 0i, hin qua rat khon ngoan!
Gift lai 14 thw va dung ndé kifu nay thi thuc sy qua ddi khon
ngoan.”

“Ba bao ‘han’, nghia 13 sao?”

“Y t0i 13 tén sat nhan,” ba Marple dap.

ROi ba lang 1ing ndéi tiép:

“T6i muon ndi 6ng Lawrence Redding...”



Chu’o’ng3 O

Chung tdi tr6 mat nhin ba Marple. Trong mdt phut bat chgt ching
t6i nghi ba da hda rd bdi 101 budc tdi qua phi ly.

Pai td Melchett 13 ngudi dau tién 1én tiéng. Ong to ra lich su
pha chut thuong hai:

“That vo ly, ba Marple. Ong Redding hoan toan vo tdi ma.”

“buong nhién roi,” ba Marple néi. “Moi viéc da dugc y lo liéu
ca.”

“Nguoc lai thi c6,” giong dai td Melchett lanh tanh. “Cau ay da
cd hét sic dé tu td gidc chinh minh.”

“bung,” ba Marple dap. “Y da khién chung ta tin nhu thé, nhat
13 t6i. Chac 6ng con nhd, thua muc sw Clement, viéc Redding di
diu thd da khién tbi vo cung sttng sot. Moi suy luin cta t6i khi ay
tré nén roi ram va tham chi tdi con tin rang y thuc su vo t6i —
ngay khi ban than tdi dd doan chic thi pham khéng ai khac hon
lay.”

“Vay ngudi ba nghi ngd 1a Lawrence Redding sao?”

“Theo ly thuyét thi dé ludn la ké it ai ngd dén nhat. Nhung t6i
thdy quy ludt dé chang dung teo ndo khi dp dung vao thuc té.
Cing nhu long quy mén cda toi danh cho phu nhan Protheroe
cling khong gidp tdi tranh dugc phai di dén két ludn rang ba ay
hoan toan bi Redding gidt day dang sau va s& 1am bat c didu gl y



xUi bay. Va hién nhién 1a v chang phai loai dan 6ng san sang cao
chay xa bay vdi mot ngudi dan ba khong xu dinh tdi. Trong tham
tam vy, viéc khién dai ta Protheroe bién mat khoi thé gian nay 1a
can thiét — vay nén y khir 6ng ta. bung 14 ci thé loai trai to banh
ma vo dao durc!”

Pai td Melchett sau may lan sot rudt khit miii dd bat dau nhang
Xi 1én:

“Ngd ngan hét sic! Cac hoat dong ctia Redding dd hoan toan
dugc xac minh cho dén 6 gi® 45 phut, va Haydock ciing ndi rang
6ng Protheroe khong thé bi giét vao lic Ay. T6i nghi ba ludn tu tin
rang minh thong thai hon ca bac si. Hay ba lai nghi ngd Haydock
cO y khai gian — sao vay ha trgi?”

“T6i nghi chitng c¥ clia bac si Haydock hoan toan chuin xac béi
6ng ay la nguoi rat chinh truc. va tat nhién, phu nhan Protheroe
mdi chinh 13 ngudi ban chét ngai dai t4 — ch® khong phai
Redding.”

MOt 1an nita ching tdi lai tr6 mat nhin ba. BA c6 Marple hét
chinh lai cai khdn ren trum dau dén tdm khan choang bong phu
trén vai roi nhe nhang ‘lén 18p’ chdng tdi bang luin diéu dang
kinh ngac nhat theo cich tu nhién nhat trén doi.

“Toi nghi gi¢ 1a lic nén ndi ra diéu nay. Niém tin cia mot ca
nhan — cho du c6 vitng vang dén mitc an siu vao ca nhan thic di
nita thi cling khong thé sanh bang ching c?. Trit khi cd nhan dé
co 101 gidi thich khdp vdi tat ca cac dit kién (nhu toi da ndi vdi muc
su Clement luc t6i), thi anh ta khong thé dua ra bat ky két luan
nao. Va 10i giai thich cta t6i cling chua day di — con thiéu mot



chi tiét — nhung bat ngd ngay lic roi van phong clia muc su
Clement, tdi chgt nhin ra diu ban tay trén chiu hoa bén cta s6 —
va — a — thi ra 1a thé! Moi viéc d3 r6 nhu ban ngay!”

“pién — dién qua roi,” Melchett thi thao vdi téi. Nhung ba
Marple lai thdn nhién tuoi cudi nhin ching t6i va ti€p tuc cat
giong nhe nhang day quy phai:

“Toi thue su khong muodn tin vao suy ludn cia minh — hoan
toan khong muon. BGi 1& t6i rat quy cd hai ngudi bon ho. Nhung
nhan tinh thé thai 1a vy ddé. Ban dau, khi y ta roi ba ay déu lan
luot nhan t0i theo cdi cach ngiy ngd nhat, long tdi thay nhe
nhdm hon bao gi® hét. T6i d3 IAm. Roi tdi bat dau nghi dén nhitng
ngudoi khac cé dong co muon giét dai ta Protheroe.”

“Cé dén bay nghi can!” téi 1am bam.

Ba nhin t6i mim cuoi:

“Chinh xac. Trong s0 dd cé Archer — c6 vé khong dung, nhung
cau ta nghién rugu (ma rugu vao thi dé ndi dda, ai biét dugc!) va
tat nhién c¢é c6 hadu Mary nha muc su. C6 nay tinh khi that
thudng, lai dan diu vdi Archer 1au nay. C6 ca dong co 1an thoi cd —
vi sao, vi lic 3y trong nha muc vu chi cé minh c6 ta! Ba 130 Archer
cling cd thé 14y stung tir nha Redding dwa cho mdt trong hai ngudi
bon ho. Va réi ca Lettice nita — con bé khao khat dugc tuw do cling
nhu cd tai san dé€ sdng theo y minh. Tdi tirng biét nhifu trudng
hop quy c6 xinh dep va tao nhd nhat cling chinh 1a nhitng ké bat
chip luan thudng dao 1y khong chtt do dw — maic du chang cé
quy 6ng nao chiu tin nhu vay ca.”

T6i nhiu may.



“ROi dén chuyén cai vot tennis,” ba Marple noi tiép.

“Cai vot tennis u?”

“Vang, cai vot ma con hau Clara nha ba Price Ridley nhin thay
trén bai c6 gan cong nha muc vu ay. N6 cho thay ciu Dennis da
roi cudc choi tennis sdm hon so vdi 161 khai ctia minh. May cau
trai tudi mudi sdu thudng hay chap choang ltic thé nay khi thé kia
vay ma. Cho du déng co'1a gi di nita — vi bénh vi'c muc su hay vi
Lettice di nita thi vAn cé kha ning. ROi tit nhién cd tro t& Hawes
t0i nghiép vdi cd muc sw nita — tat nhién khong phai hai nguti
cung lic — ma hodc ngudi nay hoac ngudi kia, ndi nhu gidi luat
su.”

“TO1 sa0?” Toi kéu 1én day kinh ngac.

“A vang. Toi xin 160i — that ra t6i khong bao gid nghi vay —
nhung d3 cd chuyén tién quy bi boc hoi. Thtt pham danh cdp s
tién chi cé thé 12 muc sw hodc Hawes, nhung ba Price Ridley thi lai
di la ca bong gid vdi ca lang rang chinh 1 muc suw — bdi vi mdi khi
bi chit van chuyén 4y thi muc su luén phan wng dit ddi. Hién
nhién, ban than tdi luén doan chic thi pham chinh 12 Hawes —
ciu 4y ludn khién tdi nhd tdi ngudi choi dan 6ng bat hanh ma toi
tirng ké. Nhung du sao thi cling khong thé hoan toan chic chan...”

“Rang dau 1a nhan tinh thé thai,” toi dit khoat két cau.

“Chinh x4c. Tiép theo, cd ca Griselda ddng mén nita.”

“Nhung phu nhan Clement hodn toan vd can,” Melchett cat
ngang. “Ba ay trd vé trén chuyén tau sau gid nam muoi phut kia

”

ma.

“La ba 4y ndi thé” ba Marple bt lai. “pirng bao gio tin vao 10i



néi sudng. Chuyén tau sau gid ndm muoi phut t8i hdm dé tré dén
nhitng na tiéng dong ho. Vay ma lic bay gid muoi 1am thi chinh
mat toi lai thay ba 4y chuén bi di dén 0ld Hall. Nghia 13 ba 4y da
bat chuyén tau sém hon dé vé day. Ping 13 tdi da trong thaiy ba
ay; nhung cé 18 muc su ciing biét ch?”

Ba nhin t6i do hoi. Cai nhin day uy luc cta ba thoi thic tdi dua
ra birc thu ndc danh ma t6i vira m@ doc cach day khong 1au. Trong
thu ghi rd Griselda bi bat gip rdi khoi nha Lawrence Redding bang
ctra sau lic sau gio hai muoi phut vao cdi ngay dinh ménh ay.

Tam tri bi vy hdm bdi modi nghi ngd khung khiép, tdi lang
thinh. M6i ngd vuc ay da dén véi toi nhw mot chudi 4c mdng — tir
moi quan hé tang tiu trudc day gitta Griselda va Redding, dén viéc
nd lot vao tai dai ta Protheroe dé roi 6ng ta thuc ép toi phai chap
nhan su that — roi viéc Griselda liéu linh trdm khAiu sing va budc
Protheroe phai cAm hong. Nhu téi néi — chi 1a con ac mong —
nhung trong may phut dai dang dic ndy tudng nhu dang thanh
sur that kinh hoang.

Toi chang biét liéu ba Marple cé chut nghi hodc ndo vé tt ca
nhitng chuyén nay hay khodng. Chic han ba 4y s& nghi. ft c
chuyén gi qua ndi mat ba.

B3 tra lai toi bic thu va khé gat dau.

“C3 lang ai cling biét chuyén dd,” ba ndi. “va cd vé dang ngd
that, ding khdng? NhAt 12 ba Archer khi bi thAm vAn d3 thé rang
Idc ba ta roi nha Redding vao budi trua thi khiu sting van con &
trong nha.”

Ba ngap ngirng doi chut roi noi tiép:



“Nhung t6i dang bi lac dé mat roi. biéu t6i muon ndi — va toi
tin d6 1a nghia vu ctia ban than tdi — la dua ra 10i giai clia riéng
minh. Néu cac dng khong tin — 3, thi toi cling da lam hét stic.
Nhung trude khi néi ra thi t6i van chi mong sao diéu nay sé ctu
dugc mang song cua tro té Hawes dang thuong.”

Ba lai ngung, va khi ndi tiép thi ba ddi giong. BSt hdi tiéc va
thém kién quyeét.

“Pay 13 giai thich ctia t6i vé toan bd vu dn. Am muu giét nguvi
nay da duoc lén ké hoach chi tiét vao khodng xé trua ngay thw
nam. Pau tién Lawrence Redding ghé sang nha muc su vi biét 6ng
di ving. HAn mang stng theo va gidu vao chiu ciy canh ca hdng.
Khi muc su trd vé, Lawrence giai thich sy ¢ mit cia minh bang
cach tuyén bd han da quyét dinh rdi bé noi ndy. Pén ndm gid rudi,
han gia giong phu nit goi cho muc su tir khu nha & Ctra Bac (cac vi
cling biét trinh dién xuAt tay ngang ctia Redding kha nhu thé nao).

“Ba Protheroe va chong cling vira 1én dudng vao lang. va — diéu
ky la hong phong lam viéc noi ngai dai ta xau so dang ngoi & ban
viét thu cho muc su. Chung ta déu biét 6ng Ay bi diéc. Ba ta lay
sting dé san trong chiu, dén sau lung dai ta ban vao dau 6ng ay
roi vt sung va nhanh nhu chép chay ra ngoai, bang qua vuon
xudng xudng v&. HAu nhv ai cling nghi khong da thdi gian dé 1am
viéc do!”

“Nhung con phat sung?” dai t4 Melchett phan doi. “Ba dau cé
nghe thiy tiéng no?”

“Dua theo nhitng truyén trinh tham ma toi thu thap duoc thi ¢
mot phat minh mdi goi 1a dng gidm thanh Maxim. T6i tu hoi phai



chang tiéng hat hoi ma c6 hiu Clara nghe dugc chinh 13 tiéng
sung? Nhung diéu dé khong quan trong. Phu nhan Protheroe gap
Redding & xudng vé, ho cung vao trong, va — doi 1a thé, toi sg ho
nhan ra t6i sé khong roi khu vuon cho dén khi ho chua tré ral”

Chua bao gio toi cam thay thich ba Marple nhu lic nay, khi ba
nhan dinh mot cach hai huéc vé nhuge diém clia minh.

“Khi trd ra, thai do ctia ho tv nhién va hdn hd. va dé chinh 1a
sai lAm, vi néu ho thuc sy d3 dat tinh vdi nhau nhu dang gid vo
thi trong ho phai hoan toan khac. Nhung réi moi ngudi thay do,
ho da dé 16 so hd. Pon gian chi t6 ra dau khd mot chut ho ciing
khong ddm. B&i 18 trong mudi phut tiép theo ay, ho mai lo nguy
tao cho minh cai goi 13 bang ching ngoai pham, tdi nghi thé. Cudi
cung, Redding dén nha muc vu va nan & lai dé cang lau cang tot.
C6 thé y di thdy muc su dang di trén dudng mon tir xa nén cd co
hoi dé tinh toan thoi gid mdt cach hop ly nhét. Y ta 14y di khau
sting va Ong gidm thanh, dé lai 14 thu gid mao dugc viét bang loai
muc khac bdi mot nét chit khac. Pé khi bi phanh phui thi né sé
gidng nhuw mot man vai thua che mat thanh day vung vé nham d6
t0i cho Anne Protheroe.

“Nhung khi dé€ lai thw, y lai nhin thiy 14 thu that do dai ta
Protheroe dang viét d@ — 1a diéu y khong ngd tdi. La nguoi rat
thong minh, khi nhan thay 1a thu sé c6 lgi cho minh, y ta cudbm
no ludn. Tiép dén y chinh dong hoé cho khdp véi vdi gid ghi trén
thu — nén nhé déng ho ay bao gid cling chay nhanh mudi 1am
phut. Cling vdi y d6 hudng moi nghi ngd vao phu nhan Protheroe.
ROi y bd di, gdp muc sw ngodi cong va vao vai mdt ngudi dang



quan tri. Nhu téi dd néi, y ta tinh khén 1am. Mot ké vira pham tdi
thi s& lam gi? Tat nhién ké ay s& c6 cu x&¥ mot cach tuw nhién. Vay
nén Redding khong lam thé. Y ta phi tang cai ong giam thanh
nhung van xach khiu sting dén don canh sat va lira tit cd chung
ta bing mdt man kich tuw thd cuc ky hoan hao.”

C6 diéu gi dé hét sttc 16i cudn & cach ba Marple tém tat todn bd
vu 4n. Su doan chic trong tirng cau ndi ctia ba khién cho chung tdi
cdm thay toi 4c nhit dinh di xay ra ding nhu vy chit khong thé
khac hon.

“con tiéng sing phat ra tir khu rirng thi sao?” tdi thac mac. Lidu
d6 c6 phai 1a s tring hop ngau nhién ma ba néi lic tdi khong?”

“Chua i, khong hé!” bd Marple lic dau nguiy ngudy. “pé khong
phai 13 trung hgp — khdng hé, ma hoan toan c6 y dé ngudi khac
nghe dugc — néu khong thi phu nhan Protheroe van bi tiép tuc
nghi ngd. Vé chuyén Redding da lam diéu dé nhu thé nao thi toi
khong rd, nhung toi biét néu mot lwong 16n acid picric roi xuéng
dat thi nd sé phat no, vad muc su kinh mén, chac 6ng con nhd
minh d3 bat gip Redding khuin ra tir trong ritng mot tang da,
dung & vi tr{ 6ng nhat dugc manh tinh thé sau dé. Quy dng that
khon ngoan dan xép moi thit — tir hon da dugc treo lo lirng trén
cadc manh tinh thé dén ngdi nd hen gid — v tdi 14 cai kip nd cham!
Kip 4y phai mat khoang hai muoi phut dé phan 18i bén trong chay
hét — roi phat nd vao dung sau gid ba muoi phut, ngay lic han ta
va phu nhan Protheroe rdi xudng vé& trudc mat moi ngudi. Mot
muu ké rit an toan vi thit ¢é thé bi phat hién sau dé chi 13 mot
hon da bu chang! Tuy vy Redding van mudn xda né di — thi y bi



muc su bat gip.”

“TOi tin 1a ba ndi ding,” t6i thot 1én, chot nh§ vé mat sitng sot
cua Lawrence khi bat ngd cham mat t6i hdm no. Hanh dong ay
khi dé trong cting binh thuong, nhung gio thi...

Ba Marple cé 18 doc duoc v nghi cda tdi nén tinh y git dau:
“Phai, chac han ta rat hoang khi bat ngd gip muc su luc d6. Tuy
vay han van khéo che diy — v& nhu dang dem tang da dé vé cho
khu vudn da cda toi. chi 1a...” BA Marple dot nhién dan giong. “N¢
lai khéng cung loai vdi may vién da trong vudn cda toi. va diéu do
da dan t6i di dting hudng!”

Pai td Melchett nhu hoi tinh sau mdt lic ngdi ngan ngudi ra tir
nay gio. Ong hét khit miii lién tuc dén bdi roi thd phi pho réi thot
1én:

“Oi chao, that hét néi noi! Hét néi ndil”

Ong ta cha y kién v co gi thém ngoai bay nhiéu dé nita. Tdi nghi
o 18 ong cling nhu t6i dd qua an tuong vdi nhitng két ludn cuc ky
logic ctia ba Marple. Tuy nhién lic nay 6ng van chua sdn sang
thira nhan. Thay vao dd, dng xoe tay cAm 14 thw nhau nhi 1én va
quat:

“Kha 1am. Nhung ba dinh giai thich thé ndo vé viéc trg té
Hawes day! RO rang ciu ta goi dién dau thd mal”

“pung vay, viéc d6 dung 1a Chua sip dit. LA do bai Phic 4m cla
muc su day, khong con nghi ngd gi nita. Thua muc su, ngai da co
mot bai gidng dac biét xuit sic. Chic chan né da tic ddng manh
mé& dén Hawes khién ciu 4y khong thé kim 1ong va phai thd nhan
— viéc bién thu tién qui cla gido x.”



“Sao?”

“Vang — cling nho Chua Troi chd che ma ciu ay dugc cltu
mang. (T6i tin 1a ctu dugc, vi bac sT Haydock rat tai gidi.) Nhu toi
ndi ldc ndy, Redding da gitt 14 thw nay (viéc 1am kha mao hiém,
nhung t6i cho rang y gidu nd & ndi nio dé an toan) chd dén khiy
xac minh rd ngudi dugc dé cip trong thw 1a ai. R6i y sém biét
nguwdi dé chinh 1a Hawes. Tdi tin 13 toi qua y da trd lai day va & lai
khd 1au véi cu 4y. Toi cling ngd rang chinh y d danh trdo vién
thudc, roi 1én bd 14 thu vao bd 4o 16 ctia Hawes. Chang trai tré toi
nghiép dé sé vo tinh nuot vién thudc oan nghiét — moi diéu ciu ta
biét cling s& bi chon theo xudng mo. Va khi 14 thw dugc tim thay,
moi ngudi sé nhanh chéng di dén két ludn 1a chinh Hawes d3 sat
hai dai ta Protheroe roi tu két liéu minh vi qua dn nan héi han.
Ban than tdi cling nghi rang Hawes phat hién 14 thu ngay sau khi
vira udng vién thudc chét ngudi kia. bang trong tinh trang bat 6n
nén didu Ay véi Hawes han siéu nhién kinh hai 1am, thém vao dé
1a bai Phiic Am ctia muc su day, da khién ciu ay phai thu nhan tat
ca.”

“Khodng tin ndi, khéng sao tin noil” dai t4 Melchett ndi. “BAt
thuong hét sircl T6i... T6i khong tin chit nao!”

Loi tuyén bd ctia ngai dai ta chwa bao gi¢ thiéu sic thuyét phuc
nhu lic nay. C6 1& chinh minh cling thay thé nén dng ndi tiép:

“Vay ba cé thé giai thich vé cudc goi cho ba Price Ridley titr nha
ctia Redding khong?”

“Al” ba Marple ndi. “Cai d6 mdi 1a sy trung hop ngau nhién.
Griselda thdn mén 1a nguoi da goi cudc dién thoai dé — ba 4y vdi



Dennis, theo phong doan cta t6i. Hai bac chau ho nghe dugc 10i
don vé muc su ma ba Price Ridley di réu rao, va ho nghi ra cach
(hoi bi tré con) hong bit mdm ba ta lai. Trung hop & chd cudc goi
do lai xay ra cung lic vdi phat sung ‘dém’ trong rirng, khién hai
viéc trén duoc xem c6é lién quan dén nhau.

Toi chot nhd rang nhitng ai cé dé cp dén phat sung dé déu ndi
rang Am thanh ctia né hoi-bi-khdc so véi tiéng sting binh thudng.
Ho d3 dung. Cchi 1a ho khong biét phai giai thich cai su ‘khac’ dé
nhu thé njo thoi.

Pai t4 Melchett hing giong:

“Nhitng suy ludn cta ba rat hgp 1y, ba Marple a. Tuy nhién, cho
phép ti Iwu v rang chang cé ching ¢ ndo ca.”

“T6i hiéu,” ba Marple ddp. “Nhung 6ng tin dé 1a sy that, dung
khong?”

Ngap ngirng mot lic, dai tA mién cudng tra 10i:

“Phai, t6i tin. Me kiép, moi chuyén chi c6 thé dién ra nhu thé.
Nhung lai khong cé chitng ci¥ — mdt mau ciing khong.”

“Cling chinh vi vy ma toi nghi — trong trudng hgp nay...” ba
Marple dang hang, “cé thé...”

“Lam sao?”

“C6 thé tinh dén viéc gidng bay.”
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Pai ta Melchett va tdi lai nhin ba cham cham:
“Bay a? Bay gi méi dugc chi?”
Ba Marple trong hoi thiéu tu tin, nhung rd rang ba da c6 san ké
hoach:
“chang han nhu Redding nhan dugc mot cudc goi cdnh bao.”
Pai td Melchett mim cu0i:

“LO r6i, chuén mau! Diéu ké nay di cli mém, ba Marple a.
Khong phai vi né kém hiéu qua, ma vi thang cha Redding qua 1au
ca nén kho bi sap bay 1am.”

“Thi minh phai cé cach riéng, t6i hiéu chi¥,” ba Marple ndi. “Tdi
dé nghi — chi 1a dé nghi thdi nhé — rang ngudi canh bao cho han
ta phai 13 ngudi bi xem 1a ¢ cadi nhin khac thuong vé vu an nay.
Nhitng ai tirng néi chuyén véi Haydock déu thiy rang éng iy nhin
nhan vu an mang theo mot goc canh khac ngudi ta. Gia st bac si
néi béng gié rang cé ai d4 — ba Sadler hodc mdt trong may dia
nhoé nha ba 4y chang han — da tinh c& chitng kién vu trdo thudc
— 3, néu Redding vo6 toi thi di nhién 181 béng gié 4y chang hé hin
gl v4i y, nhung néu nguoc lai thi...”

“Néu nguoc lai thi sao?”

“A, thi cd 18 y s& dai dot ma manh dong 1an nita.”



“Va roi tu tra tay vao cong. C6 vé kha thi do. Ba qua la da muu
tire tri, ba Marple! Nhung liéu Haydock cd chiu gidp chung ta
khong? Ba vira noéi cach nhin cda 6ng ay...”

BA Marple vui vé ngat 101 ngai dai ta:

“0, dé chi 1a 1y thuyét thoi, con thuc tién lai hoan toan khac,
dung khéng? Nhung du sao 6ng 4y ciing dang & day, ta c6 thé hoi
6ng ay thr xem sao.”

Haydock kha kinh ngac khi thdy ba Marple dang & cung vdi
ching t6i. Trong ong mét moi va phd phac.

“Suyt chut nita thi khong kip ctu,” 6ng ndi. “That 1a chi manh
treo chuéng. Nhung ciu 3y s& hoi phuc. Trach nhiém ctia bac si 13
phdi c?u song bénh nhan va toi di 1am thé, nhung tdi sé vui hon
néu toi khong cu duoc ciu ta.”

“Ong cé thé nghi khac sau khi nghe nhitng gi bon tdi sdp ndi véi
ong day,” Melchett noi.

Ngan gon va sdc tich, canh st trudng truyén dat lai gid thuyét
cia ba Marple vé vu an cho bac si nghe, va két thtc bang 10i dé
nghi ctia ba.

Chung tdi sau dé dugc tAn mat ching kién su khac biét gifta ly
thuyét va thuc tién ma ba Marple ndi. Thai dd bac si Haydock
dudng nhu thay d6i hoan toan. T6i nghi chic dng 4y con mudn
Redding bi béu dau ludn, khong phai vi viec muu sat dai ta
Protheroe khién 6ng cdm ghét han ta ma vi vu tdn cdng Hawes
xau so.

“Quan vo lai chét tiét,” Haydock chui. “p6 khon nan troi danh
thanh dam! Kho than Hawes, ciu ta con me va em gdi nita kia



ma! Ndi nhuc 13 ngudi nha cla mot ké sat nhan s& deo bam ho
sudt doi, th nghi ho s& dau dén kho s& ra sao! Tat ca chi vi tro
ném da giu tay hén ha kia!”

Con thinh nd di doi dé cho toi thdy mdt con ngudi cuc ky nhan
van vira dugc thitc tinh trong 6ng.

“Néu day 1a su that thi cic vi ¢ thé tin & t6i,” Haydock néi.
“Thang khén 4y khong dang song nita. Him hai ngudi khong cé
kha nang tu vé nhu Hawes u!”

Bat ky ké khon kho nao cling c6 thé tin ciy vao su thuong cam
cua bac st Haydock. Ong hdm hé ban bac ké hoach chi tiét v6i dai
ta Melchett trong khi ba Marple dirng day va toi nai ni dua ba ay
vé nha.

“Ong that t& té, muc su Clement,” ba Marple ndi trong lic
chting tdi dao budc trén con dudng vang vé. “Oi troi, dd hon mubdi
hai gio, t6i hy vong gid nay Raymond da di nga ch® khong thic
cho t6i.”

“Lé ra Raymond nén cung di vdi ba,” toi noi.

“Toi khong cho nd biét minh di diu ca,” ba Marple dap.

T6i mim cuoi khi nhé lai kha nang phan tich vu 4n day tai tinh
clla Raymond West.

“Néu nhu nhitng suy luin ciia ba ma ding that — ban than toi
khong nghi ngd gi vé viéc ay, thi ba sé ghi ban vdi chau minh
nhiéu 1am nhé.”

Ba Marple cling nhoén miéng cudi — mot nu cudi day khoan
dung.



“Toi nhd ba di Fanny cda toi tng ¢é mot cadu cham ngbn. HOi
4y t6i md&i mudi su tudi nén tdi da nghi cau dé cuc ky vé van.”

“Cau d6é nhu thé n3o?” t6i hoi.

“Ba di thudng ndi: ‘Ngudi tré nghi rang ngudi gid 1a xuin ngdc,
nhung ngudi gia thi lai biét rang ngudi tré méi ding 13 dai kho!”
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Cling khong con gi dé k& thém. K& hoach ctia ba Marple da thanh
cong. Lawrence Redding khong phai 1a nguoi vo toi, va man kich
bong gi6é vé nhan ching vu trdo thudc cling da ltra dugc y dai dot
‘dong thd’. bung la tAm dia xau xa thi cd lic phai 16 chan tudng.

Hién nhién 13 han di bi dat vao thé bi ddng. Téi nghi y dinh dau
tién thoi thuc, y chinh 1a cao chay xa bay. Nhung con dong pham
ctia minh nita, y khong thé chudn di ma khong ndi 15i ndo vdi ba
ta, va y cling khong dam ch¢ dén sang. Vay 1a dém hom dé hai
trong s6 nhitng canh sat man can nhAit cta dai td Melchett da 1én
theo y dén 0Old Hall. Redding ném hon séi vao clta s6 phong cla
Anne Protheroe hong danh thitc ba ta diy va thi thAm khan nai ba
ta ra ngoai dé ndi chuyén. Khong mdt chut hoai nghi, ho nghi nhuw
viy s& an toan hon & trong nha — vi s¢ 1am Lettice tinh giic.
Nhung vi thé hai vién cadnh sat kia cling nghe dugc hét toan bo
cudc noi chuyén ctia ho. va khong con nghi ngd gi nita. Ba Marple
budc toi hoan toan dung.

Phién toa xét xr Lawrence Redding va Anne Protheroe trd thanh
dé tai dugc moi ngudi ban tan. Toi khéng cd y dinh di sdu vao
chuyén dé ma chi s& néi dén viéc vu 4n da danh bdéng tén tudi clia
Thanh tra Slack, ‘ngu¢i da dem t0i ac ra trudc anh sang cong ly
bang nhiét tAm va tri tué cta minh’. TAt nhién chang ai dé cap



dén cong lao cia bd Marple ca. Ban than ba iy chic ciing dang
khd chiu vé viéc d6 1am.

Lettice dén gip toi trudc phién x@. €O gai than sic nhgt nhat,
than thd nhin ra ca sd van phong. €6 néi rang trude gid co ludn
tin chac me ké ctia minh 13 dong 18a. Viéc mat cai mi béré vang
chi 1a Iy do dé c6 vao van phong tim kiém ma thdéi. Dau hy vong
h3o huyén, c6 ludn mong tim dugc manh moi nao dé ma canh sat
da bo sot.

“Muc su biét khong, ho khong ghét ba ta nhu con,” Lettice mo
mang néi. “va sy thit ghét khién moi viéc tré nén dé dang hon cho

”

ta.

That vong vi két qua diéu tra cia minh, c6 bé di c6 tinh dé
chiéc hoa tai ctia Anne gan ban viét.

“Vi con biét tht pham chinh 13 ba ta nén viéc dé cling dau hé
han gi! Coi nhw nhat ¢ ludng tién thoéi. Chinh ba ta di giét bd
con.”

TOi khé& thd dai. Lubn cé nhitng diéu ma mdt ngudi bi khiém
khuyét vé mat dao dic nhu Lettice sé khong bao gio nhan ra.

“Gi0’ con dinh sé 1am gi ha Lettice?” t6i hoi.

“Khi nao — khi ndo moi chuyén két thic, con s& ra nudc ngoai.”
Lettice chan chtr d6i chut réi noi ti€p. “Con sé ra nuwdc ngoai vdi
me con.”

T6i ngudc 1én nhin day ngac nhién.

Lettice gat dau.

“Muc su chua bao gio nhan ra ba Lestrange chinh 1a me con



hay sao? Me con chang con — chang con song bao lau nita, thua
muc su. Vi muén gip con nén me d3 nho mot ngudi ban ci 1a bac
s Haydock giup d& va dén day duwdi mot danh tinh khac. Bac ay da
tirng yéu me con rat siu dam! Pén gid’ van thé. May ong thudng
hay phat dién phat ré vi me con nhu vay dd, vi dén tudi ndy ma
me van con rat quyén ril. Du sao di nita thi bac si Haydock da 1am
tat cd nhitng gl bac 4y c6 thé dé gitp me. Vi sg miéng ludi cay ddc
cdia thién ha nén me khoéng dadm xuat hién & day bang tén that
cia minh. T6i hdm 4y, me dén gap bd dé noi rang ba sap rdi khai
tran thé nay va khao khat mong dugc gap con mot l1an. Nhung bd
con qua 13 thd bao. Ong ta bao me khdng cd quyén lam vay, rang
con ludon nghi me da chét — c nhu con thuc suw chap nhéin
chuyén dd! Loai ngudi nhu b6 con 13 thién cAn nhu thé.

“Nhung me con khong dé chiu thua. Me nghi nén xin phép bd
con trudc cho phai 18, nhung ngay sau khi bi b6 cu’ tuyét mot cach
tan nhan, me di gi thu cho con, thé 1a con sap dat dé roi cudc
choi tennis sém va gip me & cudi phd ldc sdu gid mudi lam. Hai
me con chi gdp nhau chut xiu va sip xép cho cudc hen l1an sau roi
chia tay trudc sdu gi rudi. Sau dé con sg rang me sé& bi nghi ngd
la da giét bo, vi du gi ba cling dad cé moi han véi 6ng. b6 1a ly do
khién con cat rach bitc chan dung cii ctia me dé trén tang ap mai.
Vi con sg rang canh sat s& gi mili vao va thu gift tranh réi nhan ra
ngudi trong tranh. Theo con bac si Haydock cling khiép via vi ¢
Itc bac 4y nghi me da giét bd. Me con gi® dd — tuyét vong roi, ba
cha so hau qua dau.”

C6 ngap nguirng.



“That 1a la, hai me con con nhw da than thudc vdi nhau tu bao
gi, con bo vdi con thi lai khong hé nhu thé. Nhung me thi — a
ma thoi, du sao thi hai me con con cling sé ra nuwdc ngoai song vdi
nhau. Con sé & bén me dén — dén phut cudi...”

CO gai dirng day va toi cam 14y tay co.

“Chtia phu ho hai nguoi,” t6i ndi. “Ta mong nhitng diéu tot dep
sé sdm dén vdi con Lettice a.”

“Nhat dinh 1a thé,” Lettice gwong cudi dap. “Nhung dén gid van
chuwa c¢6 gi — phai khong thua muc su? Nhung thoéi, con cling
chang trong mong gl nhidu. Tam biét, muc su Clement. Muc su
Itic nao cling rat t té vdi con — muc su va cb Griselda.”

Griselda!

T6i da thwra nhan vdi Griselda viéc 14 thw ndc danh do6 khién tdi
boi réi dén do nao. Thoat ddu nang cudi pha 1én, nhung sau dé
nghiém tic 1én 16p cho t6i mot tran.

“Tuy thé,” nang ndi thém, “tir nay em s& t4 ra that chin chin va
kinh sg Thién Chua — giéng nhu nhom Pilgrim Fathers* ay.”

T6i chang thé hinh dung Griselda cé diém ndo gidng nhém
Pilgrim Fathers ca.

Nang tiép tuc:

“Len ndy, cudc séng ctia em sap on dinh 1au dai, vd minh ciing
vay nita, minh sé tré ra cho ma xem — chi it 12 em mong thé! Khi
chung ta cé con thi minh khéng thé xem em 13 tré con dugc nita.
Minh a, git ddy em quyét dinh s& trd thanh ‘ngudi vg va ngudi me’
that sy (nhu trong sach hay néi ay) cling nhu lo quan xuyén viéc



nha. Em d3 mua hai cudn sach viét vé té gia ndi trg va tinh mau
t, va néu mdy tht dé khong khién em trd thanh mau muc thi
em cling chang biét 1am sao nita! Minh biét khong, mic dit khong
co tinh nhuwng may cudn sach dod viét cuc ky khoi hai ludn. Nhat 1a
cai phan nuodi day con tré d6 minh.”

“Minh khong phai mua cudn nio viét vé cach doi x tot vdi
chong ch@?” tdi vira hoi vira 6m ghi nang vao long.

“Dau can,” Griselda dap. “Em 1a nguoi vo cuc tot va em yéu
minh tha thiét, minh con mudn gi nita?”

“Khong gi hét,” toi tra 101.

“Minh cé thé néi rang minh yéu em kh& dai — mot 1an thdi,
dugc khong minh?”

“Griselda, anh yéu em néng nan! Anh ton tho em! Anh say mé
em dién cudng, vo cung vo tdn dén mirc vuot qua moi gido diéu!”

CO vo clia toi lién thd ra swon suot ddy thoa man.

Chot nang vung thoat khai vong tay toi.

“Phién ghé! Ba Marple lai sang nita kia. birng dé ba 4y nghi ngd
gl minh nhé. Em khéng mudn ai tiép thi cho em may cai dém roi
nai ni em dat chan 1én chiing dau. Bao vdi ba ay em di ra san golf
roi. Nhu vay ba ay sé khong danh hcri duoc gi — ma that ra em
cling phai ra d6 13y cai 4o len mau vang em bé quén.”

Ba Marple dén bén ctra hong, khung lai xin cdo 10i roi hoi tim
Griselda.

“Griselda da di ra ngoai san golf roi,” toi nai.

Anh mat ba Marple chot 1ée 1én chut lo au:



“0, nhung ldc nay 1am thé 1a khong than trong dau nhé!”

RO mat ba wng do, vira kiéu cdch nhu ménh phu vira bén 1én
nhu thiéu ni.

Sau d6 nham xdéa tan nguong ngung, chung téi quay sang
huyén thuyén vé vu an Protheroe, roi vé vu ‘tién si Stone’, hda ra la
mot tén trdm khét tiéng vdi nhiéu bi danh khac nhau.

Con c6 Cram thi d3 thoat duoc toi dong 16a. Cudi cung cd da thu
nhin viéc dem chiéc vali vao rirng, nhung c6 lam diéu doé vdi
thién v, vi Stone ndi rang y ta sg cic nha khao cd kinh dich khac
s& danh cip cac mAu vat nham lam mat uy tin cho may cai hoc
thuyét clia y. RS rang cd gai da tin sai c6 vao cu chuyén khd tin
d4. Theo lang xém thi hién gi® ¢6 dang tim mot cd hdi chac chan
hon, mot 6ng dng tudi doc than ndo dé dang can thué thu ky.

Trong lic ndi chuyén, t6i rat ban khodn ty hoi lam sao ba
Marple lai phat hién bi mat mdi day cua vo chong t6i, nhung ngay
sau d6 chinh ba d3 kin ddo cho t6i biét manh moi.

“T6i hy vong Griselda khdng chai golf qua sirc,” ba 1Am bam sau
mot Itc than trong ngan ngw. “H6m qua toi d3 & nha sach ¢ Much
Benham ma...”

T6i nghiép Griselda — cudn sach vé ‘tinh mau t& kia da lam 10
bi méat cla nang mat roi!

“Ba Marple a,” toi vut noi, “t6i tw hdi néu co lic nio ba pham t0i
ac thi liéu ba cd bi phat hién khong nhi?”

“Muc su nghi gi ma ghé vay!” ba Marple sttng sot kéu 1én. “Toi
hy vong minh sé& khong bao gi& lam chuyén t6i 18i dé!”



“Nhung nhan tinh thé thai m3,” tdi ndi 1am bam.

Ba Marple hiéu ra 10i ndi dua va dinh dac cudi to:

“Ong nghich ngom qua, muc su Clement!” B4 ditng 1én. “Nhung
ban tinh cta 6ng thi lai rat luong thién.”

Pén bén cra hdng, ba dirng budc.

“Nh¢ muc su chuyén 161 hdi thim clia t6i dén Griselda nhé —
va bao co ay yén tdm — t6i nhat dinh s& giit bi mat.”

That vay, ba Marple qua 1a ddng mén...
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CHU THICH

vang port la rugu vang ngot ciia B6 Pao Nha cé huong vi ddm da
hon, ngot hon va c6 néng dd cao hon so véi rugu vang thong
thuong.

Thuong Gido hoi hay High Church 1a mo6t b phan cta Gido hdi
Anh gin glii nhat vdi Gido hoi Thién chuia gido La M3 va chu
trvong hanh 18 rat nhiéu.

muoi shilling tuong duong nira bang Anh.

joie de vivre nghia 1a niém vui song (tiéng Phap).

Slack trong tiéng Anh nghia 13 ué odi, chdm chap, nhu nhuoc...
Huéng dao sinh nguyén van 12 Guides, 1a mdt t6 chitc qudc té quy
tu cac thanh nit tham gia cac hoat dong xa hoi va tu ren luyén
ban than dé séng trach nhiém va ddc 1ap hon.

‘c4t gidw thanh ra ‘bat giff’ 13 vi trong nguyén ban, tif cache (chd
cit gidu) va catch (bat gift) phat Am gin gidng nhau.

Hawley Harvey Crippen (1862- 1910) thudng dugc goi la bac si
Crippen, mot ngudi My dinh cu’ & Anh, bi két 4n treo cd vi t6i muu
sat v minh 13 Cora Henrietta Crippen, va la to0i pham dau tién
trén thé gidi sa ludi phap luat nhd su hd trg cia hé thong lién lac
bang dién bao vo tuyén.

Pilgrim Fathers gom nhitng tin d6 Thanh gido Anh dén M§ vao
thap nién 1620, thanh 1ap khu kiéu dan & bang Massachusets - M.
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