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Téng ba xd, tdng nhitng ngudi ban, nhitng ngudi yéu cdc tdc phdm ctia Agatha Christie. _NQK
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D3 gin nra dém, mot dém thang Mudi Mot budt gia, swong mi pht khap noi trén con dudng qué phia nam x@ Wales, khong
xa vinh Bristol. T xa xa, chdc chdc vang lai tiéng coi hu bdo swong tw ddng. Pau dd con nghe thiy tiéng chd stia hay tiéng
chim &n dém goi nhau. Ven con duwdng vang nay, von chi nhinh hon mot 16i di, cfing cé vai ngdi nha, nhung cach nhau t6i
nira dam. Tai mdt khiic quanh tdm t6i nhat cé mot ngdi nha ba tAng xinh dep, nhin ra dudng tir phia bén kia khoanh vuon
kha rong. Ciing chinh tai chd dd, ltic nay cé mot chiéc xe bi mic ket banh trude vao ranh bén dudng. Ngudi lai xe sau vai
14n c6 ting ga, danh bo cudc, tt may.

MOt hai phit sau, ngudi tai xé ra khoi xe, déng sap ctra xe lai sau lung. Ong ta dang ngudi dam, téc vang sam, khoang ba
muoi nham tudi, mic mot b vét ni, 40 mwa sAm mau, dau ddi mil. Tay cAm dén soi dudng, 6ng ta c4n trong budc qua dam
c6 vé phia ngdi nha, thinh thoang ditng budc quan sat mét tién lich 13m cia ngdi nha thiét ké theo phong céich thé ky 18.
Ngdi nha nay khong hé cé mot 4nh dén, k& ca khi 6ng ta da t&i bén cira hwdng ra phia viedn. Quay ngudi nhin lai bai cé va
con dudng phia sau, ngudi dan 6ng bude han téi bén cira, 14y tay xoa kinh rdi nhin vio trong. Khong thé nhin thay gi, 6ng ta
g6 1én cra. Chd khong thay tiéng dap tra, 6ng ta gd manh hon. Pén khi thdy gd mai ciing khong c6 ich gi, nguwoi dan dng van
tay nam. Canh ctra ngay 14p titc mé ra, dng ta budc vao trong can phong tdi.

Khi d3 vao trong, 6ng ta dirng lai roi nghe ngdng xem c4 tiéng dong hay ai dang dén hay khéng, sau do ndi to, “Xin chio,
c6 ai  nha khong?”. Ly dén soi xung quanh can phong, ong ta thiy d6 1a mdt thu phong kha tién nghi, trén twong cd kha
nhiéu sach, va @ gitta phong cé mot nguwsi dan 6ng trung nién dang ngdi trén xe 1an, mit hudng ra clra thong ra vudn, trén
gbi con cd mot tAm Khan. Nguoi dan ong nay c6 vé nhu da ngt say. “Xin chao,” ngwoi tai xé ndi. “T6i khong cé y dinh duong
dot thé nay. €4 diéu ngoai kia swong mu1 day qua, toi bi ddm xudng ranh. Gid' tdi cling chang biét dang & dau nita. Ay chét, toi
quén ddng cita, xin 161.” Ngudi 1ai xe ¢ 14m bAm néi xin 16i khi quay tré ra cita, déng lai, kéo manh. “Chac t6i r& nham chd 6
dau do,” 6ng ta giai thich. “T6i c?1ai vong vong ca gi¢ dong ho roi.”

Khong thiy tiéng tra 101, 6ng ta hoi khi budc dén chd ngudi ngdi xe 14n, “Ong ngt ddy 42” Van khong thay dong tinh gi,
nguoi dan 6ng lién 14y dén soi vao mit ngudi ngdi xe, bat ngd khung lai. Ngu'di ngdi trén xe mat khong md, cling khong ctr
dong gi. Ngudi khach khong mdi lién cui xudng, ddy nhe vio vai d& danh thic, 1ap titc ngudi ngdi xe guc xudng. “Chuia oil”
nguoi khach kéu that thanh. Sau khi c6 gang tran tinh d€ quyét dinh phai lam gi tiép, 6ng ta soi dén quanh phong, tim thiy
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cong tic canh mdt canh ctra phia dau bén kia phong, budc téi dé dé bat dén 1én.

Pbén ban sang 1én, nguwdi khach cling dat dén ctia minh 1én ban, réi bwdc vong quanh, chdm chil quan sat ngudi ngodi trén
xe 13n. Thdy cé mdt cai ctra nita, canh d6 ciing cé cong tic, ngudi khach di téi bat 1én, thiy dén trén hai c4i ban bé tri khéo
1é0 quanh chiéc xe 1an sang 1én. Ngwdi khach vira budc mot bude vé phia chiéc xe 1an thi gidt minh kinh hai khi nhin ra cé
md ngudi dan ba xinh dep, tdc vang nhat, tudi chac ba mroi, mic vay da tiéc mau hop vdi 4o khoac bén ngoai, dang ding 6
dau kia phong canh gia sach. Hai tay ngu¢i dan ba dwdng nhu budng thong hai bén. Ba ta khong ndi, cling khong ctr dong gi
ca. C6 vé nhu ba ta cling khong thé nita. Hai ngudi nhin nhau cham cham trong yén ling mot vai gidy roi ngudi khach cat
tiéng nodi, “Ong y - ong ay chét roi.”

Duong nhu hoan toan vo cdm, ngwrdi dan ba tra 161, “pting vay.”

“Ba da biét roi w?” ngudi khach hoi.

“P3 biét.”

C4n trong budc t&i bén xac ngudi trén xe 1an, ngudi khach néi, “Ong Ay bi ban. Ban vao dau. Ai - 2”

Ngudi khach khong ndi didt cau vi thdy nguwdi phu nit tir tir dwa tay phai 1én tir phia sau cac nép gdp cua vay. Tay ba ta
cam mot khau sung luc. Ngudi khach hit mot hoi that sdu. Chi d&n khi thiy rang ngudi phu nit kia khong de doa gi minh,
ong ta budc dén roi nhe nhang 14y khau sting ra khoi tay ba ta. “Ba ban dng 4y 42” ngudi khach hoi.

“Phai,” nguoi phu nit tra 16i sau mot thoang ngdp ngirng.

Ngudi khach bwdc 1t lai, dit khau sing 1én ban canh chiéc xe 1an. Ong ta dithg nhin x4ac chét mot ltc rdi quan sat cdn
phong.

“pién thoai & ding kia,” nguwdi phu nit ndi, hat dau vé phia chiéc ban.

“Pién thoai?” ngudi khach hoi lai, cé vé nhu ngac nhién.

“Néu 6ng mudn bo canh sat,” nguwdi phu nit néi tiép, van bang vé vd cam tir ndy gid.

Ngudi khach chadm chi nhin b ta, hinh nhw khong hiéu néi, réi néi, “Sém hay mudn vai phut thi cfing cé khac gi dau.
Canh sat mo qua dwgc ddm swong mu dén day cling mat nhiéu cong ddy. T6i con ¢ diéu mudn biét thém - “ Ong ta dirng 101,
nhin céi xac. “Ong ta 1a ai?”

“La chong t6i,” ngudi phu nit dap. Mot ltic ba ndi tiép, “Tén dng 4y 13 Richard Warwick. Con t6i 1a Laura Warwick.”

Nguoi khach mat van khong roi ngudi phu nit. “Ra vay,” 6ng ta 14m bam. “C6 1& ba mudn... ngdi xuéng?”

Laura Warwick di chuyén tir tit, c6 vé nhu khdng vitng, t6i mot chiéc trudng ky. Ngwdi khach nhin quanh rdi néi, “Hay
t6i kiém cai gi cho ba... udng cai gi nhé? Chic ba dang bi séc.”
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“viban chong t6i w?” Giong ba ta dy mia mai.

Pi 1y duoc swbinh tinh can thiét, nguwdi khach dap tra ngudi phu nit, “T6i c6 nghi nhu vay. Chang 18 lai 13 vui hay dua
sao?”

“La vui dua that ddy,” Laura Warwick vira lanh Iing dap vira ngdi xudng ghé. Ngudi khach cau mau, khong hiéu rd cau
ndi. “Nhurng... toi can udng gi dd,” ba ta noi tiép.

Ngudi khach bd mii, quang 1én mot cai ghé banh roi 14y mot chai rgu manh trén gid canh ban, gan xe 1an, rét ra coc
dwa cho ba cht nha. B ta udng, roi ngudi khach ndi. “Gio thi dén Itic ba ndi dau dudi sy’ viéc dwgc roi.”

Laura Warwick nhin 6ng ta tran trdi, “Sao 6ng con chwa goi canh sat tgi?”

“Con thoi gian ma. C* néi chuyén mot ldc cling cé sao ddu chi?” Ong ta cdi gang tay, nhét vao trong tii 4o khodc, coi
khuy &o khoac ngoai.

Laura Warwick da danh mat thé thwong phong, “T6i khong...” Ba ta ditng r6i néi tiép, “Ong 13 ai? Sao 6ng lai cé mat § day
lic nay?”

ROi cling chang cho ngudi khach cd thdi gian tra 101, ba ta tiép tuc ndi, giong gid d3 gan nhu quat, “vi chda, dng 13 ai néi
ngay di.”
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“Chuyén thé ndy,” ngudi khach vira néi vira vo du, nhin quanh phong nhu thé chwa biét bat ddu nhu thé ndo. “Tén toi 1a
Michael Starkwedder. Tén kh4 la, t6i biét.” Ong ta cOn danh van chit céi tén cho ba chtl nha rd. “T6i 1a ki sw, lam viéc cho
mot cong ty lién doanh Anh - Iran, mdi vé nuwdc sau nhiém ky & Vinh Ba Tw.” Ong ta dirng 101, vé nhu dang nhd lai viing
Trung bong, hodc gia nhu dang nghi xem nén ndi cu thé, chi tiét téi mitc ndo, réi nhuin vai, “Toéi mdi dén x¥ Wales ndy may
ngay thodi, thim thd may noi chdn cii. Dang ngoai nha tdi xuAt than tir viing nay, nén t6i dinh mua mdt ngdi nha nhé & day.”

Ong ta 1ac dau, mim cuwdi. “Phai d&n hai tiéng - cé khi ba tiéng 4y - tdi c1714i xe 10ng vong vi lac duwdng, cudi cling lai ddm
xubng ranh. Nhidu swong mi qua. Toi thdy cd canh céng, mdo mam vao duge dén nha nay, hy vong muon dugc dién thoai
hoic néu may thi duge cho nglt nhd qua dém. Tdi van thit tay ndm ctra ra vudn thi thiy khong khda, thé nén toi di vao. Roi
phét hiénra...” Ong ta ra ddu vé phia cai xe 1dn vdi cai xac guc trén do.

Laura Warwick nhin dng ta, mét vAn hoan toan v cam. “Ong c6 g6 cia - g6 vai 1an,” ba 1dm bam.

“Phai, c6 gd. Nhung khong c¢6 ai tra 16i.”

Laura thd that sdu, “Khong, toi khong tra 10i.” Tiéng ba ta gin nhu thi tham.

Starkwedder quan st nit ch1 nha that ki dé hiéu ba ta dinh ndi gi. Ong ta bu'dc vé phia cai xac trén xe 13n, roi quay lai
néi véi ngudi phu nit trén trwdng ky, o tim cach sao cho ba ta ndi thém, “Nhu t6i da néi Itic ndy, t6i cé van thit tay nam,
th4y cra khong khda nén tdi vao.”

Laura nhin cham chip vao cc rwwou, néi ma nhu trich 184, “ ‘Cra m& 1a ngudi la vao nha.” BA ta khé riing minh. “Hbi bé
t6i ludn so chuyén do, ‘Khach khong moi.” Ngang dau 1én nhin ngudi khach la, ba ta néi titng chit rd rang, “Ma sao 6ng van
chua goi canh sat cho xong di?”

Starkwedder t6i bén cai x4c trén xe 1an. “voi gl,” ong ta néi. “Pé 1at nita di. BA ndi toi biét tai sao lai ban dng ay duoc
khong?”

Giong Laura lap titc trd lai sit da khi tra 15, “Toi c6 thé néi may ly do tuyét voi. Ong ta nghién rwgu chang han. Ong ta 13
con sau ruou. Ong ta cfing doc 4c nita. Khong thé chiu dwoc. Téi cadm ghét 6ng ta nhidu nidm rdi.” Bat gip anh mat sic lanh
cta Starkwedder, ba ta ndi vé gian dit, “0, thé dng mudn t6i phai ndi sao?”

“Ba cam ghét dng ta nhiéu nam nay rodi w?” Starwedder dudng nhu ndi cho chinh minh nghe, trAm ngadm nhin xac chét.
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“Nhung dén dém nay thi cé chuyén... chuyén dac biét ding khong?” dng ta hoi.

“Ong néi ding 1dm,” Laura tra 15i. “T6i nay cd chuyén da xay ra. Thé 13 toi... tdi vé 14y khau sing & trén ban canh dng ta,
rOi... rbi toi ban. Thé thoi” Ba ta khong gidu sw mAt kién nhan khi liéc nhin Starkwedder, “Ma néi ra cé dwoc 1¢i ich gi chi?
Pang ndo ong cling goi dién bao canh sat. Chang con 16i thoat ndo nita.” Giong ba ta nhé han di khi 13p lai, “Chang con dau.”

Stardwedder nhin ngudi phu nit ngdi bén kia phong, “Cling khong don gian nhw ba nghi dau.”

“C6 gi ma khong don gian chit?” Laura hoi, giong da rat moi mét.

Starkwedder dén bén, néi chim va rd rang, “Piéu ba ci giuc gid toi 1am that ra cling khong dé.” Ong ta ndi tiép, “Ba that
1a dep, rat hap dan.”

Laura ngudc 1én, nhin thang vao ngudi khach, “Nhu thé cd gi khac dau chi?”

Starkwedder tra 101, trong tiéng ndi con cé diéu gi dé6 nhu vui mirng, “Vé ly thuyét thi dwong nhién 13 khong réi. Nhung
trén thuc té thila c4.” Ong ta mang 4o khoac tdi dat 1én chiéc ghé banh, quay lai nhin xuéng xac Richarch Warwick.

“0, 6ng dinh ndi chuyén hiép ngit,” Laura nhin xét véi vé thy .

“Cling c6 thé goi 14 td md,” Starkwedder dap. “Tdi mudn hiéu rd chuyén nay.”

Laura suy nghi gidy 14t roi néi, “Thi tdi cling da ndi hét roi.”

Starkwedder chAm chdm budc quanh céi xe 1an va cdi xac, cd vé rat thich thd. “Ba mdi chi ndi ra sy kién ma thoi,” 6ng ta
noi. “Chi toan sy kién thoi.”

“Tdi cfing ndi ca dong co'rdi,” Laura dap. “Cha con gi nita ddu. MA tai sao dng lai tin 15 tdi néi ch’? T6i cd thé bia chuyén
ra ma. Ong chi nghe dugc cd mot phia 13 tir tdi ma thdi, rang Richard 13 ké nghién ruou, ddc ac va rang ong ta 1am tdi khd
s8... va rang t6i cim ghét dng ta.”

“T6i tin nhitng 151 ba néi dé, t6i nghi vay,” Starkwedder ndi. “vdi lai cfing cé mot s6 bang chitg vé nhitng didu dd.” Budc
tdi ghé, ngudi khach nhin xubéng Laura, “Tuy nhién cling cé diéu can 1am rd, ding khong. Ba ndi 1a ba cam ghét ong ta 1au
roi. Thé sao khong bé 6ng ta di? Nhw vay thi ching dé& dang hon hay sao chii!”

Laura ngdp nging roi dap, “Toi - tdi khong c6 tién riéng.”

“Thua b,” Starkwedder néi, “néu ba chitng minh dugc 6ng ta ddc 4c, nghién ngap va nhitng chuyén khac thi ba cé thé ly
di - hoac ly than - va s& dugc hudng tién trg cap hay may khoan twong ti.” Ong ta dirng lai, chd ciu tra 101

Thay kho dap tra, Laura ditng 1én, lung quay vé ngudi khach, di tdi ban va @it coc xudng.

“Ba cé con khong?” Starkwedder hoi.

“Khong - khong, on Chuda,” Laura dap.
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“Thé thi tai sao khong bo ong ta di?”

BOi r6i, Laura quay lai d6i mat vdi vi khach. “A...”, cudi cung cling dap lai, “3, 6ng thay diy - gid' thi toi dugc thira ké tién.”

“Khong cé chuyén ddé dau,” Starkwedder ndi ludn. “Luat phap khong cho phép ba hudng loi tir tdi 4c ba gay ra.” Budc tdi
mot bude, 6ng ta ndi hoi, “Hay ba nghila...?” Ong ta ngdp nglng roi ndi tiép, “Ba nghi gi trong dau thé?”

Laura ndi, “Tdi khong hiéu 6ng muoén néi gi.”

“Ba dAu phai 14 nguoi khd dai,” Starkwedder vira néi vira nhin ngwdi phu nit. “Ngay ca khi dugc thira ké thi cling cd ich gi
dau khi ba bi t chung than.” Tha minh ngdi thodi mai trén chiéc ghé banh, dng ta ndi thém, “Gia s téi vira roi khong dén
day gb ctra thi thé ndo nhi? Ba tinh 1am gi?”

“Cé gi khac dau?”

“Cé thé 12 khong - nhung thuc tdi mudn biét. Ba dinh dé cau chuyén dién ra thé ndo néu t6i khong dudng dot xuat hién
roi bat qua tang thé nay? Ba dinh néi d6 13 tai nan? Hay 13 tu sat?”

“T6i khong biét nita,” Laura thét 1én, giong cting quan. Quay mét khong nhin Starkwedder, ba ta néi, “Khong biét nita. T6i
khong c6 thoi gian suy nghi.”

Ngudi khach dong v, “Dung 1a khong cé... T6i cho rang day khong phai viéc ba chi1 v gay ra. Chic do bdt phat ma thoi.
T6i nghi chic do chong ba néi didu gi d6, cé ding ching?”

“C6 khac gi dau,” Laura noi.

“Ong ta noi gi ba?” Starkwedder ging hoi. “Néi gi thé?”

Laura nhin ngudi khach tran tréi, “Chuyén dé téi sé khong ndi cho ai hét.”

Starkwedder budc dén bén ghé, ngdi xudng canh ngudi phu nit, “0’tda, ngu'di ta s& bat ba phai néira.”

Nét mat nguoi phu nit danh lai, “T6i sé khong ndi. Ho khong ép dugc dau.”

“Nhung luit su ctia ba cAn duoc biét,” Starkwedder tira vao ghé va nhin ba ta chdm chd. “Chuyén d6 cd thé 1am moi thi
thay d6i.”

Laura quay lai d6i mit ngudi khach, “Ong khong hi€u u? Khong hiéu w? Toi hét hy vong roi. T6i di san sang cho didu toi
té nhat.”

“Sao c0? Chivi tdi tinh ¢ di qua canh clra d6 42 Néu toi khong...”

“Nhung 6ng d3 vao roi,” Laura ngat 1.

“Khong sai,” nguoi khac néi. “va do dé ba chip nhan. Ba nghi thé phai khong?”

Ba ta khong tra 10i. “Nay,” ngudi khach vira ndi vira dua ba ta mot diéu thudc, rdi tw chAm cho minh mot diéu. “Gi¥ quay
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lai qua kht mot chiit nhé. Ba cam ghét chdong 1au rdi, dén t6i nay thi dng ta di qua gidi han. Ba chdp 14y khiu sing nam
canh...” Ong ta dimg ndi, cham cham nhin kh4u sting trén ban. “Tai sao ong ta lai ngdi dy, dit sing bén canh thé nhi?
Chuyén nay khong giong binh thudng.”

“A cai d6,” Laura néi, “1a dé 6ng ta ban 1t meo.”

Starkwedder kinh hai hoi lai, “Meéo?”

“T6i thay 14 phai giai thich thém cho 6ng mot chut,” Laura ha giong.
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Starkwedder nhin ngudi cht nha mdt cach khd hiéu. “Sao c0?” 6ng ta hoi.

Laura, hit mdt hoi that sau, réi nhin thing vé phia trudc, tra 15i. “Richard truede 13 tho sin gidi 1Am,” ba ta néi. “Nhd thé ma
ching t6i gip nhau - § Kenya. Ong dy lic d6 khac 13m, hodc cé thé 1 chi thé hién nhitng mit t&t, con mit x4u thi gisu di.
Ong 4y c6 nhiéu tinh t6t 1Am. Hao phéng va diing cam. R4t diing cam. Ong 4y ciing hap dan phu nit nita.”

Ba ta dot nhién ngudc 1én, dwdng nhi méi nhin thiy Stardwedder thoi. Vi khach dap lai bang cach chdm thudc cho ba ta,
roi ngdi xudng. “Ba cwtiép tuc.”

“G&p nhau mot thdi gian ngan thi ching t6i cwdi,” Laura tiép. “Thé rdi hai ndm sau, 6ng 4y bi tai nan - bi s tir vo. Lic dé
may man gitp ong dy thoat chét, nhung tir d6 cling bi khap khiéng, khong di lai dwoc nhu trwde.” Ngusi phu nit nga lung ra
sau, cd vé da thu gifin hon nhiéu, con Starkwedder chuyén sang ngdi trén chiéc don ddi dién.

Laura rit mot hoi thudc, tha hoi khéi bay nghi ngit. “Ngwdi ta ndi 1a khi gép kho thi cdi tot thudng phat huy. Nhung véi
ong 4y thi lai khac. Chinh nhitng diém x4u mdi 1a cai ngay cang néi troi. Hon doi, budn b3, lién tuc udng rugu. Ong Ay khién
moi ngudi trong nha phat dién 1én - ching t6i ai cling c6 ma chiu vi - 6ng biét ddy - ngudi ta ai cling ndi, ‘T6i nghiép
Richard gi¢ bi tan phé.’ L& ra chiing t6i khong nén cam chiu nhw vay, gid thi t6i mdi ngd ra. Chiing t6i cam chiu khién dng
ay lai cang cam thay khac biét vdi moi ngudi, khién 6ng dy thich lam gi thi 1am ma khong phai chiu trach nhiém.”

Ba ta diing day roi budc téi ghé banh, bap diéu thudc vao cai gat tan. “Richard bao gid ciing thich san ban. Khong cé gi
thich bang. Thé nén khi ching t5i tdi nha ndy séng, ¢ khi dé&n t6i, ltic moi ngudi vé phong ngt hét, dng dy thudng ngdi
day,” ba ta tro cai xe 1an, “roi Angell - 4, Ong gitp viéc hay trgly, 6ng thich goi thé nio thi goi - Angell mang ruwgu dén, mang
ca mot khiu sting tdi, @t bén canh 6ng dy. Ong 4y mudn ctta trong ra viedn phai mé rong, ngdi dé nhin ra, chd doi du hiéu
tr mat mdt con meo hay con thé hoang hay chd ciing thé thdi. Dao nay ciing khong cé nhiéu thé hoang nita dau. Bon né
dang bi dich ... u nhay thi phai ... chét nhiéu 1am. Ong dy ban rat nhiéu méo rdi.” Ba ta lai kéo mot hoi dai. “Ong Ay ban ngay
cfing ban nita. Chim cfing bin.”

“Hang xém khong cd y kién gi hay sao?” Starkwedder hoi.

“DT nhién 1a c6 ch®,” Laura tra 10 khi quay lai sofa ng6i. “Ching t6i mdi tdi diy song dwgc vai nam thdi. Trude kia, ching
t6i s6ng & mién dong, Norkfork dy. & ddy Richard ban may con vat nudi nha ngudi ta, bi phan nan nhiéu 1am. Ciing vi vay
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ma chiing t6i chuyén téi day s6ng. Chd nay, cai nha nay, kha héo lanh. Xung quanh chi cé mdt nha hang xém, cach ciing
vai dam. Pugc cdi 1a ¢4 nhiéu chén, chim, méo hoang.”

B ta ditng mot Itc, rbi ndi tiép. “Thuc ra ldc & Norfolk cé mdt ba dén nha chiing toi thu tién quyén gdp t6 chic lién hoan.
Richard ban bén trai, bAn bén phai ba ta ltic ba ta dang trén dudng di ra 1am ba ta sg qua nhay quin 1én. Ong ay thi cudi Am
1én Itc ké lai. T6i con nhd dng 4y bao cai mong ba 4y béo qua nén c¥ ndy qua nay lai. BA ndy d&n bdo canh sat, khién
chuyén am#¥ calén.”

“Tdi 6 thé mudng twong duoc,” Stardwedder dap kho khan.

“Nhung Richard van qua dugc vu d6. Ong 8y cé gidy phép st dung sing, rdi cling cam két véi canh sat 1a chi diing sting
dé ban thé ma thoi. Ong Ay giai thich 12 ba c6 Butterfield tdi nghiép chic tudi gia hay lo 1dng nén twéng trong ra 1a bi ban.
Ong 4y thé 1a khong c6 chuyén dd. Richard ludn biét thuyét phuc nguoi khac nén cling khéng gip trd ngai khi 1am cho
canh sat tin.”

Starkwedder ditng 1én, budc tdi bén xac cuia Richard Warwick, budng 10i nhan xét, “Chong ba ¢ cai khiéu hai huwdc quai
dan nhi” Ong ta nhin xudng cai ban canh xe 1an. “Gid thi t6i hiéu y ba rdi,” dng ta ndi tiép. “Cé nghia 13 viéc dé sing bén
ngudi 1a thdéi quén budi t6i roi. Nhung chic 13 6ng ta khong dinh ban gi d¢m nay dau, suong mi nhiéu thé nay.”

“B, ltic ndo cling dé sting chd d6 thoéi,” Laura dap. “T6i nao ciing thé. Ct nhw tré con can dd choi. €6 Itic 6ng Ay con bin
1én twdng dé vé hinh. chd kia, 6ng nhin ma xem.” Ba ta chi cai ctta. “Chd bén trai 4y, sau biic rém.”

Starkwedder budc dén, vén tAm rém bén trai 1én, 1am 16 ra mdt hang vét dan trén twdng. “Chua toi oi. Ong ta khic ca tén
minh 1én day nay. ‘RW’, tao bang céc vét dan. Giéi diy chiz” Tha rém xudng, 6ng ta quay lai chd Laura. “Tdi thiy Ong ta 1a
tay sing rat cir ddy. That ddy. Chéc séng véi con ngudi ndy cling dang sg day.”

“Ban gidi,” Laura dap mia mai. Ri ba ta buc boi ding day, tién thang t6i 6ng khach khong mai. “Chang 1& ¢t phai néi mai
vé mdy cai nay 6ng méi hai long hay sao? Nhu thé ciing chi 1a tri hodn diéu sip dén ma thoi. Chang 18 dng khong thay 13
ong nén goi canh sat sao? Ong khong c6 lua chon nao khic. Ong goi canh sat sdm liic ndo 14 tot lic d6 cho t6i. Hay 6ng
mudn t6i goi? buing khéng? Cling dwgc thoi. Toi goi.”

Ba ta rdo budc tdi chiéc dién thoai, nhung Starkwedder da kip ngin ba ta nhic dng ndi 1én. “C1¥ ndi chuyén xong di da,”
ong ta ndi.

“NOi tir ndy roi do thoi,” Laura dap. “Con gi nita ma ndi chir”

“con ddy. Toi 1a ké ngdc, chic thé. Nhung toi nghi 14 ta phai tim dugc 16i thot ra.”

“L&i thoat w? Cho t6i 8?” Laura héi, giong nhu khdng tin néi.
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“pung, cho ba.” Ong ta budc tranh ra vai budc réi quay lai, d6i méat vdi ba chil nha. “Ba c¢6 dl can ddm khdéng? Liéu ba ¢
thé néi déi khi can... ndi déi mot cach thuyét phuc?”

Laura nhin 6ng ta tritng tritng. “Ong dién roi.”

“cé thé 1am,” Starkwedder néi.

BA ta 14c dau boi roi. “Ong khong biét ong dang 1am gi roi.”

“T6i biét rat rd téi dang lam gi. T6i dang bién t6i thanh tong pham.”

“Sao lai thé? Tai sao?”

Starkwedder nhin ngudi phu nit mot Iic réi méi dap. “pung, tai sao?” V§i giong tir ton, dng ta ndi tiép, “vi mot Iy do don
gian, tdi nghi vay, 12 ba 1a ngudi phu nit hip dan, ma tdi thi khong mudn nghi dén viéc ba bi nhét trong ti sudt phan ddi con
lai. TOi thy thé cling dang s¢ nhu viéc ba tri treo ¢ dén chét ma thdi. Tinh thé hién nay khdng sang stia chiit nao ddi véi ba
ca. Chong ba 1 ngudi thn phé. T4t ca nhitng bang chitng cé dugce ve viéc ba bi khiéu khich déu 13 tir miéng ba néi ra, ma
chwa chic ba d& mudn néi. Do d6, chic ban bdi thim sé chang tha cho ba dau.”

Laura nhin Starkwedder mot Itic 1au. “Ong dau c6 biét ti. Nhitng diéu tdi vira ndi ciing c6 thé hoan toan 14 bia dat.”

“c4 thé chit,” Starkwedder vui vé ndéi. ‘C6 18 13 toi 13 thang ngu nén mdi tin ba.”

Laura nhin di chd khéc, ngdi xudng ghé, xay lung lai phia 6ng khach. M4t mot Iic, ca hai déu khong ai néi gi. Sau d6 ba
ta quay lai, anh mét 4nh 1én tia hy vong, nhin vi khach nhu ¢é diéu mudn héi, roi ngap ngimg néi. “Téi 1am duge. Toi 6 thé
ndi doi néu budc phai thé.”

“T6t,” Starkwedder khé& cao giong. “Thé thi phai néi that nhanh.” Ong ta budc tdi cai ban canh xe 14n, lai gdy thudc vao gat
tan. “Tir d&u nhé. Trong nha nay cd nhitng ai? Ai séng ¢ day?”

Sau mot ltic ngdp ngling, Laura bat dau néi, co hd nhu cai may. “Cé me ctia Richard. Con cé Benny - cd Bennett, ching
toi quen goi 1a Benny - vira trong nom viéc nha vira 1a thu ky. Trude lam y ta. C6 4y & day 14u roi, rat chuyén chu déi vdi
Richard. Con cé Angell. Ltc ndy t6i ¢ nhac tdi roi thi phai. Ong ta nhw 1a hd 1y, tro' ly dy. Ong ta ndéi chung 13 cham séc cho
Richard.”

“Trong nha c6 nguwoi gitp viéc chii?”

“Khbng, chiing t6i khong thué ngudi gidp viéc ca ngdy cd dém, chi c6 miy ngudi ban ngay tdi lam. A... ma suyt nita
quén. Con cé Jan nita chi®”

“Jan?” Starkwedder hoi ngay. “Jan 13 ai?”

Laura nhin Starkwedder cd vé nhu xau h6 réi méi tra 161 mot cach ngdp nging. “La em khac me ctia Richard. Cau ta ...
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cAu ta séng vdi chung t6i.”

Starkwedder budc dén bén canh nit chtl nha. “Noéi rd rang di ndo. C6 diéu gi vé Jan ma ba mudn gidu toi chang?”

Sau mot chut ludng lw, Laura néi, tinh than van canh gidc cao do. “Jan hién lanh 13m. R4t ddng mén. Nhung... nhung cau
dy khong... khong han giong nhitng ngudi khac. €6 thé néila cau 4y ... cau 4y hoi chAm phat trién.”

“Ravay,” Starkwedder 14m bam giong thong cam. “Nhung ba quy cau ta ding khong?”

“pPhai,” Laura thii nhan. “Phai... T6i rat quy cAu ta. Thé nén... thé nén tdi khong thé bd Richard ma di duwge. Chi vi Jan. Ong
biét khong, néu dé Richard quyét hét thi dng dy s& cho Jan vao trai, chd danh cho ngudi cé van dé vé than kinh.”

Starkwedder chdm chim di vong quanh xe 1an, quan sat Richard Warwick, ra chiéu suy tinh. Ong ta 1dm bam, “Tdi hiéu
roi. Ong ta ldy chuyén d6 de doa ba dling khong? Néu ba bd 6ng ta thi 6ng ta s& cho ciu bé vao trai?”

“pung thé,” Laura dap. “Néu t6i... néu t6i cd long tin 1a t6i kiém dugc da tién nudi Jan va ban than thi... nhung t6i khong
nght 12 t6i 1am thé dwgc. Vi lai Richard 14 ngwoi bao hd hop phap ctia cdu dy.”

“Richard c6 doi x(r t6t vdi nd khong?” Starkwedder hoi.

“cling c6 luc.”

“Nhitng ldc khac thi sao?”

“Ong dy... 6ng Ay rat hay ndi tdi viéc dwa Jan di,” Laura néi. “Ong ay ndi véi Jan 1a ‘Nguoi ta sé doi x tot véi may, nhéc a.
May sé& duge cham séc tot. Chi Laura thi chic s& dén thdm may mdi 1am mot vai lan.’ Ong dy 1am Jan so' 1dm, ciu xin, nin ni
dén 1ap bap khong thanh 15i. Thé rdi Richard nga Iung ra sau cudi khodi chi. Cudi nhiéu 1am.”

“Hiéu r6i.” Starkwedder quan sat ki Laura. Sau mdt chut suy nghi, 6ng ta lai néi, “Hiéu roi.”

Laura vut ding ddy, dén bén chiéc ban canh ghé banh 1ay mot diéu thudc. “Ong khong can phai tin 101 tdi ndi. Ong khdong
cAn tin 1am gi. Ciing cd thé t6i dang bia chuyén, 6ng nghi vay diy.”

“T6i da ndi vdi ba 13 t6i chip nhan rhi ro dd. Gid thi néi xem c&i c6... c6 gi nhi, Bennett - Benny, 1 ngudi thé nao? Thong
minh? Sang da?”

“C6 &y c6 nang luc, dugc viée,” Laura dap.

Starkwedder bung thudc. “C6 diéu nay t6i vira nghi dén. Lam sao ma khong ai trong nha nay nghe thiy tiéng sing toi
hém nay?”

“A, me clia Richard gia 1am rdi, nghénh nging 1am,” Laura tra 10i. “Phong ctia Benny & dau kia nha co. Chd ctia Angell
ciing biét 14p, ¢ cra boc ni nita. A, con Jan nita. Né ngti & phong trén. Nhung né di ngi sém, ndé nga say 1am.”

“Thé thi that 1d may man,” Starkwedder nhén xét.
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Laura 19 vé ban khoin. “Cu thé y 6ng 13 sao? Ta cé thé 1am nhu 6ng Ay tir st 42”

Starkwedder quay lai nhin cai xac. “Khong,” dng ta lac dau. “Quén cai hy vong vé tu sat di. Toi e 1a khong duge.” Ong ta
bwde tdi, nhin cai x4c that ki, roi hoi. “Ong ta thudn tay phai nhi?”

“pung roi,” Laura dap.

“pung nhu t6i nghi. N&u thé thi 6ng 4y khong thé ndo tw ban minh & géc dd duge,” dng ta vira ndi vira chi vao thai duwong
bén trai cia Warwick. “Ngoai ra, cling khong cé vét thudc sting.” Ong ta trAm ngam tinh toan rdi néi thém. “Chic chin 13
phat dan nay 14 & khoang cach xa. Khong thé nao 1a tw tit” Ong ta lai ditng dé nghi r6i tiép, “TAt nhién van con kha ning 1a
tai nan. Cfing cé thé 13 tai nan chi”

MOt lic sau, Ong ta bat ddu hanh dong theo nhw suy nghi trong dau. “Gia du nhu ti nay toi dén day. Thuc ra 1 ding nhu
vay. VAo qua cai cra nay.” Ong ta di t6i canh cira, rdi ra ding lao vao phong. “Richard twéng toi 13 an trom, 1ién 14y sing ban
t6i. Kha ning dé 1a cao, dua vao nhitng didéu ba néi véi toi vé ong ta. Thé nén t6i dén chd dng ta,” Starkwedder budc voi t6i
bén cai xac, “giang 14y khiu stng...”

Laura lién néi xen vao, “Sing cudp co khi hai ngudi gidng co... ddng khong?”

“pung vay,” Starkwedder nhét tri, nhing lién chita lai. “Khdng, thé khong 6n. Toi di ndi rdi, canh sat s& thdy ngay 1a
phat dan khong phai 1a & cwly gn.” Ong ta lai tinh todn mot lic, réi ndi tiép. “Gid nhu t6i cwdp duge sing tir tay ong ta.”
Ong ta lac dau, phay tay vé nhu buc boi 1am. “Khdng, thé ciing khong dugc. Toi dd cudp duge sing roi thi thé quai nao lai
ban Ong ta dwgc chi? Khong, nhu vay 19 liéu 1am.”

Ong ta thd dai. “Th6i dugc réi. C1¥ coi nhu d6 1a &n mang di. Cr don gidn 13 4n mang thoi. Nhung 14 do ngudi ngoai gay ra.
MOt hodc nhiéu nguwoi ta chwa biét.” Ong ta dén bén cta, vén rém 1én, nhin ra bén ngoai tim cam hitng.

“MOt tén ké trom thi sao?” Laura gop 10i.

Starkwedder suy nghi roi dap, “Toi thdy cling c6 thé 13 ké trdm, nhung cé vé khong that Iam.” R6i ndi thém, “Ké thi thi
sao nhi? Nghe bi kich hon dy, nhung theo 16 ba md ta thi 6ng ta thudc loai ngudi dé gay tht hin 1Am. €6 ding khong?”

“A phai,” Laura dap cham rai nhing khong chic chan. “Téi nghi 13 Richard cé ké thii, nhung ma...”

“Lic nay khong can nghi t6i mdy cai ‘nhung’ gi ca,” Starkwedder ngat 161, rit thém mdt diéu thudc, roi téi bén ghé sofa
noi nit chl nhan dang ngdi. “Néi cho toi biét tAt ca vé ké thil cia Richard di. S6 Mot, chic 14 c&i ba... cai ba mong lac qua lai
d6, ba bi ban dy. Nhung t6i khong cho ring ba ta thudc dang ngudi cé thé gy 4n mang. T6i cho rang ba ta hién van dang
con sOng & Norfolk, s& hoi qua néu cho rang ba ta mo xudng xt Wales nay dé thit chdng ba. Con ai nita khong?” 6ng ta ging
hoi, “Con ai c6 tht1 han sau dam Ay ?”
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Laura to vé ngd vuc. Ba ta ding 1én, cdi khuy ao khoac ngoai, ndi mot cach than trong. “Cé mot ngudi lam vuon bi
Richard dudi viéc nim ngoai, sau d6 con khong viét gidy gidi thiéu nita. Tay nay buc chuyén dé 1dm, ciing doa nay no.”

“Ong ta ngudi thé ndo?” Starkwedder hoi. “Nguwdi dia phuwong a2”

“pung,” Laura tra 15i. “Ong ta ngudi ¢ Llanfechan, cach ddy khoang b&n dim.” B ta ci han 4o, dat 1én tay ghé sofa.

Starkwedder cau may, “Téi khong nghi ngudi 1am vurdn hop véi vai ndy. Chic 6ng ta thé ndo ciing cé ching c8 ngoai
pham rd rang, it ra 1a cai ¢§ ndo dé dugc vo ong ta chitng thuc. Hodc nhu dng ta bi bat vi tdi khong gay ra thi ciing khong
phai 1 diéu hay. Cai ta cAn 1a ké thtl ndo dé trong qua khit, ai d6 khong dé dang truy ra dugc dy.”

Laura budc chdm rai quanh phong, cd tdp trung suy nghi, con Starkwedder tiép tuc ndi, “Thé cd ai trong thdi gian
Richard con hay sin hd ban su tir khong? & Kenya, hay Nam Phi, hay An P9 chang han? M4y chd canh sat khong dé mo ra
dé rang ay.”

“Udc gl toi tAp trung suy nghi dwgc,” Laura tuyét vong. “U'dc gi tdi nhd ra duge. €6 thé cé trong may chuyén Richard ké
cho t6i.”

“Trong tay ta hién gi® cfing khong cé gi sang slia, tién 1gi ca,” Starkwedder 14m bam. “vi du nhu cé 6ng th6 dan nhd tay
1am d6 binh ru'cu ngdm, hay cd con dao ¢, hay c6 mili tén tAm doc.” Ong ta 14y tay gd tran dé tp trung. “Khi that, cai cin §
day 13 ai d6 thuc su cd thi1 hin, ai d6 da tirng bi Richard 1am hai.” Tién tdi Laura, 6ng ta thic giuc, “Ba nghi di, c6 ma nghi di.”

“TOi... T6i Khong nghi ra dwge gi,’ Laura dap, giong khong con hoi sic vi bat luc.

“Ba da ké cho t6i nghe dng chong ba. Véi loai ngudi d6 han thé nao ciing cé sukién gi d, ai d6 pht1 hop. Vi chda trén troi,
chic 12 phai cé chit” 6ng ta sdng giong.

Laura budc tdi lui trong phong, than kinh cing ra, c6 nhé lai.

“Liéu c0 ai titng de doa gi chang, de doa thuc sy dy,” Starkwedder khuyén khich.

Laura lap titc dirng bude, quay lai ndi, “C6... cd... Téi nhd ra roi.” Ba ta ndi tirng 101, “C6 mdt ngwdi dan dng. Con 6ng 4y bi
Richard can chét.”
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Starkwedder tran trn nhin Laura. “Richard chet chét mot dita tré w?” 6ng ta hoi cé vé phan khich. “Ltic d6 1 Iic ndo?”
“Khoang hai ndm trudc,” Laura ndi. “Luc dé chung toi con sdng & Norfolk. Cha dira bé ltic dd thuc su cé nhiéu 16i de doa.”
Starkwedder ngbdi xudng chiéc ghé, “cé vé day 1 mdt kha nang roi ddy,” dng ta ndi. “Tuy nhién, cit ké cho t6i hét nhitng

diéu ba con nhdvé con ngudi nay.”

Laura tram tw mot chut roi bat dau ké. “Richard hom dé dang 1ai xe vé tir Cromer. Ong dy trudc d6 udng kha nhiéu,
chuyén dé cling chéng c6 gi 13 la ca. Ong 14y lao xe qua ngdi lang nho véi tdc d6 sau muoi dim mot gid, ré banh chd nay
chd kia. Dita bé - thing bé - tirtrong mot cai quan chay ra ngoai dudng. Richard ddm phai nd, 1lam né chét ngay.”

“Y ba 13,” Starkwedder hdi, “chong ba van 14i dugc xe di1 bi khuyét tat u?”

“Ong 4y lai dugc. Xe da duoc chinh lai cho hop, 1ap may bo phan dé 6ng 4y digu khién. Tém lai 13 6ng &y 1ai duge cai xe
ds.”

“Hiéu rdi,” Starkwedder néi. “Chuyén dita bé roi sao? Chic canh sat d bat Richard vé toi giét ngudi chi?”

“TAt nhién 13 d3 c6 mdt budi didu tran,” Laura giai thich.

C6 mot diéu gi dd cay dang xen vao giong ba ta khi ndi thém, “Richard d duoc tha bong.”

“LUc dd6 c6 nhan chiing khéng?” Starkwedder hai.

“A, c6 bo thang bé. Ong ta nhin thay su viéc. Nhwng Itic d6 ciing con mdt cd y ta - tén 1a Warburton - Itic d6 ngdi cting xe
v(i Richard. €6 ta d3 1am chitng. Theo ¢6 ta thi xe Iic d6 chay dwdi ba muoi dim mot gid va trude dd Richard mdi chi uéng
c6 mot ly so-ri ma thdi. C6 ta néi 13 tai nan d4 hoan todn cé thé tranh dugc - chi 14 do thang bé tir nhién lao ra, dim thang
vao dau xe. Ngu'di ta tin cd ta, khong tin 151 6ng bd 13 xe Itic d6 lao nhw dién, tdc dd rat cao. Tdi cho rang con ngudi tdi nghiép
dé do qua bic xiic ma cé phan néi qua.” Laura di chuyén t&i ghé banh, néi thém, “Ong thay ddy, ai ma chang tin cd ty ta
Warburton chi. 6 ta thé hién 13 ngudi hoan toan trung thuc, dang tin c4y, nhitng 10i néi ra cling rat can trong.”

“Ba Iic d6 khong ngdi trong xe 4?” Starkwedder hoi.

“Khong,” Laura dap. “Luc do t6i @ nha.”

“Thé sao ba lai biét 12 nhitng 11 cd y t4 - tén gi nhi - ¢4 thé 13 khong ding sy that?”

“Moi chuyén déu duoc Richard ké lai,” ba ta cay dang ndi. “Sau khi ho trd vé tir budi diéu tran, ti nhd ma. Ong dy néi,
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‘Hoan ho Warby, dién dat 1dm. C6 thé 13 c6 d3 ctiu toi thoat 4n chung than roi ddy.’ Rdi cd ta néi, ‘Ong khong dang dugc tha
dau, 6ng Warwick. Ong thira biét ltc d6 6ng di rat nhanh. Chuyén vé thang bé dé that dang xau hd.’ Rdi Richard néi, ‘0, quén
chuyén d6 di. T6i sé bu dap cho cb. Vdi lai thém hay bét mot thang bé thi thé gidi dong dic nay cd thiét thoi gi dau? C6 nd
hay khong cfing thé thoi. Toi s& chang mat ng1 dau.’

Starkwedder rdi ghé, mat liéc qua vai nhin xac ctia Richard Warwick, trim giong, “Cang nghe, cang biét nhiéu vé dng
chdng ctia ba thi t6i cang mudn tin rang cai viéc xay ra t6i hom nay 13 mot hanh dong két liéu hop 1y cudc doi 6ng ta chi
khong phai 12 4n mang.” Bwdc téi bén Laura, 6ng ta tiép tuc, “Cai 6ng bd ctia dita bé toi nghiép kia dy, 6ng ta tén 1a gi?”

“Tén dic Scot, hinh nhw thé,” Laura dap. “Mac... Mac gi ay, MacLeod? MacCrae? Tdi khong nhd nita.”

“Ba phai c6 ma nhd ra bang dugc,” Starkwedder nhin manh. “C6 1én, phai nhd ra. Ong ta van séng & Norfolk?”

“Khong, khong,” Laura néi. “Ong 4y chi qua day mdt thdi gian ngén, thim ba con bén vo thi phai. Hinh nhu 13 ngudi
Canada, t6i nhé thé.”

“canada - chd d6 ciing xa ddy,” Starkwedder nhan xét. “Mudn do theo diu ciing mét thoi gian. ” Ong ta téi phia sau ghé
sofa. “Phai, phai roi. T6i nghi tay niy ciing c6 thé vira vin. Nhwng vi chia 1ong 1anh, ba nhé lai tén cho ding.” Ong ta lai di
ti chd dé 4o choang trén ghé banh trong hdc twdng, 14y ra tir tii 4o mot ddi giang, sau dé deo vao. Mat do tim quanh phong,
ong ta héi, “Nha cd bao chi gi khong?”

“Bao u'?” Laura ngac nhién hoi lai.

“Khdng phai bdo hdm nay,” dng ta giai thich. “Bdo hdm qua hay hom kia cang tot.”

Laura lién rdi ghé, téi bén tt1 phia sau ghé banh. “Trong ti1 cd mAy t& bao cii ddy. Chiing ti thudng diing dé nhém lira.”

Starkwedder d&n bén canh, mé cita t1, 14y ra mot t& bio. Sau khi da kiém tra ngdy xuit ban, 6ng ta ndi, “Td nay duoc.
Pung thita can roi.” Ong ta ddng cira t, mang t& bao lai ban, roi 1y trong ngin ban ra mot cai kéo.

“Ong dinh 1am gi thé?” Laura hai.

“Ta phai ché ra vai bang chitng nao dé.” Ong ta bdm kéo dé minh hoa.

Laura strng sot nhin. “Nh& canh sat tim ra dwgc dng ta, thi s& 1am sao?”

Starkwedder ngudc 1én nhin lai, twtin néi, “Néu dng ta van sng & Canada thi tim dugc cling mat nhiéu thoi gian. Pén ltc
tim dugc thi chic 13 6ng ta ciing cd bang chitng ngoai pham cho t6i hdm nay thoi. &@ mdt noi ndo dé cach xa vai ngan dim
chAc cfing 1a dt roi. Pén Itic d9 thi cling hoi qua mudn dé ngudi ta xac minh nhiéu thit & day. DU sao di nita thi d6 1a phuong
sach t6t nhét Itic nay, ta van cé mot it khong gian ma tha.”

Laura td vé lo 1ng, “T6i khong thich thé.”
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Starkwedder xat thém mudi vao ndi s¢ hii, “Ba 1am gi con lwa chon nao khac chi. 6 diéu ba phai nhd ra dwoc tén ngudi
de.”

“T6i ndi roi, khdng nhd duge,” Laura ngoan co.

“C6 phai la MacDougall khong? Hay 1a Mackintosh?’ 6ng ta goi y.

Laura lui lai vai bwde, hai tay bit tai, “T6i xin dng ditng ndi nita. Ong chi 1am cho sy viéc t6i té hon ma thoi. Gio toi cling
khong chac cd phai Mac gi khéng nita.”

“ROi, néu khdng nhd dugc 1a khong nhd duoe,” Starkwedder nhuwgng bo. “Ta s& phai xoay s¢ ma khong cd cdi tén vay. Ba
cling khong nhé ngay thang hay cai gi khac hitu ich hay sao?”

”A, ngay thang thi t6i nh§ duge,” Laura ndi. “La ngay 15 thang 5.

RG rang 1a ngac nhién, Starkwedder héi, “Thé nao ma ba lai nhd dwgc cai d6?”

Khi tra 10i, giong Laura day vé cay dang, “vi hom dé 1a ngay sinh nhat ctia toi.”

“A, 3, ra vay. Thé 1a dugc mot viéc nhé roi,” Starkwedder nhan xét. “Ta cling ¢ thém mdt chiit may man day. T bo nay
12 ngay 15.” Ong ta can trong cit phan ngay ra khoi t& bao.

Pén bén ban, nhin qua vai ngudi khach, Laura chi cho 6ng ta thiy d6 12 ngay 15 thang 11, khong phai thang 5. “Duing,” 6ng
ta dong tinh, “nhung chinh phan dé mdi 1am cho sw'viéc dang nghi hon. Pay, NAM - ¢4 chi¥ N chit A chit M day roi.”

“Ong dang 1am cdi gi vy cht?” Laura hoi.

Chi dén khi ngdi lai vao ghé, Starkwedder mdi néi, “Cé ho dan khong?”

Laura dinh 14y lo hd trong ngan kéo ra thi 6ng ta ngan lai. “Ping, dirng dong vio,” 6ng ta huéng dan. “Khdng nén dé lai
diu van tay ctia ba & d6.” Ban tay da deo ging, Ong ta 14y lo hd ra, md ndp. “Day la bai hwdng din trd thanh t6i pham,” ong ta
ndi tiép. “A, t6t qua, ddy cd ca mdt tp gidy viét - loai gidy ban phd bién trén ca Lién hiép Anh.” LAy mot t¥ ra khdi ngin kéo,
ong ta dan nhitng chit di cit ra khoi bao 1én dé. “Xem nay, mdt - hai - ba, deo ging hoi khé 1am. Nhung xong rdi. ‘ngay 5
thang Nam. N¢' phai trd. Chi* N bong mit nay.” Ong ta dan lai. “ROi. Ba thy thé nao?”

Ong ta xé t& gidy ra, dua cho ba ta xem, roi di tdi bén xac Richard Warwick ngdi trén xe 1an. “Ta s& nhét gon gang vao
trong ti 4o khoac, nhu vy.” Trong khi nhét, 6ng ta 1am dong vao mot cai bat Ira khién nd rdi xudng san. “Cai gi thé nhi?”

Laura khé kéu thét thanh rdi c6 giang lai cai bat Itra, nhung khong kip vi Starkwedder da nhit 1én, rdi dwra 1én quan sat
ki “bura cai d6 cho t6i,” Laura néi khong ra hoi. “Pwa cho t6i.”

C6 vé hoi ngac nhién, Starkwedder dwa cho ba cht1 nha. “P6... d6 1a bat 1ira ctia t0i,” ba ta ngap ngiing giai thich.

“pugc roi, thi 1a ctia ba,” 6ng ta dong y. “Cé gi ma phai gap gap thé.” Ong ta nhin chi nha xoi méi. “Ba khong mat hét ca
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binh tinh réi ddy chi?”

Nt cht1 nha trd lai ghé sofa, vira di vira lau cdi bat Iffa vao vay dé xda hét ddu van tay trén do, cd gidu dé Starkwedder
khong phat hién ra hanh dong dé. “Khong, di nhién 1a t6i khéng suy sup dau,” ba ta trin an.

Sau khi dd dam bao 1a mAu gidy cat dan tir bao da nam chic chin & tdi nguc, dudi ve 4o Richard, Starkwedder di téi cai
ban, day nap lo ho, thdo ging, 14y khin tay ra, rdi nhin Laura. “Budc dau da xong. Gid sin sang cho budc tiép theo. Cai cbc
lic ndy ba udng dau roi?”

Laura 14y cai c6c tir trén mot c4i ban khéc. P& chiéc bat Ifra & d6, ba ta mang coc lai chd Starkwedder. Ong ta cim 14y,
can than lau sach du van tay trén dé, nhwng roi dét nhién néi. “Khéng 6n roi!” 6ng ta 1dm bam. “Nhw thé qua that 1 dai
dot.”

“Sao lai thé?” Laura hoi.

“A, nhé ra phai cé dau tay médi hop ly,” 6ng ta giai thich, “trén ca c6c 1an binh rugu. Vi du nhw ctia cai tay gidp viéc, va cé
thé ca ctia chdng ba nita. Sach béng diu van tay thé nay thi canh st s& thay la 1dm cho ma xem.” Ong ta dua c6c 1én miéng
nhap mot chit. “T6i phai nghi ra cai gi d6 dé giai thich vé ddu tay ciia t6i,” ng ta néi thém. “Pham ti ciing chang dé dang
nhi.”

Chot Laura thot 1én, “Plrng, dimg dinh vao vu nay. C6 khi ho lai nghi sang 6ng thi sao.”

Starkwedder tim tim néi, “0, tdi cd chuit danh tiéng - s& khong bi nghi ngd dau. Nhwng thuc ra thi tdi da dinh vao vu nay
roi. Chang phai 13 xe t0i & ngoai kia, dinh chat 14y cai ranh dé hay sao. Ba khong phai lo dau, cting 13m 13 bi cdo budc khong
trung thuc, ray ra thoi gian ma thoi. S& khéng sao ca, néu nhu ba thuc hién tét phan cia minh.”

Laura thay so, ngdi xudng ghé dau, xay lung lai. Ong ta vong ra ding trudc mat. “Giy ba d sin sang chua?”

“s3n sang... cai gi?” Laura hoi.

“Thdi ndo, ba phai binh tinh lai di,” 6ng ta thuc giuc.

Trong long thiy hoang mang, ba ta néi, “Tdi thay... tdi khong nghi dugc gi ca.”

“Khong phai nghi nggi gi. Ba chi cin tudn Iénh. K& hoach 14 thé nay. Trwdc hét, trong nha nay c6 cai 10 dot ndo khong?”

“LO d6t 32” Laura nghi mot 14t roi tra 101, “C6, c6 & chd ndi dun nuée.”

“Tot 1dm.” Ong ta téi chd cai ban, cam 14y t& bao, cudn chd gidy cat thira vao trong. Budc lai, ong ta dwa cd cho Laura. “Gid
thi ba di vao trong bép, nhét ca chd nay vio 10. Sau dé 1én gac, cbi 4o vy nay ra, thay do ngt vao hay cai gi dé thi tly ba.”
Dimng lai mot chit, Starwedder ndi tiép. “Ba ¢ vién aspirin nao khéng?”

Laura dap, “C6,” giong 16 vé phan van.
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Nhu thé ké hoach dang dén trong dau, Starkwedder ndi tiép, “Tét... xa hét thudc xudng bon ciu. Rdi sau dd sang phong ai
d6 - me chong, hay céi c0... c6 Bennett nhi - ndi 1a c6 bi dau dau, mudn xin aspirin. Nh& 1a khi vao phong nguti do, ai cling
dugc, thi nhé dé ctrta mé, ldc dd ba s& nghe thiy tiéng sing.”

“Tiéng sung nao?” Laura hoi, trin tréi nhin ngudi khach.

Starkwedder khong tra 151 ma di ti cai ban bén xe 1in, nhit khiu stng 1én. “Phai, phai,” 6ng ta kh& 14m bam. “Minh s&
1am nhu thé.” Ong ta xem khau sting. “Hm. Hinh nhu 1 siing ngoai, tdi khdng quen - ky niém chién trwdng ching?”

Laura ditng 1én. “T6i cling khong rd. Richard cé nhiéu sing ngoai.”

“Khdng hiéu da duoc dang ky chua,” Starkwedder néi mot minh, tay van cam kh4u stng.

Laura ngdi xudng sofa. “Richard cé gidy phép - néu dling cai 6ng dang ndi - gidy phép cho bd swu tip stng.”

“pung, toi cling nghi 6ng ta cd. Nhung cai d6 khong c6 nghia 1a tat cd sing nay déu dang ky dwdi tén ctia 6ng ta. Thwong
thi ngudi ta khong dé v mAay chuyén nhu vay. C6 ai biét cu thé khong?”

“Angell chic biét,” Laura néi. “Cé van dé sao?”

Starkwedder budc quanh phong, vira di vira ndi, “Theo gi thuyét ta dung nén thi cai 6ng Mac gi d6 - cha da bé Richard
can chét - han da vao day, nglti thdy mui mau va da tra thi, vii khi dd chuén bi s3n roi. Nhwng ngudi ta cfing hoan toan cé
thé suy ra mot gia thuyét khac. Mot ngudi - ngudi ndo ciing thé - d vao dy. Richard ldc d6 dang ga gat, vé 1ay khau sing.
Nguoi kia giang 1y sing, roi ban. Téi néi thuc 1a gia thuyét nay ciing kha diéu voi, nhung chic 14 duge. Ta phai chdp nhan
rti ro thoi, khong thé tranh duoc.”

Ong ta dit khau sung 1én ban canh xe 1an, budc lai gin Laura, ndi tiép. “Gid ba da nghi xong chwa? Tdi hy vong 1 roi.
Viéc 6ng ta bi bdn sém hon mudi 1dm, hai muwoi phit khong phai 1a mot khung thdi gian dé xac dinh cho canh sat khi ho téi
day. Mo qua dugc may con dudng dic swong mi ndy ciing chang dé dang dau.” Ong ta budc téi cai rém bén cita, vén 1én va
nhin vao nhitng 16 dan trén twdng. “R.W - Hay 1am. D& tdi cho thém mdt ddu chidm nita.”

Tha rém xudng, ong ta quay lai chd Laura. “Khi ba nghe thiy tiéng sting, thi ba phai khudy dong 1én, kéo cd Bennett - hay
ai d6 thi tity ba - xudng day. CAu chuyén ba sé& ké 13 ba ching biét gi hét. Ba di ngt, roi dau dau qua nén phai di xin aspirin.
Ba chi biét c4 thé thoi. Hiéu chwa?”

Laura gt dau.

“T6t.” Starwedder ndi, “Phan con lai ba c1¥ dé toi lo. Gig ba da thay kha hon chua?”

“Khd hon nhiéu roi,” Laura thi thAm.

“Thé ba di lam viéc t6i vira ndi di,” dng ta ra 1énh.
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Laura chin chtt. “Ong... ong dau phai 1am thé nay. Ong du... dng dau can lién can gi vao day.”

“Nhitng cai d6 da ndi qua roi,” Starkwedder gat di. “Ai trén ddi nay déu cling cd - gio ngwdi ta goi 1a gi nhi - thi vui riéng.
Ba cd thi vui 1a ban chdng. Gioy @&n luot t6i thé hién thd vui. C¥ coi 12 t6i ludn titng ao wéc xem tdi s& hanh xi thé nao trong
mot cAu chuyén trinh thdm doi thuc.” Ri 6ng ta cudi an Ui, “Ba ¢4 1am duwoc nhitng diéu toi bao ltic ndy hay khong?”

“pugc,” Laura gat dau.

“Xong. Toi thay ba c6 dong ho kia. T6t 1am. Gid'1a may gio?”

Laura dua tay 1én dé ong ta xem dong ho, dng ta chinh dong hd ctia minh theo dong ho ctia Laura. “Mudi phut nita 13
tdi...,” 6ng ta nhan dinh. “Tdi cho ba ba, & khong, bdn phut. Bon phut dé vao bép, vitt ddng gidy vao 10, roi 1én gac, thay quan
40 ngu vao, sang phong c6 Bennett hodc ai dd. Ba cd thuc hién dugc khdng, Laura?” 6ng ta cudi trn an.

Laura gt dau.

“pung muoi hai gio kém nam,” Ong ta néi tiép, “ba s& nghe thiy tiéng sung. Gid di di.”

Pira dén clra, Laura ban khoan, quay lai nhin dng khach. Starkwedder di tdi, m& cta cho ba ga. “Ba khdéng lam tdi that
vong day chi?”

Laura dap nho, “Khong.”

“TOt”

Laura vita chuén bi rdi phong thi Starkwedder ngé thay chiéc 4o khoac ctia ba ta con vat trén tay ghé sofa. Goi ba ta
quay lai, dua 4o cho, khong quén cudi dd danh. gi ba chll nha bude ra xong, ong ta dong cta lai.

eBook by Pao Tiéu Vil



Tai eBook tai: www.dtv-ebook.com

5

Sau khi Laura di roi, Starkwedder ditng suy nghi xem phai 1am gi tiép theo. Mot Itic sau, dng ta nhin dong ho, 1y ra mot
diéu thudc. Budc t8i bén cai ban canh xe 1in, dinh nhat c4i bat 1tra 1én thi dng ta dé y thdy anh Laura trén gia sach. Ong ta
cam 1én xem, kh& mim cwoi, dit nh lai gid roi chAm thudc, dat bat ltra 1én ban. Rut khan tay ra, 6ng ta lau sach diu van tay
d3 dé lai trén tay ghé, trén tAm anh rdi ddy chiéc ghé vio vi tri cfi. Ong ta nhit mau thudc ctia Laura trén gat tan, quay lai
c4i ban canh xe 1an, nhat nét miu thudc ctia minh & gat tan tai d6. Lai quay ra cdi ban cé ngan kéo, 6ng ta xéa dau van tay,
sap xép lai kéo, tap gidy viét, gidy thaAm. Pao mat nhin quanh sin xem c6 roi vai mau gidy ndo khong thi thdy mot mau 6
gan ban. Ong ta nhit 1én, vo nat rdi cho vao tdi quan. Ong ta ciing khong quen xéa diu van tay trén cong tc dén canh clta
va trén cai ghé canh ban viét. Nhat cai dén ctia minh trén ban, dng ta di ra cta, nhe nhang kéo rém lai, soi dén ra bén ngoai
guan sat.

“pat ctiing, kho dé lai ddu chan,” 6ng ta 1dm bAm. Dit cai dén lai trén ban canh xe 1an, 6ng ta nhit khau sung, kiém tra
xem dan c6 nap da chua, roi lau sach. Lidn dd, dng ta budc téi chiée ghé dau, dat sting xudng dé. Sau khi liéc nhin dong hd,
Starkwedder d&n bén xe 1in & hdc twdng, ddi mil, quang khin, deo ging. Tay cAm 4o khodc, dng ta budc téi cira. Vira dinh tat
dén thi 6ng ta nhé ra 13 phai xéa ddu tay trén ctra va tay ndm. Starkwedder tit dén, quay tré lai cai ghé dau, mic 4o khoAc.
Ong ta nhit sing, chun bi bin vao vét chit bang 16 dan trén twdng thi thay rém di che khuat roi.

“Khi that!” 6ng ta 1am bam. Ong ta voi 14y cai ghé& ban viét d& d& 1ay chan rém, roi quay trélai vi tri canh ghé dau, givong
sting ban, sau d4 nhanh chdng ra chd twdng dé xem két qua. “Khong t&.” dng ta tw tan thudng.

Vira tra chiéc ghé ban viét vé chd cii xong, Starkwedder da nghe thiy tiéng ngudi téi. Ong ta voi lao ra khoi cita, tay cAm
theo sung. Nhung ngay sau do Ong ta lai tr@ lai, chdp 14y céi dén roi lai lao ra ngoai.

Luc dd, tir nhiéu noi trong nha, bon ngwsi da voi tdi duwge thw phong. Me ctia Richard Warwick, dang cao va quyén bién,
mac 4o ngu. Ba gia ¢ vé xanh xao, vira chdng gy vira di. “Cé chuyén gi thé, Jan?” ba gia hoi cau thanh nién mic pyjama,
cé khudén méit ngdy tho, ngd nghéch vira mdi dén sau lung ba. “Tai sao moi ngudi dang dém hom lai ra hét day?” ba ta hoi
tiép khi thdy mdt ngwsi phu nit khac téc da mudi tiéu, méc vay ngu, xuat hién. “Benny, néi cho ta rd!” ba ta ra 1énh.

Laura dén dang sau, ba Warkick néi tiép, “Moi ngudi diéc hét rdi hay sao? Laura, cé chuyén gi? Jan - Jan - khong ai néi
cho ta biét nha nay xay ra chuyén gi hay sao?”
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“Chau nghi d6 13 Rirchard,” ciu ta néi. B& ngodi d3 khoadng mudi chin tudi, nhung giong ndi va thai do ctia ciu ta thi nhé
tudi hon nhiéu. “Anh 4y lai ban swong mi ddy a.” Giong c4u ta c6 vé buc tic. “Bac bao anh dy dirng ban ltic moi ngudi ngt di
a. Chau dang ngii ngon, ca Benny nita. bung khong chi Benny? Laura, chi c4n than day, Richard ddng s¢ 1Am. Benny, c4n
than.”

“Ngoai kia suong mu nhiéu qua,” Laura néi, mit nhin qua cita s canh ciu thang. “Khdng con nhin rd 16i di nita. Con
khong hiéu tai sao anh 4y lai ban cai gi ltic swong thé nay. That 13 quai dan. Hinh nhu ldc nay con nghe thay tiéng kéu.”

Benny, c6 vé ngoai manh mé va tinh téo, dang dip cho thy da tirg 1am y ta trong bénh vién, t6 vé bat nhin, “T6i khong
hiéu sao chi lai phai buc cht, chi Larua. Richard dang tu gidi khudy nhw moi 1an thdi. Toi thi khong nghe thiy tiéng stng,
chic chang cé viéc gl dau. Chi dang tir twdng tirong ra dé thoi. C6 diéu toi nghi Richard kha ich ky, toi s& ndi thé vdi anh dy.”
ROi Bennett goi to, “Richard,” khi budc vao thu phong. “Gi¢ nay khong phai Iic du, Richard. Anh 1am moi ngudi sg dy,
Richard.”

Laura, ltic nay da mic vay ngd, budc theo Bennett vao phong. Khi Laura bt dén rdi dén chd sofa, Jan cling di theo. N6
thdy Bennett dang nhin cham chdp vao Richard Warwick trén xe 14n. “Sao thé chi Benny?” Jan héi. “C6 chuyén gi?”

Bennett ddp, giong binh tinh la lung. “Richard ty’ sat r6i.”

“Xemnay,” Jan hét twdng 1én, tay chi cai ban. “Sting cia Richard bién dau réi.”

Vira ldc d6 cd tiéng ngudi goi tir ngodi vird, “Trong dd cé chuyén gi thé? €4 gi khong 6n sao?”

Nhin qua ct¥a sb trong hdc, Jan hét 1én, “Nghe chura, 6 ngudi ngoai virdn.”

“Ngoai kia 42” Bennett hoi. “Ai nhi?” C6 ta quay ra ctra r6i vén rém 1én, vira ltic Starkwedder thinh linh hién ra. Bennett
v0i va budc 1t khi Starkwedder don budc t8i hdi, “Cé chuyén gi thé? & day xay ra chuyén gi?” Mat vi khach ditng & xe 1an
ctia Richard Warwick. “Ngudi ndy chét roil” ng ta thot 1én. “Bi ban.” Ong ta nhin xung quanh té v nghi ngd tat cd moi
nguoi.

“Thé 6ng 12 ai? Ong & dau tdi ddy ?” Bennett hoi.

“Xe tdi vira bi dAm xudng ranh,” Starkwedder dap. “Toi lac dwdng mdy tiéng dong hd. Tinh c& thy canh cong nén vao
day nho gitp dd, goi dién thoai. Tdi nghe thay ¢4 tiéng sting, thiy ¢4 nguwoi lao ra clra nay, va ca vao toi.”

Tay dwa khau stng ra, Starwedder néi thém, “Ngudi d6 1am roi thit nay.”

“Nguoi do di ddu roi?” Bennett hoi.

“Swong mu thé nay thi Iam sao ma toi biét duge chir” Starkwedder dap.

Jan ding ngay trudc xe ctia Richard, mat tritng tritng ngd cai xac. N6 hét 1én, “Richard bi ban nay.”
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“Trong cd vé thé that,” Starkwedder dong y. “Cac vi nén b4o canh sat di.” Ong ta dit khiu sing 1én chiéc ban canh xe 1in,
cam binh rueou 1én réi rét vao ly. “Ong ay 1a ai?”

“La chong t6i,” Laura binh than dap khi ngbi xudng ghé sofa.

Giong cd to ra quan tAm, Starkwedder ndi, “Pay - ba udng mot chit di.” Laura ngwdc mat 1én nhin. “Ba dang bi séc,” 6ng
ta nhan manh. Khi ba ta cAm 14y cai cdc, Starkwedder mim cudi - lwng quay vé phia moi ngudi trong nha - dé Laura da
hiéu 6ng ta da dan xép viéc du tay trén cai ly thé ndo. Sau d6 ong ta quay lai, ném mii 1én ghé banh thi chot thiy cb
Bennett dinh ctii xudng xem thi thé Richard Warwick, lién voi quay lai. “Dirng, cd khong nén dong vao cai gi ca.” Ong ta ndi
thém, “Tdi thly c6 vé nhu’ &n mang roi, thé nén dirng dong vao cai gi 1a hon.”

Bennett ding thang ngudi, bwde 1ui lai, cd vé hoang hét. “An mang? Sao cd thé 1a 4n mang chi!”

Ba Warwick, me ctia Richard, Itic do ciing vira di ga ctra. Ba ta vira buwdc vao vira hoi, “C6 chuyén gi thé nay?”

“Richard bi ban. Richard bi ban rdil” Jan ndi, khong kiém ché dugc sy phan khich.

“Yén nao, Jan.” Bennett nat no.

“N0i gi ta nghe khong r5?” Ba Warwick hoi lai.

“Ong 4y nodi... &n mang,” Benny dap, chi Starkwedder.

“Richard,” bA Warwick 1dm bam khi Jan cui xudng thi thé rdi goi moi ngudi, “Xem ndy, trén nguc anh 4y cé gi 4y - to
gidy - ¢4 chit nita.” N6 vdi tay dinh 14y thi bi Starkwedder ngan lai. “Lam gi thi 1am, ditng dong vao d4.” Sau dé ong ta doc to,
titng chit, “Thang NAm - ngady mudi 1am - tra hét.”

“Chuia oi. MacGregor,” Bennett hét 1én, 1ui lai sau ghé sofa.

Laura ding phat diy. BA Warwick thi cau miy, hoi “Phai ching ... 13 cha ctia... con bé bi chet dé...2”

“T4t nhién rdi, MacGregor,” Laura 1am bAm néi mdt minh roi ngdi xuéng ghé banh.

Luc d6 Jan budc t6i sat thi thé. “Nhin nay - toan 13 bao thoi, bi cit lung tung,” giong né van day phan khich. Starkwedder
mot 14n nita lai phai ngén né lai. “bing cé dong vao dé. Cai d6 1a viéc ctia canh sat.” Néi rdi 6ng ta budc téi chd dién thoai.
“T6i goi dugc chi?”

“pirng,” bd Warwick néi dat khoat. “Pé t6i.” Gi&¥ d3 1am chu tinh hinh va binh tinh trd lai, ba di d&n bén ban va quay so.
Jan phan kich dén bén ghé diu, héi Bennet, “Chi cé nghi 1 chinh 13 c4i ngudi bd chay lic ndy khong?”

“Ssh, Jan,” Bennett kh& nat nd khi b Warwick ndi trén dién thoai, nh6 nhuwng rd rang. “p6n canh sat dé phai khéng. Toi
goi tir nha Llangelert ctia dng Richard Warwick. Ong Warwick vira bi ... ban chét.”

BA ta tiép tuc ndi trén dién thoai vdi giong rat nhd, nhuwng nhitng ngwdi con lai trong phong cd tap trung nghe cho rd.
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“Khdng, do ngudi la tim thiy. Nguwdi ndy bi héng xe gin day, t6i nghi thé... Duoc, tdi s& chuyén 10i. Ti s& goi cho nha tro.
Cac 6ng c6 thé cho xe dwa anh ta téi dd khi xong viéc & day a?... Tt qua.”

Quay lai v8i moi nguwdi trong nha, ba Warwick thong bao, “Canh sat s& dén ngay khi ho di dugc trong swong mu. Ho sé
cho hai xe dén. M0t xe s& dwa vi nay di,” ba ta ra hiéu vé phia Starwedder, “t6i nha tro trong 1ang. Ho mudn anh ta & dém tai
dd, sang mai s& trao doi thém.”

“pang nao thi tdi cling chiu cha 14y xe ra duwgc khoi ranh, nén nhu thé ciing dugc,” Stardwedder néi. Vira ltic d6 canh
ctta ra hanh lang bat mg, mot ngudi dan dng téc sim mau, chiéu cao trung binh, tudi trac ¥ tuan bwdc vao phong, tay van
dang budc day do ngt. Bwdc qua ctra thi 6ng ta dirng lai ngay.

“cé chuyén gi vay thua ba?” 6ng ta hdi ba Warwick, roi chot nhin thay thi thé cia Richard Warwick phia dang sau. “Oi
chua t6i 0i.”

“Tdi e 12 phai bao cho ong biét di cd tham kich xay ra, Angell,” b Warwick dap. “Richard da bi ban, canh sat dang dén
roi.” Hudng vé phia Starwedder, ba ta tiép, “bay 1a Angel, ngu'di gitip viéc cua Richard.”

Ngudi gitip viéc dap lai swhién dién cta Starkwedder bang mdt c4i cdi chao khong mot chut tap trung. “Oi chda oi,” 6ng
ta néi, mit khong rdi than thé cia ngudi chi.
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Ngay hom sau, ltic muoi mot gid, thw phong ctia Richard Warwick trong da hiéu khach hon so v6i dém swong mu vira qua.
Cling mdt phan 14 nh¢ mat troi da 1én, mang lai 4nh sang cho modt ngay lanh 180, va mot phan 1a canh cta ra vieon da ma
rong. Pém qua ngudi ta dd mang xac nan nhan di, con cai xe 1an d3 duge ddy 1t vao hc twdng, nhudng vi tri trung tm
phong cho chiéc ghé banh. C4i ban nho di dugc don sach, chi dé lai binh riou va cdi gat tan.

MOt anh chang dién trai, chwa dén ba muoi tudi, téc ngan, sAm mau, mic 4o khodc thé thao, quan xanh sim, dang ngbi
trén chiéc xe 1an, tay cam mot quyén tha doc. MOt hdi sau, anh ta ditng ddy, 14m bam, “Hay. Hay va lang dong.” ChAt giong
anh ta thit nhe nhang, mang chit am hudng ctia xir Wales.

Anh ta gip quyén tho dang doc lai roi dit tra vé gid sach trén hoc, sau dé quan sat toin bd cin phong trudc di vé phia ctra
ra vuon, budc ra bén ngoai. Gan nhw ding lic dé thi mot ngudi trung nién, dang khée manh, sic méit hau nhu khong boc 16
xuc cadm, xach mot chiéc va ly budc vao thu phong qua clra thong sang phong 1dn. Ngudi nay dén bén chiéc ghé banh dwoc
dit hwdng ra vudn, dé va ly 16n d6 roi nhin ra ngoai. “Ha si Cadwallader,” dng ta goi 16n.

Ngudi thanh nién Iic trude quay lai thu phong. “Xin chao ngai, thanh tra Thomas.” Poan anh ta ngdm nga,
mists and mellow fruitfulness, close bosom friend of the maturing sun”’

Vién thanh tra dang dinh c&i khuy 4o khodc ciing phai dirng lai lwdm anh chang ha si. “Cau ndi gi?” dng ta hdi, khong hé
gidu vé cham choc.

‘Tho cia Keats,” anh chang ha si thanh minh véi vé rat tit man. Vién thanh tra dap lai bang 4nh mét khé chiu, nhin vai,
cdi 4o khodc ngoai, dit 1én xe 13n trong hdc twong, roi quay lai chd caivaly.

“Thuc ra hdm nay ciing khong thé goi 13 dep trdi,” ha s Cadwallader tiép tuc. “C& nghi d&n viéc t6i qua phai md dén day
ma xem. May nadm nay mdi lai thiy dot swong mi nhu thé. ‘Swong vang co minh vao khung ctra.’ Tho ctia Eliot d5.” Khong
thay vién thanh tra phan tng gi vé ciu tho' vira trich, anh ta tiép, “Thao nao trén dudng Cardiff cé nhiéu tai nan dén thé.”

“Thé 14 t6t rdi,” vién thanh tra nhin xét bang giong ra diéu chang budn quan tam.

“T6t thi chwra chéc,” tay ha s c6 hAm néng chu dé. “&’ Porthcawl c6 vu ning 1dm. Mot ngudi chét, hai tré em bi thuwong
nang. Ba me khdc 14n bén dudng. ‘Nuwdc mat trao mi...”«

Vién thanh tra kip ngat 10i, “pa 1y dau tay xong chwa?”
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Thay rang t6t hon ca 14 tp trung vao viéc truwdc mét, ha si Cadwallader dap, “Rdi, thwra sép. Toi d& chuén bi san dé sép
xem.” Anh ta nhat tip tai liéu trén ban roéi md ra. Vién thanh tra ngdi xudng ghé xem t¢ in du tay dau tién trong tip ho so.
“Ngudi nha khong khé dé ve viéc 14y diu tay chi?” 6ng ta hdi bang quo.

“Khong gip trd ngai nao, thua sép. Ho hop tac 1dm - phai néi rat sdn 1ong. Chuyén dd cling binh thudng.”

“T6i khong chéc thé dau,” vién thanh tra nhan xét. “Thudng thi ngudi ta cling ngai 1am, vi s¢' 13 dau tay s& bi dwa vao tang
thw.” Ong ta hit mdt hoi dai, viron tay dan gan got, roi tiép tuc xem miy diu tay. “Xem nao. Ong Warwick - titc 12 nan nhan.
Ba Laura Warwick, vg nan nhan. B4 Warwick gia, me nan nhin. Jan Warwick, c6 Bennett, con.. ai diy nita? Angle? A,
Angell. buing roi, tay nay vira 1 y ta vira gidp viéc cd nhin ding khong? Con hai bd diu tay nita. Xem no. Bén ngoai ctra,
trén binh ruoy, trén cdc cé dau tay ctia Richard Warwick, ctia Angell va ctia ba vg 14 Laura Warwick; trén bat Iita, trén
khiu sting... 13 Michael Starkwedder. Ong ta di dwa ba Warick c6c rwgu va chinh 6ng ta @3 mang sting tif viedn vao.”

Ha si Cadwallader gt dau. “Starkwedder,” anh ta ndi vdi vé nghi ngo.

Vién thanh tra néi nhu cudi, “Cau khong thich ong ta hay sao?”

“Ong ta 1am gi & chd nay? T6i mudn biét didu dé,” tay ha sT néi. “Lao xe xudng ranh, vao nha thi phat hién ra vu giét
nguoi?”

vién thanh tra quay ghé lai d6i dién tay canh sat tré tudi. “Chinh cau t8i qua cling suyt ddm xudng ranh khi dang trén
duong dén ngdi nha cé &n mang diy. Con vé viéc 6ng ta lam gi ¢ day thi thuc 1a 6ng ta d3 § day - § khu vuc nay - ca tuan
trurde, tim mua mot ngdi nha nho.”

Ngwdi ha si van chua cé vé bi thuyét phuc, nhung vién thanh tra da quay tré lai véi cai ban, néi thém, “Cé vé nhu ba noi
ong ta 1a ngudi xit Wales, hoi bé 6ng ta da tirng qua day nghi roi.”

Luc nay tay ha st dd mém long, “A, néu c6 ba ndi 1a ngwdi viing nay thi lai 1a chuyén khéc réi con gi nita.” Anh ta gic tay
phai ra ngdm nga, ” ‘Nga nay di London, nga kia vé xt Wales. Pudng t6i di lai dm ra bién, dén véi nhitng cdnh budm cang
gid.’ John Masefield viét hay that. Thé ma lai bi danh gia thip.”

Vién thanh tra dinh néi gi d6 nhuwng nghi thé nao lai thoi, chi mim cwdi. “Phai xin gdp ho so vé Starkwedder tir Adaban
ngay. Cau da cd dau tay ddi chiéu vé dng ta chua?”

“T6i dd bao Jones qua quan tro chd 6ng ta nghi dém hom qua,” Cadwallader bao cao, “nhung Ong ta di di nhd ngudi ctiu
ho xe roi. Jones c6 goi dén ga-ra, ndi vdi 6ng ta khi 6ng ta & d6. b3 bao dng ta tdi trinh dién & don cang sém cang tot.”

“T6t. COn cai bd dau tay chwra xac dinh nay. Dau tay ngudi nay dat trén mat ban canh xac nan nhan, rat ré. Cling cé ¢ bén
ngoai va bén trong ca ra viedn, nhwng bi mo.”
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“T6i doan 1a cia MacGregor,” nguoi ha sivira noi vira bung ngon tay.

“®, c6 thé 1am,” vién thanh tra mién cudng chip nhany twdng dé. “Nhung khong thiy diu tay nay trén khiu sing. Chic
c4u sé lai cho rang khi dinh diing sting giét ngudi thi han sé biét 1a phai deo gang chit gi.”

“ciing khong han,” ha s néi. “véi loai ngudi chong chénh nhu MacGregor - v t6i 13 sau khi con gai han bi chét y - thi
ciing chwa chic nghi dén chuyén dé.”

“Ta s& s@m nhn dugc md ta vé MacGregor tir Norwich thoi,” thanh tra néi.

Ngudi ha si tira vao chiéc ghé d4u. “vu nay ddng 12 bi kich, dl xét tir géc d6 ndo. Vg vira mdi chét, con gai doc nhat lai bi
xe dién dam.”

“Néu ding theo 151 ciu 13 xe dién, chay 4u,” vién thanh tra chinh lai, “thi Richard Warwick chang phai da bi két 4n giét
ngudi hay sao? ft ra cing bi phat theo luat giao thong. Pang nay dén bang 14i cling khong bi thu.” Ong ta luc trong va ly, 13y
ra khiu sting 13 hung khi giét ngudi.

“Ltic nao chang cé ké doi tra chi” ha si Cadwallader néi.” ‘Thé gian ndy ngap tran gia doi.’ Loi Shakespeare dé a.”

vién thanh tra chang budn ding 1én ma chi tritng tritng nhin tay canh sat tré. Mot thoang sau, ngudi ha si tré vé véi thuc
tai, ditng 18n. “Dau ban tay trén mit ban,” vién thanh tra vira néi vira di téi bén chiéc ban, tay cAm khiu sing, nhin xudéng
mat ban. “C6 1€ nao...”

“C6 18 d6 1a khach nao d6 dén nha chang?” ha si Cadwallader goiy.

“C6 18 vay,” thanh tra dong y. “Nhuwng thdy ba Warwick ndi thi hdm qua khong cé khach dén nha. Cai tay giup viéc -
Angell - c6 khi ¢4 thém diéu gi cho ta biét day. bi goi 6ng ta dén day cho tdi.”

“Vang, thua sép,” Cadwallader ndi roi budc ra.

Con lai mot minh, vién thanh tra xda tay trai tip 1én mit ban, ctii xudng ghé nhu thé dang nhin vi khach v6 hinh ngbdi dé.
Ong ta dén bén cra, buwdc ra ngodi, nhin ngé hai bén. Thanh tra xem xét kj 6 khda cta ra viuedn, thay tay ha si tré lai cling
vdi Angell - nguoi gitip viéc riéng ctia Richard Warwick - thi cling budc vao trong phong. Angell liic nay méac ao khoac mau
XAam, so mi trang, ca-vat sAm mau, quan soc.

“Ong 1a Henry Angell?” thanh tra hoi.

“vang, thua 6ng,” Angell dap.

“Ong ngdi xudng kia di.”

Angell dén bén sofa ngdi xudng. Thanh tra ndi tiép, “Thé ra dng 1am gitip viéc, 1ay ta riéng cho 6ng Richchard Warwick -
bao 14u ro6i nhi?”

” ¢
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“Thura, ciing dé ba ndm rudi roi.” Angell 6 vé binh than nhuwng doi mat anh 1én didu gi dé.

“Ong hai long véi cong viéc chir?”

“Thua, rat hai 10ng a,” Angell dap.

“Phuc vu 6ng Warwick 6ng thdy thé nio?” thanh tra hoi.

“Da, 6ng ay kha kho tinh.”

“Nhung ciing cd diém gi d6 tot chir?”

“Thura, cd.” Angell thil nhan, “T6i dwgc tra lwong rat cao.”

“Thé 14 @@ bl d3p cho nhitng diéu phién toai ding khong?” thanh tra héi van.

“Da. T6i dang c0 tich 1y mdt chut.”

Vién thanh tra thd minh vao ghé banh, dit sing 1én chiéc ban bén canh. “Truwdc khi dén 1am cho 6ng Warwick thi 6ng
lam gi?”

“ciing kiéu viéc thé ndy, thua dng. Ti c6 thé cho 6ng xem gidy gidi thiéu. Hy vong 6ng thdy nhitng cht cii déu hai long
vé toi. Nhitng cht cfi - bénh nhan cfi - cta tdi cling kha kho tinh, vi du nhw blic ngai James Walliston. Gi¥ ngai dy da tu
nguyén séng ¢ vién tAm than. Lam cho ngai dy rat kho, thwa 6ng.” Ong ta ha giong khi ndi thém, “Nghién ma ty.”

“pugc roi,” thanh tra ndi. “Ong Warwick khong nghién chi¥ nhi?”

“Khéng, thua 6ng. Ong Warwick chi udng rugu thoi.”

“Nhung uéng nhiéu chi?” thanh tra hoi thém.

“Thura, dung vay. Ong 4y titu lwong 16n, nhing khong phai dang con nghién. Chic dng hiéu v t6i. Khong cé biéu hién xau
nao ca.”

Vién thanh tra ditng mot ltic rdi héi tiép, “Con vé sting ng nay thi sao - ban thu vat 42”

“A, d6 14 s& thich ctia 6ng 4y, thura 6ng. Trong nghé chiing tdi goi 1a swbu dap. Ong dy trude day 14 tho sin c6 hang, theo
toi biét 1a thé. Trong phong ngt 6ng 4y ¢4 ca kho sung.” Ong ta hat ddu vé phia mAiy phong con lai trong nha. “Stng trwdng,
sung hoi, sung luc, cén xoay.”

“T6i hiéu roi,” thanh tra néi. “Ong xem qua khau nay xem thé ndo.”

Angell ditng 1én, buwdc vé phia chiéc ban, roi ngdp ngling. “Khong sao dau,” thanh tra dong vién, “6ng ct cAm 1én, khong
anh huéng gi.”

Angell tlr tir cAm khAu sting 18n. “Ong c4 nhén ra khong?” thanh tra héi.

“Cling khé néi, thua 6ng. Trong thi gidng sing cia dng Warwick, cé didu t6i ddu biét nhiéu vé vii khi dau. T6i khong thé
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doan chic 13 t6i qua 6ng dy dé kh&u ndo trén ban bén canh.”

“Chang 1& 6ng ta khong dé cting mot khau hang dém hay sao?”

“B, khong a. Ong 4y thich kiéu khac. M6i hdm mot khau.” Angell duwa khiu sting lai cho vién thanh tra.

“Ong ta can sing 1am gi t6i hdm qua khi swong mu thé?”

“Thoi quen thoi, thira 6ng. Ong dy quen nhu thé roéi, néi thé cling dugc a.”

“pugc roi. Ong ngdi xudng di.”

Angell ngdi xudng ghé sofa. Vién thanh tra xem kj nong sung roi hoi tiép, “Ong nhin thiy dng Warwick 1an cudi khi
nao?”

“Khoang mudi gidh kém mudi 13m t6i hdm qua, thwra 6ng. Ong ay ldc dd cd dé trén banh mot chai rivou va mot cai ly, mot
kh4u sting 6ng 4y chon tlr triwdic. Ti thu xép cho 6ng 4y xong méi chio dé di ngn.”

“Ong 4y khong vé giwong hay sao?” thanh tra hoi.

“Thwra, khong a. Néu dng ndi vé giwdng ngu thi khong. Ong Ay ngti tai xe 1an ludn. Sau gid sang thi tdi mang tra dén, day
6ng 4y vao phong ngll - trong dé c6 chd tAm ludn - dé 6ng 4y vé sinh, cao rau, roi ong Ay s& ngi dén gidf An trwa. THI thiy
6ng 4y bi bénh mAt ng1 budi dém, thé nén dng 4y thich ngbi trén xe ludn. Ong dy 1a ngu'di khd hanh.”

“Khi 6ng di thi civa ra viron c6 déng khong?”

“C6 dong. TOi qua, bén ngoai swong mu nhiéu, 6ng a4y khong mudn swong tran vao trong nha.”

“Hiéu roi. Tém lai ctta déng, c6 khda khong?”

“Thwa khong. Ctra d6 khong khoda bao gic.”

“Nghia 14 néu mudn thi 6ng ta m¢& dwgc ngay?”

“pung vay a. Ong 4y ngdi xe 1an ma. Ong Ay cd thé 13n t&i bén cira, mé ra néu trdi quang dang.”

“pugc roi.” Thanh tra suy nghi mt Idc roi hoi. “Téi qua 6ng cé nghe thay tiéng sing khong?”

“Khong, thira 6ng,” Angell dap.

Thanh tra budc d&n bén sofa, nhin xudng mét Angell. “Nhu thé chang phai la 1dm hay sao?”

“Khong, khong la dau, thua ong. Phong ciia toi cach cling mot quing. Bi hét hanh lang, qua mot cai ctra diy cop dang kia
ngdi nha.”

“Thé Itic can goi 6ng thi 6ng cht1 khong thay khé khan hay sao?”

“Thwa khong,” Angell dap. “Ong ay c6 ndi chudng vao phong t6i ma.”

“T6i qua 6ng ay khong bAm chudng 14n ndo?”
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“Thua khong,” Angell 13p lai. “Néu cé bam thi tdi day ngay 1ap tic. Chudng dé tiéng to 1am, thwra 6ng.”

Thanh tra Thomas ti ngudi xudng tay ghé sofa dé tiép can Angell theo mdt huéng khac.

“Thé 6ng ... ” vién thanh tra noi vdi giong dang c6 kiém ché thi bi tiéng chudng dién thoai chen vao. Ong chd cho ha si
Cadwallader dén tra 15i nhung tay ha si lai c6 vé nhu dang mo mong, mdi dang 14m nham nhitng dong tho ndo dé. Chot
nhan ra thanh tra dang nhin minh cham cham va dién thoai dang réo goi, ha si bat day, “Xin 1i sép, tho dang hay qua.” Anh
ta voi budc téi chd ban dién thoai. “Ha si Cadwallader day.” Nghe dau bén kia néi xong, anh ta quay sang thanh tra, “Canh
sat Norwich, thua sép.”

Thanh tra Thomas cAm 14y dién thoai tir Cadwallader, ngdi xuéng ghé. “Ong day ha, Edmundson? Thomas day... Thé a,
t6t r0i... Phai... Calgary, phai... phai diy. bung 13 ngudi cd. Chét khi ndo? Hai thang trude 32..... T6i hiéu rdi. S6 18, pho 34,
Calgary.” Thanh tra khd chiu nhin Cadwallader, ra hiéu ghi lai dia chi. “O thé a2 .... Néi chdm thdi.” Ong lai nhin tay ha si.
“Chiéu cao trung binh,” 6ng nhac lai. “Mat xanh, téc sAm, cé dé rau... Phai, dng cé nhé vu do... Loai ngudi dé bt phat? ... Roi
... Ong dang gtti ludn rdi? T6t IAm. CAm on dng, Edmundson. Cho tdi biét 5ng nghi thé nao?... A, t6i biét 1a két qua thé ndo ma,
nhung ban thin 6ng thi thdy sao? .... A, ra vay.... Mot hai 1an trwdc khi.... TAt nhién roi. CAm on 6ng.”

Thanh tra dat dién thoai xudng rdi ndi vdi ha si, “Co tin vé tay MacGregor. C6 vé nhu sau khi vo chét thi tay nay tu
Canada tré vé Anh séng, dé lai dta con cho ba cd bén vg song & North Walsham vi g& méi kiém dugc viée & Alaska, khong
mang thang bé theo dugc. Cai chét cia dita bé khién gd phat khling, thé s& tra th Warwick. My truong hop thé ndy ciing
khong c6 gi la ca. G3 lai quay vé Canada. b3 cd dia chi ctia ga. Ngudi ctia ta sé danh dién sang hoi bén Calgary. Ba c0 trong
con cho ga cling vira méi méat hai thang truedc.” Chot 6ng quay sang hdi Angell. “Thdi gian d6 cfing cling ¢d mat ddng khong
Angell? Vu tai nan ddm xe & North Walsham, chet chét thang bé.”

“Thura 6ng, c6,” Angell dap. “T6i con nhé rd 1am.”

vién thanh tra ding ngay day, tdi bén ngudi gitp viée. Thay cai ghé dé trong, ha si Cadwaller lién chdp 14y co hdi ngdi
nghi chan. “Cu thé thé ndo?” thanh tra hdi Angell. “Ong ké lai cho t6i nghe.”

“Ong Warwick ltic d6 dang chay xe trén dudng cai thi c6 mot thang bé tir mot can nha lao ra,” Angel ké. “Hinh nhu d6 13
quan rugu thi phai, tdi nhd 13 thé. Lic d6 thi khong thé ditng kip duwgc nén 6ng Warwick chwa kip phan ttng thi da chet qua
nd mat roi.”

“Luc do6 dang di nhanh a?” thanh tra hai.

“0, khong, thwra dng. Trong budi so thAm da 1am rd viéc ndy rdi a. Ong Warwick Itic dé chay & toc d6 cho phép.”

“T6i biét ngwdi ta ndi nhu thé,” thanh tra binh ludn.
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“pung 13 nhw thé dd a,” Angell khang dinh. “Y t4 Warburton - y t4 ctia 6ng Warwick lac d6 - cling ngoi trong xe, cling
nhan dinh nhu vay ma.”

Thanh tra budc qua mot dau ghé sofa. “Luc do cb ta tinh c¢ nhin vao dong ho téc do hay sao?”

“T6i nghi 1a ¢6 nhin vao ddng ho toc dd,” Angell tra 161 khong chit vap vap. “Co dy wdc tinh xe chay tAm hai muoi dén hai
muoi lam dim mot giyh. Ong Warwick duge tha bong.”

“Nhung bd thang bé khong dong y?” thanh tra héi.

“T6i nghi chuyén d6 ciing tw nhién thoi, thia 6ng,” Angell binh pham.

“Trudc d6 6ng Warwick cé uéng ruegu khong?”

Angell né cau tra 10i. “Hinh nhu 6ng 4y ¢ uéng mot ly so-ri, thwa éng.” Hai ngudi nhin nhau, sau dé thanh tra Thomas
bude tdi cia ra vuon, 1ay khan tay ra xi mii. “Tam thoi thé 13 da roi,” dng néi véi Angell.

Angell dtng 1én, bwdc dén ctra. Sau mdt chit ludng 1w, dng ta quay lai néi, “Ong cho t6i hoi, cd phai 6ng Warwick bi ban
bang sting ctia dng ay khong?”

Thanh tra quay lai. “Cai d4 con phai tim hifu d3. Ké ban dng ta d va phai dng Starkwedder ltic d6 dang md vao nha dé
nho gitip kéo xe bi ket ra khoi ranh. Liic va cham, ngudi kia 1am roi khau sting. Ong Starkwedder nhit 1én - 13 khau nay.”
Thanh tra tré khau sting nam trén ban.

“Ra vdy.Cam on 6ng.” Angel ndi xong lién quay lung di ra ctra.

“Ma ndy,” thanh tra ndi thém, “hdm qua nha cé khach dén khéng? T6i hdm qua ay?”

Angell khung lai mot chut réi liéc nhanh vé phia thanh tra. “Ldc ndy... t6i khong nhd 13 cé nguwdi tdi, thwa 6ng.” Ong ta di
ra, dong ctra lai.

Thanh tra Thomas quay lai chiéc ban. “Néu cdu mudn hodi,” thanh tra néi nho vdi ha si, “thi t6i ndi ludn 14 tay nay khé
choi ddy. Khé nan duoc con ngu'di nay. Toi khong thich thé.”

“T6i cling dong y vdi sép. Tay nay khong dang tin chit ndo.” Gidt minh thdy sép dang ditng, minh dang ngoi, Cadwallader
bat giay.

vién thanh tra cAm 14y cudn s6 ghi chép Cadwallader dua, vira doc vira néi, “Khong biét tay Angell ndy con gidu chuyén
gi vé t6i hdm qua khong nita.” Roi chgt dng hoi Cadwallader, “Cau viét gi thé nay? ‘Thang muwdi mot troi swong, Thang mudi
hai trdfi ndng.’ Lai tho Keats 3?2”

“Khong a,” ha s tirhao dap. “Ctia Cadwallader.”
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Thanh tra quang quyén sé tré lai cho Cadwallader diing lic ctta m& roi cd Bennett di vao, khép ctra can than. “Thanh tra,”
cb ndi, “ba Warwick mubn gip 6ng. Ba ay dang hoi khé ¢ mot chut.” €6 voi ndi thém, “Y tdi 1a cu ba Warwick, me cta
Richard. Cu khong chiu nhin nhung t6i thdy sic khée cu khong t6t, nén dng nén nhe nhang véi cu. Ong tiép cu dugc
khong?”

“TAt nhién r6i,” thanh tra dap. “C6 moi cu vao day.”

CO Bennett ra md cira, ra hiéu cho cu ba Warwick vao. “Khdng phién gi ddu, cu Warwick,” c6 quan gia tran an ba gia roi
budc ra, khép cira lai.

“Chao cy,” thanh tra néi. BA Warwick khong dap lai 16i chdo ma di thang vao van dé. “Thanh tra néi cho tdi biét,” ba néi
nhu ra lénh, “tién do dén dau roi?”

“Noi vé chuyén dd 1dc nay con hoi sém, thwa cy,” dng tra 161, “nhung cu c¥ an tAm 13 chiing t6i dang 1am hét sitc minh.”

Ba Warwick ngdi xudng ghé sofa, dé cai gy chong ti vao tay. “Veé cai tay MacGregor,” ba hdi, “hdn cé mit & khu vue nay
gan day khong? C4 ai thay han khong?”

“Chuing t6i dang diéu tra viéc d6 r6i,” thanh tra ndi cho ba rd. “Nhung chwa thay béao cé ngwdi la ndo ¢ khu vuc nay ca.”

“Thang bé t6i nghiép dé,” ba Warwick néi tiép, “thang bé bi Richard chet dy, tdi nghi nd da 1am bd né mat tri roi. Ngudi ta
noéi véi tdi ltic d6 bd né rat hting hd, rat dit ton. €4 thé d6 cling 13 tw nhién. Nhwng hai ndm rdi. That khong thé tin dwoc.”

“pung vay,” thanh tra thong nhat, “cé vé 1a chd doi cling 1au diy.”

“Ong ta c6 mau ngudi Scot trong minh ma,” bA Warwick tram tw. “Mang ho MacGregor. Kién nhan, chd doi. Ngudi Scot.”

“pung 12 ban chat ctia ho,” ha si Cadwallader ndi toang 1én, dudng nhu’ quén mat minh dang ¢ dau, nghi gi néi ndy, ” ‘Khi
ngudi Scot dimg 1én, con cé gi can duge...” anh ta dinh ngam tiép thi bi 4nh nhin bat binh, sic lanh ctia thanh tra can trd.

“Con trai cu khong nhan dugc canh cdo nao trwoc a?” thanh tra Thomas héi ba Warwick. “Khong cé thu de doa hay dai
loai nhu thé?”

“Khong, chic khong cé dau. Néu c6 thi Richard da ndi roi, 3 cudi nhao 1a dang khac.”

“Ong 4y han khong coi chuyén dé 1a nghiém tdc?” thanh tra héi lai.

“Richard ludn cudi nhao nhitng diéu nguy hiém,” ba Warwick ti hdo vé con trai.
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“Sau vu tai nan,” thanh tra ndi tiép, “con trai cu c6 boi thuwdng gi cho bd dira bé khong?”

“D nhién,” ba Warwick néi. “Richard dau phai hang ngudi i tién. Nhuwng bi tir chdi. T chdi thang thirng dy.”

“H&n roi,” thanh tra lAm bam.

“Theo tdi biét thi vg ctia MacGregor ciing dd mat roi,” bA Warwick hoi twdng. “Ong ta chi con cé thang bé trén thé gidi
nay. bung 1a bi kich.”

“Nhung theo cu nghi thi cé phai d6 13 16i ctia con trai cu khong?” thanh tra hoi. Khi thdy ba Warwick khong tra 181, 6ng
héi lai, “T6i néi... khong phai 16i cia con trai cu sao?”

Ba Warwick van lang yén mdt ltc roi néi, “Toi nghe ng néi ma.”

“Cu thay thé khong ding?” thanh tra gang hoi.

B Warwick quay ngudi di, cé vé xau hd, tay bau vao dém ghé. “Richard udng nhiéu 1am,” cudi cting ba ciing néi. “TAt
nhién hom dé né ciling uéng nita.”

“MOot ly so-ri?” thanh tra héi ludn.

“MOt ly so-ril” b Warwick nhic lai kém theo mot tiéng cudi cay dang. “Né d3 udng rat nhiéu. Pa udng... rat nhiéu. Cai
binh dang kia...” B chi cdi binh dit trén ban gan ghé banh. “Ct¢ budi t5i 13 binh d6 lai dwge do day ruou, dén sang 13 lai
chang con gi.”

Ngbi trén ghé d4u, ddi mit vdi ba Warwick, thanh tra néi thap giong, “Cu cé nghi con trai cu phai chiu trdch nhiém ve tai
nan dé khong?”

“TAt nhién nd phai chiu réi. C4 bao gid téi nghi ngd chuyén dé dau.”

“Nhung 6ng y da dugc tda tha bong,” thanh tra ndi.

BA Warwick cudi. “Cai cd y ta ngdi trong xe tén 13 gi nhi? Warburton ding khong nhi?” B cudi khay. “C6 ta that 1a ngu
ngdc, tin tAm tan luc véi Richard. Chac Richard cling quing cho c6 ta mdt cuc tién to d& mua 18i chimg dé.”

“Cu biét cé chuyén d6 that?” thanh tra danh thép hoi.

BA Warwick dap lai bang mot giong ciing khong kém, “Toi khong biét gi ca, nhuwng tdi biét e rit ra két luan.”

Thanh tra chuyén qua chd ha si Cadwallader xem lai ndi dung anh nay ghi chép, con ba Warwick van ndi tiép. “Toi néi
that véi ong ddy. Ong mudn su that con gi. Chang phai dng mudn doan chic 13 cé di dong co giét ngudi tir phia bd thang bé
t6i nghiép hay sao chi?! Theo t6i thi cé ddy. C6 diéu 1a dd bao 1au nay roi...” giong ba nhé dan roi yén han.

Thanh tra roi mét khoéi quyén s6, ngang 1én hoi, “T6i qua cu cd nghe thay gi la khong?”

“T6i hoi 1ang tai,” bA Warwick ndi ludn. “pén khi thady moi ngudi ndi 6n ao, di qua lai ctra phong thi t6i mdi biét cd
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chuyén. T6i xudng day thi thang Jan bao, ‘Richard bi ban. Richard bi ban.’ Lic dau ti twdng...” ba 14y tay chiii mat, “tdi con
twdng la n6 dua co.”

“Janla contrai it ctia cu?”

“Khong phai con t6i,” bA Warwick néi, bat gip 4nh mit ctia thanh tra, ba giai thich thém, “Tdi ly di cling nhiéu nam roi.
Chong t6i di thém bwdc nita. Jan 14 con riéng ctia 6ng 4y.” Ba dirng lai réi tiép. “Cling c6 vé phiic tap day chir. Khi bd me né
mat, né chuyén dén day &. Richard va Laura Itic d6 cfing méi cuéi. Laura quy thang em khac me ctia Richard, d6i xt véi né
nhu em rudt vay.”

Thay ba dirng lai 14y hoi, thanh tra lién chdp 14y co hoi hudng ba vé chii @ Richard warwick. “Téi hiéu rdi,” 6ng ndi,
“nhung vé phan Richard...”

“T6i yéu con trai toi, thanh tra,” bA Warwick néi, “nhung t6i khong mi quang dén muc khong thay 16i Iam ctia né. Cling
phén 1én vi vu tai nan ma né mdi bi tan phé nhuw thé. Trude d6 nd e nao cling kiéu ngao, thich phdng khoang, nén khi phai
song mot cudc doi tan phé qua 14 cuc hinh vdi nd. Chuyén do - t6i ndi that - khdng 1am cho nd tot tinh 1én.”

“Téi hiéu,” thanh tra néi. “Cu ¢4 thiy hon nhan ctia con trai cu vién man khong?”

“T6i khong biét gi vé chuyén dé.” BA Warwick t6 rd v dinh khong mudn néi thém vé chti dé nay. “Ong con mudn biét diéu
gi nita khong, thanh tra?”

“Khdng, cdm on cy,” thanh tra Thomas néi. “Nhwng xin phép cu cho t6i trao doi vai 18 véi cd Bennet.”

Ba Warwick ding day, ha si Cadwallader ra m& cta cho ba. “Ong ¢t ty nhién,” ba ndi. “0’ diy ching tdi goi Bennett 13
Benny. CO y gitp 6ng dwge nhiéu diy. Rat thuc té va hiéu qua.”

“C6 &y lam cho cu 1au chwa?” thanh tra hoi.

“Nhiéu ndm roi, 1au réi. Chdm sdc cho Jan tir khi nd con bé, trude dé cling gidp ca Richard nita. That ra ma ndi thi c¢6 ay
cham séc tit ca moi ngudi & day. Benny trung thanh 1dm.” Gat ddu cam on ngudi ha si, ba ra khéi phong.
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Ha si Cadwallader déng ctra, ditng dua lwng vao d6 nhin thanh tra. “Tém lai Richard Warwick 1a sau ruou. Thua sép, toi
cfling tltng nghe nguwdi ta noi thé roi. Ca vé may vu sung 0ng trong nha nita. Pau éc cling c6 van dé.”

“cé thé 1am,” thanh tra dap cut [an.

Pién thoai kéu. Y bao ha si ra nhic mdy, thanh tra nhin anh ta diy 4n y, nhung Cadwallader di chui mit vao quyén so
ghi phép, budc d&n ngdi thodi mai vao ghé banh, hién nhién dd khong dé y dén tiéng chudng. Thiy tdm tri ctia ngwdi ha si
da khong con & trong phong ma dang bay bong 1am tho, vién thanh tra thd dai bwdc d&n bén ban, nhic dng nghe 1én.

“A-16,” 6ng nodi. “Phai, ndi di.... Starwedder dén r6i? Ly diu tay chwa?... Tot... Phai, bao 6ng ta dof.... Phai, khoang nira gio
nita toi vé tdi... phai, tdi mudn hoi dng ta vai ciu... Chao.”

Khi thanh tra ndi gan xong cau chuyén trén dién thoai thi Bennett budc vao phong, ding chd canh cira. Thdy ¢6 vao, ha
si cadwallader nhém day khai ghé, vong ra phia sau ditng. C6 Bennett t vé ban khoin, hdi thanh tra, “Ong mudén héi gi tdi
ddng khong? Sang nay ti c6 nhiéu viéc phai lam 1am.”

“pung ddy, c6 Bennet,” thanh tra dap. “T6i mudn nghe cd ké vé vu chet xe thang bé & Norfolk.”

“Thang bé nha MacGregor?”

“Phai, thang bé nha MacGregor. Toi qua thiy bao c6 nhd ra cai tén nay rat nhanh.”

Bennett khép ctra lai roi néi, “bung, téi nhd tén rat gioi.”

Thanh tra tiép 10i, “Chic su kién d6 ciing gdy cho c6 khong it 4n twong. Nhung lic d6 co khdng ngdi trong xe, ding
khong?”

Bennett ngdi xudng ghé sofa. “Khong, khéng. T6i khong cd mat trong xe, ma 13 c6 y ta ctia 6ng Warwick Itic do. Y ta
Warburton.”

“Cd cd du'budi so thaAm khong?” thanh tra héi.

“Khong. Nhung Richard cd ké lai khi vé. Ong ay ndi 1 cha thang bé doa dng 4y, bao 14 s& tra lai hét. TAt nhién ching tdi
Iic d khong coi chuyén dé 1a nghiém trong 1am.”

Thanh tra Thomas lai gin cd. “An twgng cu thé ctia c6 vé tai nan dé nhu thé nio?”

“T6i khong hiéu y 6ng.”
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Thanh tra danh mot vai gidy quan sat ngudi phu nit. “Y t6i 14 ¢ ¢4 nghi tai nan xay ra 1a vi dng Warwick udng say hay
khong?”

€6 phdy tay gat di. “Chc ba cu ndi véi 6ng thé chi gi. dng khdng nén tin vao moi diéu ba y néi dau. Ba dy rat cé thanh
kién vdi rrgu. Chdng ba dy - cha ctia Richard dy - cling nghién rugu.”

“vay c6 cho rang,” thanh tra goi y, “10i khai ctia Richard Warwick 13 ding su thuc, nghia 13 6ng Ay 14i xe & toc dd cho
phép, rang vu tai nan d6 13 khong thé tranh dugc?”

“T6i khong thiy ¢4 Iy nao cho thdy dé khong phai 1a su thuc,” Bennett kKhang khang gitty kién. “Y td Warburton da chiing
thuc 1o do.”

“L0i cOy ta noi la dang tin?”

Dudng nhu nghi rang bi coi thudng vé vi tri, nghé nghiép ctia minh, cd bat lai, “T6i hy vong nhu vay. Véi lai ngudi ta dau
c6 trnhién ma di ndi doi - nhat 14 vé nhitng viéc nhu vay. C6 ding khong?”

Ha si Cadwallader tir ndy c6 theo d&i cudc thdm van, néi chen vao, “0, khong bao gid. C1t theo 151 ngudi ta néi dy thi han
cd s@ di tdi két ludn 1a nguwdi ta khong nhitng chay xe & toc dd cho phép ma con di lui nita dy.”

Khé chiu vi bi giadn doan, thanh tra tir tir quay sang ltr mat nhin ha si. Ban than Bennett cfing cé chidt ngac nhién vé ngudi
thanh nién ndy. Xau hé qua, Cadwallader lai vuc mét vao quyén so6, con thanh tra quay vé vdi cd Bennett. “Piéu toi rit ra
dugc 1a thé nay,” 6ng néi, “khi ngudi ta cdu gidn va cing thang thi ngudi ta dé dang de doa ngudi di gay ra tai nan 1am chét
con minh. Nhung khi d binh tinh trd lai, néu ding moi viéc xay ra nhu 15i néi, thi 6ng ta han da nhan ra rang tai nan xay
ra khong phai 15i ctia Richard Warwick.”

“0,” Bennett ndi, “t4i hiéu y dng roi.”

Thanh tra chAm rai budc trong phong khi néi tiép, “Trong truwdng hop xe dang lao di nhanh khiing khiép - néu nhu xe
dang ngoai tAm kiém soat -

“Laura néi véi dng thé sao?” Bennett ngat 10i.

Thanh tra quay lai nhin cd, kha nhac nhién khi cd @ cap tdi vo ctia ngwdi da khuat. “Sao ¢6 lai nghi 1a ba 4y ndi vdi toi
nhu vay?”

“T6i cling khong biét,” Bennett tra 101, “toi tw hoi vay théi.” BOi rdi, c6 nhin dong hé deo tay. “Nhu viy da xong chwa?” c6
hoi. “T6i dang ban nhiéu viéc qua.”

CO6 bwdc tdi ctra, md ra dinh di thi thanh tra ndi, “C6 18 tdi nén ndi chuyén vdi Jan mot ltic, néu cd khéng phién.”

Bennett xoay ngwdi lai, van & ngudng cita, “0, sdng nay cau iy con rat xtc dong,” cd néi, trong giong cé diéu gi dé buc
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boi. “Tdi rat cAm kich néu 6ng khoéng ndi chuyén véi ciu ay - khoi lai moi viéc. Toi vira mdi gitip ciu Ay binh tinh dugc.”

“RAt tiéc 14 toi budc phai hoi ciu Ay vai ciu,” thanh tra khong nhurong bd.

Bennett khép ctra lai roi quay tré lai cin phong. “Sao 6ng khong di tim cai 6ng MacGregor ma hdi? Chic 13 chua chay xa
duoc dau.”

“Chung t6i sé tim dugc. C6 ditng cé lo,” thanh tra néi.

“Hy vong 13 thé,” Bennett néi. “Chac chan 13 tra thii. Chtia dau cé day thé.”

“pung ddy,” thanh tra ddng V, néi thém, “nhAt 1a khi vu tai nan dé chang phai 1a 16i cia 6ng Warwick nha ta, ma cling
chéng thé tranh dwoc co mi.”

Bennett tron mat nhin 6ng. Vai khic trdi qua, thanh tra néi lai, “Téi mudn néi chuyén véi Jan.”

“Kh6ng biét t6i c tim duwge ciu ay hay khong nita,” Bennett ndi. “C6 khi cdu 4y ra ngoai mat réi.”

Sau khi ¢6 nhanh chdng roi phong, thanh tra hat dau vé phia ctra ra hiéu cho ha si Cadwallader, nguwdi ha si lap tic di
theo co.

¢’ ngoai hanh lang, Bennett ndi véi Cadwallader. “Anh khong duge 1am phién ciu 4y,” cd ndi. €6 lai budc vao trong
phong. “Ong khong dwoc 1am cau 4y lo 1ang,” c¢6 nhu ra 1énh cho thanh tra. “Cau dy rat dé - mét binh tinh. Hay xtc dong,
boc dong.”

Thanh tra quan sat c6 trong yén lang roi hoi, “Cau ta ¢4 hay bao luc khong?”

“Khong, tat nhién 1a khong. Ciu 4y tinh cam 1im, hién 13m, dé bao. Téi chi mudn 6ng dirng 1am c4u dy budn long, nhu
thé khong tot cho tré em, nhat 14 miy viéc vé 4n mang. Cu dy 1 nhw thé, vAn nhu tré con.”

Thanh tra ngdi xuéng ghé canh ban. “C6 dau phai lo 1dng 1am gi, cd Bennett. Chuyén dé t6i ddm bao cho cd.” Ong tran an,
“Chiing t6i hiéu tinh hinh ma.”

eBook by Pao Tiéu Vil



Tai eBook tai: www.dtv-ebook.com

9

Ldc d6 vira hay ha si Cadwallader dwa Jan vao, ciu ta chay ngay tSi chd vién thanh tra. “Ong cn toi 32" c4u ta sung sudng
héi twéng 1én. “Pa bat dwge han chia? Trén ngudi cé mau khong?”

“TUr tir d4, Jan,” Bennett nhéc. “Cau phai ngoan chit. Tra 1&i cau hdi ctia ngai day 13 dugc roi.”

Jan rang r& quay lai nhin Bennett, roi lai nhin thanh tra, “Tdi s& tra 10i,” cu ta hia. “Nhwng khong dwgc hoi gi ding
khong a?”

“TAt nhién 14 duwgc hoi chit” thanh tra vudt ve ciu ta.

Bennett ngdi xudng sofa, “Tdi chd & day khi dng néi chuyén vdi cu ay.”

Thanh tra lién ditng 1én, ra m& ctra mofi, “Khong can diu, c6 Bennett. Ching t6i hoi xong c6 roi. Ma ndy c¢6 bao c6 ban con
gi”

“To6i & lai cling dugc,” ¢6 noi.

“T6i rat14y lamtiéc.” Giong thanh tra da danh lai. “Chdng t6i chi mudn tiép chuyén tirng ngudi mot.”

Bennett nhin thanh tra Thomas r6i nhin ha si Cadwallader, thdy rd 1a that thé, c6 ra vé khé chiu réi ra khoi phong.
Thanh tra lién déng ctra, con vién ha sT vé vi tri chuin bi ghi chép. Thanh tra ngdi xudng sofa. “Ta nghi,” 6ng néi véi Jan, “1a
cau chua bao giod c6 lién quan t6i an mang ding khong?”

“Chura, chua a,” Jan hao hitng dap. “That 1a hoi hdp nhi.” Cau ta dua vao ghé hoi, “Ong da tim thay bang chiing chwa - ddu
tay hay vét mau au?”

“CAu c6 vé quan tAm t¢i mau day,” thanh tra cudi nhan xét.

“pung a,” Jan dap nho vé quan trong. “Tdi thich mau, mau mau dep 1am. Mau do twoi.” N6 gid cling ngdi xudng ghé, tim
tim cudi. “Richard ban nhiéu th 1am, mAy con vat d6 hay chay mau. Budn cudi nhi. Richard toan di bAn ma gid lai bi ban.
Ong c6 thay bubn cuwdi khong?”

Thanh tra trAm giong, kho khan tra 18i, “Cling cd thé cé khia canh hai hwdc ndo d4.” Dirng lai, dng hdi tiép, “Cau cé budn
khi anh - anh khac me - chét khong?”

“Budn?” Jan ngac nhién. “Vi Richard chét? Sao lai phai buén?”

“A, ta doan cau chic ... chéc rit quy anh trai,” thanh tra goi y.
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“Quy cai gi ch®;” Jan hét 1én nhu thé gip chuyén qua nhac nhién. “Quy Richard? Lam gi c6 ai quy ndi Richard.”

“ft ra cling cé vo quy chiz,” thanh tra nhéi thém.

Vé ngac nhién lai hién trén mat Jan, “Laura? Khong dau. Chi 4y ding vé phe tdi.”

“Phe c4u 4?” thanh tra hoi. “Thé nghia 13 sao?”

POt nhién Jan cd vé sg sét. “bung day,” cau ta lai hét 1én, “khi Richard mu6n dwa toi di khoi day.”

“Pura di?” hai nhe nhang.

“pén may chd dé,” ciu bé giai thich. “MAy chd ngudi ta nhét ong lai Ay, khong ra dugc dau. Richard bao Laura thinh
thoang sé dén tham.” Jan hoi run mdt chut, roi cau ta ddng day, Iui bwde khdi thanh tra, nhin sang ha s Cadwallader. “Tdi
khong mudn bi nhdt dau,” cau ta ndi, giong run ray. “Toéi ghét bi nhot 1am.”

NG ding & bén ctra ra vi'd, nhin ra ngoai. “Tdi thich & chd rong co. C6 ca s6 rong, c¢d ctra rong dé ra cho dé.” N6 quay lai
trong phong, “Nhung gi¢ thi khong ai nhét dwgce toi nita roi, ding khong?”

Thanh tra trdn an néi, “Khong, ta khong thay ai cd thé 1am thé.”

“Gi¢ thi Richard chét réi ma,” Jan néi thém ra diéu thich thd.

Thanh tra ddng 1én, di quanh ghé sofa. “vVdy ra Richard mudn cau bi nhét 42” 6ng hai.

“Chi Laura bdo anh 4y muén tréu théi,” Jan ndi. “Chi 4y bao chi 14 dua, khong sao ca, bao 14 chi 4y con & day thi chi ay sé
khong dé toi bi nhot ddu.” N6 dén ti han vao tay ghé banh. “Tdi quy chi Laura 1am,” ciu ta néi tiép. “Quy 1am dy. & véi chi dy
rat thich. Pi bat budm nay, di tim tring chim nita. Nhiéu tro 1am. Choi bai Bezique. Ong biét tro d6 khong? Hay 1am. Tro
‘Hang xém &n xin’ nita. Nhiéu 1am.”

Thanh tra cling dén ti vio tay ghé con lai. Giong 6ng Itic nay rat nhe nhang, “Ta nghi cau chang nhdé dugc gi vé vu tai nan
hoi cAu con sdng & Norfolk, diing khong? C6 da bé bi chet dy.”

“Nhé, nhé ch,” Jan sung suwdng tra 10i. “Richard phai ra tba ma.”

“A, ddng roi do. Cau con nhd gi nita khéng?” thanh tra khich 1é c4u ta.

“HOm d6 budi trwa dn ca hdi,” Jan ndi ngay. “Richard véi warby di vé cling nhau. Warby cé vé ué o0ai con Richard thi
cuoi.”

“Warby?” thanh tra héi. “Lay td Warburton?”

“ping Warby ddy. Toi cha thich ba dy. Nhwng Richard hdm ddy vui nén c1ai nhai, ‘Dién hay 14m, Warby.”

BOng ctta bat md, Laura Warwick xu4t hién. Ha si Cadwallader budc t6i chén lai, con Jan goi to, “Chao chi Laura.”

“T6i dén khong ding lic 4?” Laura hdi thanh tra.
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“Kh6ng phai thé, ba Warwick,” 6ng ndi. “Ba ngdi xudng di.”

Laura di hdn vao phong dé ha si déng ctra lai. “Jan... thang Jan...?” Laura ngp ngimg.

“T6i dang héi cau dy may cau thdi” thanh tra giai thich, “dé xem ciu &y nhd duoc gl vé vu tai nan clia thang bé &
Norfolk. Thang bé nha MacGregor.”

Laura ng6i xudng mot bén ghé sofa. “Em c6 nhé khong, Jan?”

“Emnhd chit” Jan dap day hitng khdi. “Cai gi em chd nhd.” N6 quay lai néi vdi thanh tra. “Téi ndi cho dng rdi ma.”

Thanh tra khong dap 15i cau ta ma buwdec cham tdi ghé sofa, hwdng vé Laura Warwick hoi, “Ba biét nhitng gi vé vu tai nan
dd, ba Warwick? Bita trira hdm dé moi ngudi ¢ ban vé chuyén ddé khong, sau khi chong ba tirtda vé ay?”

“T6i khong nhd dau,” Laura néi ngay.

Jan ving ding 1én, dén chd chi dau. “Chi cé nhd ma, Laura,” ciu ta nhic. “Chang phai Richard bao 1a ‘thém hay bét mot
thang nhoc thi thé gidi ndy cé khac gi dau.”

Laura dirng day, néi vdi thanh tra, “Xin ong...”

“Co gi dau, ba Warwick,” thanh tra Thomas ndi nhe nhang. “Chuyén d6 1ic nay quan trong, ching t6i can biét su’ that vé
vu tai nan do. Vdi lai cling cé kha nang dé 13 1y do xay ra chuyén toi qua & day.”

“Phai, phai. To6i hiéu,” Laura thé dai.

“Theo 101 me chong ctia ba,” thanh tra ndi tiép, “thi chdng ba hdm dd c¢é udng ruou trude khi lai xe.”

“T6i cling nghi 1a 6ng 4y ¢4 udng,” Laura thii nhan. “Cling... cling ¢4 gi khic thuong dau.”

Thanh tra ngdi xuéng sofa. “Ba da bao gi® nhin thdy 6ng MacGregor chwa?” 6ng hoi.

“Chua,” Laura dap. “T6i dau c6 dén tda.”

“Thay bao dng ta mudn tra thli,” thanh tra nhan xét.

Laura cudi budn. “Chuyén dé han da tac ddng manh dén dau ¢ ctia 6ng dy.”

Jan, lic d6 da bat dau kha kich dong, di dén bén canh hai ngudi. “Néu t6i c6 ké thit,” cau ta néi han hoc, “t6i sé 1am ding
nhu thé. Toi s& chd doi that 1au, réi nip trong béng t6i cting khau sting. Rdi...” CAu ta ban cai ghé banh bang khiu sung
twéng twong. “Bang, bang, bang.”

“Yén nao, Jan,” Laura 1én giong vdi ndi.

Jan chgt cé vé budn, “Sao chi lai buc em, chi Laura?” c4u ta hdi diing nhu tré con.

“pau c6,” Laura db danh cau ta. “Chi dau c6 buc. Nhung ditng c6 bi kich dong thé.”

“Em c6 bi kich dong dau.”
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Phia ngoai tién snh, Bennett ditng budc dé chio Starkwedder cting mdt canh sat vira mdi cting nhau téi ngudng ca.

Starkwedder noi, “Chao c6 Bennett. Toi dén gap thanh tra Thomas.”

Bennett khé& gat du. “Chao 6ng - 0 - chio 6ng canh sat. Ho & trong thu phong 4y, ca hai ngudi. Téi chang biét ho dang 1am
gi nita.”

“Xin chao c6,” vién canh sat néi. “T6i mang may th'tdi cho thanh tra, cd 1 ha s Cadwallader nhén gidp ciing dugc.”

“Chuyén gi thé?” Laura hoi khi thiy tiéng x6n xao bén ngoai.

Thanh tra ding 1én, di vé phia ctra. “Hinh nhw 6ng Starwedder trd lai roi.”

Khi Starwedder vao phong, ha si Cadwallader di ra tién sanh gap vién canh sat, con Jan thi ngo6i thot 16m vao trong ghé,
cham chi quan sat moi viéc.

Starkwedder n6i ngay khi vao phong, “T6i khong cd thoi gian mai dé gidy ca ngay & don canh sat dau day. T6i da cho céc
ong diu van tay, roi bao ho dwra tdi tdi day. T6i con viéc phai lam. Hom nay tdi can gap hai mo6i ban nha.” Gid mdi thdy Laura
& d6, Starkwedder néi tiép, “0, xin chdo bad Warwick. Tdi rat tiéc vé chuyén bubn ctia gia dinh.”

“Chao 6ng,” Laura dap vé xa la.

Thanh tra di dén ban canh ghé banh, hdi, “T6i qua, 6ng Starkwedder ndy, 6ng cé dit tay 1én cai ban nay khong, dé 14y thé
ddy ctra s6 md&'ra chang han?”

Starkwedder cing dén bén chiéc ban. “Toi ciing khong biét nita. Cling cé thé cd. C quan trong khdng? Tdi khong nhd
dau.”

Ha sT Cadwallader tré lai phong, tay cAm mot tip hd so. béng cita xong, ha si lién t6i chd thanh tra, “Bao cdo sép, day 1a
dau tay ctia 6ng Starkwedder. Ngwoi ctia ta vira mang tdi. Ca bdo cdo dan dao.”

“A, d& xem,” thanh tra néi. “vién dan giét Richchard Warwick rd rang duwoc ban ra tir khau sing nay. Con vé dau tay, dé
xem nao.” Ong ta dén bén ghé canh ban 1am viéc rodi ngdi xem tai lidéu, con ha si di chuyén vé phia hdc twdng.

Jan, trudc gid van chdm chiam quan sat Starkwedder, dit cau hoi, “Ong vira tit Abadan vé 32 Abadan thé nio?”

“Néng.” Starkwedder chi dap cé vay rdi quay sang Laura, “Hom nay ba thay thé nio, bA Warwick? Pa 6n hon chwa?”

“Khde hon roi, cdm on 6ng,” Laura dap. “T6i qua duwoc con sdc roi.”
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“T6t qua,” Starkwedder noi.

Thanh tra ditng 1én tir Itic nao, gid' di & chd Starkwedder dang ngdi trén ghé. “DAu tay ctia 6ng cé trén cla s6, binh ruoy,
cdc rugu, bat Itra. DAu tay trén ban khong phai cla 6ng. DAu tay nay 1a clia ngwdi hoan toan chwa xac dinh dwge.” Ong nhin
quanh phong, néi tiép, “Thé 1a rd roi. Vi tdi qua khdéng ¢ khach téi...?” dng nhin Laura.

“Khong c6,” Laura khang dinh.

“Thé nén dé han 1a cia MacGregor,” thanh tra néi tiép.

“Ctla MacGregor u?” Starkwedder héi, mat nhin Laura.

“Ong c6 vé ngac nhién u?” thanh tra hoi.

“Phai, cfing cé ddi chut,” Starkwedder thd nhan. “Tdi thi t6i c@ nghi dng ta han s& phai deo ging chit”

Thanh tra git dau, “Ong ndi ding. Ong ta da deo gang khi dling sung.”

“C6 cdiva gi khdng?” Starkwedder hoi, hudng vé phia Laura. “Hay khong ai nghe thdy gi ngoai tiéng sting?”

Laura c6 gang bat ra cau tra 1i, “Toi... ching tdi... toi v6i Benny - chiing t6i nghe thay tiéng sting. & trén gac khé nghe
duwoc gl dwdi nay 1dm.”

Ha sT Cadwallader cho téi gi van dang chdm chii nhin ra vudn qua cai ctta s6 nhé & hdc phong, ¢ vé nhu thiy ai dang
di qua bai ¢, 1ién di dén bén cira ra virdm quan sat cho rd. Vira ltic dé c6 mdt ngudi dan dng sang sta, tAm hon ba muoi tudi,
tam thudc, tc sdng, mat xanh, cé phong thai ctia ngudi da titg nhap ngii, budc vao phong. Ong ta dimg lai & clta, lo lang
quan sét. Jan 1a ngudi dau tién trong phong nhan ra, lién hét twdng 1én, “Julian! Julian.”

Nhéan vit mdi hét nhin Jan lai quay sang nhin Laura Warwick. “Laura,” 6ng ta ndi, “t6i vira mdi nghe tin. Toi... t6i rat 1ay
lamtiéc.”

“Chao Ong, thiéu ta Farrar,” thanh tra Thomas 1én tiéng.

Julian Farrar quay sang thanh tra, “viéc nay that 1a kinh khing,” 6ng ta néi. “Téi nghiép Richard.”

“Richard hdm qua nam kia, trén xe 14n,” Jan ké cho Farrar day himg khéi. “Chi con 1a mot dong thit théi. Trén nguc cdm
mot to gidy nita. Ong biét viét gi khong? ‘Ng phai tra’”

“Biét rdi, Jan,” Julian Farrar 14m bam, v0 vai c4u ta.

“Hay that ddy nhi?” Jan tiép tuc, mat van rat hao hing.

Farrar budc qua thang bé, “Phai, phai, hay 13m,” 6ng ta dd danh Jan, d6i mat day vé do hdi huéng vé phia Starkwedder.

Thanh tra gidi thiéu hai ngudi véi nhau. “Pay 13 6ng Starkwedder - Thiéu t4 Farrar - c6 thé s& vao nghi vién 1an t8i - 6ng
dy dang tranh ct”
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Starkwedder bat tay Julian Farrar, lich sy n6i, “Rat hAn hanh.”

Thanh tra tich ra, vAy tay goi ha si. Hai ngudi cti du trao doi khi Starkwedder giai thich cho thiéu t4 Farrar, “T6i ddm
xe xudng ranh, nén vao trong nha dé nhd goi dién thoai cho ngudi ti gitip. C6 mdt ngudi lao tl trong nha ra, suyt 1am toi
ngavangra.”

“Thé nguoi do di vé phia nao?” Farrar hoi.

“Cling khong rd. Ong ta bién vao trong swong mu nhu ma thut 4y.” Starkwedder quay di, con Jan dang quy trén ghé
trong doi Farrar tro chuyén thém, “Ong titng bao Richard thé nao ciing c6 ngay bi ngudi ta ban, ding khong a?”

Moi ngudi khong ai ndi gi, @ don vao Julian Farrar.

Farrar ngam nghi roi dap, “Ta néi thé a? Ta ciing cha nhé.” Giong néi nhu buc bbi.

“C6, ding 6ng c6 ndi ma,” Jan nhi nhéo. “H6m ngodi &n toi. Ong vdi Richard Iic d6 cé cidi nhau réi 6ng nodi, ‘Richard nay,
roi thé nio ciing cé ngudi nd mot vién dan vao dau anh.”

“puing 1a 16i tién tri,” thanh tra nhan xét.

Julian Farrar ngdi tra vao ghé d4u roi mdi tra 164, “A, sting 6ng ctia Richard hay gay ra phién phic & day. Chang ai wa ca.
Chang phai cé cai tay - con nhé khong Laura? - tay 1am vuon, Griffiths, bi Richard dudi viéc 4y. Griffiths c6 1an néi vdi toi -
may 1an 4y - 13, ‘S& c6 ngay, ndi dng biét trude, tdi sé sach stng téi day ban thang cha Warwick.”

“Ry, Griffiths khong phai hang ngudi dd dau,” Laura voi ndi dg.

Farrar c6 vé hdi 161, “Khong khong, tit nhién 1a khong. Toi dau cé v dé. Toi chi mudn néi 1a ngudi ta néi ra néi vao nhidu
vé Richard thoi.” Roi d& che di vé xau hd, dng ta 14y hdp thudc, rit ra mot didu.

Thanh tra ngdi trAm ngam suy nghi. Starkwedder diing gan hdc trong phong, gan chd Jan dang chidm chud quan sét.

“Gid ma hom qua t6i r& qua day,” Julian Farrar ndi tang, “that day.”

“Nhung suwong mu thé cd ma,” Laura ndi, “6ng dau ra khoi nha duoc.”

“Khéng ra dugc,” Farrar ndi. “Téi ¢ mdi may ngudi trong Uy ban tdi an t6i. Thy swong day 1én, ho ra vé sém. Luc dé toi
ciing dinh ghé sang day choi, nhung roi lai thdi.” Luc tii 4o mdt hoi, 6ng ta hdi, “Ai cé diém cho t6i mwon? Cha biét dé dau
caibat 1tra roi.”

Ong ta nhin quanh rdi chot thdy chiéc bat ltra trén ban noi Laura dé lai t6i hdm trudc, lién ditng 1én ra d6 nhit. Moi viéc
khong nam ngoai quan sat cia Starkwedder. “0, day rdi,” Farrar néi, “ding 13 khong thé nhé quén & dau.”

“Julian...” Laura thot 1én.

“Sa0?” Farrar mdi ba chl nha mot diéu, ba ta cAm lay. “T6i rat 1y 1am tiéc vé moi chuyén, Laura,” 6ng ta ndi. “Néu can
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toi lam gi...” giong Ong ta nho dan, thiéu quyét doan.

“Tdi hiéu rodi,” Laura dap khi Farrar chAm thudc.

Jan thinh linh néi véi Starwedder. “Ong biét ban sing khong, dng Starkwedder? Tdi bin dwoc. Richarch cho toi thir roi,
mAy lan. TAt nhién ban khong giéi bang anh ay.”

“Thé co 4?” Starkwedder néi véi Jan. “Ong &y cho ciu thirban sting gi?”

Trong lic Jan dang thu hut sy cht1 y ctia Starkwedder thi Laura chdp 14y co hdi néi nhanh vdi Julian Farrar.

“Julian, em can néi chuyén véi 6ng. Can 1dm,” Laura thi tham.

Farrar ciing thi thAm, “Cin than day.”

“La kh&u .22,” Jan néi vdi Starkwedder. “Toi ban khau day giéi ddy chi®, Julian?” C4u ta chay ra chd Julian Farrar. “Ong
c6 con nhé 6ng dan t6i ra hdi chg khong? T6i d3 ban d6 hai céi chai con gi?”

“pung 1a nhu thé,” Farrar d danh. “Cau c6 mét tinh 1Am. Cai d6 quan trong. Choi béng criket ciing t6t. Mon ddy rat 1a
hay, nh§ cdi trdn hé ndm ngodi dy,” 6ng ta ndi thém.

Jan cudi swéng, ngdi tét 1én ghé du nhin ngd thanh tra dang nghién ngdm hd so. Sau mot vai phit yén ang, Starkwedder
1dy mot diéu thudc, hoi Laura, “Tdi hit thudc c¢d phién ba khong?”

“DInhién la khong,” Laura dap.

Starkwedder quay sang Julian Farrar, “Cho t6i muwon bat Itra duwgc khong?”

“Pugc chi. bay,” Farrar ndi.

“Bat 1tra dep thé,” Starkwedder nhén xét ro6i chAm thudc.

Laura dinh 1am gi dé nhwng kim lai dugc. “U’,” Farrar dap vo tu. “Cai nay tot hon nhiéu cai khac day.”

“Cling... dac trung ddy,” Starkwedder néi, dong thoi liéc sang Laura, tra bat Ita lai cho Julian Farrar, IJAm bAm cam on.

Jan roi cai ghé dau téi dang sau ghé ctia thanh tra. “Richard cé nhiéu sting 1am,” né tam su. “Cé ca sing hoi nita. Anh 4y
c6 mdt khdu trude ding ban voi & chau Phi. Ong cé mudn xem khong? P& & trong budng ngu ctia Richard dang kia.” Cau ta
chi dudng.

“Cling duoc,” thanh tra néi, ddng 1én. “Cau cho moi ngudi xem di ndo.” Ong cwdi vdi Jan, ndi thém, “Cau cd biét cu dang
gitip moi ngudi rat nhiéu khong vay. Rat ¢ ich. C6 khi phai cho ciu vao 1am canh sat.”

Choang vai thang bé, 6ng din né ra cra noi ha si dd md san. “Chung tdi khong can 6ng & day nita, 6ng Starkwedder,”
ding & ctra goi véi vao. “Ong cd thé di 1am viéc ctla minh. Nhd gitt1ién lac véi ching toi 13 duge.”

“purgc thoi,” Starkwedder dap khi Jan, thanh tra va ha si ra khoi phong, ha st dong ctra lai.
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Khong khi im Ang mot cach khé chiu sau khi may ngudi canh st cling Jan di ra ngoai. Cudi cling Starkwedder cling néi, “A,
6 18 t6i nén chay ra xem nguoi ta da kéo xe ctia téi ra khoi cdi ranh chwa. Trén dudng dén day Iic ndy toi khdng di qua do.”

Laura giai thich, “Khong qua dau, hai dudng 1a hai dau nha.”

“Ra vdy,” Starkwedder vira dap vira di qua chd cla ra vuon, réi quay ngudi lai. “Ban ngay moi thit trong khac qua.” Ong
ta budc ra ngoai hanh lang.

L&p ttc Laura va Julian Farrar quay ra vdi nhau. Laura thot 18n, “Julian. C4i bat Ita. Em bao v&i ngwdi ta d6 1a ctia em.”

“Em noi thé u? V§i thanh tra 2” Farrar hdi lai.

“Khong, vdi 6ng ta.”

“V{i... v6i nguoi dd...” Farrar dinh ndi tiép thi phai ngung vi nhin thiy Starkwedder dang budc lai trén hanh lang bén
ngoai ca. “Laura...”

“Can thin,” Laura ndi, chAn budc tdi cra s6 nhd, nhin ra ngodi. “Kéo dng ta nghe thiy dé.”

“Ong ta 13 ai?” Farrar hoi, “Em c6 quen khong?”

Laura da budc trd lai gitta phong. “Khong, khong quen. Ong ta... xe 6ng ta bi truc trac nén t6i qua vao day nhd. Ngay sau
khi...”

Julian Farrar vudt nhe tay Laura dang dit trén thanh ghé. “Khéng sao dau, Laura. Em biét 12 t6i s& 1am hét sic.”

“Julian... diu tay,” Laura t6 vé e ngai.

“Dau tay nao?”

“Trén ban dy. Trén cai ban kia, trén c4 cra kinh. C4 phai 14 ctia dng kKhong?”

Farrar rut tay lai, ra ddu la Starkwedder lai dang & ngoai hanh lang roi. Laura lui lai, cfing chang budn nhin ra ca s6
kiém chitng, ndi kha to, “Ong that 14 tt, Julian, t6i nghi dng sé& gitip cho gia dinh dugc nhiéu 1am.”

Starkwedder van déu budc bén ngoai hanh lang, nhung khi 6ng ta vira khuat bong thi Laura lién quay lai d6i dién véi
Julian Farrar. “Diu tay dd cé phai ctia 6ng khong, Julian. Nghi cho k.

Farrar dan do mot ltc roi néi, “Trén ban, phai rdi, cé thé day.”

“Chua t6i 0i,” Laura ndi nhu khéc. “Chtng ta phai lam gi day?”
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Starkwedder Itic nay d3 lai @&n gan ctra roi. Laura rit mot hoi thudc that dai. “Canh sat cho rang vu nay 1a do mdt ga tén
13 MacGregor...” Laura ndi véi Julian, mat day vé tuyét vong, nhung van ditng lai mot chit cho dng ta cé thoi gian suy nghi.

“Thé thi tot rdi,” 6ng ta dap. “Cé thé ho sé van tiép tuc theo hudng ds.”

“Nhung néu nhu...” Laura e dé.

Farrar ngat 15, “Toi phai di roi. C6 hen cong viéc.” N6i xong dng ta ditng 1én ngay. “Khong cé gi dang lo dau, Laura.” Loi
néi di kém méy cai v0 nhe 1én vai. “birng cang thang nhé. T6i thdy em s& lai 6n thoi ma.”

Vé mit Laura lic ndy 13 s pha tron gitta ban khodn va tuyét vong, nhwng rd 13 Farrar khong dé v dén diéu dé nén da
budc ra ctra thong ra vudn. Lic 6ng ta m@ cra thi cling 1a 1dc Starkwedder budc dén véi v dinh rd rang 1a di vao phong.
Farrar lién lich swbuwdc sang mot bén, tranh va cham.

“Ong vé dé a?” starwedder hoi.

“U,” Farrar ndi, “may hom nay ban qua. Mot tun nita 1a bau ¢ roi.”

“Thé 3,” Starkwedder néi. “Thit16i cho t6i khong biét, nhung 6ng bén nao nhi?”

“T6i bén dang Ty do,” Farrar ndi, c6 vé nhu hoi buc boi.

“0, van con hoat dong co 4?” Starkwedder hdi, mit rang rd.

Julian Farrar hit mét hoi that su, roi budc ra khong budn ndi thém cau nao, tién tay déng clra hoi manh. Starkwedder
Iic nay nhin Laura gian dit ra mat, “T6i thay rdi,” dng ta cao giong. “ft nhAt 13 t6i cling bat dau hiéu ra roi.”

“Ong noi vay 1a sao?” Laura hoi.

“BO cia ba d6 4?” Ong ta lai gan hon. “Néi thang ra di.”

“Ong d3 ndi thé thi i cling chang gidu,” Laura vénh mét 1én. “Phai thi sao nao!”

Starkwedder nhin Laura mot Itic méi néi, giong van buc titc, “Cé may diéu veé t6i hdm qua ma ba khong néi cho tdi, ding
khong? Thé nén ba mdi voi giat 1ay cai bat Itva rbi bao 1a ctia ba.” Budc vai buwde trong phong, roi ong ta lai téi doi dién véi
Laura, “Chuyén gifta hai vi da dugc bao 14u r6i?”

“Cting mot thdi gian roi,” Laura néi nhu thi thAm.

“Thé ma ba khong ¢4y dinh bd Warwick ma di hay sao?”

“Khdng,” Laura dap. “Con sy nghiép cta Julian nita. Chuyén dé sé hty hoai dia vi chinh tri ctia 6ng ay.”

Starkwedder khé chiu ngdi xuéng mot dau ghé sofa. “Thoi nay thi chac khong dau. May ong d6 thi 6ng nao cha cé bd
bich chiz”

“Trwdng hgp ndy lai 14 c4 biét,” Laura c0 giai thich. “Ong 4y 1a ban cia Richard, ma Richard lai tan phé...”
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“A, phai roi. Nhu thé ré 13 khong dep mét chit nao trude cong ching,” Starkwedder mia mai.

Laura dén bén sofa, diing nhin Starkwedder néi lanh Iting, “Ong cho rang t6i phai néi chuyén nay véi 6ng t6i hdm qua
u?”

Starkwedder tranh 4nh mat cia ba ta. “Ba khong cé nghia vu néi diéu dé.”

Laura c6 vé cfing diu lai, “T6i thdy chuyén d6 khong lién quan gi... Y t6i 13 t6i chi nghi d&n viéc toi da ban Richard ma
thoi.”

Thay minh lai khién ba ta xdc dong, Starkwedder ndi IAm bam, “Phai réi, phai roéi.” Mot Iic sau dOng ta ndi tiép, “Lic do toi
cfing chang nghi duwoc viéc gi khac.” Ngitng lai mot 1dc, 6ng ta quan st Laura. “Ba ¢ mudn 1am mot thi nghiém nho khong?
T6i hdm qua ba ditng & ddu ban Richard?”

“Toi ditng dau w?” Laura nhé lai, ¢4 vé ban khodn 1am.

“pung toi hdi thé.”

Sau mdt thoang suy nghi, Laura dap, “A, dang kia.” Ba ta hit dau dai khai vé phia ca trong ra vuon.

“Bara chd ba dimng ltic d6 xem nao,” Starkwedder chi dao.

Laura ding 1én, budc di day lo 1ang. “Tdi... toi cling khong nhé rd. Plitng ép t6i nhé lai.” Giong ba ta day so hai. “Luc dé toi
qua buc tic... toi...”

Starkwedder ngat 15i. “Chong ba cé néi gi d6 véi ba,” dng ta goi v, “mot diéu gi d6 khién ba chop 14y khau sting.” N6i roi
Starkwedder ditng 1én, di tdi bén cai ban canh ghé banh, 14y ra mot diéu thudc. “Ba dién lai xem nao,” dng ta ndi tiép. “Cai
ban dd, khau sung & dd.” Ong ta 14y diéu thudc ctia Laura, dui vao gat tan. “Hai ngudi dang cai nhau, ba chdp khau stng...
chop lay di.”

“T6i khong mudn,” Laura khdc.

“pltng vO'vit thé,” Starkwedder gAm gir. “Suing khong ¢4 dan dau. Ba cAm 1én di. CAm 1én.”

Laura ludng lwrdi cAm khau sting.

“Ba d3 chdp khiu siing,” 6ng ta nhic lai, “ch¥ dau cé len 1én nhit né 1én nhw thé. Ba chdp sting rdi ban dng ta. Ba 1am lai
cho t6i xem.”

Sung trong tay, Laura guwong gao lui lai, “T6i... toi...”

“Dién lai di ndo,” Starkwedder nat.

Laura c6 ra vé ngdm ban. “Nhanh 1én, bin di.” Ong ta van quat, “Lam gi c6 dan dau.”

Thay Laura van ngap ngimg, ong ta lién giat khau sing khoi tay ba ta, vé dac thing. “Toi nghi khong sai. Pdi ba chua bin
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sting 1an ndo ca. B khong biét cach duing sting.” Nhin khiu sing, dng ta ndi tiép, “Ba con khong biét 1 phai m& chdt an toan
ranita.”

Pt khau sung 18n ghé diu, 6ng ta budc lai ghé sofa, ddi dién véi Laura, roi néi nhe nhang sau modt hdi yén ling, “Ba
khong ban chdng.”

“T6iban,” Laura dap khang khing.

“0, khong dau,” Starkwedder nhéc lai.

Laura phat hoang, héi, “Khdng ban thi t4i nhan 13 ban 1am gi?”

Starkwedder hit thit sau roi thd ra tir tir, bwdc vong quanh ghé sofa, sau dd tha nguwdi 1én ghé. “Cau tra 101, doi vdi toi, 1a
ratrd rang. P4 1a bdi vi chinh Julian Farrar d4 ban chong ba.”

“Khong phai,” Laura ndi nhu quat.

“pung chi”

“Khong phai,” ba ta nhAc lai.

“T6i ndi 13 ding ma.”

“Néu 13 Julian thi viéc gi toi lai nhan 13 tdi bAn hd?” Laura héi.

Starkwedder ding 1én nhin thang vio mat ba ta. “B& vi, bdi vi ba da tinh rang... ba di tinh ding rang t6i sé che chd cho
ba. Phai roi, chuyén dé ba da tinh rat dang.”

Ong ta lai thd minh xudng ghé, ndi tiép, “Qua 1a ba da choi téi mot vo that 1a dep. Nhung toi bubng, ba da nghe chwa? Toi
budng. Toi gl ma tdi phai ddi ndy déi kia dé hitng dan ho thiéu ta Julian Farrar chi”

Laura khong dap, chi ngdi im. Mot Itic sau ba ta cwdi va binh tinh di dén bén ghé banh, cAm 14y diéu thudc, xoay ngudi
nhin Starkwedder r6i ndi, “Phai roi, 6ng s& phai di tiép ctung t6i. Ong khong rut ra dwge bay gio ddu. Ong da khai vdi cdnh
sat roi, khdng rut 101 lai duoc.”

“C&i gi ha?” Starkwedder hd mom.

Laura ngdi xudng ghé banh. “Cho di1 6ng biét dwoc didu gi hay nghi 13 dng biét dwgc didu gi,” ba ta giai thich, “thi dng vAn
phai bdm theo 101 da khai. Ong d3 13 tong pham - chinh dng ndi thé.” Ba ta rit thudc.

Starkwedder ding ddy, nhin b ta, roi thét 1én that vong. “Xong rdi. PO quy c4il” Ong ta trimg mat nhin Laura roi khong
ndi thém 101 ndo, xoay lwng budc nhanh ra vuedn roi di mat. Laura ding 1én nhin dng ta sai buwdc trong vieon, gio tay dinh
goi 6ng ta nhwng lién nghi lai, sau do tir tir quay di, trén méat con nhiéu nét suy tur.
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Chiéu mudn hom dé, Julian Farrar dang lo 1dng budc téi bude lui trong thw phong. Ctra ra vidn van dé md, mat troi da sap
1in, nhung van con kip vuong vai tia ning vang xudng tham cé bén ngoai. Farrar bi Laura Warwick goi dén vi can néi
chuyén gip. Ong ta lién tuc nhin déng ho, chd doi.

Farrar rd rang dang trong tinh trang vira lo 1ang vira buc titc. Ong ta ding trong ra ngoai hanh lang, sau dé lai quay vao
phong, xem dong ho. Thé roi nhin thiy t¢ bdo trén ban canh ghé banh, ong ta lién v§ 1ay. D6 14 mot to' bdo dia phuong - t¢
Tiéng vang Mién tiy - c6 ding mdt bai vé cai chét ctia Richard Warwick ngay trén trang nhat, giat tit ‘MOT CONG DAN UU
TU BI SAT HAT. Farrar ngdi xuéng ghé banh, chim cham doc bai bao that ki trong lo 1ing. Poc xong, 6ng ta quing t& bao
sang mdt bén, budc tdi bén cira ra vudn, ngodi lai nhin can phong mot 1an roi di ra, nhuwng vira di tdi gitta vuon thi ong ta
nghe thay tiéng dong dang sau, quay lai ndi ludn, “Laura, toi rat tiéc, nhung ma...” Ong ta khong néi hét cau vi ngudi dng ta
thay dang budc tdi khong phai 14 Laura Warwick ma 13 Angell, tay gitip viéc cuia Richard Warwick.

“Ba Warwick bao toi xudng bao 12 ba dy sé xudng ngay, thua 6ng,” Angell vira néi vira budc t6i chd Farrar. “Nhung c6 18
néu 6ng khong phién thi cho t6i ndi riéng vai 10i dugc chang?”

“pugc thoi. Cé chuyén gi?”

Angell budc téi sat Julian Farrar, budc tiép mot vai budc xa can nha nhu thé khong mudn ngudi ndo khac nghe thay
nhitng gi ho sip ndi ra. “sao nao?” Farrar hi nhung van budc theo.

“Thira Ong, t6i thdy c6 didu dang lo,” Angell néi, “vé vi tri ctia tdi trong nha nay, thé nén tdi cho rang nén héi y kién dng.”

PAu 6c dang day nhitng khé khan riéng nén Julian Farrar thuc khéng quan tAm. “Sao, c6 khé khan gi?”

Angell suy nghi réi mdi tra 16i. “Viéc dng Warwick chét di, thwa 6ng, da khién t6i khong con viéc 1am.”

“Phai, 61 cling nghi nhw vy,” Farrar dong tinh. “Nhung t6i cho rang ong kiém viéc khac ciing dé dang thdi, ding
khong?”

“Toi hy vong la vay, thua 6ng,” Angell dap.

“Ong cé chiing chi cht?” Farrar hoi.

“Thura 6ng, c6, tdi ¢ chitng chi,” Angell dap, “tdi cling biét 1a chd nay chd kia ngudi ta can gitp viéc & bénh vién hay nha
riéng.”
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“Thé thi ¢4 gi ma dng lo 1dng?”

Angell ndi, “A, thua 6ng, cai khéng gian su'viéc khién tdi mat cong viéc hién tai 1am tdi rat khé chiu.”

“C6 nghia 13,” Farrar ndi, “6ng khong mudn tén minh dinh dang t&i vu sat nhan, cd ding khong?”

“Néi nhu vay ciing duoc, thira ong.”

“Thé thi,” Farrar néi, “tdi e rang chang ai cé thé gitp dng dwoc ca. Nhung chic 13 dng s& cé duge mot gidy gidi thiéu tot
dep tirba Warwick th6i.” Ong ta rut hop thudc, md ra.

“T6i khong cho rang van dé dd sé cé khé khan gi, thua 6ng,” Angell dép. “Ba Warwick 1a ngudi tot - rat hap dan, xin cho
phép t6i néi vay.” Angell bubng 16i bong gio.

Julian Farrar tir ndy d3 muon doi Laura, gi¢ dang mudn quay trd lai can nha, nhuwng thay thai do cua tay gidp viéc, ong
ta dirng lai hoi, “Ong néi nhu vay 1a sao?”

“T6i khong bao gid mudn gay bat c diéu gi phién phiic cho ba Warwick,” Angell van than trong.

Trudc khi néi tiép, Farrar 14y ra mot diéu thudc, nhét hop vao trong tii. “Ong mudn ndi rang 6ng khong cé y dinh xin x6
ba dy?”

“pung nhu vay, thira dng,” Angell khang dinh. “T6i méi 1a ngudi gitip cho nha nay, nhing t6i khong han 13 didu t6i mudn
néi véi 6ng.” Ong ta dirng lai rdi néi tiép, “van dé ndm & chd lwong tam ctia toi, thua 6ng.”

“Ong dang ndi cai quai gi thé - lwong tAm a?” Farrar huych toet.

Angell cé vé khong hai long, nhung giong dng ta van rat tu'tin, “Toi thay 1a 6ng khong thau dwoc hét nhitng khé khin ctia
t6i hién tai, thia dng. Lién quan téi viéc cung cap bang chitng cho canh sat Ay ma. La cong dan, tdi cé nghia vu hd trg cho
canh sat & mutc do t6i da. Pong thoi, tdi cling mudn duy tri sy trung thanh vdi ngwdi thué toi lam viéc.”

Julian Farrar quay di d& cham thudc. “L&i 6ng néi 1am tdi nghi rang cé sw xung dot gitta hai didu d6,” 6ng ta nhe nhang
noi.

Angell ndi tiép, “Néu 6ng nghi ki vé diéu dd, thira dng, dng s& thay 14 nd ¢ mot sé khia canh xung dot - xung dot gitta cac
khai niém trung thanh - téi nghi la vay.”

Farrar nhin thang vio ngudi gitip viéc, “Thé cu thé 1a 6ng dang mudn ndi gi viy, Angell?”

“Thura dng, canh sat hién gid chua ndm duge hét su tinh & ddy,” Angell dap. “Cé nhitng su viéc - toi xin phép - rat quan
trong d6i vdi vu an kiéu nhu thé ndy. Ngoai ra, dao niy tdi cling bi mat ngti trim trong.”

“Tinh trang suc khoe ctia 6ng cd lién quan tdi viéc nay sao?” Farrar lanh ling hoi.

“pang tiéc 1a c6, thira 6ng,” tay gitip viéc van ngot ngdo. “T6i hdm qua tdi di nghi sém, nhung toi lai khong ngt dwoc.”
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“Toi rat tiéc vé chuyén dd,” Farrar an Gii bang giong kho khdc, “nhung ma..”

“Thwra 6ng,” Angell ndi tiép, bat chip viéc bi xen ngang, “vi tri buéng ngu cuia toi trong nha nay cho phép t6i biét dugc
mot sO viéc ma canh st chwa nhan thy mot cach day da.”

“Ong dang muon am chi c4i gi?” Farrar lanh lung hoi.

“Ong Warwick qua c0, thua ong,” Angell dap, “d3 6m dau lai tn phé nita. Nén trong nhitng trudng hop nhu vay thi mot
ngudi phu nit hdp dan nhw ba Warwick cé kha nang 13... t6i néi thé nao dwoc nhi? ... sé cé ngudi khac quan tim téi.”

“Vay la chuyén doé sao?” Farrar noi. “T6i khong thich ngit diéu ctia 6ng dau, Angell.”

“Di nhién l1a khong, thwa 6ng,” Angell IAm bAm. “Nhung xin dirng ddnh gia voi vang. Ong ¢ nghi lai ma xem. C4 1& 6ng s&
hiéu duwoc rd khé khan cla tdi. T6i ding day, ndm gitt mot s§ diéu ma cho téi nay van chwa néi véi canh sat - nhiing diéu
ma nghia vu doi hdi téi phai cung cap cho ho.”

Julian Farrar tritng mat nhin Angell. “T6i nghi 13 chuyén 6ng di ndi vdi canh sat nhitng diéu 6ng biét chi 1a ndi thé thoi,
cai 6ng dang bay dit & day 14 6ng c6 thé khudy viing nuwde duc 1én trir phi...” 6ng ta ditng lai ngdm nghi rdi ndi nét, “... trit
phi gi nao?”

Angell nhtin vai, “TAt nhién, nhuw 6ng ndi roi ddy, tdi hoan toan cé da tw cadch lam gidp viéc, trg td. Nhung cé nhitng lic,
thiéu t4 Farrar a, t6i cam thay t6i nén ty1am chti. M6t trung tAm nho, mdt co s¢ chdm séc dwge cho khoang sdu bénh nhan.
TAt nhién 13 cAn c6 ngudi khac hd trg. Bénh nhan cé thé 1 nhitng quy 6ng nghién rugu khdng quan duge & nha, dai loai
vay. bang tiéc 1a du tdi da cd tich 1fiy dugec mot so tién, nhuwng ciing khong du. T6i dang nghi 13..” giong dng ta thip dan, day
nguy.

Julian Farrar hoan thanh nét suy nghi ctia dng ta. “Ong nghi 13 t6i - hodc toi cling véi ba Warwick - c6 thé hd trg cho 6ng
lam viéc dd, ding ch?”

“pd 1a diéu toi tran trd, thira 6ng,” Angell dap. “Néu cd Ong gitp thi tot qua.”

“TAt nhién 14 qua t6t chi¥ nhi?” Farrar chAm biém.

“Ong nang 10i roi, thira dng,” Angell tiép, “khi cho rang ti mudn khudy viing nwdc duc 1én - t6i hiéu 13 nhitng tai tiéng
khong ai mudn. Nhwng khong chi cd thé, thura dng, t6i dau mao lam viéc nhu vay.”

“Angell, 5ng thuc ra dang mudn gi?” Farrar c6 vé nhu da gin mat kién nhan. “Toi thiy rd 6ng dang am chi diéu gi d6.”

Angell ¢6 kiem ché nu cudi trude khi néi, giong van nhe nhang nhung da thém phan nhin manh. “T6i ciling da néi véi
ong 1a t6i qua t6i khong ngt dwoc nhiéu. Téi c@ nam d6 thdi, 1ang nghe tiéng coi bao swong mut. Tiéng coi d6 that 1a budn b,
toi Iic nao cling nghi vay, thua dng. Thé rdi cd vé nhu cd tiéng dap cra. Lic dang cd nglh ma nghe tiéng do thi that 13 khé
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chju 1am. T6i lién day, ngd qua ctra s6 xem d6 1a cai gi. Cai tiéng dap vao ca sd d6 héa ra lai & ngay dudi ctra s6 phong ngi
cuatbi”

“ROi sa0?” Farrar hoi, lanh tanh.

“Thwra 6ng, tdi quyét dinh di xuéng xem cai clra d6 ¢4 van dé gi,” Angell ndi tiép. “Khi tdi dang di xuéng cau thang, toi
nghe thay tiéng sting.” Ong ta dirng lai mot chut. “Lic d6 toi cling chang nghi ngoi gi ca. ‘Lai 6ng Warwick ddy ma,’ toi twdng
vay, ‘nhung dng dy ban dugc cai khi gl trong swong mu thé ndy chit’ Toi ra téi ctra va chét lai cho né chit. Nhung khi toi
ding d6, tu nhién thay lo 1ang hay sao 4y, toi nghe thay tiéng budc chan phia con dudng bén ngoai...”

“Ong ndi 13,” Farrar cat ngang, “con dudng dé...” mat dng ta nhin vé phia con dudng.

“pung vy, thura 6ng.” Angell nhat tri. “Con dudng tir hanh lang, vong qua géc nha, dang dé. L8i d6 chang mdy khi dung,
chéng ai di lai, trir 5ng ra, mdi khi 6ng qua day, vi d6 12 16i di tit tir nha 6ng sang bén nay.”

Ong ta khong néi nita ma nhin chdm cham vao Julian Farrar, 6ng nay lanh liing néi, “Tiép di.”

“Trwdc dd toi thdy hoi lo 1ang,” Angell tiép tuc, “vi ¢ sg rang d 1a trdm cudp gi d6, nhung thay 6ng di qua - di kha nhanh
- vé phia nha 6ng ma long t6i nhw nhe bang di.”

Chd mét ltc, Farrar néi, “Toi van chua thiy cé gi trong didu 6ng vira néi. Han phai cé v gi dé chi?”

Angell hing giong nhe nhang roi tra 15, “Toi ludn tw hoi minh, thua dng, rang liéu dng da ndi vdi canh sat viéc ong toi
qua sang day gip 6ng Warwick hay chwa. Trwdng hgp 6ng chwra ndi véi ho ma ngd nhd ho lai van toi thém vé nhitng viéc
t6i hom qua...”

Farrar 1ap tic ngét 10i. “Ong han cfing biét 13 tdng tién bi coi 1a trong t6i ddy chi?”

“Téng tién w, thwwa 6ng?” Angell ddp nhu bi séc. “Tdi khdng hiéu dng mudn ndi gi nita. Téi chi hdi 6ng mdt cau thdi ma, dé
con quyét dinh xem nghia vu ctia toi nén thé njo. Canh sat...”

“canh sat,” Farrar lai ngat 101, “d3 hoan toan théa man vé doi twong da sat hai ong Warwick. Tay dé da dé lai chit ky nita
dy. Ho sé chang hoi 6ng thém diéu gi nita dau.”

“T6i dAm bao véi 6ng 13,” Angell giong ciing da bién doi, “t6i chi mudn néi...”

“Ong biét rat rd,” Farrar tiép tuc xen ngang, “rang 6ng khong thé nhan mit duwoc ai trong ddm swong mu day dic tdi qua.
Pon gian 13 6ng dung 1én ciu chuyén nay 13 dé...” dng ta ditng 15 khi thdy Laura Warwick tir nha di ra vuon.
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“Xin 18i 1a d& dé 6ng phai chd 14y, Julian,” Laura néi khi dén bén ho, cé vé gidt minh khi thdy Angell dang trao ddi véi Julian
Farrar.

“C4 1& dé ltic khdc toi s& trinh bay véi dng rd hon vé viéc ndy, thwa dng,” ngudi gidp vide 1dAm bam vdi Farrar, khé cui
chao Laura trwwdc khi bo di vao trong vuedn, khuét dang & gdc nha.

Laura nhin 6ng ta dén khi di khéi r6i ndi, “Julian, em phai...”

Farrar ngat 11, “Sao em lai goi t6i dén 1am gi Laura?” giong dng ta c6 vé khé chiu.

“Em ch0 0ng ca ngay nay,” Laura dap vé ngac nhién.

“TUr sdng t6i gidy toi ngdp dAu day,” Farrar vung vang. “Ban bé, hop hanh ca budi chiéu. May cai dé khong thé bé dugc
trude ky bau clr dau. Vdi lai, Laura, em khong thiy 14 hién tai chtiing ta khéng nén gap nhau hay sao?”

“Nhung c6 may viéc em cin ban vdi dng,” Laura ndi.

Nhe nhang cam l4y tay Laura, Farrar duwa ba ta di xa ngdi nha. “Em cd biét 13 Angell dang dinh tong tién tdi khong?”

“Angell?” Laura suyt nita hét toang 1én. “Angell sao?”

“Phai. Thang cha dd biét chuyén ctia ching ta - cing biét 14 - hoic 13 v& nhu biét - 14 tdi c6 méit & day t6i hom qua.”

Laura nhu ddt hoi, “Ong ta nhin thdy 6ng a?”

“Thang cha ndi 1a ¢4 thdy t6i,” Farrar han hoc.

“Nhung troi swong mu thé thi sao ma thdy duoc 6ng,” Laura van khong tin.

“Cha dd k& ca mdt cAu chuyén,” Farrar ndi, “1a xuéng nha xem vi nghe tiéng dap cira s6, roi thay t6i dang di vé nha. Cha
d6 ndi 1a nghe thay ca tiéng sing, trwdc d6 mot lic, nhung khéng nghi ngoi gi ca.”

“Chiia 0i,” Laura phai 18y hai. “Chét c4 mat thoi. Ta phai 1am gi by gio?”

Farrar 1am mdt ¢ chi mién cu@ng nhu dinh 6m Laura dé an @i nhung rbi nhin vé phia ngdi nha 6ng ta thiy khong nén
1am thé, ma chi dtng dé nhin Laura. “Tdi cfing chwra nghi ra phai 1am gi cho ding vao ltic ndy,” dng ta ndi. “Ctt dé dd roi
tinh.”

“Ong khong dinh dwa tién cho dng ta ding khong?”

“Khong, khong.” Farrar an Ui bang 10i. “Néu di vao con dudong dé thi sé chang c6 16i ra. Nhung néu khong thi phai 1am
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sa0?” Ong ta quét tay lau tran. “Toi c twdng t6i qua khong ai biét toi sang dy. Tay quan gia ctia toi chic chan 13 khong biét.
C6 diéu tay Angell lai ndi 1a cé thiy toi, hay tay nay chi gid v thé nhi?”

“Néu nhu dng ta mang chuyén dé néi cho canh sét thi sao?” Laura run ray.

“T6i biét ma,” Farrar 1am bam, rdi lai 14y tay lau tran. “Phai nghi, phai nghi thiu dio da.” Ong ta c¥ thé budc tdi, buwde lui.
“C4 thé 12 c1r chdi phang - bao 13 130 ta ndi d6i - toi t5i qua khong hé qua day...”

“Nhung con dau tay ma,” Laura ndi.

“DAu tay nao?” Farrar gidt minh hoi lai.

“Ong quén rdi sao,” Laura nhic, “dau tay trén mit ban dy. Canh sat dang cho 13 d6 13 dau tay ctia MacGregor, nhung néu
Angell tung chuyén ndy ra thi ho s& ddi 14y diu tay 6ng dé so, ma néu thé thi...”

Laura khong néi thém dugc nita, con Julian Farrar thi lo 13ng ra mét. “Phai, phai, gid toi hiéu rdi,” dng ta 1dm bam. “Puoc
roi, toi s& nhén 12 t6i cé qua day - bia ra chuyén gi dd. Téi qua day ndi chuyén vdi Richard mot Iiic...”

“Ong ctbao 1a tic dng ve thi Richard vAn 6n,” Laura ggi V.

MOt thoang cam kich hién trong Anh mét Farrar. “Em néi thé thi d& that. Nhung toi 6 thé néi thé duoc hay ching?”

“Thi cfing phai néi gi véi ho ma,” Laura ndi nhu tirve.

“Phai, chic 13 toi d3 dit tay 1én ban khi ctii xudng dé xem...” dng ta nudt nuwdc bot, hdi twdng lai canh hién trudng vu an.

“Mién 12 ho tin ddu tay d6 1a ctia MacGregor 1a dwoc ma,” Laura néi.

“MacGregor! MacGregor!” Farrar rit 1én gidn dit, chi thiéu diéu quat Am lén. “Thé quai ndo ma em lai nghi ra cai tro cat
béo roi nhét vao tay Richard nhu thé hd? Em coi d6 14 cach t6t hay sao?”

“Phai - khong - em khong biét nita,” Laura thit thit.

Farrar dot nhién yén lang nhin Laura. “Dung 1 mau lanh,” 6ng ta thi thAm.

“Thi phai nghira cach gi d,” Laura thd dai, “Em ¢4 nghi duoc gi dau, dé 1a y cia Micheal day.”

“Micheal?”

“Micheal - Starkwedder,” Laura noi.

“Ong ta giip em?” Farrar hoi nhw khong tin vao diéu vira nghe.

“puing, ding thé.” Laura mat kién nhan. “Thé nén em méi can gip ong - d€ ndi cho rs...”

Farrar ap sat Laura, giong ghen tudng lanh ltng, “Thé Micheal,” dng ta nhdn manh vao tén goi than thudc bang ngit diéu
gian di, “thé Micheal Starwedder lién quan gi trong chuyén nay?”

“Ong ta vao nha - thdy em ding dé,” Laura ndi. “Em dang cam... sing trong tay... roi...”
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“Trgi dat oil” Farrar hoang hot i lai, “Thé r6i em thuyét phuc dwgc ong ta...”

“Chinh 6ng ta thuyét phuc em ddy ch,” Laura budn ba ndi, budc vé phia Farrar. “Julian...”

Hai tay Laura sap sta tao thanh vong quanh cé Farrar, nhung 6ng ta da khé ddy ra. “T6i néi roi, toi s& 1am hét stic minh,”
ong ta ndi cing. “bimg nghi tdi s& khdc, cé diéu...”

Laura nhin dng ta ndi khé, “Ong thay d6i mat roi.”

“T6i rat 1ay 1am tiéc, nhwng gid thi khd ma ¢ cam gidc nhu tredc duwge.” Farrar tuyét vong thii nhan. “Viéc vira xay ra...
t0i khong con cam giac nhu trudc.”

“Em thi vAn thé,” Laura khang dinh. “ft nhat 13 con nghi dwoc nhu thé, dii cho 6ng da 1am gi di nita, Julian, em van thé.”

“Gid gat bo chuyén tinh cdm sang mot bén di da,” Farrar ndi. “Ta phai d6i dién vdi su thuc.”

Laura nhin 6ng ta. “Em biét. Em... em d3 néi vdi Starwedder rang... 5ng biét ma... rang chinh em d3 ra tay.”

Farrar khong tin vao tai minh, “Ba néi vdi Starkwedder nhu vay sao?”

“Phai.”

“ROi 6ng ta dong v giip em? Ong ta... ngudila? Ong ta dién mat roi.”

Buc minh, Laura cii lai, “Cling ¢ thé 6ng ta hoi dién ddy, nhung dng ta biét cach an ti.”

“Tuyét. LAm gi cd thang ndo cudng lai dwoc em chi®” Farrar rit 1én. “Ding thé khong?” Ong ta budc di rdi lai quay lai, “Cé
khac gi dau, Laura, 4n mang...” Giong ngat quing, ong ta ct1ac dau quay quiy.

“Em s& ¢ khong nghi téi chuyén d6,” Laura dap. “Cling khéng phai 14 ¢d y ma, Julian, chi 1a do bt phét.” Ba ta néi nhw
van nai.

“Khong cin ndi lai chuyén dé nita dau,” Farrar néi. “Gid phai tinh xem viéc sip téi kia.”

“Embiét ma,” Laura dap. “DAu tay va bat ltra ctia ong.”

“Phai,” 6ng ta nhé lai. “Chac 1a t&i lam roi khi cti xudng xac Richard.”

“Starkwedder biét d6 1a bat 1tra cia 6ng,” Laura néi. “Nhwng 6ng ta chang 1am gi dugc dau. Ong ta d3 cam két nén khong
doi 151 khai duge nita.”

Julian Farrar nhin Laura mdt 1dc roi ndi, “Néu cé gi xay ra vdi em, Laura, toi s& nhan hét.”

“Khong, em khong mudn 6ng nhan,” Laura khéc, nim 14y tay Farrar rdi lai budng ngay ra, mat liéc vé phia ngdi nha.
“Em khong mudn 6ng 1am thé.” Ba ta nhAc lai.

“Em ding twdng toi khong hiéu - chuyén xay ra thé nao,” Farrar c6 1am méi néi dugc. “Em vé khiu sting, ban 6ng 4y ma
trong dau khong biét minh dang lam gi, roi...”
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Laura ha mom vi ngac nhién, “Céi gi? Ong dang dinh khién em ndi 13 em giét 6ng ay a?”

“Khong phai,” Farrar dap, xau hd. “Téi ndi véi em 13 t6i sin sing nhan hét trach nhiém khi can.”

Laura lac dau, bdi réi. “Nhuwng 6ng ndi 13... 5ng néi 1a dng biét chuyén xay ra thé nio.”

Ong ta nhin Laura, “Nghe nay Laura, t6i khong cho rang em c6 y gay ra chuyén dé, chac chin 1a khong cé chuén bi
trwc. TOi biét ma. T6i biét em ban 6ng dy chi vi...”

Laura 14p tifc ngat 10i, “Em ban 6ng 4y 2” ba ta khong thd nita. “Ong dang dinh vo nhu em d ban 6ng 4y hay sao?”

Farrar xay lung vé phia Laura, rit 1én khe khé, “vi chtia 1ong 1anh, gitta hai chiing ta thi phai néi thang ra chi”

Laura kiém ché dé khong hét 1én, rdi trinh trong néi rat rd rang, “Em khong ban dng ay, 6ng biét 1a nhu thé.”

Cham cham, Farrar quay ngudi tr lai, mat d6i mit. “Thé thi ai?” dng ta hoéi. POt nhién nhu hiéu ra moi chuyén, 6ng ta
néi thém, “Laura, y em 13 t6i ban dng 4y sao?”

Hai ngudi lang yén ding nhin nhau mot Iiic, r6i Laura ndi, “EM nghe thay tiéng sing, Julian.” Hit mdt hai that sau, ba ta
ndi tiép, “Em nghe thiy tiéng sting, tiéng budc chan cta 6ng trén duong di ra. Em di xudng, thiy ong ay... da chét.”

Farrar nghi mot ltic r6i néi khé, “Laura, t6i khong ban 6ng dy.” Ong ta ngwdc 1én nhin trdi nhi mong thanh than gitip 46
hay hudng dan, roi lai nhin Laura, “Dtng 12 t6i qua day gip Richard, dé néi 1a sau ky bau ¢ nay ching ta can thu xép viéc
ly hon. Vira téi noi 13 t6i nghe thdy tiéng sing, nhung toi nghi d6 13 do Richard ban nhw moi 1an. Téi di vio, thiy ong ta da
chét. chét. Ngudi van con 4m.”

Laura 10 vé ban khoan, “Con am?”

“Ong 4y méi chi chét khoang mot, hai phut,” Farrar néi. “Téi doan chic 1a em ban, con ai vao day nita chi?”

“Chang hiéu ra sao nita,” Laura lam bam mot minh.

“Hay 14... hay 13 6ng dy twtthi...” Farrar néi nhung bi Laura ngét 18i ngay.

“Khong thé dau, b&i vi...”

Ba ta khong ndi tiép vi ca hai Itic dé nghe thay tiéng Jan hét Am 1 & trong nha.
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Julian Farrar cung Laura lap tic chay tdi, suyt nita thi va phai Jan ltic @6 thinh linh chay ra ca. “Laura,” né hét 1én khi chi
dau né nhe nhang nhung dit khoét dwa né trd lai thw phong. “Laura, gid thi Richard chét roi, chd sting ddy véi may thd kia
déu 13 ctia em hét, ding khong? Em 14 em trai ma, 14 ngudi dan dng con lai trong nha.”

Julian Farrar liic ndy da theo hai ngudi vao trong phong, tha than buc téi bén ghé banh, ngdi xudng tay ghé, cling 1 1dc
Laura db danh thing Jan dang 1éo nhéo, “Benny khong chiu cho em chd sting dé. Chi dy khda hét vao trong ti ri,” né vay
tay ra hiéu vé phia cira, “sing ctia em cd ma, em cd quyén ma. Chi bao chi 4y dwa em chia khda di.”

“Jan, nghe chi ndy,” Laura néi, nhung Jan khong dé bi ngat 10i. CAu ta chay ra phia cira roi quay lai néi &m am, “Chi ay
crlam nhu’ em coOn tré con, chi Benny &y. Ai cfing coi em 13 tré con. Em khong phai tré con. Em 1a dan 6ng roi. Em mudi
chin tudi roi. Sdp da tudi réi.” Cau ta dang tay chan ngang ctta nhu dé bao vé kho sting. “Po dac clia Richard giv 13 ctia em.
Em sé 1am nhu Richard ngay trudc. Em sé ban séc, ban chim, bdn méo.” Cau ta cudi hang hic. “Cé khi em ban ca ngudi nita
ay, néu nhu em khong wa.”

“plrng kich dong nhu thé, Jan,” Laura canh céo.

“Em kich dong dau,” Jan buwdng binh. “Em s& khong 1a... 1a gi 4y nhi... A... em s& khong 14 nan nhan dau.” Ciu ta quay vé
ding ngay gitta phong, nhin thang vao méit Laura. “Gi¥ em 13 6ng cht & nha nay, moi ngudi sé phai nghe 16i em.” Cau ta
dirng lai rdi quay sang phia Julian Farrar. “T6i ma thich thi 1am canh st cfing duoc ding khong Juilian?”

“Ta nghi gid cAu con chwa dd tudi dau,” Farrar dap lai.

Jan nhuin vai, quay lai ndi vdi Laura. “Moi ngwdi déu coi em nhu tré con,” ciu ta phan nan tiép, “nhwng tir nay vé sau thi
thdi nhé, gid thi Richard chét roi.” Cau ta tha minh xudng sofa, bat chéo chan. “Chac em ciing gidu cé, ding khong?” cau ta
néi thém. “Ngdi nha ndy thudc vé em. Khong ai cé thé ddy em di day di kia nita. Ma chinh em 13 ngudi ddy. Em sé khong dé
ba gid Benny sai bao nita. Néu ma Benny c6 tinh sai bao thi em s&...” ciu ta néi nhu mot thang bé, “em biét s& phai 1am gi
roi”

Laura dén bén cau ta. “Jan ctia chi, nghe ndy,” ba ta thi thAm. “Lic ndy trong nha ai ciing dang lo lang. PO dac cta
Richard thudc vé ai thi phai doi luat su dén, doc di chiic thi mdi biét. Khi cé ngwoi chét thi phai nhu thé. T gid tdi ltc dd, ci
chd d3 nhé. Em c6 hiéu khdng?”
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Giong Laura nhe nhang va binh tinh, cé tic dong dén Jan ngay. Cau ta nhin Laura, hai tay 6m 14y eo chi dau, tra vio han
vao ngudi. “Chi ndi gl em ciing hiéu, Laura,” cau ta néi. “Emyéu chi, Laura, yéu chi 1am.”

“Phai r6i,” Laura nhe nhang ndi, “chi cling yéu em.”

“Richard chét thi chi thich 1dm nhi,” @5t nhién Jan hoi.

Kha ng& ngang, nhung Laura dap voi, “Sao lai thé duoc, thich 1am sao dugc.”

“C6 ma, chi thich ma,” Jan ndi. “Gi¢ thi chi 14y 6ng Julian.”

“Laura liéc nhanh sang phia Julian Farrar, dng nay vira ditng 1én thi Jan da ndi tiép, “Chi muén 14y 6ng Julian tir 1au roi
ma. Em biét. Moi ngudi it nghi em khong biét gi hét, nhurng em biét ddy. Gid thi hai ngudi thoai mai roi nhé. Moi viéc 6n
hét, ca hai nguoi déu hai long, hai l1ong 1a vi...”

C4u ta dirng 101 khi nghe thdy Bennett goi bén ngoai hanh lang, “Jan!”, roi cudi, “Ba Benny ngdc nghéch,” ciu ta hét
twdng dap lai, nhady chom chom trén ghé sofa.

“Em phai ngoan véi chi Benny,” Laura nhéc Jan, giff ciu ta ding im. “Chi 4y vat va, phai lo 1dng nhiéu rdi” DAn Jan ra
clra, Laura noéi tiép nhe nhang, “Em phai gidp d& chi Benny ddy, Jan a, vi gid em la ngudi dan 6ng trong nha roi.”

Jan md ctra, hét nhin Laura r6i lai nhin Julian. “R0i, r6i,” cau ta hia, cudi toe toét, “em s& ngoan.” Cau ta ra khoi phong,
s&p ctra réi goi to “Benny!” khi bude di.

Laura quay lai vdi Julian Farrar lic nay da ditng 1én khoi ghé banh, budc tdi bén. “Em dau cd biét nd biét vé chuyén
ching ta.”

“sng v6i ngwdi nhw Jan 13 khé nhu thé,” Farrar néi. “Chéng 1am sao hay dwoc né biét hay 1a khong biét. N6.... né rat dé
mat kiém soat, diing khong?”

“U, nd hay xtc dong 1am,” Laura thi nhan. “Nhung gi&f thi cling chang con Richard d& ma choc tifc nd nita, nd sé& binh
tinh, s& tré lai binh thuong. Em chéic chin ddy.”

Julian Farrar c6 vé nghi ngd. “C4i dé thi chwa biét dugc.” Ong ta ngltng 161 khi thiy Starkwedder tir dau xuét hién & clra
ravuon.

“Xin chdo, chiic moi ngwdi mot budi tdi tot lanh,” Starkwedder vui vé néi.

“D...xin chao Ong,” Farrar dap nhat gling.

“Moi viéc thé no roi? Vui vé ca chit?” Starkwedder do hdi hai ngudi, roi ong ta cwdi, “Toi thy roi, kKhong nén c6 nguwdi
thit ba.” Ong ta budc han vao trong phong. “Nhé ra khong nén di vao tr 16i ndy, ngudi lich su 1a phai di ctra trudc, bAm
chudng dang hoang, ding khong? Ma thdi, t6i dau phai ngudi lich su.”
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“Tdi xin 6ng...” Laura ndi, nhung Starkwedder chin lai. “Thuc ra t6i téi day va vi hai viéc. Thit nhat 13 dé tir biét. Toi da
duoc x4c minh roi. Ngwoi ta da gii dién tir Adaban chiing nhén t6i 14 ngudi trung thuc roi. T6i dwge tw do rdi khoi day.”

“That tiéc 1a 6ng phai di... sm thé,” Laura ndi vdi giong thanh thuc

“Ba that 12 tt khi ndi vay,” Starkwedder dap véi Am huéng cé mot chit cay dang, “cho dit tdi da dinh vao 4n mang trong
gia dinh ba.” Quan sat ba chti nha mot ltic, 6ng ta budc tdi chiéc ghé canh ban viét. “Tdi di qua clta d6 con vi mét viéc khac,”
ong ta ndi tiép. “Canh sat chd tdi dén day ma. A, ma du ho khong ndi 161 ndo, nhuwng t6i tin 1a ¢é chuyén gi d6 day.”

Hoang hon, Laura hoi ngay, “Canh sat quay lai u?”

“pung vay,” Starkwedder khang dinh.

“T6i twdng ho da xong viéc sang nay roi,” Laura noi.

Starkwedder nhin ba ta vdi vé la lting. “Thé nén t6i mdi ndi 1a cé chuyén gi d6 ma.”

Pong thai cé tiéng lao xao ngoai hanh lang. Laura cuing véi Julian Farrar dong loat ra md& cira, thady me ctia Richard
warwick di vao, ding ti'tin, 6n dinh, cho di dang phai chong gay.

“Benny!” bd Warwick kh@& quay ngudi goi, roi hudng sang Laura. “O, ra con & day. Ta ci¥ tim con mai.”

Julian Farrar dén bén ba Warwick, d& ba ngdi xudng ghé banh. “Ong qua day gitip that 13 t6t qud, Julian,” ba gia ndi, “ai
chang biét dng rat ban.”

“Nhé ra t6i phai qua s6m hon, thwra ba Warwick,” Farrar vira d& vira ndi, “nhwng ddng 1a may hom nay ban qua. Néu
thdy toi giip dwgc diéu gi...” 6ng ta ngling lic Bennett budc vao, theo sau 1a thanh tra Thomas. Thanh tra tay cAm cdp, chan
buwdc vao vi tri trung tAm trong phong. Starkwedder ngbi xuéng ghé canh ban viét, chAm thudc. Liic nay ha si Cadwallader
cfing di vao cling véi Angell, dng ndy déng cita xong ding dé nhu chan 16i ra.

“T6i khong thay cdu Warwick diu c4, thwa sép,” ha sibdo cdo qua ctra ra vueon.

“CAu 4y ¢ ngoai do thdi, mdi chay dau do,” Bennett noi.

“Thé cling dwgc,” thanh tra néi roi quan sat nhitng ngudi cd mit trong phong. Cung cach ctia dng gid da thay ddi, mang
tinh trinh trong hon ltic trwde nhiéu.

Chd ma khong thiy thanh tra ndi gi, bA Warwick lanh ling héi, “Téi hiéu 1a 6ng ¢ vai diéu mudn héi ching tdi, cé ding
vay khong thanh tra Thomas?”

“pung vay, cu Warwick, i e rang vay,” thanh tra dap.

Ba Warwick 10 vé mét mdi trong giong néi, “Ong van chua cé tin gi vé tay MacGregor u?”

“Nguoc lai.”

eBook by Pao Tiéu Vil



Tai eBook tai: www.dtv-ebook.com

“Tim th4y roi w?” ba Warwick héo hiic.

“Phai,” thanh tra dap.

Moi ngudi trong nha x0n xao, cé vé hai l1ong. Laura va Julian Farrar cd vé kinh ngac, con Starkwedder xoay han ghé
sang nhin thanh tra.

Bennett hoi thang thirng, “Ong da bat dwoc han roi a2”

Thanh tra nhin c6 gitp viéc, vai gidy sau méi dap. “viéc d6 toi e 1a khong thé 1am dugc, cd Bennetta.”

“Khong thé w?” bA Warwick hdi ngay, “tai sao?”

“B0i vi Ong ta chét roi,” thanh tra dap khé.
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L& théng bdo ctia thanh tra Thomas bién thanh ¢t séc 16n cho moi ngudi. Laura, véi vé sg hai khong gidu noi, gwong thi
tham, “Ong ndi gi ca?”

“T6i ndi 1a ngwdi cé tén MacGregor dé da chét,” thanh tra xac nhén.

Moi ngudi trong phong déu khong thot ra dwoc ciu ndo, thanh tra b sung thém. “John MacGregor,” dng néi, “chét &
Alaska hon hai nam trudc - khong lau sau khi 6ng ta tt Anh tr§ vé Canada.”

“Chét!” Laura kéu 1én, khong tin.

Khong bi ai trong phong dé v, Jan chay nhanh qua hanh lang bén ngoai ctra, bién mat.

“Thé nghia 12 moi viéc da khac, diing khong nio?” thanh tra tiép tuc. “Hién nhién 13 khdng phai John MacGregor da dat
mau gidy bao thi1 1én thi thé ctia dng Warwick. Va cling rd rang 13 mAiu gidy d6 1a do mot ngudi ndo dd biét todn bd sy vide
vé MacGregor va vu tai nan & Norlfork dit & dd. Pieu dé c6 nghia rang, toi khang dinh, ngudi dé 13 ngudi trong nha nay.”

“Khong dau,” Bennett ndi xen vao. “Khong, ciing cé thé 14... chic 13...” c6 ta khong néi thém duge 151 nao nita.

“Sao cad, cd Bennett?” thanh tra héi, dgi mot ltic khong thay Bennett ndi thém diéu gi ca. Chgt cé vé nhu’ cam chiu, c6 ta di
tdi ctra thong ra vuon.

Thanh tra quay sang tip trung vao me cta Richard Warwick. “Chac cu d3 hiéu 13 diéu dé 1am thay ddi swviéc mot cach
canban?”

“T6i hiéu diéu dd,” bA Warwick dap. Ping day, ba ndi tiép, “Ong con can tdi & day khong, thanh tra?”

“Hién gio thi khong, thua cu,” thanh tra noéi.

“C4dm on 6ng.” BA Warwick lAm bam trong miéng khi ra cira, ltic ny Angell @i md& sin cho ba. Julian Farrar voi tdi diu ba
cho dén khi ba ra khoi clra mdi quay lai ditng sau ghé banh, quan sat thu dong. Con thanh tra Thomas md& cap, 14y ra mot
khau sing.

Angell dinh di theo ba Warwick ra khoi phong thi bi thanh tra goi trd lai, “Angell!”

Ngudi gitp viéc giat minh, quay got tré vao trong, déng ctra lai. “Cé t6i, thwra 6ng,” 6ng ta néi nhe nhang.

Thanh tra di dén bén 6ng ta, cAm theo hung khi cia vu an. “vé khiu sung nay,” 6ng hdi ngudi gitip viéc, “sang nay ong
khong ddm doan chic. Giv 6ng c6 thé ndi rd rang xem c6 phai day 1a sting ctia 6ng Warwick hay khong?”
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“Khang dinh thi t6i khong thé, thwra thanh tra,” Angell dap. “Ong 4y c6 nhiéu sting.”

“pay la kh4u sting do dai luc 1am,” thanh tra néi, do kh4u sting cho 6ng ta thdy. “pé han 13 ky niém chién truong hay gi
do, toi nghi vay.”

Trong khi thanh tra ndi, Jan - van khong bi ai chd v - lai di qua hanh lang bén ngoai theo hwéng nguge lai ltic trude, tay
cAm mdt khiu stiing, tim cach gidu giém.

Angell quan sat khiu stng trong tay thanh tra. “Ong Warwick ding 13 cé sing ctia ngoai qudc, thwa 6ng. Nhung 6ng Ay
trrlo vé may do sin ban nay, khong cho toi s& vao.”

Thanh tra téi bén Julian Farrar. “Thiéu t4 Farrar,” dng néi, “han éng ciing cd dd ky niém chién trdng. Khau sting ndy cé
noi lén diéu gi vdi 6ng khong?”

Farrar liéc qua khiu stiing. “Khdng néi 1én gi c3, toi e 13 thé,” dng ta tra 10i.

Thanh tra 14p titc quay di, dat khau sting vao trong cdp. “Tdi va ha sT Cadwallader,” dng thong b4o véi moi ngudi, “sé can
xem toan bd chd sing cia dng Warwick mot cach can trong. T6i cho 12 6ng Ay c6 gidy phép s dung cho hiu hét chd sting
dé.”

“Thua vang,” Angell khang dinh. “Gidy phép & trong ti kéo, trong budng ngli. Sting va cac loai vii khi khac & trong ti
sung.”

Ha si Cadwallader di tdi cira thong phong, nhung bi Bennett ngan lai. “Chd mot chidt,” c¢6 néi, “anh can ¢ chia khda mé t
sung.” C6 14y chia trong ti dwa cho ha si.

“Co khoéa lai a?” thanh tra hoi, “Tai sao phai khéa?”

Bennett dap lai véi giong thang thitng khong kém. “Ti khong ngd dng cd thé hoi cau dd,” cd dop chat. “Sting va ca dan
nita. Rit nguy hiém. Cai d6 ai cling biét.”

Kim ché khong cudi, ha sT cAm 14y chia khda rdi di ra, ditng mot chit & ngudng ctta d& xem thanh tra c6 mudn di cling
khong. C6 vé bi Bennett 1dm hoi b& mit trong phong, thanh tra Thomas chuyén sang ngudi khac, “Toi s& can héi thém 6ng
day, Angell,” rdi dng cAm cdp ra khéi phong. Ha si di theo, d& cra m& cho Angell.

Thé nhung ngudi gidp viée ndy lai khong ra khoi phong ngay ma liéc nhin Laura véi vé lo 1ang - Laura ltc nay dang
ngdi nhin cham cham xudng nén nha - nén ong ta tdi chd Julian Farrar, ndi thi thAm, “Vé cau chuyén nho dd, thua ong, toi
thay rang nén giai quyét cho sém. Néu dng c6 cach ndo...”

Farrar khd 1am mdi thét ra 164, “Téi nghi rang... c6 thé ¢ giai phap.”

“Cam on Ong,” Angell thodng mot nu cwdi. “Cadm on 6ng rat nhiéu.” Ong ta dinh ra khoi phong thi Farrar chin lai, “Chd
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mot chit da, Angell.”

Ngwoi gitip viéc quay lai, Farrar goi to, “Thanh tra Thomas!”

Khong khi cang thing bao triim. Mot 1at sau, thanh tra xuat hién & ngudng ca, di theo van 13 ha si. “C6 diéu gi vay, thiéu
ta Farrar?” thanh tra nhe nhang hoi.

b3 14y lai dugc phong thai tw nhién, thodi mdi, Julian Farrar rao buwdc téi ghé banh, “Truwdc khi dng 1am viéc phai lam, t6i
c6 diéu phai noéi cho 6ng rd, nhé ra nén ndi véi dng tir trede. Nhé ra tdi phai néi ngay tir sdng nay, nhung do qua dau bubn
nén quén mat. BA Warwick day cé néi vdi toi rang cé mot vai ddu tay ma 6ng dang mudn xac nhan. Trén cai ban kia, 6ng
néi thé thi phai.” Ong ta ditng lai, roi néi thém kha dé dang, “Toi nghi ring dé 1a dau tay ctia toi, ong thanh tra.”

Trong mét lic, khong ai ndi 161 nao. Thanh tra cham rai budc dén chd Farrar roi hoi, trong giong ndi cé diéu gi dé nhu
tradch mdc, “T6i qua 6ng c6 mat & day, thiéu ta Farrar?”

“Phai,” Farrar dap. “Tdi cé qua day, thong thudng 13 qua sau bita tdi, d& néi chuyén véi Richard.”

“Varoi 6ng thiy 6ng dy...?” thanh tra hoi.

“T6i thay 6ng ay cd vé buc bdi, khd 6. Thé nén t6i khong & lai 1au.”

“Luc d6 1a may gid, thiéu ta Farrar?”

Farrar nghi trwdc khi tra 161, “T6i cling khong nhd. C4 18 1a muoi gid hay mudi rudi, Khoang do.”

Thanh tra quan sat ngudi dan 6ng. “Ong cé thé thu hep thdi gian nita duge khong?”

“Tiéc 1a khong thé,” Farrar tra 15i ngay.

Sau mdt chit im ling cing thang, thanh tra héi, c6 gift giong binh thuwdng, “T6i khong nghi hai ngudi cd cii co - 18i qua
tiéng lai chir?”

“T4t nhién 13 khong,” Farrar dap véi vé phin nd. Ong ta nhin dong ho, “Mudn rdi, toi phai 1am chf toa mdt cudc hop & tda
thi chinh, khong d& moi ngudi doi duoc.” Ong ta di ra cira, “Néu 6ng khong phién...” Ong ta ditng lai & hanh lang.

“Khong nén dé cac dng nghi &'tda thi chinh chg,” thanh tra dong y, chan budc theo, “Nhung toi chéc 6ng ciing hiéu, thidu
t4 Farrar, rang toi s& cin cé ban twdng trinh ctia 6ng vé viéc t6i hdm qua, ong & dau va 1am gi. 4 18 ta sé gip nhau vao sang
ngay mai.” Ong ditng lai rdi néi tiép, “Ong ciing hiéu 12 6ng khong cé nghia vu phai viét ban twdng trinh, ma chi 13 6ng tu
nguyén ma thoi - va 6ng cé quyén moi luat su’ tdi, néu dng mudn.”

Ba Warwick da trd lia phong, ditng & nguwdng cira, cita md nén nghe thy may 10i cudi cia thanh tra. Julian Farrar hit
sau khi hiéu dugc su nghiém trong trong nhitng diéu thanh tra néi. “Toéi hiéu rodi, rat rd,” dng ta néi. “Sadng mai, mudi gid
dwoc khong? Luat su ctia toi sé cd mat.”
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Farrar theo 16i hanh lang ra ngoai, con thanh tra quay trd lai véi Laura Warwick. “Ba cé gap thiéu ta Farrar khi 6ng 4y &
day toi qua khong?”

“Tdi... tdi.” Laura 4p ung, nhung ding ldc dé Starkwedder xen vao bang cach bat khéi ghé dang ngdi, d&n bén ho, xen
vao gifta thanh tra va Laura. “Toi khong nghi rang bd Warwick day mudn tra 15 bat ky cau hoi ndo Itic nay dau,” dng ta noi.
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Starkwedder va thanh tra Thomas im 1dng nhin nhau, roi thanh tra néi nhe nhang, “Ong ndi sao, dng Starkwedder?”

“T6i néi rang,” Starkwedder dap, “rang t6i khong nghi b Warwick mudén bi chit van vao Itic ndy.”

“Vay sao?” thanh tra gdm gir. “Viéc d6 thi lién quan tdi 6ng hay sao?”

BA Warwick - me ct1a Richard - tham gia cudc khau chién. “Ong Starkwedder néi ding.”

Thanh tra quay sang Laura Warwick do hoi. Ba ta néi, “Khong, t6i khéng mudn tra 16 gi vao Iic nay.”

vé chién thing, Starkwedder cudi véi thanh tra. Thanh tra lién quay di, gidn dit bwdc nhanh ra khéi phong cting véi ha
si. Angell di theo sau, ddng cira lai. Lién d6 Laura thot 18n, “Nhung t6i can noi, cAn phai cho ho biét...”

“Ong Starkwedder néi dung dd, Laura,” ba Warwick dp dat. “Lic nay cang it 15i cang tot.” Ba gia chong gy nang né budc
trong phong, ndi tiép, “Phai 14p tic lién lac véi 6ng Adams.” Quay sang Starkwedder, ba giai thich, “Ong Adams 14 luét sw
cua gia dinh.” Ba liéc vé phia Bennett, “Con khong di goi dién sao, Benny?”

Bennett gt dau, budc t6i chd dién thoai, nhung ba Warwick da can lai. “Khong goi & day, 1én gac goi,” néi thém, “Laura,
di cung luon di.”

Laura ditng ddy, ngip ngimg, khé hiéu véi ménh 1énh ctia me chéng. BA Warwick néi ludn, “Ta can néi chuyén riéng véi
ong Starkwedder.”

“Nhurng ma...” Laura md 101 thi bi ba Warwick ngan ngay, “Pirng cé lo gl ¢, con dau a,” ba an 0i, “ctr 1am theo 10i ta 1a
dwoc.”

Laura ngdp ngimg roi cling di vao phong khach, Bennett di ding sau, déng cra. B gia Warwick lién tSi chd
Starkwedder. “T6i khong biét con bao nhiéu thoi gian nita,” ba néi nhanh, mat khong rdi ctra, “t6i mudn dng gitp toi.”

Starkwedder ngac nhién, “Gitp thé nao?”

Ngip ngimng, ba Warwick ndi tiép, “Ong rat nhanh tri - 6ng 14 ngwdi la. Ong xuét thinh linh trong cudc song ctia ching
t0i, ching t6i khong biét gl vé 6ng ca, 6ng khdong ¢4 lién quan gi vdi ching tdi.”

Starkwedder gt dau. “Khach khong mdi,” 6ng ta 1dm bam, ghé ngudi tira vao tay ghé sofa, “d3 cé ngudi ndi véi tdi nhu
vay roi”

“Vi 6ng 1a nguoi la,” ba Warwick ndi tiép, “nén ¢4 chuyén nay t6i mudn 6ng 1am gitp toi.” B4 bwdc ra ngoai cira ra vuron,
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nhin hai bén hanh lang.

Cho mét 1at, Starkwedder hoi, “piéu gi vdy, bA Warwick?”

Ba Warwick trd lai phong, néi gp gap. “Trude t6i ngdy hom nay thi ngudi ta da cd nguyén nhan hop 1y cho tham kich
nay. Ngudi cd con bi con trai tdi gdy tai nan ma chét da dén day tra thl. Toi biét nghe ¢4 vé nhu trong kich nhung thuc ra
nhitng viéc nhw vay van xay ra.”

“pung nhu ba ndi,” Starkwedder phu thém, phan van khéng biét cudc ndi chuyén nay sé di tdi dau.

“Nhung gi thi ti e 12 nguyén nhan dé khong con duge chip nhin nita. Piéu dé kéo vu sat ha con t6i trd lai véi gia dinh.”
Ba budc vé phia ghé banh. “Cé hai ngudi chic chin khong thé bin con t6i, d6 1a vg né va cd Bennett. Hai difa ching né &
cling nhau khi c4 tiéng sing.”

Starkwedder vdi duwa mat nhin b3, nhwng chi néi theo, “bing vay.”

“Tuy nhién,” bd Warwick tiép tuc, “méc du Laura khong thé ban chong né, nhung cé thé né biét ai d3 ban.”

“Nhu vay thi ba 8y trd thanh tong pham,” Starkwedder nhan xét. “Ba 4y va cai 6ng Julian Farrar cung thuc hién? Ba
mudn ndi nhu vay?”

vé khé chiu thoang qua khudn mit ctia ba Warwick. “Téi khong cé v ndi nhw vay.” Ba lai ddnh mat vé phia clta, trudc
khi néi tiép, “Julian Farrar khong ban con trai ti.”

Starkwedder ditng bat day. “Lam sao ba biét dugc chic chan?”

“T6i bit,” ba Warwick dap, mat nhin ngudi khach. “T6i dang néi vdi 6ng - mot ngudi la - ditu ma khong ai trong nha
biét,” ba néi mdt cach binh than. “LA thé nay, t6i khdng con nhiéu thdi gian trén cdi doi ndy nita.”

“T6i rat 1ay 1am tiéc...” Starkwedder chwa kip néi hét thi bA Warwick da ra hiéu ngirng lai. “T6i dau cé ké cho dng dé xin
10i chia sé, cAm thdng. Ti néi cho dng dé 6ng rd cdi didu rat khé gidi thich ndy. €6 nhitng ldc con ngudi ta di téi nhitng
quyét dinh ma néu ngudi ta con nhidu ndm thang trwdc mat thi sé khong quyét dinh nhu vay.”

“Vi du nhu?” Starkwedder héi nho.

Ba Warwick 1dng nhin 6ng ta. “Trudc hét, tdi phai k& cho 6ng chuyén khac d3, 6ng Starkwedder a. Tdi phai ké véi 6ng vé
con trai toi d3.” Ba di tdi ghé sofa, ngdi xudng. “Téi yéu con toi 1dm. Khi con bé, con nho, né cé nhidu phadm chat t&t. N6
thanh c6ng, manh mé&, can dam, nhiét huyét, 1 ngudi ban dé chiu.” Ba ding 161, nhu thé dang nhé lai ngay dé. Ba néi tiép,
“Tdi phai thi nhan 14 nhitng pham chét dd ciing c6 hai ctia nd. N khé kiém soat ban than, khd kiém ché. Trong con ngudi
né cé sy nhan tAm, mot sw ngao man dang sg. N6 con thanh cong thi khong sao. Nhung né khong cé cai kha nang d6i mat
v(i that bai, thé nén toi 3 phai chitng kién né tir tir xuéng doc.”
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Starkwedder lang 18 ngdi xudng ghé dau, doi dién véi ba.

“Néu nhu ndi 1 nd da trd thanh quai vat,” me ctia Richard Warwick ndi tiép, “thi cfing 14 qué 101, nhwng ma xét theo khia
canh nao dd thi nd ding 1a quai vat - qudi vat vé chinh cai t6i, cai kiéu cang va tan bao ctia nd. Vi nd da bi tn phé nén nd co
cai ao wdc mudn 1am hai ngudi khac.” Sw dau budn nhu khic sau trén khudn mat ba. “Thé nén moi ngudi khé vi né. dng cé
hiéu khong?”

“C6 18 toi hiéu duge.” Starkwedder dap nhe.

Giong cuia b Warwick lai tr§ vé trang thai mém mai, “Tdi rat quy con dau tdi. N cd ¢4 tinh, né ¢d trai tim nhan hiu, né
cd ca stic manh dé chiu dung. Richard da ton thuong né, nhung t6i cling khong rd 1 nd cd bao gi® yéu chong bao gid chura.
C6 diéu toi c6 thé khang dinh rang Laura d& 1dm moi diéu ma mot ngudi vo cd thé 1am dé nhitng bénh tat va thai do cta
Richard tr& nén chiu dung duge.”

Ba trAm ngAm, budn ba nodi tiép, “Nhung, Richard, né khong mudn dwge gidp d&, ndé khwde tir vg nd. €6 lac tdi nghi nd
cam ghét v, c6 18 viéc d6 ciing 1a tw nhién thdi. Thé nén khi t6i néi véi ong rang viéc khong tranh khéi di xay ra, thi tdi cho
rang 6ng sé hiéu 15i ti. Laura d3 phai 1ong ngudi dan 6ng khac, ngudi kia cling vay.”

Starkwedder ngdm nghi vé 10i ba Warwick, ‘Tai sao ba lai néi chuyén nay véi toi?”

“B&i vi dng 1a ngudi la,” ba dap. “Nhitng diéu yéu, ghét ndy khong cé v nghia gi vdi dng cd, dng cé thé nghe mot cach vo
w.”

“ciing c6 thé 1a vay.”

Nhu thé khong nghe thdy 151 d6, bd Warwick tiép tuc, “Pén mot liic, dwdng nhi mot chuyén s& giai quyét duge moi khé
khan. Richard chét”

Starkwedder van khong ngiing nhin nét mét ba. “va roi, that 1a thuan tién 1a Richard da chét?”

“Phai,” ba Warwick tra 16i.

‘Hai ngudi khong néi gi nita. Sau dé Starkwedder ditng dy, budc quanh chiéc ghé dau, lai bude t6i ban 14y mot dicu
thudc ra. “Xin phép ba cho t6i héi thang,” dng ta néi. “Cé phai ba dang thi nhan da giét con trai khong?”
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Ba Warwick im 1ing mot ldc roi ndi rd rang titng chit, “Toi hoi dng cAu ndy, ong Starkwedder. Ong cé cho rang khi sinh ra
ai d6 thi ngudi ta cling c6 quyén 1ay di mang séng dé hay khong?”

Starkwedder budc qua bude lai trong phong, suy nghi vé ciu hdi nay. Cudi cling 6ng ta néi, “ba cd nhiéu ba me giét con
minh roi. Nhung ly do thudng 13 ban thiu - tién bao hiém - hodc 14 ho d3 cd hai hay ba d*a roi, khdng mudn cé thém nita.”
Ong ta quay lai nhin ba h6i nhanh, “Richard chét di cé gidp ba vé tai chinh hay khéng?”

“Khong, khong cd,” ba Warwick dap.

Starkwedder phiy tay. “Ba tht 16i cho t6i néi thang...” 6ng ta lién bi ba Warwick - von di day vé thd 16 trong giong ndi -
cuwdp 104, “Ong cé hiéu toi dang ndi gi vdi 6ng khdng thé?”

“Cé, toi hidu,” ong ta dap. “Ba dang ndi véi tdi 12 me giét con 13 mdt kha ning.” Ong ta budc t8i sofa, ti xudng ndi tiép, “Ba
dang néi cu thé 13 c6 kha ning 14 chinh ba giét con trai.” Ong ta dirng lai, nhin ba gia. “Pé 14 gid thuy &t hay d6 14 sw thuc?”

“T6i khong thl nhan diéu gi c3,” bA Warwick dap. “Pon gidn 13 toi cho dng thdy mot quan diém thoi. Mot kha ning phai
ddi mat vi t6i khong con song 1au trén doi nay nita. Va trong trudng hop dd, toi muodn ong gilt cai nay va sit dung nd.” Ba 1ay
tirtrong tdi ra mot chiéc phong bi, dwa cho 6ng ta.

Starkwedder cAm chiéc phong bi, nhung ndi thém, “Thé cling tot, nhwng toi khong cd mat ¢ diy nita, tdi s& vé Abadan
lam viéc nhu cii”

Ba Warwick phdy tay, rd rang 1a coi chuyén dé chang vao dau, “Ong dau cd cach ly véi thé gidi vin minh,” ba ta nhic
nhd. “S& cd bao cho dng doc, dai cho 6ng nghe, k& ca & Abadan.”

“0, phai, qua 1a chiing t6i cling dwgc van minh tdi tham.”

“Thé thi 6ng ¢ gilt phong bi d4. Ong c6 thiy tén ngwdi nhan chwa?”

Starkwedder liéc nhin phong bi, “Canh sit trwdng. Phai. Nhwng phai ndi 1 tdi chwa hiéu hét y ctia ba dau,” dng ta néi.
“La phu nit ma ba gittbi mat gioi that ddy. Ba thii nhin da giét ngudi hoac 14 ba biét thil pham, cé ding khong?”

Ba nhin di chd khéc, “T6i khong mudn néi vé dé tai dé.”

Starkwedder ngdi xuéng ghé banh, “Thé nhung, toi lai rat mudn biét b dang nghi gi co day.”

“T6i e 14 s& khong ndi cho 6ng dugc dau,” ba Warwick dap lai. “Ong cling ndi roi, di1 1a dan b, toi gitt bi mat gidi ma.”
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Starkwedder quyét dinh diing chién thuat khéc. “Tay giip viéc - cai 6ng cham sdc cho con trai ba dy ...” 6ng ta dirng nhu
thé dang c6 nhd tén ngudi dan dng.

“La 6ng Angell,” ba Warwick ndi, “c6 chuyén gi vdi 6ng ay ?”

“Ba c6 wa 6ng ta khong?” Starkwedder hoi.

“Khong, khong hé,” ba dap. “Nhung 6ng ta duoc viéc, véi lai Richard cling ching phai 12 ngudi dé chiu.”

“Tdi cling cho rang khong phai,” Starkwedder nhan xét. “Nhung Angell chiu dwoc nhitng khé khan d6?”

“Ong ta dugc bu dap tt,” ba Warwick kho khan néi.

Starkwedder lai rao budc trong phong mot lic, sau dé quay lai doi dién véi ba Warwick, 6 gang cho ba tip trung, héi
ging, “Richard ndm dugc diéu gi & dng ta ching?”

BA gia c6 vé ban khoidn. “Ong ta w?” ba ta hoi lai, “Y dng 12 sao? A, t6i hiéu rdi, y 6ng 1a Richard cé biét diéu gi toi té vé
Angell khong phai khong?”

“Phai, v t6i 1a vay,” Starkwedder khang dinh. “Ong 4y nim dugc gi vé Angell?”

BA Warwick suy nghi mot lic rdi méi dap, “Khong, chic khong dau.”

“T6i dang tir hoi...” 6ng ta noi.

“Y 6ng 13,” ba Warwick cat ngang, khong con kién nhan nita, “cé thé Angell di ban con tdi? T6i nghi ngd chuyén dé day.

“Tdi hiéu. Ba khong tin chuyén theo hwdng d6,” Starkwedder néi, “That dang tiéc, nhuwng cé kha nang d6.”

Ba Warwick 14p titc ding 1én, “CAm on nhiéu, dng Starkwedder. Ong that 12 t6t vi chiing t6i.”

BA dua tay ve phia ngudi khach. Cling hoi la véi thai do bat ngd ctia ba gid, ngudi khach bat tay ba, sau d6 di ra md clra,
chan chir mot 1dc rdi quyét dinh bude di, déng ctra lai. Nhin xudng chiéc phong bi, ng ta 1dm bam, “Mot ngwdi dan ba la
lung.”

Thay Bennett tr§ lai phong, mét lo 1ang va tram tw, 6ng ta voi nhét phong bi vao tii. “Ba dy néi gi véi dng thé,” co ta hoi.

Starkwedder ngac nhién, tim cach kéo dai thoi gian, “Cai gi co?” ng ta hoi lai.

“Ba Warwick - ba 4y ndi gi vdi 6ng?” Bennett hoi lai.

Tranh tra 10i truc tiép, Starkwedder chi nhan xét, “C6 c6 vé khong vui.”

“TAt nhién 14 t6i khong vui,” c6 ta dap. “Tdi biét ba 4y ddm lam nhitng gi.”

Starkwedder nhin c6 gitp viéc chdm chu, héi, “Ba Warwick ddm 1am diéu gi? Giét nguwdi chiang?”

Bennett buwdc mdt bude lai gin dng khach, “Ba 4y mudn ong tin thé diing khong? Khong cé dau. Ong phai hiéu 13 chuyén
d6 khong ding dau.”
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“A, 1am sao ma doan chic dugc. Ciing 13 mot kha ning,” dng ta ra vé phan xét.

“Nhung t6i néi véi ong 13 khong phai,” c6 ta khang dinh.

“Lam thé nio ma c6 biét dugc?” Starkwedder hdi.

“T6i biét,” Bennett ddp. “Ong cd biét trong nha nay cd diéu gi ma toi khong biét khong? T6i & v6i ho nhiéu ndm roi. Nhiéu
nam roi.” CO ta ngdi xudng ghé. “Tdi chdm séc cho ho, tat ca moi ngusi.”

“K& ca 6ng Richard Warwick qud c6?” Starkwedder héi.

Bennett trAm tw mot ltc. “Trwdc day toi cling ¢ thoi thich dng dy,” cd ta dap.

Starkwedder im ling ngdi nghe trén ghé& dau, néi nho khi thiy co dirng lai, “Tiép di.”

“Ong 4y da thay ddi,” Bennett néi. “Ong 4y - 1a ngudi khac. TAm tri 6ng dy da khac nhidu. €6 ldc éng 4y 14 quy dit”

“Phai, chuyén dé moi ngudi cling c6 ndi,” Starkwedder néi theo.

“Nhung néu nhu Ong biét 1 6ng ay trude kia thé no...”

Ong khach ngat 101, “Toi khong tin chuyén dé. Téi khong nghi con ngudi ta thay ddi dau.”

“Richard thay d6i md,” Bennett quyét tAm bao ve.

“0O khong, khong hé,” starkwedder d4u lai rdi tiép tuc budc qua lai trong phong.

“Chac 6ng nhin nhan van dé khong dting thoi.”

“T6i cho rang 6ng 4y, dudi vé bén ngoai, ludn 13 mét con quy. To6i cho rang 6ng ta thudc mau ngudi can duge hanh phic
va thanh dat - néu khong.... Nhitng ngudi d6 gidu di ban chat cia minh mién 14 ho cé duge cai ho mudn. Nhung bén trong,
cai xau xa d6 van ngutri.”

Ong ta quay lai nhin thang vao Bennett, “Su’ tan bao cia 6ng ta ludn ton tai & d6, toi cho rang thé ddy. C6 thé dng ta titg 13
ké hay bat nat & trudng hoc. Ong ta hap din phu ni, tit nhién. Phu nit ludn bi thu hiit bai nhitng ké bit nat duge ngudi khéc.
Ong ta giai khudy bang nhitng trd sin ban, t6i doan chic viéc d6.” Ong ta chi nhiitng bang chitng sian ban huy hoang 1én
twong.

“Richard Warwick han 1 ¢4 cdi tdi cuc ky khiing khiép,” 6ng ta néi tiép. “An tong vé ong ta 1a vy khi moi ngudi ké lai
cho t6i biét. Ong ta thoa man khi xay dung hinh tgng minh 14 ngudi tot, rong lwgng, thanh dat, ddng yéu va nhiéu cdi khac
nita.” Starkwedder van khong ngling budc. “Nhung cai xau xa van & d6, ludn & do. Thé rdi dng ta bi tai nan. Tai nan dé chi
lam bong cai bé ngoai di ma thoi, sau dé moi nguwdi nhin thdy con ngudi thuc ctia 6ng ta.”

Bennett diing 1én. “Toi khong thiy ong cé lién quan gi ma néi nhu vay,” giong c6 phin nd. “Ong 14 ngudi ngoai, ngudi la,
biét gi ma noi.”
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“C6 18 khong biét that, nhung toi d3 nghe dwgc nhiéu diéu,” Starkwedder bat lai. “Ai cfing mudn tAm sy vdi t6i vi mot 1y do
gido.”

“Phai rdi, phai roi. Chang phai giv tdi cling dang ndi chuyén véi 6ng dé sao?” c6 ta thi nhan rdi ngdi xudng. “bé 1a vi
chiing t6i khong ddm ndi véi nhau.” C6 nhin 1én 6ng khach, cAu khan, “Udc gi dng ditng di voi.”

Starkwedder 14c dau. “T6i ¢ gitip dugc gi dau,” dng ta ndi. “Toi chi duge mdi viée 13 lao vao, phét hién ra xac chét cho
moi nguoi.”

“Nhung chinh tdi vdi Laura phét hién ra xac ctia Richard ma,” Bennett phan doi. C6 ngltng ndi, suy nghi roi ndi thém,
“Hay la Laura....1a 6ng....2” C6 khong noéi thanh 10 nita.
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Starkwedder nhin Bennett cudi, "Co cling 14 ngudi nhay bén diy nhi?".

Bennett khong roi mét khoi ngudi khach, "0Ong gitip ba 4y?” Cau héi nghe nhw 18 co budc.

Ngudi khach bude tranh di. "Co twdng twong roi day,” ong ta noi.

"Khong, khong dau,” Bennett cirlai. "Tdi mudn Laura dwge hanh phic. T6i rat mudn ba dy dugc hanh phtc.”

Starkwedder quay lai nhin, thét 1én, "Me Kiép, t6i cling thé thoi."

Bennett ngac nhién nhin 6ng ta, ldc sau mdi ndi. "Néu thé thi t6i... toi phai..." C6 ta chwa ndi hét cau thi da bi Starkwedder
ra hiéu yén lang. "Chd mot chut ndo.” Ong ta voi budc tdi clra ra viedn, mé ra goi vdi ra ngoai, "Cau lam gi ¢ d6 thé?”

Bennett ldc ndy da thdy Jan & ngoai bai cé, tay cAm khAiu sting, 14p titc cd ding 1én di tdi ctia va thic giuc, "Jan, Jan. bua
kh4u sting cho chi.”

Nhung Jan nhanh hon Bennett; ciu ta chay di vira cudi ha ha vira hét 1én, "Pén diy ma 1ay." Bennett hdi ha chay theo
goi, "Jan, Jan."

Starkwedder ding nhin ra bai cd xem tinh hinh thé nao r6i dinh di ra thi thdy Laura di vao phong.

"Ong thanh tra dau r6i?" Laura hoi.

Starkwedder ra hiéu dé Laura déng cta lai. Laura dén bén Starkwedder, giong khan cau, "Micheal, xin 6ng hiéu cho,
Julian khong giét Richard dau.”

"Thé sao?" Starkwedder lanh Iting dap lai."Ong ta ndi thé 42"

"Ong khéng tin t6i cling dugc, nhung dé 1a su'thit.” Giong Laura da tuyét vong.

"Ba tin dd 1a sy thuc,” Starkwedder noi r6.

"Khong, t6i biét d6 1a sythuc,” Laura néi. "Ong dy nghi 1a toi giét Richard.”

Starkwedder roi canh ctra, di vao trong phong. "Cling c6 gi ddng ngac nhién dau,” 6ng ta cwoi chua x4t, "chinh t6i cling
nghi thé cd ma, ding khong?"

Giong Laura lic ndy con tuyét vong hon nita, "Ong 4y cho rang toi d3 ban Richard, nhung 6ng 4y khong dam d6i dién véi
viéc dd, nd khién dng 4y ..." Ba ta dirng lai, xau h6. "Khién dng 4y thay doi tinh cam d8i vdi toi."

Lanh Itng nhin ba ta, Starkwedder néi, "Thé ma khi ba twdng 6ng ta hai Richard thi ba nhén 14y thay ma chang phan van
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didu gl." ROi dot nhién dng ta cudi. "Phu nit qua 13 tuyét voil" dng ta 14m bam, tira vao tay ghé sofa. "Piéu gi khién Farrar
chdp nhan sy thuc dang so'la 6ng ta t6i qua cé mit & day? Pimg cé néi véi toi rang 6ng ta nhan don gian vi d6 1a s thue.”

"Lavi Angell,” Laura dap. "Angell da thay... hodc ndi 14 da thay... Julian ¢ day."

"Phai rdi," Starkwedder nhan xét kém tiéng cudi cay ding. "Toi cling ngli thdy mui tong tién dau dé. Tay Angell nay
chang phai ngudi tirté.”

"Ong ta néi da thay Julian ngay sau... sau khi ¢4 tiéng sing,” Laura ké. "0i, toi so’ 1am. Moi viéc bat dau khdp lai roi, ti so
1Am."

Starkwedder d&n bén Laura, dit tay 1én vai ba ta. "Dlitng sg,” 6ng ta tran an. "Moi viéc s& on ca thoi."

Laura lac dau, néi qua nuwdc mat, "Chic khong dau.”

"T6i ddm bao 1a s& On," Starkwedder 14c nhe vai ba cht nha.

Laura phan van nhin ngudi khach. "Cé 1dc no ta biét ai thuc swban Richard khong?”

Starkwedder nhin Laura mdt ltic khong néi gi, sau d6 di ra ctta ngd ra vuon quan sat. "Hinh nhu c6 Bennett khang dinh
da biét moi chuyén xay ra."

"Co 4y ltc ndo cha khang dinh, nhung cling hay nham lan."

Thdy c6 gl d6 la ngoai vudn, Starkwedder vy Laura lai gan. Laura chay téi, cAm 14y tay Starkwedder lic nay dang dua
ra. "Phai roi, Laura,” 6ng ta khé reo 1én, mét nhin ra vu'on, "T6i cling nghi thé."

"Cai gico?"

"Ssh!"

GAn nhu ding Iic dé thi Bennett cling tir sanh di vao. "Ong Starkwedder,” ¢ néi gap gdp. "Sang phong bén kia - thanh tra
cling & d6. Nhanh 1én."

Starkwedder cting Laura nhanh chéng roi thu phong di ra, khép ca lai. Khi ho di di khoi, Bennett nhin ra ngoai vieén
Iic nay nang da dan tit. "Vao day nao, Jan," cd goi. "Pimg duia nita, vao day di. Nhanh lén."
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Bennett vay Jan roi lui lai, ditng xé sang mot bén cita. Jan chay t6i hanh lang, ddng nhw vita mudn ndi loan lai vira cé chut
nguong ngap vdi thang loi cé duge. Tay cau ta van cim khau stiing.

"Nay, Jan. Lam thé ndo ma c4u 14y sing ra dugc thé ha?” Bennett hoi.

Jan di han vao phong. "Chi twdng chi khon 13m ha, chi Benny?" cau ta hiing hd. "Khon d4y, khéa hét sing cta Richard &
dang kia." Cau ta hat dau vé phia sdnh. "Nhwng t6i tim duwoc cai chia mé dwgc ti sting. Gid' thi tdi c¢é sting rdi, y nhu Richard.
T6i s& con cé nhiéu siing nita co. T6i s& ban cho ma xem.” CAu ta dot nhién gio sing nham vao Bennett khién cd ta hoang
hét. "C4an than diy, Benny,” cau ta kh& cudi, "kéo toi ban ddy."

Bennett cd gidu su'so hai, kim giong néi sao cho mém mai nhat, "Sao lai thé, cau s& khong ban dau, chi biét ma."

Jan van chia siing vao Bennett, nhung nghi thé nao lai ha sting xudéng. "DT nhién 13 khong ban dau.”

"Véi lai cdu dau con 1a thang bé khong biét diéu nita,” Bennett ndi, tran an. "Gid cau da trudng thanh rodi, ding khong
nao?"

Mat Jan sang 1én. CAu ta budc téi ban viét, ngdi xudng ghé. "Pung rdi, gidy toi 13 dan Ong rdi. Richard chét rodi, gid chi con
toi 1a dan 6ng trong nha."

"Thé nén chi biét 1a cau s& khong ban chi dau,” Bennett néi. "Cau chi ban ké thu thoi."

"Pung roi,” Jan sung sudng reo 1én.

Bennett c6 gan can nhic chon ¥ ngit rdi mdi ndi, "HoOi con chién tranh, néu cau tham gia khang chién, néu ma ban dugc
quan dich thi s& vach mot vét trén sing day."

"Thé 42" Jan 14p t&c ngdm nghia kh&u sting trong tay. "Ngudi ta 1am thé that 42" CAu ta hdo hitng nhin Bennett. "Cé ai
vach dugc nhiéu khong?”

"C4 chi¥, c6 ngudi vach duoc rat nhiéu.”

Jan cang vui hoti, "Thich thé,” ciu ta reo.

"TAt nhién,” Bennett tiép tuc, "1a cé ngudi khong ban duoc ai... nhung cd ngudi ban dugc.”

"Richard ban dugc,” Jan nhac.

"Phai rdi, Richard thich ban giét, Bennett thi nhan, quay di chd khac nhw khéng cé diéu gi quan trong, héi tiép, "Cau
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ciling thich giét chéc ding khong, Jan?”

Jan, ngoai tAm mat ctia Bennett, moi mot con dao nhip ra khoi tdi, c§ gang tao mot vach trén sting. "Giét thich phét dy,"
cau ta nhan xét.

Bennett quay lai nhin c4u ta. "Cau khong mudn bi Richard duéi di diing khong?" ¢ héi nho.

"Anh 4y bdo t6i s& phai di,” Jan gAm gt nhd lai. "Anh 4y ac.”

Bennett budc lai dang sau ghé Jan dang ngdi. "Chi nhd cau bao Richard 13 ciu sé giét 6ng dy néu dng ay bat cau phai di."

"Thé 42" Jan tra 10i mot cach thd o.

"Nhung ciu khong giét ong &y ddy chit?” Bennett héi, ngit diéu khién Jan cdm thay dé ciing khong han 13 mot cau héi.

"Khong, toi khong giét anh dy," Jan van té ra chdng quan tam.

"Thé thi yéu dudi roi,” Bennett budng 16i nhan xét.

Nét han hoc khé van 1én trong mat Jan. "That thé 42"

"Pung ddy. D3 bao 13 giét 6ng 4y ma cudi cing lai khong 1am.” Bennett di quanh ban viét, nhung mat hudng tSi cira. "Néu
ai ma doa nhét chi thi chi sé giét ngay, giét that ay."

"Ai bao 1a ngudi khac giét?” Jan ndi nhanh. "C6 khi 12 t6i that day "

"0 khong, khong phai 1a cau,” Bennett néi, ha giong. "Cau van con 13 tré con ma, 1am gi ma ddm ch."

Jan bat day, 1ui lai. "Chi nghi t6i khong ddm sao?" C4u ta gan nhu rit 1én. "Chi nghi thé sao?”

"7, chi nghi nhu thé." €6 ta 6 tinh choc titc Jan. "CAu 1am gi ma dam giét Richard. CAu phai ¢4 gan, phai 16n nita thi méi
lam dugc.”

Jan xoay ngudi lai, chitng nhw mudn bé di. "Chi cha biét dwge dau,” ciu ta cd vé dau 1ong. "Chi Benny, chi cha biét dugc
dau”

"C4 diéu gi chi khong biét 42" Bennett hoi. "CAu cudi chi d6 sao Jan?" Chdp 14y co hoi, ¢6 ta khé md cira thdng phong, con
Jan ding gan cra ra vudn. Anh ning chiéu van con kip hit vao trong.

"Phai, phai, tdi cudi ddy,” Jan gao 1én. "T6i cwdi vi toi thay t6i khén hon chi nhiéu.”

CAu ta trd lai trong phong, Bennett hai gidt minh, voi biu vao khung ctra thong phong, Jan budc tdi. "Toi biét diéu chi
khong biét,” Jan ndi, da binh tinh hon.

"Cau biét diéu chi khong biét w?" Bennett hoi, cd to ra khong qua lo 1ang.

Jan khong tra 10 ma chi cudi bi hiém. Bennett di téi hoi, "Cau khong dinh néi cho chi 42 Hay khong tin chi diy ha?"

Jan llii ra xa, "Toi chang tin ai c3," cAu ta cay ding ndi.
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Bennett d6i giong sang ngac nhién. "Gid chi thay 13 tir trude t6i nay cau van rat thong minh.”

Jan khtic kKhich. "Chi s& thay 13 t6i thong minh dén muc nao."

€6 ta nhin Jan, phong doan, "C4 18 ¢ nhiéu chuyén vé cdu ma chi khong biét that.”

"Nhiéu, nhiéu 1am," Jan néi. "Con t6i lai biét bao nhiéu 13 chuyén vé moi ngudi, nhung t6i khong néi ra. C6 nhiéu 1an tdi
thitc day gitta dém, toi di lai trong nha, thay nhiéu diéu, nhung khong néi thoi.”

Tao ra khong khi nhur cting tham gia &m muru, Bennett thi thAm, "Gi¢ cau ¢4 bi mat 16n ding khong?”

Jan gac han mdt chan 1én ghé. "Bi mat 16n. Bi mat 1én." CAu ra rit 1én vui vé. "C4 khi chi sé sg ddy, néu chi biét," cau ta vira
noi vira cwoi dién dai.

Bennett t§i gAn cAu ta hon. "Thé cd 42 Chi sg 42" ¢6 ta hoi. "Chi phai s¢ cau hay sao, Jan?” Bing ngay truedc mat Jan, cd ta
nhin thang vao mét cau thanh nién.

Jan ngodi dd, nhin 1én, vé méit vui swdng bién di mat, giong néi nghiém trong trd lai, "Phai, chi s& sg toi."

Bennett tiép tuc nhin cau ta chdm chd. "Toi khong con nhan ra ciu ddy,” c6 ta thi nhan. "Gid t6i mdi bat dau thay con
nguwoi that ctia cau, Jan.”

Nhitng thay doi trong thai do ctia Jan d3 rd rang hon. Cau ta néi nhu hét, giong hoang dai, "Cha cé ai hiéu dugc tdi ca,
chang ai biét t6i 1am dugc gi ca" CAu ta viing quay lung lai phia Bennett. "Richard chi biét ngdi kia bAn may con chim ngu
ngdc.” Cau ta quay lai nhin Bennett, "Anh 4y chang bao gi®' nghi s& c6 ngudi sé ban minh, ding khong?"

"Khong. P4 14 sai lAm ctia 6ng ay."

Jan ding 1én. "bung roi, d6 14 sai IAm. Anh 4y clt twdng sé ép toi di duwgc cd ddy. Toi cho anh 4y biét.”

"CAu u?" Bennett hoi nhanh. "Cho biét thé nao?”

Jan gian tra nhin Bennett, mt ldc mdi dap, "Khong néi dau.”

"N6i di ma Jan,” Bennett nai ni.

"Khong," cau ta kh& quat, budc 1ui ra, téi ghé banh lién nhay vao ngbi, 1dy khau sting 4p vio ma. "Khong néi cho ai hét."

Bennett lai di theo. "C4u 1am thé chic cling ding. C6 1& chi doan duoc viéc cau da 1am, nhung chi khong néi dau. 4 13 bi
mat cia cau ma, ding khong?”

"Pung, bi mat cta t6i," Jan dap. CAu ta di di lai lai trong phong. "Khong ai biét tdi thé ndo dau,” ciu ta tiép tuc ndéi nhu reo.
"T6i nguy hiém d4y, moi ngudi phai can than vdi toi. Phai can thin, nguy hiém day nhé."

Bennett budn rau nhin cau ta. "Richard khong biét cau nguy hiém. Han 1a 6ng dy da rat ngac nhién."

Jan tré lai chiéc ghé banh, nhin ghé nhw cé ngudi ngdi & d6. "Pung, anh 4y ngac nhién. Mit trong ngd 1am. Xong roi thi
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dau guc xudng, cé mau nita, khong con c dong duogc gi. Toi da cho anh Ay biét, cho biét rdi ddy. Gidf thi Richard khong bat
toi di duoc nita."

CAu ta ti vio mot bén ghé sofa, vAy kh4u sting vé phia Bennett dang c6 ging khong d& nwéc mat trao ra. "Nhin day,” Jan
ra lénh. "chi nhin day. Ti d3 vach 1én sting rdi day nay.” Cau ta 1dy dao gd vao khiu stng.

"C4u vach roi." Bennett budc téi. "Cé thay thich khong?” €6 ta tim cach giang 14y khiu sting, nhung Jan nhanh tay hon.

"Pimg c6 1am thé," cau ta hét 1én, 1t ra xa. "Khong ai cé thé 14y sing ctia tdi duge. Canh sat ma dén day bat toi, toi s& ban
day.

"PAu cAn phai 1am thé,” Bennett ndi. "Khéng can dau. Cau théng minh co ma. Thong minh thé thi 1am sao ngudi ta nghi
ngd chi)”

"L30 canh sat ngu. Canh sat ngu.” Jan hét 1én sung suwdng. "Richard cling ngu.” C4u ta gio sing hwdng vé hinh anh Richard
twdng twong, cling vira ldc ctra thong phong md ra. Hoang hét, ciu ta lao ra vieon. Bennett sup xudng sofa ngdi khdc khi
thanh tra Thomas cting ha si Cadwalladder bwdc vao.
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"Pudi theo ciu ta, nhanh!" thanh tra quat Cadwallader khi vira vao t&i phong, khién vién ha s bat lao ra hanh lang.
Starkwadder ciing da tir 16i sdnh chay tdi, Laura ciing tdi - chay tdi ctta ra vedn ddng nhin ra. Angell xuat hién va cling
chay tdi bén clra ra vuron. Ba gia Warwick ditng nhu twgng ¢ ngudng clra.

Thanh tra Thomas quay sang Bennett. "Thoi nao, thdi ndo," 6ng ta an Ui. "C6 khong cin phai cang thang qu4, c6 1am rat
tot."

Giong nitc nd, Bennett noi, "Tdi biét tir trwdc. Ong thdy ddy, trong nha nay toi hiéu Jan hon ai hét. Toi bit 14 Richard da
day cau dy di qud xa... toi biét... bidt 13... Jan da tré nén nguy hiém."

"Jan!" Laura thét 1én, kém theo mdt tiéng thd dai tuyét vong. "Sao lai 13 Jan dwgc? Khong thé ndo.” Laura sup xudng ghé
canh ban viét. "T6i khong tin."

Ba gid Warwick tritng trirng nhin Bennett. "Sao ¢6 lai 1am thé dwgc ha, Benny? Sao lai 1am thé duoc?” giong ba day trach
c®. "Toi e nghi it ra cd cling 13 ngwdi trung thanh.”

Bennett dap vdi giong thach thitc. "Cé nhiéu ldc thi sy that quan trong hon long trung thanh. Ba... tit cd moi ngwdi... can
phai thdy Jan nguy hiém. Cau dy ngoan, dé mén... nhung ma..." Qua dau budn, c6 ta khong néi tiép duoc.

Ba Warwick tir tlr, budn ba budc t6i ghé banh ngbdi xudng, mat nhin vao khoang khong.

Thanh tra nhe nhang néi tiép suy nghi ctia Bennett. "Khi con ngudi ta qua mdt d6 tudi nhat dinh thi s& tr§ nén nguy hiém
vi ldc dd khong hiéu 1a minh dang 1am gi nita. N6 khong ti danh gia duwgc hanh vi, khong kiém soét dugc.” Ong ta di tdi bén
ba gia Warwick. "Cu cling khéng nén qua dau bubn. Toi s& ddm bao cho céu ta dugc ddi x nhan dao, dwgc cham séc. Vu
nay da rd roi, toi nghi vdy. Cau ta khong phai chiu trach nhiém vé hanh vi cia minh. Phan quyét s& 1a giit lai trong mdt moi
trudng khép kin va thoai mai. Piéu dd thi s¢m hay mudn, ké ca khong xay ra viéc ndy, cling s& phai dén thoi." Ong ta quay
di, budc vong vong trong phong, tién tay dong cira ra sanh.

"Phai, phai, toi biét 13 dng ndi ding,” ba Warwick thd nhan, quay sang Bennett, "Tdi rit tiéc, Bennett. C6 bao 14 khong ai
khac biét 12 nd nguy hiém, nhung khong phai dau. Téi biét... nhirng ma toi... tdi khong biét 1am thé ndo véind."

"Phai c6 ai 1am gi d4!" Bennett dap lai manh mé&. Ca can phong rai vao im lang, cing thang khi moi ngudi chd doi ha si
Cadwallader dwa Jan tré lai.
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Luc d6, phia bén dudng, cach ngdi nha vai trdm mét, swong mu di bat dau tran téi, vién ha si d3 don Jan vao géc twdng.
Jan d dit khiu sting, hét 1én, "Pirng c6 lai gan nita. Toi khong dé ai nhot i lai dau. T6i s& ban ong day, ndi that ddy. Toi
khong s¢ ai hét.”

Vién ha s dirng lai & cw ly hai mwai bd. "Thdi ndo, chang trai,” anh ta ninh. "Lam gi ¢4 ai mudn hai ciu dau. Sing dan
nguy hiém 1dm. Pura cho tdi da, rdi vao nha ndi chuyén sau véi gia dinh. Ho s& gitip cau.”

Anh ta budc thém vai budc vé phia Jan nhung voi ditng ngay khi ciu ta rd 1én, "Toi néi that, toi s& ban. Canh st cling
mac ké. T6i khong sg dau.”

"Tat nhién 14 ¢4 gi ma phai so,” ha s ddp. "Cau khong ¢ 1y gi phai sg tdi hét. Toi khong 1am gi hai cau. bi vao nha vdi toi
ndo0." Ha s lai budc téi, nhung Jan givong sting 1én, ban hai phat lién tiép. Phat dau trugt, nhung phat th hai tring vai tay
trai cia Cadwallader 1am anh ta bat ra tiéng kéu nhung van lao vao Jan, quat cau ta nga xudng dat. Sting lai nd. Jan ngap
ngap roi namyeén.

Kinh hoang, vién ha si chi con biét quy ngay bén canh, dau dén nhin cau ta. "bimng, dirng,” anh ta liu 1uwdi, "ding cd chét.
Chua oi gitip con..." Anh ta kiém tra mach ctia Jan, roi 1ac dau.

Cadwallader ditng 1én, llii ra xa vai budc réi méi dé€ y thiy tay minh day mau, voi 1dy khin tay ra quin xung quanh,
chay vé phia cn nha, tay trai gio'lén trgi, dau dén.

Luc anh ta trélai gn ctra ra vuon lien 13p bap goi, "Sép,” khi thanh tra chay ra hanh lang.

"Chuyén gi thé nay?" thanh tra hoi.

Nhu khong con thé néi, ha si tra 18i, "Kinh khting qu4, kinh khting qua.” Starkwedder d& anh ta vao trong phong, ha si1an
tdi ghé, ngdi xudng.

Thanh tra d3 dng bén canh tir 1ic nao. "Tay 1am sao thé kia?"

"Pé t6i xem," Starkwedder 14m bam, gift chit canh tay ctia ha sT Cadwallader, nhe nhang g& miéng vai gi’ d thdm dim
maAu, 14y khin tay cia chinh minh tir trong ti ra, budc c&n than quanh tay ctia ha si.

"Swong mu dén roi,” Cadwallader bat dau giai thich, "khd nhin rd xung quanh 13m, c4u ta bin ti, dang kia, bén kia dudng,
satbiarimg ay.”

Laura vdi vé mat kinh hai chay tdi clra ra vieon nhin theo huéng do.

"Cau ta ban hai phat," ha si néi, "phat thit hai tring tay toi."

Bennett viing ding day, tay che miéng kim tiéng kéu. "Tdi da cd doat sing clia ciu 4y, nhuwng tay tdi khong diéu khién
duoc nhu v, moi ngudi thiy day..."
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"ROi. Sao nita?” thanh tra héi.
"Ngén tay c4u ta van & trén co,"” ha sTnéi khong ra hoi. "Cudp co. Ban ding vao tim. C4u ta chét roi.”
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LOi ké ctia ha sT cadwallader duge dap lai bang khong khi im lang so hii. Laura 14y ty bit miéng, Kim tiéng kéu nic nghen,
ttng bude 1ui tdi ban viét, ngdi xudng ghé, tritng tritng nhin san nha. BA Warwick dau nhu thém thap xudng, phai tua vao
gdy mdi ditng noi. Starkwedder di lai trong phong, cé vé nhu r6i tri.

"Pung 1a chét roi chir?” thanh tra hoi.

"T6i chdc ma," ha sT dap. "Cau ta c¥ quat théo, thach thic tdi, d d sting, ra diéu mudn ban 1am roi."

Thanh tra budc téi bén cra ra vrdn, "Gio' cau ta & dau?”

"Pé t6i dAn ra,” ha sTndi rdi c6 géng ditng 1én.

"Khong, ctt ngdi yén do."

"T6i binh tinh lai roi," ha s dap. "T6i sé tru dugc cho dén khi vé lai don.” Anh ta budc ra ngoai, dang hoi lac lv. Quay 1 ai
nhin moi ngudi, anh ta 14m bam nhu ngudi dién, "Chét rdi thi khdng con biét so nita.’ Ldi gido hoang diy, Gido hoang
Alexander." ROi anh ta vira lac dau vira di khuat.

Thanh tra quay lai nhin ba Warwick cling ngoi nguoi. "T6i khong biét phai néi thé nao nita. Toi rat tiéc. Nhung cd 1€ day
12161 thoat t6t nhat,” dng ta ndi roi di theo ha sira vuon.

Ba Warwick nhin theo, thot 1én vira giin gift vira tuy ét vong, "Loi thoét tot nhat!"

"Pung, ding," Bennett thd dai. "Tot nhat. Gi¥ cAu 4y khong con phai chiu dung gi nita.” C6 dén bén d& ba Warwick ding
ddy."Cu can nghi ngoi, qua sic cu roi.”

BA cu gia nhin c6 véi d6i mat mét méi, "Ta.. ta cAn ndm xudng,” ba 14m bam. Bennett diu ba ra ctra.

Starkwedder m& cho hai nguti, 14y chiéc phong bi ra, dwa lai cho ba Warwick. "T6i nghi ba nén 14y lai ci nay."

Ba gia quay lai, cAm lay chiéc phong bi, "Phai, phai. Gi¢ nd khdng con cAn thiét nita.”

Ba Warwick cling Bennett di roi, Starkwedder dinh déng cta lai thi thay Angell di qua chd Laura - ltic nay van dang ngbi
im nhu twong ¢ ban. Angell dén ma Laura cling khong quay lai.

"Cho phép t6i ndi diéu nay, thia ba,” Angell n6i. "Toi rat 1ay lam tiéc. Néu ba thay toi lam dwgc gi, ba chi can..."

Khong budn nhin 1én, Laura ngat 18i, lanh lung néi, "Ching t6i khong cin 6ng gitip gi nita ca, Angell. Ong sé nhan duoc
séc tra thii lao c6ng viéc. Toi mudn dng ra khoi nha nay ngay hdmnay."
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"Pugc thdi, thira ba. Cdm on.” Angell dap vo cam, sau dd di ra khoi phong. Starkwedder ddng ci¥a lai.

can phong ldc nay da t6i, nhitng tia ndng cudi cting dang ¢ xuyén qua suong mi, tao ra nhitng cai bong trén twdng.

Starkwedder nhin Laura, hoi, "Ba khong dinh kién dng ta ti tong tién w?"

"Khong," Laura tho o dap.

"Tiéc that." Starkwedder budc t6i. "C6 18 t6i ciing nén di thoi. Xin tam biét ba." Ong ta dirng lai, Laura van khong nhin 6ng
ta. "Ping qua dau budn,” Starkwedder ndi thém.

"T6i dang dau long 14m," Laura dap.

"Bdiviba quy cau ta?” Starkwedder hoi.

Laura quay lai. "Phai. Va b&i vi d6 12 18i ctia toi. Ong thay dé, Richard di ding. Jan t6i nghiép nhé ra nén dugc dua di dau
dé tir trude, phai bi nhot lai @& khong hai ngudi khéc. Chinh tdi ngin chuyén dd xay ra. Chinh t6i da khién Richard phai
chét”

"Tho6i ndo, Laura, dirng iy mi nhuw thé,” Starkwedder ndi giong manh mé. Ong ta dén sat bén Laura. "Richard bi giét 13 vi
ong ta da tao nguyén nhan cho diéu dé. Nhé ra dng ta nén cé thai dd ding vdi thang bé, ding khdng ndo. Ba khong nén tu
1am khé minh. Gi& viéc ba phai 1am 13 séng cho hanh phiic. Hanh phic mai mai, nhu trong truyén hay viét ay."

"Hanh phtic? Véi Julian w?" Laura dap véi niém cay dang dang trao. "Ong khong thdy 13 gid khong con nhu trude hay
sao!”

"Chuyén tinh cam giita ba va Farrar u?"

"Pung thé. Khi t6i twéng Julian giét Richard, thi t6i khong thiy gi khac véi ong 4y, van yéu dng 4y nhu cii.” Laura ngling
161 r6i mdi tiép. "Thadm chi tdi con sin sing nhan vé t6i co ma."

"Toi biét 14 thé,” Starkwedder néi. "Ba that 1a ngdc nghéch. Phu nit ding 1a hay thich hy sinh."

"Nhung khi Julian cho rang toi giét Richard,” Laura ndi tiép, "6ng 4y da thay doi, thay d6i hoan toan cach nhin ti. Ong dy
san sang lam diéu cao thuong - d6 13 khong t§ gidc tdi. Nhung chi thé thdi" Cam ty vao tay, Laura budn rau ndi, "Ong ay
khong con tinh cam vdi toi nhu cdi nita.”

Starkwedder 1ac dau. "Laura ndy," 6ng ta néi, "dan dng véi dan ba khong xir sy gidng nhu nhau. Thuc ra 1a nhu thé nay:
Pan 6ng 1a phai yéu, dan ba mdi manh mé. an 6ng thudng khong nhan trach nhiém giét ngudi vé minh, nhung phu nit lai
c6 thé. Thuc t& 13 néu cé tay ndo dé giét ngudi vi mot ngudi phu nit thi d6 c6 18 13 d& nang cao hinh anh ctia anh ta trong
mat ngudi phu nit d5. Pan 6ng cdm nhan khac phu nit"

Laura nhin 1én. "Ong khong gidng nhu thé. Khi 6ng twdng tdi giét Richard, 6ng da gitp toi."
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"Chuyén do6 khac,” Starkwedder tra 16i ngay, c6 vé nhu hoi ngac nhién. "T6i phai gitp ba."

"Tai sao ong lai phai gitp t6i?"

Starkwedder khong tra 16 truc tiép, mot ltic sau méi néi nhé, "Hién gidf tdi van mudn gitp.”

"Ong khong thay 13," Laura ndi, quay mat di, "ta rét cudc lai vé diing nhu Iic dau. N6i sao di nita thi chinh 13 t6i da hai
chét Richard - vi t6i 3 ngan can viéc thu xép cho Jan."

Starkwedder kéo ghé, ngdi xudng canh Laura. "Chuyén dé 1am ba khé tdm, cin rat sao? Khi thiy rang Jan d3 ban
Richard. Nhung chua chéc d6 13 suthuc. Ba khong can nghi nhu thé, néu khong mudn.”

Laura tron mat nhin ngudi khach khong moi. "Sao 6ng lai cé thé néi diéu nhu vay? Tdi da nghe... ching ta di déu nghe
thay... cau ta thd nhan... Khoe vé viéc do."

"A, ding,” Starkwedder dong y. "Cai dé toi biét. Nhung ba cé biét viéc goi y c6 tic dong, cd sic manh thé nio khong?
Bennett d3 von Jan rat tot, da khién cau ta 1én mau. C4u ta lai 1 ngudi dé bi kich dong. CAu ta thich cai v nghi d6, tré & tubi vi
thanh nién hay thé 1am, cai y nghi 1a nd cé quyén luc - phai roi - c6 kha ning giét ngudi. Benny cia ba da buéng moi trude
mat cAu ta, cau ta d3 ddp 1dy. C4u ta bin Richard, vach mdt vét 1én khau sting, thé 13 thanh ngudi hting.” Ong ta dimg lai.
"Nhung ba dau cd biét - & ddy khong ai thuc swbiét - 1a liéu thuc té c6 ding nhu vy hay khong.”

"Nhung... lay Chia t6i... ciu Ay di ban anh ha si." Laura dién giai.

"A, diing, tiém nang thi cau ta ddng 1a cd mau giét ngudi day!" Starkwedder dong tinh. "Kha ning cau ta ban Richard 1a
cao, nhung ba khong thé doan chiac 13 cau ta da 1am thé. Ma thuc ra ciing ¢ thé 13..." 6ng ta chin chtt, "... ¢ thé 1a ngudi
Khac."

Laura tron mat nhin, "Nhung 13 ai méi duwoc?” Giong day ngd vuc.

Starkwedder suy nghi mot Itic rdi ddp, "C6 thé 13 cd Bennet. C6 ta rat quy moi ngudi trong nha, va cé thé cho rang nhuw
vay s@ 14 tot nhat cho tit cA. Hoac 12 bA Warwick, cling nhw vAy. Hodc 14 6ng ban Julian ctia ba - gid v&' 14 nghiba da ra tay -
that 13 nudc c& cao diy, lamba tin qua con gi."

Laura quay mat di. "Ong néi thé chinh dng ciing khong tin," ba ta trach. "Ong chi néi thé dé an i t6i ma thoi.”

Starkwedder cé vé nhu khong 1am cach ndo khéc. "Ba thAn mén," 6ng ta ndi, ai ciing cé thé d ban Richard ca. Ké ca
MacGregor.”

"MacGregor?" Laura khong tin n6i. "Nhwng MacGregor chét roi ma."

"TAt nhién 13 chét roi," Starkwedder dp. "Phai chét." Ong ta ditng diy, dén bén sofa. "Nghe tdi ndy," dng ta ndi, "tdi cd thé
dung lai vu 4n hop 1y vé viéc MacGregor 13 hung thi. C¥ coi nhu dng ta di quyét tAm giét Richard dé tra thit cho d&a con bi
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chét trong vu tai nan.” Ong ta ngdi xudng tay ghé sofa. "Thi 6ng ta s& 1am gi nao? A, trwdc hét 13 phai rii b6 nhan dang da.
Chéc chang cd khd khan gi khi thu xép sao cho ngudi ta bao 1a dng ta dd chét @ mot viing héo 1anh nao do tai Alaska. Ton
mot chut tién, mua vai 11 khai gia, thé 1a thu xép duge ngay nhiing viéc nhu vay. Thé roi dng ta doi tén, bat dau xay dung
nhan dang mdi @ mot dat nudc kKhéc, xin viéc 1am khéc."

Laura nhin ngudi khach trong 1ang im, roi ditng 1én d&n ngdi & ghé banh, mit nham lai, hit mot hoi that siu, md mat nhin
nguwdi khach mot 1an nita.

Starkwedder tiép tuc vdi cAu chuyén gia dinh. "Ong ta van di theo Richard va khi 6ng ta biét rdng moi ngudi di bd
Norfolk t&i viing nay sinh séng thi 6ng ta vach ra mdt ké hoach ré rang. Ong ta cao rau, nhudm tdc, dai loai thé. va réi trong
mot dém swong mu, dng ta mo dén day. Ba twdng twong moi viéc thé ndy nhé.” Ong ta ra dithg canh cra ra vudn. "Gia nhu
MacGregor néi véi Richard, 'Tao cé sing, miy cing cé. Tao dém dé&n ba, hai bén cling ban. Tao dén ddi mang cho con trai
tao.”

Laura tron mat, khong néi duoc 10i nao.

"Ba biét day,” Starkwedder ndi tiép, "t6i khong nghi 14 chong ba thudc hang thg sin cir khdi nhw ba nghi dau. Toi da tinh
13 6ng ta khong doi dém dén ba. Ba bao 13 6ng ta ban gidi, nhirng 6ng ta ban truot, dan bay ra dang kia,” 6ng khach chi tay
khi di ra hanh lang, "ra ngoai vudn, chd cé nhiéu vét dan kia. Nhung MacGregor khong ban truot. Ong ta bin chét ké thi."
Starkwedder quay lai phong. "Ong ta bd sting xudng cai xac, cam lay sting cuia Richard, di ra ngoai, sau dé lai quay tr&'lai.”

"Tr&'lai?” Laura hoi. "Ong ta quay trdlai 1am gi?”

Starkwedder nhin b4 chi1 nha vai gidy khong ndi gi, hit mot hoi that sau roi hoi, "Ba khong doan duoc 42"

Laura phan van, nhung rdi lac dau. "Chiu, tdi khong doan ra n6i."

Ngudi khach van nhin Laura chdm chd, mot ltic sau nd luc néi tiép. "Hmm, gia nhu MacGregor bi truc tric gi dé vé xe
cd, khong di dugc, thi 6ng ta s& phai lam gi? Chi cé mot viéc duy nhat - 6ng ta vao nha va hat hién ra cai xac!"

"Ong ndi..." Laura nhan xét, "nhu thé dng biét rd thuc t& nd nhu vay ay."

Starkwedder khong con kiém ché dwgc nita. "TAt nhién 13 ti biét," 6ng ta bdc phat. "Ba khdng hiéu sao? Tdi chinh 13
MacGregor!" Ong ta ding twa Iuwng vao rém cla, 1ac dau tuyét vong.

Laura ditng 1én, vé mit chira hét bang hoang. Ba ta di d&n bén ngudi khach, tra nhur dwa tay ra nhuwng khong thé thét ra
161 ndo tron ven, "Ong... ong..."

Starkwedder chim rai budc téi canh Laura. "Toi khong hé cé v dinh dé su viéc dién ra téi nhw thé nay,” 6ng ta xtic dong
noi. "Y t6i 13... gdp ba... va phat hién ra 13 t6i d3 phai 1ong ba, va roi... Chuia di, vd vong, vo vong." Khi Laura con dang tron mat
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nhin, Starkwedder cAm lay tay Laura, hon 1én dd, "vinh biét, Laura,” 6ng ta ndi roi budc nhanh ra vueon, bién vao trong
suwong mu.

Laura lao ra hanh lang, goi véi theo, "Chd dd, quay lai day."

Swong mu1 bay khap noi, coi bao swong bat dau vang 1én. "Michael, quay lai, quay lai di!" Laura khdc, goi to, nhung khong
cd tiéng tra 10i. "Quay lai di, Michael. T6i cling mén ong."

Laura chdm chi 1dng nghe, nhung chi thay tiéng 6 t6 khai dong may va di mét. Tiéng coi bao suong van tiép tuc vang
vang khi Laura sup xudéng khéc nitc nd.
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